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By Jack Anderson

Gen. Kouprasith Abhay, the
Laotian warlord who controls
the capital city of Vientiane,
has become a millionaire by
using American-armed troops
to protect his logging opera-
tion. .

The teak he cuts is deliv-
cred across the Mekong River
to Thailand where it is sold
fof* huge profits to the U.S.
military establishment. He has
supplemented his income, too,
by supplying prostitutes as a
U.S.-financed construction
project.

His enterprise is dismay-
ingly typical of the success
-stories of foreign satraps who
ihave grown rich off U.S, aid.

i The ‘titillating details are
told in a confidential field re-
port to the Agency for Inter-
national Development, which
dispenses U.S. aid and pro-
vides a front for the Central
Intelligence Agency in Laos.
The facts have also been con-
firmed by my associate Les

Whitten, who conducted an
on-the-spot investigation in
Vientiane.

The wily warlord, whose
control of Vientlane makes
him the real power behind
Premier Souvanna Phouma,
got the timber rights by hav-
ing the Laotian Assembly
falsely declare the land “un-
used.” Actually, the land is oc-
cupied by hundreds of Lao
peasants, who farm the high-
land rice plots that nestle
among the teak forests.
~ Gen. Abhay uses his soldiers
not to fight the Communist
Pathet,Lao.but to keep them

U.S. Arms [ elp Enrich Laos

out of his forests. Ilis troops
also cow the Lao pcasants who
had gone there ahead of him
to cultivate rice. Those who
object to his loggmg opera-
tions, conducted in the name
of the Lao Timber Society. are
driven off.

For in placld Laos, the man
with the gun is the law--and
Kouprasith Abhay has the
guns, largely supplied, of
course, by the U.S. for the
purpose of fnghting the Pathet
Lao.

.The gcncral has tried deli-
cately to keep his prostitution
business quiet. But the AID
field report alleges that he
dispatched a dozen prostitutes
to bring a little night life to
Nam- Ngum, 60 miles north of
Vicntiane, where the U.S. is
gcimng to buxld a $3-million

aan

The construction has
brought a huge infiux of work-
ers, who provide the custom-
ers for Abhay’'s ladies of the
night, To AID’s horror, the la-
dies were housed in quarters
next to AID’s own leadership

training building. When AID/

protested to Abhay’s colonel-
on-the-scene, he merely
shrugged and disclaimed any
connection with the women,

No Gab for Colonel

AID retaliated by cutting

off the colonel's gasoline sup-
plies, thus reducing his troops
to riding bicycles. Rather than
give up his own staff car for
an undignified two-wheeler,
the colonel capitulated. Still
insisting that the women were

beyond his jurisdiction, he o

dered soldiers to tear down
the offending house.

They promptly rebuilt it in
another part of the village,
and the construction men
began coming down with ve-
neral disease. Absenteeism
also inereased sharply.

AID sent for penicillin and,
with .the cooperation of the
Japanese contractors building
the dam, set up a clinic. AID
proposed to the colonel that
the prostitutes be issued iden-
tification passes and.  be
treated regularly,

To do so would have been a
confession that prostitution
was practiced in Gen. Abhay's
military domain. This would
have offended the general's
sensibilities and jeopardized
the colonel’s career. He flatly
refused.

The discase finally became
so rampant that the girls were
chased away-—still infected—
to spread the disease through
out the country. ’

Textile War

Secretary of Commerce
Maurice Stans invited Kiichi
Miyazawa, the Japanese minis-
ter of international trade and
industry, to his apartment the
olher day in a futile attempt
to head off.a textile war be-
tw-en . the United States and
daprn,

Their fallure to come to
terms is expected to bring pro-
tectlonist legislation that not
only will boost the price of
shirts, sweaters, skirts and
scarves in this country but
could produce economic reper-
cusgions around theworld, .

Stans and Miyazawa spei,.
four hours slone, without ad.
visers or interpreters, discusse

ing voluntary controls on
Japanese textile imports. :
When  President  Nixon

agreed last November to re-
turn Okinawa to Japanese con-
trol, he was led by Prime Min-
ister Sato to understand that
Japan, in return, would accept
voluntary textile curbs.

Miyazawa scemed quite witl-
ing to implement the prime
minister’s somewhat vague
promise.” Stans and Miyazawa
emerged from their four-hour
meeting with an understand-
ing that they would negotiate
an agrecment.

But Miyazawa was accompa-
nied to the U.S. by more than
two dozen Japanese textile
manufacturers, They wouldn't
losten to talk of voluntary lim-
itations. They recalled bitterly
that they had agreed in 1964
to hold down cotton sales to

|the U.S., with an understand-

ing that the arrangement
would be temporary. Now the
agreement has been renewed
for another three years. *
. The Japanese manufactur-
ers, therefore, flatly refused to
go along with an agreement to
limit the sales of non-cottons.
An embarrassed Miyazawa
went back to Stans and ex-
plained that he had spoken
too soon. Sheepishly, Miya<
zawa said he would have.to re-;
tract what he had agreed at’
their private, four-hour meet~
ing in Stans’s apartment. 4
Stans immediately set about, .
drafting protectionist legisla/
tion, and the textile w

. Iseemed about ready to erupt.:;
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the Sovict Union for his bitter public protest
against the detention of hiologist Zhores Medve- 7
o dev in a mental hospital (page 47). Sovicet diplo-

: mats have sounded out several neatral European
governments as to whether they would accept
Solzhenitsyn as a permanent resident.

| Author Alcksandr Solzhenitsyn may be exiled from i oy
i
|
]

SINO-SOVIETS: MORE SHOOTING s R

: Since the spread of the Indochina war into Cam- - -
. bodia—which aroused bitter new disagreement
. between Peking and Moscow—a new. scries of
* minor skirmishes has erupted along the Sino- -;
~ Soviet border. So far ncither side has publicized
the new incidents, which have taken place in - |
Sinkiang and in M"mchurla but word of the
fighting has been lcaked to forelgn diplomats by
both the Chinese and Soviet Governments.

" 'MOSCOW'S MODEST HELP FOR HANOI

" | According to a recent U.S. intelligence estimate,I
[ Soviet aid to North Vietnam since 1962 totals .
$370 million—$120 million in mlllta:y aid and:
i $250 million in economic aid, This is far less than "
! the previously accepted figure of $1 billion.

LAOS: OUR MEN IN MUFTI

. One subterfuge that the Pentagon and the CIA
have employed to circumvent the Geneva agree-
ments barring foreign military men from Laos ¥
has worked this way: U.S. military officers and
noncoms assigned to Laos simply took off their-,,
uniforms, resigned their commissions or enlisted

“ ratings and went into the country as “civilians.”

" Pentagon personnel records reveal that the men

; involved were reinstated in their mlhtary ranks l

{ when they left Laos. .

“
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" Mhere ;.\'ists in the plethora of publications we'ré”

Jucky we don't have to rcad a magazine called Editor
& Publisher. It is read or at least subscribed to, by most-
exccutives in the newspaper business. This makes it a’
Jfaithful reflection of the mentality which guides most,’,
«Lkut not all, our daily newspapers. v
In makeup, story sclection, editorial policy and use:
.of language, Editor & Publisher consistently lives up:
.to the best in journalism as it was practiced circa 1935.1
Leafing through its pages will tell you why so many,
newspapers are dull, uninformative and reactionary.
A rceent issue of the magazine contaiﬁeq a story with:
this headline: Readers Split Over Reporter's Beard.
* The article that followed in E & P's notable prose said.
that, “The public image of newspapermen got perhaps
its severest test when the Dayton Daily News invited,
readers’ response Lo photos of a bearded reporter. Ap-;
pearing on the front page was a picture combo showing!
.the daily growth of Dale Huffman’s hirsute adornment,
*complete with a ballot for readers to indicate whether;
.they wanted the beard shaved or saved. Readers turned,
‘thumbs down on the reporter’s beard.” A
. At least it can’t be said that ncwspaper editors ‘are!
- holding out the good stuff and privately circulating it;
samong themselves. They treat themselves as badly as;
{they treat their readers. Another story in the same issue;
describes a speech, given by the assistant managing.
.editor of the Santa Ana (California) Register to his
-local Rotary Club. If you want to know more, youll,
‘find it on page 22 of the June 13 number. N
Editor & Publisher isn't wholly givea over to trivia.]'
It has articles about important topics and they too tell|
.us something about the minds that edit the American, -
daily press, as with the piece that was run with this~
slightly paranoid hcadline: Attack on Objectivity In-
creases From Within, . C 1
The article quotes from a speech given by an im-;
portant Associated Press editor to a group of Penn-;
sylvania newspeople. What he says tells more about;
print journalism than the story about the Yeporter and}
‘his beard: p oo
- “Those of you who read the various' professional.
journals are aware that objective reporting is coming!
‘under ‘increasing attack from within our own ranks.:
There is abroad in the profession a movement, un-:
organized but vocal, generally known as the New
Journalists. Basically, their argument is. that the re-:
‘porter has the right to draw conclusions from the facts,
"he gathers. Unless he is permitted to do so, they say,.
{it is impossible to put simple, unvarnished facts in per-;
.spective. To quote the New Journalists, the seclf-disci-!
pline required to remain impartial reduces reporters to,
.the status of mere eunuchs . . . the calch words and,
‘phrases of the New Journalists betray. their real con-y
.cern, They are not content to he observers, Thev ara’
determined to exert an influence, to be opiaion mak_ers.;
“They talk about the importance of what reporters think,
of the reporter’s right to take a mora} stance, {0 have
"firm convictions and to express them in print. Mwaysi
‘peware of the man who talks in terms of ‘3‘.7«':;';& com-
‘mitments.’. Invariably he is a man who has tutally:
“bought the line peddled by advocates of one cause or;
ranother.” . T
" Most American, newspaper editors would agree with
our speaker, who's not named here beeause }}xs words
‘are so prototypic. Vice President Apney would agree;
.so would many other politicians and many newspaper _
‘readers who belicve the news 1s slanted and wio, (ke
our cdxpprovediormRelease 2001/03/04s CIA-RDP8
‘te the v soaished facts” ‘ I
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" The ur -= swvv uoctrine arrived at the reduetio
ad absurdum with Agnew's attack on the media. News-
papers have dutifully reported the attack every time:
:’!ne gives it, making themselves a conveyor belt for the
dmpression that he and his buddies are being persecuted
by hippie-controlled national press. Seldom do these
‘accounts include a paragraph saying that most Ameri-

- fan newspapers editorially support bim and his boss.

By these standards objectivity consisls of limiting
oneself to accurate quotation. Let the speaker be a liar,
an ignoramus, mistaken or a truth teller, this school
of thoug_ht holds that journalism has no responsibility
to establish the facts independently. It's left to the read-
er to get the facts to judge our public controversialists,
an obvious impossibility in a society disputing over
topies that range from the storage of pathogens in bio-
logical warfare, to monetary liquidity, to the presence of
CIA agents in Laos, to the identity of major polluters'
of Lake Erie. : :

g Ogr carrent definition of news silggests & range of
motivation that runs f{rom extreme A to extreme B:
patriotism, honor, votes, public service, self defense
.love of freedom and peace and a few others. In a-timé‘
when more people grow up having absorbed the pre-
cepts of the social sciences,-such inferences as to why
Levents take place are unbelicvable, Only Marxists and
',Chrlsthns of the Billy Graham stamp, that is behavioral
-determinants, can read the accounts of the words and

‘deeds of men on most of our front pages and take them

-seriously, _
;. Objective “news is not only incredible to ‘people
;brqugh_t up in the ‘contemporary mode, it's also biased.
‘This kind of objectivity rejects information that tends
to throw doubt on-ancient institutions and established
:practice by’ calling it partisan. Editors don’t want to
;print that kind .of bad news.

‘ They will print bad news that makes an evil appear
to be the work of bad men or criminals. They will print
bad news that is the work of God, like fires, earth-
quakes, and plane crashes. They will print bad news
that may lead readers to question other country’s social
systems, that may cause people to wonder about the
way other countries select their leaders, make their
JdCC]Si'O,nS, transact thoir public business, but rarely and
only in our few good papers, do they do.this in regard

!
1o ourselves,

! thn our speaker says editors should be on guard
:against reporters who have “bought the line peddled by
ione cause or another,” his words mean editors should
.be on guard against reporters who've not bought the.
line that editors are trying to peddle. -
; Buteditors themselves only half believe in this
mythic objectivity, If they did they'd pay the highest
wages to the men who most excel at this kind of formula
journalism. This isn’t the case at‘all. The best paid.
‘wrilers are the columnists and feature writers who're:
hired to express opinion. . - - ' i

_ Newspaper cxecutives are well paid. Most reporters:
arei’t, They don’t enter the business for money but for!
olier reasons—excitement, prestige, fascination with,
QQG‘](@(M:ROW@@Q@O@O%]:.A is the uplifting de-
-15ion tant W man chases afler it long enough, he may

ite, mot unvarnished facts, but some form:
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SOUPHANOUYONG: “*MIXO
o " GANGSTER LOGIC"
Civil was has raged for 20 years in Laos, gltusted west of Vietnsm, north of
Cambodia, east of Thailaud, south of China. Progreosive forces, led by prince Sou-

phanouvong, chairman of the centreal committee of the Laotian Patriotic Front, now
occupy virtually two-thirds of the country.. The remsining third, along the west-
ern border with Thailend, is in the hands of a coalition "neutralist" and rightist
regime supported by the U.S. (more than $50 million a year) which sits in Vientisney,
the administrative capital.

In the last months, the Laotian Patriotic Front has registered victory after
throughout Laos. On June 9, patriotic forces captured the strategic town of Sare
avene. In recent weeks, the liberation army has gone on the offensive in dozens
of areas, including battles with troops from Thailand sent into Laos by the cor-
rupt Bangkok military government to bolster the shakey Vientlane regime.

During his recent swing through Southeast Asia Guardian staff correspondent
Wilfred Burchett submitted four questions to prince Souphanouvong. Following are

his enswers, received last week.

What is the present military situation in TLaos? The Western press mentions

that in capturing towns like Attopeu and Saravane,
the first time violated the 1962 cease-fire line.

What is your comment?

the Pathet Leso forces have for

'The present military situation in Laos shows that on the one hand the Americen

escalation of "special war" has been redoubled and on the other tha

t the deeper

they plunge in such escalation the greater will be the defeat of the U.S. 8nd its

puppets.
Jars.

theory of using puppet troops with maximum Aerican firepower.

Despite such escalation the U.S.
situation in thelr favor.

their position of active initiative.

Plain of Jars and completely recaptured the whole area,

On the contrary, they have be
from a military point of view and politically they are more isolated than ever.
As for the Laotian patriotic forces they have retained and constantly developed
After having kicked the enemy out of the

the patriotic forces direcw::.

ted their attack against the hideout of the "special forces" at Sam Thong-Long

Cheng.

They liberated Attopeu and other places near the Bolovens plateu.

is to say they have punished the enemy in the Jjumping off points and bases for

their criminal attacks.

That

From a strategic viewpoint they were severely defeated in the Plain of
Indeed, this was the first serious defeat in Laos for President Nixon's

and puppet 'forces were not sble to change the
en driven onto the defensive

Right from the start the Laotlan patriotic forces have serupulously respected

the letter of the 1962 Geneva agreements.

‘undertaken a most criminal war of apgression against the
‘Laotian people, our armed forces have been forced to
fight back, making use of their sacred rights of self
defense. '

The patriotic forces must expel the enemy from those
areas which it has illegally occupied, punish them in the
bases from which they launched their attacks and
perpetrated their crimes. In so doing wo aré safeguarding
the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial
integrity of Laos and effectively defending the 1962
Geneva agreements. It is in basing oursclves on these

agreéments and on the concrete reality of the present.

situation in Laos and our desire for peace that we .h'ave
put forward our five-point proposal for a po{xtxcal
settlement of the Laotian problem (Guardian, April 11,
1970). Although there has been no responsible rep}y
from the other side, we will nonctheless persevere in
secking a political solution based on our five points. -~
The U.S. puppet forces have ncver respcctcd_ their
commitments. Hardly were the 1962 agreements signed,
than th&pprovediRor Relatys
controlied by the patriotic forces, at the same
launching terrorist “pacification” operations throughout:

DEF/OR]4 -

liquidated what the Western press refers to as the 1962
“cease fire line.” Just as they have torn up the whole
‘1962 Geneva agreements on Laos.

Those who sow the wind reap the whirlwind. If they
don't want to reap another whirlwind the Americans and
their valets in Vientiane, Bangkok and Saigon had better
not sow any more wind, If they charge ahead, heads
down, in new criminal adventures against the Laotian
people they will have to bear the entire responsibility for
the disastrous consequences. .

The official explanation for the American bombings
of Laos and the presence of U.S. troops there is the
existenice of a Ho Chi Min) trail and the presence of
North Vietnamese troops. What is the extent of U.S, and
Thailand troops in Laos and how scrious are the US,
bombings? - '

But as the U.S. and puppet forces have
the rest o the country. In tact they have completely:

With a view to turning Laos into a neco-colony, the -

Americans have never ceased theéir interference and
aggression against Laos nor their trampling underfoot its
mﬁc_i )iz gqm ; d their
viola xcﬁquup;‘G en p?ZQWﬁb%ﬂf ave
introduced thousands of U.S. advisors, CIA personnel

/L

vontinued
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dlsappointed tho Adminiatration and angered

aome of its critics, Yel there nro indlcallons

tno sttuation 13 improving.

Earller this week Iaul W, McCracken,
chnirman of President Nixon's Councll of
Economic Advisers, told the economic policy
committee of the Organlzation for Economic
Cooperation and Development that evidence
of improvement
rise of wholesalo

. and a lower rate of wage lncrenses.

' As a story In this newspaper reported yes-
terday, & growing
ists, though still probably a minority, belicve
the worst of the inflation s over. That alone
would be encouraging,

Mr. Nixon's go-slow approach clearly was

_ the result of careful calculation. There were
severnl ways to cool the overheated economy .

that the Administration fnherited, and many

things to be considered In choosing a course.

First, there was the matter of monetary
policy. Super-casy moncy had done a lot to
get the economy into its inflated state, so
obviously more restraint was in order, But
Liow much more? .

As recently as 1066 the Federal Rescrve
System had tightened up, abruptly and
briefly, and had causcd something approach=-
ing a money panic. 50 thie Federal Reserve
this time moved much more gradually. In
fiscal policy the Administration also opted
for the gentle approach—budget surpluses,
but not very big ones. -

Now the execution of the plan has lett
something to be desired, The Fed probably
tightened money too much and for too long"
in 1069. And the Administration, together

_with Congress, has managed to convert those
small budget surpluses into deficits. -

Yet progress s surcly being made. The
economy is cooling, and before many rmore
months pass the trend will show clearly in
the price indexes. Those who looked for

. price declines earller forgot that such devel-
opments are usually the 1ast signs of an eb-

“ bing infiation, not the first.

Some companies, institutions and individ-

uals ar being hurt; no one has invented a
painless way to restore a shaky cconomy to
stability, Many more would have suflered
much more, though, if the inflated economy

-~ had been allowed to roar on intoe eventual’
disaster—or had been halted suddenly by
slamming on the fiscal and monetary brakes.

Everyone may wish that the Government's
plans were producing results more swiftly

and smoothly, but most of the public ap-
pears to be adjusting to o changing situa-

tion with considerable aplomb, One of the. |
niore interesting features of the sharp plunge -
“ man University appears to have bridged the

of the stock market in April and May was
the scarcity of anything resembling panic
selling.

Volume on the New York Stock Exchange

in recent wecks has usually tended to rise
when prices rally and to subside a8 prices
decline. The mood of Investors and traders

certainly is not overwhelmingly optimistic, )

but it does appear to bo hopeful. When prices
turn downward there generally is o reduction
in ordera to buy—but no evidenco of deop
pessimism.

Thus gradunlism docs seem to be working,
even If it isn't delighting everybody, Busi-
nessmen should realize now that to make

. plans on the basls of never-ending infintion
. 18 only to Invite serious trouble.

The Administration fortunately scems to
realize that wage-price controls or other
erash programs against inflation would not
only accomplish nothing constructive. They
would also undo much that has becn done—

by persuading the pubile that monactary= -

fiscal restraint is a fatlure, that inflation will
indeed persiat,

In the eclrcumstances the Governraent's
course still should be to move slowly, stead=
i1y, avold shocks, Federal Reserve Chairman
Arthur Burns indicates that 18 what he has
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includes o siowing of the . -
food and commodity prices

number of private econom= .,
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Other chanpes at Furman {nciuds com
plete rovamping of the curriculum from th
two-nementer aystem end the shift from man
datory ROTO to optional, Previously a stu- =~
dent who signed up for ROTC had to com=~"" +.,

. plete two yenrs, Now he can enroll and then

drop the program if he finds it not to hluSTATINTl

)

in mind—providing onough money for the
nolion's neods, not encugh to fucl moro in=
flatton. - .

. There may bo moro spoctacular ways to *
play the game, but somechow wo fccl safoer
with four yards and a cloud of dust,

/ .,
’ 4

o . Uking.
. . o The new system is a compromise in the
RM : gonso that it 1s a break with the old ROTC
) ROTC PROGRAM AT FU AN traditions of march and drill and a leaning

UNIVERSITY _*-. townrd allowing students more individual- _ '.,

R - . : ization, . .
But at the same time It still operates on = - - £
HON. STROM THURMOND . the theory that the military is .I;lc Integrat
) OF EOUTH CAROLINA part of soclety and—whether 1t 18 good or .. ' ° !
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES ' bad—this is a fact. The new program con- " "t
tinues to offer the college man who 1s faced ~ '~ .
Tuesday, June 23, 197Q with meeting a mmtarygobllgatlon the best : -

Mr. THURMOND., Mr. President, inre- Wway to utilize his talents, rather than be
cent years ROTC programs all over the _drafted and serve as a private. : .
Nation have come under a great deal of] . -~ :
unjust criticism and nbusfe. In thle mam(i - :
this ‘criticism has come from misguide o e P e
students and campus radicals. A few col-| * HEROIN IN SOUTHEAST ASIA /o™ -
leges in the country which have bowed - e T
%o this criticlsm have abolished the . HON. HOWARD W. ROBISON T
RO'Il'C programs from their campus cur-- OF NEW YORK e
. riculum,

_ Mr. President, on June 19, the Green- IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ville News, a leading newspaper pub- - Tuesday, June 23, 1970 L
_Hshed in Greenville, S.C., published & * Mr, ROBISON. Mr. Speaker, the sixth <"
very fine editorlal assessing the ROTC . article in the Christian Sclence Monitor -
program at Furman University, one of series on narcotics traflic traces the route . .
the outstanding institutions of higher of narcotics through Southeast Asia,One -~ "
learning in the Nation., Furman Univer~ of the difficulties in stopping the flow of -
sity has met this criticism headon and narcotics from this area is that some of . =
has revamped its ROTC curriculum to the producers are mountain fighters who o
make this experience more meaningful ~ are friendly to the U.S. efforts against o7
to the individual cadet. This, of course, the North Vietnamese and who in turn ' -
means that the ROTC graduate at Fur- are keeping the Communists out of Laos.
men will be better qualified to serve as’  Additionally, in this geographic area .
-an officer and leader in the service of his there seems to be significant involvement . = &
country, - by high government officials in the -
Mr. President, I wish to commend Fur- opium trade and, therefore, a firm gov= - ...
man University for the fine work that it = ernmental policy to stop the illegal pro- .~
- is doing. -duction of that narcotic is difficult to - L.

I ask unanimous consent that the edi~ achieve. Nevertheless, it is an area at - ’
_torial, entitled “A New Look for ROTC,” which we must direct our attention be- - -
from the Greenville News be printed ~cause as European sources of supply are -

in the Extensions of Remarks, " dried up, these sources in Southeast Asia
There being no objection, the editorial may pick up the slack.. In view of the - -
was ordered to be printed in the REcorp, American presence in these nations, we |, ‘
as follows: ~ ought to be able to exert pressure to curb
. A New Loox ror ROTC " ‘the production of these illegal narcotics. .
An experimental ROTC program at Fur- . The article follows: . PR -7

military-civillan gap that has plagued the
program in other institutions, It is worth
close examination as an example of construc-
tive compromise, -
‘a two-year trisl at Furman and. 10 other
colleges and univorsitics, is integration, rath-
or than segregation, of civillan and military
-glements, Proof of the program's success, ab
least locnlly, 1s Furman's declslon to continue
it past tho trial period.
The program 18 tho Army's anawer to long-
‘standing complaints from students that
ROTC courges are boring, non-academic and

a waste of time, Under the exporimental .

plan, freshmen are allowed to take military
history courses for four hours credit and

sophomores take political sclence and na--

tional security courses Instead of the tradi-

tional military courses which come in the':

Junior and senijor ycars.
Clvillan professors are utllized through

‘appropriations from the Army, The new pro=-

gram underlines the fact that strictly mili-
tary subjects are taught better outside the
Furman classrooms, Sturents go to summer
camap to learn about the "nuts and boits of
the Army,” sccording to oficisls. ’

v .
1 L

FER
. B -

The key to the program, which is ending‘

* pidor than o four-lane highway down which

" illustrates the point. . -

. fluttering down, There was furtive unload= _
.‘. suspeoting an jllegal liquoy racket, ralded

TuALAND: FOUR-LANE DRu¢ HIGHWAY IRt
(By John Hughes) U
. BANGHOK, THAILAND~—For the junk mer-
chonts of Southeast Asla, Thailand is the
corridor through which their illegal mer-
chandise must pass to Hong Kong and the !

“lucrative markets of America.

But to many, Thalland scems less a cor= .

narcotics shipmonts roll with ease.

Of course, there aro tolls, The police must
bo pald off. Experts in tho bushness sny the
golng price 18 $5 per kilo of oplum at each
of five checkpoints between the oplume-
growing borderlands of the north and the
capital city of Bangkok. But 826 a kilo in
pryoffs s small enough overhead in a busi- )
ness where the profit rolls in by hundreds .. -
of thousands of dollars,

Some Thal officials are clearly in this busl-
‘ness up to thelr elbows. One recent incldent -

Thai restdents of a Bangkok suburb noted
suspicious activity at a godown {warehouse) .
fn thelr neighborhood. A hellcopter kept .

ing. They told the police and the police,

PN
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Union Leaders’ Swing to Righ
. . . b,
: . ~ " » >
711 Is Bad News for the Democrats
ddia sl C
~FOR THE ,FIRST time in ated in the construction In-, el
more than three decaded the dustry average a 155 per,
AHower bloe that has been cent jump the first year and:
‘the solid base of the Demo- 39 per cent over three years.:
reratic Party s cracking. For This compares with an aver-
(Democratic strategists look- age in manufacturing of 5.5 -
Jing ahcad the split in the per cent for’ the first year .
trade union movement ' is and slightly more than 15
like the initial tremors of an per cent for three years.
(earthquake, with the worst Needless to say, these ine
‘still to come. creases are p:i\sséed ;J,n t;y tll\c,
1 : construction industry in the -
‘al,ﬁ”{gﬁs “é?a{’,ﬂ; AFL-C10, Fulbright added: . ' cost of large-scale building.-
‘with his gray eminence and  “But’ that is a different It does not have an appreci-
:secretary of state, Jay Love. matter from supplying large able effect on individual
‘stone, at his clbow, 'gave ‘8ums of money to you to be home building, as was erro-
_President Nixon blank-check,used with the freedom that neously stated in this space
support for Cambodia. The ;this record shows you use recently, sinee this is for the .
.outpouring of the hard hats.it.” -~ "7 ;‘i‘é’l-"at part a non-unionized
dn New York and St. Louis ' " . o .
followed. The President in-’i&IﬂMR'_ CH A(IiI;M ﬁ‘é‘r» But the strong upward
ivited the New York paitad-':{ cany trespo:; ie v “they nyull of such big wage boosts
ers to the White House and [7€°¢ 70, SUPP Vil TOACY js obvious. The construction
ithe embrace was ratified to me, This money is used to ypjons until quite recently:
‘with a hard hat for the smil- '}""r_‘-}' °“t1.U"S' Government phave had the narrowest ap-»
ing chief executive. oreign policy. Now you may prenticeship restrictions and

v oprgey =
AFs) pen

vi

STATINTE

between AID and the AFL- :
CIO's  subsidiaries, the
American Institute for Free
Labor, Meany, as witness,
shouted angrily as Fulbright
questioned {he wisdom of
turning over funds—more:
than $30 million at that
point—to a non-governmen-
tal organization, Conceding,
the right to hold a different’
{he vener- opinion from his on the war

—mf e -
hACELE R

- When Mr, Nixon made th

pllgrimage to the hand:
some AFL-CIO headquarters
(& block . from the. White
‘House for an appearance be-
‘fore. the executive -council,
+Meany had harsh things to
-8ay about rising prices and
:the wage gap. But this was
abscured by Meany's bene- |
diction for the Nixon war.

‘polley, a Dblessing that he sates of Amerlea”

‘had given to Lyndon John-,
son in the years of the esca-
lation.

. Having gone so far out for

the Nixon policy and if that

policy proves at lcast par-
tially successful, the trade
unionists on the right wiil
wole for Mr, Nixon in 1072,

"This 18 the dismaying pros-
peet that more aware Demo: |

crats sce as they peer inlo
the future; -
R
WHAT IS MORE, there is
‘a strong quid pro quo in the

- nol. agreé with that policy.

veloping viable democratic

funds to the AFL-CIO sub-
‘sidiaries.

the most restrictive control,
But the people who approve ,yer productivity in relation
the use of this money in this {5 manhours of work. '
way agree that it is a good ", oot of th 3
thing to develop free trade . e nefv a Ry %l' -
unions, that the free trade (¢lcction of a_Republican,
uniofis can play a part in de- candidate - for President iq |

1968 was universally con-{

coded,” the head of a white-4
coilar union writes. “One’
force, and one force only,’
came "within an eyclash of
reversing that oulconme, the
AF[-ClO. Maybe there was
a place here or there where
we could have strained a lit-.
tle harder but it is difficult’

Rc;ney C::g'l:l 'dhl'ﬁ:zll“{igfer:cm_ to give such consideration tol
such questioning . . " ;

Agency. AID Admlnistrato;/

socicties, and the develop-
nient of viable democratic
socletles in Latin America is
in the Interest of the United

§

AID continues to supply
Formerly this

John A. Hannah recently / The questibning points to:
said that as of today it ig (1072 and the Mecany-Love-!
only in Laos that some ATDN stone stand on the Vietham
tunds go for CIA operations, war. The ‘Meany front Is not

The unions that are the enurely “united—dacob . Po-;
'core of support for the Pres- ‘lofsky of the Amalgamated,

lident’s policy’ in Indochina Clothing Workers filed a

i—the hard hats in the con. dissent, But-the ideologlcal,
sstruetion  “industry—have shovete the.right.is.power-:
reason to be grateful to the MUl luiibidonda il

. Meany-Lovestone  position. administration. if only be-
For several years the AFL- cause of its hands-off atti-
- {C10 has been getting con-'tude on wages and prices. e ~
sidcrable sums {rom.the Nor are they likely to'be S
Agency for International alarmed by the President’s A
Development to! PI‘OmPte ‘economic message and the
Meany-Lovestone forc.lgn promise of an' “Inflation
policy in Latin America, plert” The alert is many
Asia and Africa through months too late. :
*free trade unions.” THESE UNIONS have led]

A yecar ago Chairman J.{he wage increase parade.
figures pre-

e

,};‘Vﬂllnm P’L;L?right °§u'6h° The  careful
CommRRTRBAanGs Melats &r2001 (0 of

IA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4
the terms of the partnership contragts;, pecently., negotisi . ‘
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L. FLETCHER I'ROUTY

"The hill costimes of the Meo
tribesmen contrasted with the civili-
an clothes of United States military
men riding in open jeeps and car-
‘rying M-16 rifles and pistols. These
Young Americans are mostly ex-
Green Berets, hired on CIA contract
to advise and train Laotian troops."
+ Those matter-of-fact, almost weary:

L. Fletcher Prouty, a retired Airj'
Force colonel, is now vice president
iof a Washingion, D.C., bank. While
in the Air Force, he was a liaisen
‘man with the Secret Team. His arti-
cle is from The Washington Monthly, J
Mo ylaze . :

sentences, written late in February
by T. D. Allman of the Washington.
Post after he and two other enter-
prising correspondents left a guided
tour and walked 12 miles over some

~ hills in Laos to a secret base at Long

Cheng, describe a situation that .to-
day may seem commonplace to any-
one familiar with American opera-
tions overseas, but that ne more
than 10 years ago would have been
unthinkable, . .

. To take a detachment of regular
troops, put its members into dis-
guise, smuggle them out of the. coun-
try so that neither the public nor
Congress knows they have left, and
assign them to clandestine dutics on

. foreign soil under the command of a

nonmilitary agency—it is doubtful
that anyone would have dared to
suggest taking such liberties’ with
the armed forces and foreign rela-
tions of the United States, not to say
with the Constitution, to any Pres-
ident up to and especially including
Dwight D. Eisenhower, =~ -
Indeed, the most remarkable de:
velopment in the management of
America's relations with ‘other coun-
tries during the nine years since
Gen, Eisenhower left office has been'
the assumption of more and more
control over military and diplomatic

VAR bR e e ec?

“',secr'et','whose very identities as ol- gion, and, quite tmportantly, alumnl
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Secret Team

e el
LN IS )

and the -+

-
X

ten as not are secret—in short a Se- of the intplligcnce service—a servic'e'
cret Team whose actions only those from which there are no uncondi-
implicated 1n them are in g position tional resignations. S
to monitor.” - - . - ‘ I'I‘hus the Secret Team is not a
imedlv thic o i destine super-planning board or
How determinedly this secrecy is ¢lan
‘preserved, even wh)e'n' preserving it super-gencral staff but, even more
means dehying the U.S. Army the damaging to the coherent conduct of,
right to discipline its own personnel, foreign affairs, a bewildering collec- -
m‘,’t to say the opportunity to do jus: tion of temporarily assembled actinn
tice, was_strikingly. fllustrated not <COmmittecs that' respond pretty
long ago by the refusal of the Cen- /nuch ad hoc to specific troubles in
tral Intelligence’ Ageney to provide,/Various part of the world, sometimes
witnesses for the courtmartial that ', ? way? that duplicate the activities
was to try eight Green Beret officers VOl regu ar.Amencan missions, some-
for murdering a suspected Yorth times in ways that undcrmlpe those.
Vietnamese spy, thus forcing the activities, and very often in wavs,
Army to drop the charges. that interfere with and mggidle'

X . . : them. . P
The Secret Team corisists of se- One source of the team's power js’

- curity-cleared individuals in and out e speed with which it can act, The-

of government who receive secret- CIA's communications system is so
ntelligence data_gathered by the extraordinarily efficient, especially
CIA and the National Securit by contrast with State's,. that the
Agency and. who react to those data’ team can, in a phrase that often gets
when it seems appropriate to them yged at such times, "have a plane in
with paramilitary plans and activi- the ajp" responding to some situation
ties, e.g., training and "advising"—a overseas while State is still decoding
not exactly impenetrable euphe- {he cable informing it of that situa.
mism for "leading into battle"—Lao- tion, \
tian troops. Memb'ership in ths A few years ago, for ekamplc,
team, granted on a "need to know while the strongest member of an
basis, varies with the nature and the Asian government that the United
location of the problems that, COME States was strenuously supporting
to its- attention. . E (call him Marshal X) was lying sick
“At the heart of the team, of course, jj a Tokyo hospital, word came that
are a handful of top executives of 3 group of discontented young offi-
the CIA and of the National Security cers was planning a coup in his ab-
Louncil, most notably the chiel sence, In a matter of hours, thanks'
White House adviser on foreign poli- 'to the team, Marshal X was .on his'
cy. Around them revolves a sort of way home in a U.S, Air .Force jet,
inner ring of presidential staff mem--fighter; he arrived at his office in}
bers, State Department officials, ci- plenty of time to {rustrate the plot-;
‘vilians and military men from thc{-ters, ’ . ;
Pentagon, and carcer prolessionaly’ . The power to pull off feats like!
in the intelligence scrvices, that is more than opcrational power;
And out beyond them is an exten. 5, Is in a real sense policy-making
sive and-intricat e network of y5\ven In this particular case it was
sovernment officials with TESPODSI= the power to commit the Unitod
bility for or expertise in SOme Speci- States to the protection and support
fic field that touches on national S€~'of Marshal X, - - '
curity, think-tank analysts, - busi- Another source of Lthe temn's pow-
nessmen who travel a lot or whose ey is ji ability to manipulate *need
busmfisscs (e.g., i}";POI')t'ef\'Porzt_&" to kinow" elnssifications, One way to
operating a cargo airline) are useful, mal o s 0 (i ia opposi-
1‘7&?{/ %PF'@IA‘ERDP 80 "ﬂm mwmgcg@aﬂaes is to
su

fechn Ject or.geographic re- fail to teli thoso who might oppose

_ Aonddmied:
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INTERPRETIVE REPORT —

~  Red Gains Peril U.S. Policy in Laos

.

By TAMMY ARBUCKLE '~ Botween 1962 and 1964, then ~ The new equipment supplied The North Vieinamese have Ty ‘confuse things further
Specal to The Star _ Laos Ambassador Leonard by the United States, goes no-built a network of routes like gojiey  has implemented -
VIENTIANE — The Ameri- Unger agreed to give LaosWhere ~ncar the batlefield, veins - in the human body. press” policy ostensibly to pro
can policy in Laos of support- fue], ammunition and equip-Military police and general’s When one 13 hit, they switch to {ot " tho last vestiges of Sou
ing Lao neutrality and trying ment and to provide jet recon-bodyguards carry M16s in Vi-any one of a dozen others. =~ yan,q0g neutrality,
to stop Communist military naissance over the country, entiane while front-line troops The serious military situa- US. and Lao officials ar
expansion is in deep trouble, In 1964, Ambassador Wil-still have carbines. tion in southern Laos is a re- instivcted 1o stop ‘America:
diplomats and other sources Jiam Sullivan scriously weak- And new U.S. jeeps are used sult of all these factors, newsmen ‘zoin i%to o
say. - ‘cned  Laotian neutrality | byto drive high-ranking Lao offi- The U.$; Air Force did mtarcqs whc‘r;lcvg ,C;))]m z
The sources base this as- gerceing to a merger of thocers’ wives to the Vientiane stop Hanoi's troops. .o evont them fer possi chS
sessment on dramatic military rightists and neutralist ar-market, : -~ The Lao guerrilla positionsP | o r&m gcilt',‘g ‘
gains the Communists have mles, ] _The Lao soldiers often areare falling like mncglns, Com-involvement in the lighting.
made in southern Laos in the ~ The small ncutralist army of not cven paid. - . munist troops run checkpoints The result is that the pres
last six weeks and the gradualiegs than 10,000 men was swal-  Pay officers stenl the sala- on the main road with impuni-writes ahout American activ
shift to the right under rightistjowed up by the 60,000-man Fies and widows' pensions toly. , ties it can ohserve withou
ressure of neutralist Premier rightist force, putting Souvan- build villas.. - - . Lao troops don't even attack poingg to combat areas an
gouvanna Phouma. na Phouma in the position of - ‘ L .Communist positions in the writes liltle about North Vie
Since the end of April, North having to depend on the right-- Death Reports Delayed  ‘forest, even when they know namese attacks on the peacs
Vietnamese and Pathet Laoist generals. . For example, if a soldier i3 exactly where the cnemy imble 'Laotians which the pres
forces have taken and held gn.o 1061 Hanoi has been Killed, there is no record of his hiding. ;can’t sce and which is hear
two provincial capitals nyrying o force a pro- death made until two.or three = L . wine Promotion .about only in sanitized ve
southern Laos — Attopeu and o) = o odce bt officially nen- months later. The pay officer’ alure .sions from Lao governmer
Saravane — knocked out seven; 1., government on the Lao- pockets the dead soldier’s sal- In southern Laos, there is no spokesmen who omit Lao dr
other Lao Government posi-i: .. ’ . 7% ary for that three months pro-government organization feats and are more intereste

{Jlgnns az;‘xad agréenﬁ‘rvne‘:ﬁzlu; x‘:(t,gle Finding Souvanna and his, While his widow and family in the villages. Failure is re-in prgpaganda than inform:

way to trying to take over neutralist commander Kong 8¢t nothing. warded with promotion. '“f"“"’m'niw4t.=’.-L'a--s

A " This has resulted in some . Col. Khong, the man who ,
Sithandone _and 32§&paa:§%«;§‘zds‘7‘;‘t‘{gck’;‘zf By e garyeascs, according to soldiers’ lost Attopeu, was immedialely .
e oo River ing U.S. aid to the rightists. As. Wives, of them having to enter made a genera‘.th. Godley's’

Such ar%u‘)ve would give Ha- the rightists became more prostbtutloqtostay alive. ?_esplte all hy is, mo ey's
noi complete control of the Powerful, the North Vietnam-. Other wives say that after policy remains the same.

"Lac-Cambodian border. eso launched stronger attacks..their husbands go into action, . Accor ding to American

. : 'they never receive any salary. sources, he is agreeable to
In the same period, Souvan- Succesive U.S. ambassa-*" - : tting U.S. military advisor
na Phouma — under strongdors did nothing to stop cor- With no money despite the DU B i the oy training. _

rightist political pressure — ruption and poor leadership U.S. largesse an with his wife - L
hfs delgg(;ted the Defonse which. weakenicd the Laotians, and family left to fend forfg;";?&ﬁgr il;d-:::)lg]h places as v o
Ministry to a rightist, agreed They could think only of more themselves, the Lao soldier '™ Ly.SCHO00L .
to consult with rightwingers on military aid. naturaily does not feel like The only reason this has not.
important policy decisions and Charge 'd'Affaires Robert fighting and taking risks. lf)eeg dfonle is he caunot find-:
is now agreeing to a reshuffle Hurwitch and the present Am. U.S. officials have tried to fWi0S, r?]towtmg agtgms by tt_he :
of the cabinet which would fa-bassador, G. McMurtric God-‘get ‘around this by running a ;.- enate to curb Laos aciiv-,
vor the rightists. ley, greatly worsened the situ- separate army and ' having ™% . ‘
" These sources blame U.S.ation by escalating American U.S. accountants pay the Godley's subordinates say
diplomats for these develop-military help to the rightists, troops. he has okayed the supply of
ments. - Admittedly, the move was _The snag is that these sol- ammunition to Laotians which;

U.S. Criticized made in the face of increased diers are in the forefront of has not been budgeted yet. |
“The Americans have d o North Vietnamese attacks, but the fighting in guerrilla teams He is willing to provide ai#;

cans have done 1 orihe North Vietnamese in  North -~ Vietnamese rear strikes as much as the Laoi

?l?c}fo &fe one dtsllxré%eggg d*;glf]gif_‘ success was due to weakness- areas and' take hieavy casual-need them, American sources|

"ther,” the sources said. es in the Lao army which no ties. say. ' T

" The United States has sup-2id could erase. ’ N CIA Tactical Failures Hanoi Not Stopped - |

Ygﬁgsdfggistiil;ssug?g: fgolr;g; . -Support Missions Flown - -1 Agked why he did not join' But these methods neithen
1 r b

i " Under Hurwitch and Godley, this force, ono Lao officer stop Hanol, as cvents in South-
fc",‘,i,p%’?(‘,‘ "fm“d‘{llse°f\f0§'t’ha{}i§§; the United States, flew close said: I don’t want to getern Laos prove, nor do they
namese. This has severely 3if support missions for the killed.” ) help the officially neutral
- weakened the Lao governsL:@0 army, put in additional Many casualtics are due to stance of Souvanna Phouma,
ment's neutrality. - i military advisers and distrib- tactical- failures by the U.Svan avowed U.S. policy objec-

On the other hand; the Uniti uted M16 rifles. Central Intelligence Agencyftive.
ed States has been unable to The North Vietnamese con- operatives. . ' Yet at the same time, God-
give the Lao military suffidtinued to throw in their infan- “They put their troops injey s protecting Souvanna
cient help to stop the Commu-;try and the Laotians remain fixed positions, which are not from the rightists and prevents
nists because massive aid as they are now—in deep mili- camouflaged, o that they ¢an ing the Laotians from forming
would destroy Laos’ neutrality tary trouble. be resypplied by air. fina 21 alliance with South Viet- s
completely. The Lao military merely The North Vl-e_t'?amege mf nam and Thailand. !
““Tracing events back to 1964 used the U.S, money to build the positions ea:xﬁr 8:‘ SIUL  When the rightwingers want-
reveals the contradictions of new houses and invest in busi-them out or watch the Buer- .=, =i, 1o Souvanna recent-

U.S. policy with a continual nesses, rillas leaving and, ambush, o “o o
tendep ?Esuccessive Ameri- The Laotians_ refuse to ad-them. UE-S- air eupport lné;,ited°ds‘t’§,_es‘?‘.'§§§u°ﬁ, Llats‘tlh;
can ambassadors to lean more vance now unless there is alerms Ol enemy tport them. This apparently

‘toward military aid to the U.S. Alr Force strike or, at the trucks destroyed. is just sbout " ated. a milita En rove-
Rightists than toward the neu- very least, Lao air and artil-2s useless... ‘i.-,.-..‘_.»..u,m.m....s..‘ﬁem In the situa u% ingo ove-

i OOV P E P e tease 2004103/04 : CIA-RDP80-EH8tPHR000700030001-4
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t PARIS, June 18--North
Vietnam charged today that
there are more than 12,000
U.S. military personncl, 10,000
.Thai soldiers, plus an un-
named number of Central In-:
telligence agency operatives
now active in Laos.

The numbers came from
Nguyen "Thanh Le, Hanoi's
press spokesmen at the Viet-
nam peace talks here. The
U.S. press spokesman, Stephen

Ledogar, ciled recent White
House announcements in sup-

port of lower figures: A total]
of 616 American citizens di-;
rectly employed, plus 424 on!
contract. The White House
also claims there are no U.S.
“ground combat troops”  in
Laos,  although Hanoi - has
never charged that there were.'
Its accusations refer to air-'
men, military advisers, train.
ing officers, political, security.
and intelligence agents,.

The Laos numbers quarrel,

was one of the few new ele-
ments which emerged from

rthe 7l1st session of the dead-

locked peace talks. Observers
had the imipression that what:
ever diplomatic action mlght
be in progress was being cons
ducted elsewhere, and the del-
egates’” here were marking,
‘time by repentlng well lmown

‘positions, . . . .
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THE NEW YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS

18 June 1970

o Cambodna- 'Why the Generals 'Wo

; . { Each couwp was followed by, and

i . Peter Dale Scott .'

' President Nixon’s ground operations in - :
- Cambodia with-US troops will likely
_be over, as he promises, by June 30,
.-1970. The long-range strategy by
“which the Cambodian adventure was
* undertaken almost certainly will not
* be. For though the invasion itself was
f,unprecedented, all of the prior ele-
I"ments in the sccnario were often
repeated clichés, from the initial mili-
"tary overthrow of a popular leader by
l a right-wing pro-Amecrican clique, to
the announced response to an enemy
3 *invasion” at a time when the pros-
i pects for ending the war seemed to be
' increasing. Most characteristic of all is
~the likelihood that Nixon was pres-

! overthrown

P VD S SN S

helped " to facilitate, an escalation .
t of the US military effort which the

to demonstrate in our book, The

i Politics of Escalation in Vietnam, the’

result (if not the intention) of every one .
of these escalations was to nullify a real

(I would now add that we failed suffi- :
ciently to emphasize the role of our ¢i-
vilian and military intelligence services
‘in bringing about all of the crises in
question, as well as the present one.)
The second cliché of the scenario”
‘was Lon Nol's deliberate breach of the |
accommodation hitherto
between the NLF troops in Cambodia

|
|

7 and the troops of Pnompenh, fol-

lowed by a precipitous retreat, in the

" sured by the Joint Chiefs to authorize
: the Cambodian adventure in great :
haste, and in such a way as to bypass
or overrule most of his civilian ad-
© visers, as a response to an “emergency”
for which US intelligence agencies and |
perhaps the Joint Chiefs themselves.

. were largely responsible. .
:  Even if terminated by June 30, the
 Cambodian adventure has confirmed
yet again what some of us have been
saying for years: that at present the
i US military apparatus in Southeast
\Asia will work to reject a new policy
of de-escalation as .cértainly as the
“human orgapism will work to reject a
" transplanted heart. The formula to
" neutralize this rejection process has
. unl'ortunately not yet been drscovered ‘

+

In _other’ words one cannot under- |
nand what has happened recently in
Cambodia without understanding the |
" whole history of the Second Indochina :
_War. One cannot for example apprecr-
ate Lon ‘Nol's expectations in over- |
" throwing Prince Sihanouk on March 18
‘without recalling the anti-neutralist
! military coups of late 1960 and April !
‘1964 in Laos, or of January 1964 and
. June 1965 in Saigon. Us personnel
, were involved in (or at the very least,
¢ cognizant or) every one ol' these
f coup’.l et .- 1'.

s enwTn b

a--“
—— e e

- light enemy probes, back to the out-

! itous provocation of a much stronger

. pared to similar events in the Second

Ecycle of cycle of escalation which by now can

face of what seem to have been only !

regime would not have |
¢ tolerated. As my colleagues and I tried *

or apparent threat of peace at the time.' |_

established '

po iCy. Lhe milifary pressure on INLXOR -
. to escalafe hastily in Cambodia recalls '
the pressure on Kennedy to escalate in :
1962 and on Johnson to escalate in .
1964, first in résponse to Laos and |
later in response to the alleged Tonkin
Guif “incident” of August 1964. In all

cases, including the present one, a key

STAT

| role was played by our intelligence

agencies, who' first helped Yo~ induce
a crisis which they subsequently miss
reported to the President.

Furthermore, all but the most rudr-l
. mentary forms of civilian review within
_the exccutive branch were suppressed. .
When the first US arms shipment to '
Cambodia was announced on April 22
by White House press secretary Ronald
Ziegler, his counterpart Robert McClos-.
key at the State Department admitted - .
. that he “knew nothing about it” (New = - -
“York Times, April 24, 1970, p. 3). On
April 23, the very day that “emer-

skirts of Pnompenh itselfi- This gratu- |, gency” meetings of the Special Action

enemy has been treated as irrational by
several ‘well-established American ana-
- lysts, but it will be seen to have its
own Machiavellian logic when"me-

Indochina War. By the same combina- |-

tion of absurd provocation and pre- |-

.cipitous withdrawal in previous spnngs.
Laotian troops (and/or their Amencan
advisers) secured the first commitment
of US combat troops to Thailand—the |
first in Southeast Asia, for that matter— | i
in . May 1962, and the first bombings'
of Laos-which Aviation Week cor-'
rectly reported to be  “the’ first US
offensive mlhtary action since Korea”—

. in May 1964.2 : i

Thus Lon Nol's actions, far from
being irrational, followed a " recipe
for US support which by now has
~been tested many times and never‘
known to fail. The exigent realities of | '
the monsoon season and the US budg-
etary process encourage an annual\

be not only analyzed but predrcted

D

T;re thlrd and most fnghtemng chche |
iis the phenomenon of the artificially
‘induced ‘“‘crisis” used as a pretext
'for hasty executive actions which’

RN
{

" Group began to consider the Fishhook ,
invasion, Secretary of State Rogers-
told a House Appropriations subcom-:
.mittee that "if US troops went into
Cambodia “our whole (Vietnamization)
‘program is defeated,” and that “we
have no incentive to escalate into
. Cambodia™ (Washington Post, May 6, "'
, 1970. Al). In the wake of the Fish-_

hook decision (“Operation  Pro-
’metheus ) it was suggested that the
Joint-Chiefs of Staff had

% “..pulled an end run in their

1. effort to get the attack against the

: border areas approved.... Some

... believed Mr. Laird found himself

- "in the.final stages of planning for -
the invasion without being fully | .
consulted and informed during the |
preliminary planning stages [Chris- - |

" tlan Sclence Monitor, May 14,

- 1970} . :

Perhaps the most embarrassmg phght
was that of Senate Republican leader '
,Hugh Scott, who .was '

.cut adrift with White House- .|
-msprred statements that renewed | . .
- bombing of the North was .a }
remote contingency at the very \
time a hundred American planes’

were dropping bomb?d across the
- demilitarized zone.*

e e e
—

\
¢ Constitutional procedures undcr Nnx-
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The Modern Corporation .
and Private Property

by Adolf A. Berle

and Gardiner C. Means.
Harcourt, Brace & World, 380 pp;, $2.75

Power .
by Adolf A. Bétle.
Harcourt, Brace & World,

603 pp., $10.00
K. W. Wedderbur:t’l

In 1932 Berle and Means published a
major work of the New Deal era, The

18 June 19

Yet', as usual, social organization

in practice the argument had been

Jcettled “squarely’ in favor of Professor

‘Dodd’s contention” (The Twentieth
Century Capitalist Revolution). Man-
‘agers, he argued, say they consider,
and do consider, the corporation’s!

managers of the giant corporations\”

thereby with a social “‘conscience.” By "
1959 he doubted even the desirability

: Modern Corporation and Private Frop-
.erty. Through or from this book
: and corporation law, once thoughﬁ
" maverick, but now fashionable, even

\of stockholder control, which he held

s -

Without Property).=" - ™%
To those 'traditionalis

moved on, paying scant regard to legal -
| rhetoric. By 1954, Berle asserted that

- operations carried on by the state, The

interest in a very wide setting. The|

have become, Berle claimed, imbued -

rincrcascd concentration of capital and
grqwing managerial control in the mid-
Sixtics. But Berle's Preface reveals little
new. He restates his political thesis:
corporations are essentially *political
constructs™; their operations are *like”

text of Modern Corporation '
ncluded: M

1932
€o

. BN

The rise of the modern corpora-- ’
tion has brought a concentration = -.
of economic power which can. -~ :
compete on equal terms with the' . ;
. modern state.... The future may .. 7:
see the economic organism now - . "
typified by the .corporation not .
only on an equal plane with the " -~
state, but possibly  even supersed-
ing it as the dominant form of

lhy

-

| whom *‘control” by stockholders exer- social organization.

| conventional: the inability of thou-
‘sands of stockholding “owners” to
"govem, often even to influence, the
" managers actually in charge of giant

cised through corporation meetings and

flowed many concepts of corporations i to be little more than ritualistic (Power |
is, ' ‘then’,' for
the stock market is an integral part of ‘

Today, there are more corporations
[ /in the world than there are nations

the model of capitalism, Berle is @) yith incomes greaterc than the gross -

- companics; the emergence of modern
- management -in large self-financing cor-
! porations which reflects this “‘separation
i of ownership and control™; the grow-
" ing concentration of capital in these:
i legally personificd aggregations to a
point where they dominate modern
capitalist societies. Since the book was
written, Berle has been prominent not
only in academic and legal circles but
also in political and diplomatic life.
During the New Deal Berle was
pioneer in the debate about the nature;
of corporate power and for that he is;

likely to"be best remembered. For
‘instance, in 1932 he engaged in a,
famous exchange in the Harvard: Law
‘Review on the question—then revolu-;
tionary in itself—*For Whom are Cor-;
‘porate Managers Trustees?” Tradition-!
ally, directors’ duties relate to the
intcrests of the corporation and “espe-
cially of the stockholders. ‘Professor
-Merrick Dodd in the Review argued’
‘that it was appropriate by then to
recognize wider duties 10 the commu-
‘nity at large. Berle was attracted by
this view, new in 1932, but, as a
lawyer, could not adopt it. The various
corporatipn laws in the United States) -

did not then (and still do not) go
much further than to permit manage- .
ment to devote corporate assets to
philanthropic - purposes, and the inter- !
ests of stockholders still-dominate the -
rhetoric of its legal duties. e

Approved For Re
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maverick; but he has withstood their] inational product of Ireland. In the US
attacks. The criticism of Professor| gome 10 percent of corporate entities

Henry Manne in 1952-‘9',‘0"3‘.“!"‘3. he icontrol two-thirds of the non-farm :
called an attempt to describe twen-:
tieth-century institutions with “'nine-
teenth century economic fqlk]ére."
Three years later he replied to the
economist, Professor Shorey ‘Pete'x‘h'&n.
that classical economics just did not ||
g_flccount for modern corporate capital-

within the classical economic system.” "
Supply and demand are not what they -
were; prices are widely fixed, not com-

petitive; large enterprises with guaran- j
teed markets ‘do not behave like. the companies which will span the world.”

classical entrepreneur in the ‘market
place. 1f the profit motive is still “'reg-
nant,” the giant corporation’s managers,
‘Berle argued, are influenced today by
many new considerations, not least gov-
ernment policies and contracts. i
One turns eagerly, therefore, to the
new edition of Modern Corporation—
which contains a new Preface by Berle
and a new Appendix by Means—and to
Berle’s recent, more general work on
Power. In his new Appendix Means
carefully documents the evidence for:

|perception of Berle and Means has -
|| been justified for America. For the rest
.of the world, their conclusion was
‘préphetic. -The dominant organization

jReeonts > Ameri ‘of the next decade will be the multi- ’
a ism: “A .vast sector of the American “pational or international corporation.

economy is not, even theorctic_ally,_ ‘National governments, said a British -

economy (what Berle elsewhere calls.
“the highest concentration of econom-':
lic power in recorded history™). The -

cabinet minister in 1968, “including .:
the British Government, will be re- .
duced to the status of a parish council

in dealing with the large international

5' One in nine of the industrial workers -
| in Scotland today is employed by an
t American enterprise. In 1966, 22 per-
cent of Britain’s “exports™ were trans; -
actions betwcen <branches of multi- -
national corporations. Trade unions-
.throughout Europe are disturbed by -
| the new multinational faces behind the
| masks across the bargaining table. As a
commentator in the London Times -
wrote in April, *(1] nternational corpor- .-
ations have now a massive power,' ﬁ'ot.‘
only financial but industrial, and nos.:
one really has the first idea how they-
Lexercise it.” When and if we do know, ™
Iwhat can we do about it2, T
Besle and Means summed «up thet!
program of the Modern Corporation:
“[T]he ‘control® of the great corpora-

|
i
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X Reds SmashLaotian“ Ef?ort :
- | To Retake Provincial Capital

By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
Spcnln_l to The Slar

PAKSE, Laos—North Viet-
namesc and Pathet Lao forces
have smashed Royal Lao army
and U.S-led gucrrilla forces
trying to retake the provincial
capital of Saravane widch the
Reds captured June 9,

Lao military sources here said
the government forces fled and
_Isplit up into small groups after
the Communists hit them Tues-
da{ night at the village of Ban-
kok, 3 to 4 miles northwest of
Saravane, ‘ N

“There is no hope of retaking
Saravene,” the source said,

wt s - | In the Saravane fighting, 350

Lao troops were listed as dead,
wounded and missing. . -

U.S. Base Hit

Now an American base, Nong
Bua, 10 miles east of Saravane,
has come under Communist fire,
Nong Bua is used by the Ameri-
cans for watching the Ho Chi
Minh ¢rail to the east. The
Americans work for the Central
Intelligence Agency., = .

- “The annex' personnel have
becenwithdrawn,” informed
sources sald. CIA men have
been posing as enaployes inthe
“annex” of the U.S. Aq.e‘::{for
!ntemttloull;mt,nlop Jn
Pakse, Sy

-

American aircraft {oday were
picking up refugees from Nong
Bua and flying them to this Mec-
kong River town,

The military sources said
there Is only a small group of
North Vietnamese iInside Sara-
vane itsclf. Most of the North
Vietnamese are hiding In forests
around the town.

U.S. F4 jets have been hitting
North Vietnamese positions on
Saravane's perimeter without
much success.” They have been
encountering’ heavy ground fire,
The town itsclf has not been
bombed. . .. ..

Pincer Attack Stopped

"Last weekend, a speclal guer-
rilla umit with American advis-
ers entered Saravane as a pre-
lude to a pincer assault by regu-
lar Lao troops. The pincer move,
however, -was broken up by
Communist forces dug in outside
the town, ’

.The Lao were regrouping at
Bankok when North Vietnamese
forces overran their position,

Col. Suchal, the commander of
the guerrilla units, and his men

have now' fled to another U.S,
base, Site 39, between. Saravane
snd the Ho Chi Minn Trall,

i1 '.( _\.k.". WA

. With - Saravane: now ' ightly

RN il

within their grip, the North Viet-
namese are cxpccted to concen-
trate on plcking off airstrips
which resupply the government
forces East of Saravane,

If Site 39 and Nong Bua, fall,
the government presence in the
Saravanc area will practcally
be ended. '

Hanoi's Fear Scen

The Réds' reason for the take-
over in Saravane Province is he-
lieved to be their fear of South
Vietnamese intervention against

avane, .
*To observers, the North Viet-

demonstrated once again the in-
competence of the Lao army,
although it I8 backed by U.S.
air. power and ground advisers.

Lao army defenders at Sara-
vane ‘reportedly fought for only
10 minutes, though the -civil

{home guards fought against the
Vietnamese for five hours until},

they had run out of ammunition.
-Morale is low in the Lao army.
because of what critics say is
pooir leadership, corruption in
the pgeneral staff (particularly

non-payment of the .troops), no
leave yllandnuqn,gnd.w

g

.%mr‘v:&"f.l,'i'.".’.'* Lo, nce
O X A ;
:

the trail sanctuaries east of Sar- ‘

namese success at Saravane!

N

______
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Opium pours through Thailand. It is grown in un- ;
wiiio reachable and little-controlled areas of Burma, Laos, \L '

ES
!

. i* " and Yunnan province in Communist China. Some also %

3
'
1
i
s
1

.| junk merchants:

""- S [} » » . . " e P y .

by % is grown in Thailand. In'these countries narcotics " . " International
lramckingui{lv%}veg UWDIQ'ii‘I.thigh places. T e narcotics traffic -6
b By Johin kiughes : ‘.-.',g';i,'(‘ " Publicly the government has set itself ', o R o o

Staff correspondent of 000 drug addicts of its own. Heroin addiction +J;

o

. The Christian Science Monitor =

©1970 The Christian Sclence Publishing Society
-~ AWl rights reserved ¢

o

-FDR THE JUNK MERCHANTS OF -
* Southeast Asia, Thailand is the corridor .,
through which their lllegal merchandise |
must pass to Hong Kong and the Jucrative
) markets of America. -
! But to many, Thailand seems less a cot-
* ridor than a four-lane highway down which
narcotics shipments roll with ease. '
. Of course, there are tolls.. The police must

)

‘be paid off. Experts in the business say the °}°

| going price is'$5 per kilo of opium at each |

of five checkpoints between the oplum-grow- |

ing borderlands of the north. and the capital 5
city of Bangkok. But $25 a kilo in payoffs is -
small enough overhead in a business where '
the profit rolls in by hundreds of thousands -,

of dollars, i

Some Thai ofMicials are clearly in this':
business up to their elbows. One recent .
incident illustrates the point, J

Thal residents of a Bangkok suburb noted ,

‘suspicious activity at a godown (warehouse) |
in their neighborhood. A helicopter kept j
fluttering down, There was furtive unload- :

. Ing. They told the police and the, police, sus-

' pecling an illegal liquor racket, raided the .
warchouse. Instead of liquor, they found it
stocked with fresh oplum. '

. The embarrassing point of the story is that |

" in Thailand only the border police and the
' Army operate helicopters.. ' |

.« 1In ecarlicr years, the oplum trafiic in Thal-

i land was practically a monopoly of the.

¢ police, Inv in tra xtended
' into the c#ﬁﬂ%&eaﬁ'\ﬁen :
. ts difcult to state. Says one Thal official:

!‘omlnglyj‘ !

1
1. atende flim Fuemlerman ¥

" e g g e = = = w

N

Bangkok, Tﬁmiland E

“Thai output rated low:: «

The Tnels argue that thelr country.ls ... '\
transit route for illicit narcotics and .that lruu"“}" 3

SaRey2

“There’s a line above which’.

,:;] against the opium traffic. Thailand has 200,- ..
'_J

is increasing sharply, particularly among
young Thais. The government is, as a

United Nations report puts it, "‘alive to the .

problem.”

It has cut back imports of acetic an- %

hydride, a necessary agent for processing

“ heroin, An Anti-Narcotic Drugs Association

has been set up to combat addiction. There
are drug seizures by the Thai police. But
the UN report concludes gloomily that the -
“gituation has not materially improved" in
recent years and has even been '‘exacer-
bated,” by s ' N

v he o [vn

PR e
-

their neighbors are much, bigger oplum,
producers than they are. -

The argument is valid. Of the 400 to 600
tons of opium which comes out of Southeast -
Asla each year, Burma and Laos grow the !

bulk, Thailand produces only between 15and . °
50 tons. In Burma the government Is incap. * -+

able of halting production, while in Laos

the Army is engaged in the opium traffic - -

and the: Air Force helps transport the crop.

For much of this production, Thailand is § ™"

the conduit. Some Thais are profiting hand.

somely from the passage of opium through -\ -.
their country. Law-enforcement officers | -
elsewhere in Asia are divided as to how'; =

much more the Thai Government could do -

to pinch off the trafflc, Some credit Thal , *

authorities with increased effort,

Others are harsher in their judgments, |-
Says the narcotics chief of one Southeast !

Asian country: i

“There are only three main routes running
down Thailand. If they really wanted to, the . :
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Southeast Asia till now has been & minor
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* American military actions over- 7.
;i Vietnamese spy.
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Cdn Conﬂress gﬁeﬂam Control?
oS

While the U.S. Senale is tlvmg-
" to reassert the role of Congress in

Tscas through Cooper-Church and
. other resolutions, the extent of

secret, undercover operaiions illus-

‘trates the difficulty of exerting
. real control.

There is, for example, Lhe recent

‘«

)

iy
i

i

charges of murdering a

¥ compelled the Army to abandon
« the trial of eight Green Berets on
“North
And Congress:

- learned only long after the fact
;; 'that the Tonkin Gulf

incident,

., upon which American military es-
. calation in Vietnam was based,
- involved an electronic spy ship,.

" national Development director, Dr, .-

- Intelligence Agency "operafions in .

Laos. Not only does such long-’ -

involvement bring: are heing made in secret, in re-.

.. sponse: to immediate crises rather.
but it raises questions about how . *

the effective direction of the CIA .
is exercised by regularly consti-

term  secret

suspicion on the AID activities,

: tuted -govérnmental authority.

payment of $50 million a year

- since 1967 to Thailand for sending

a combat division to Vietnam.

A few months back, CIA seuecy goals

———— s o

S

- John A, Hannah, that his econom- -
- ic ‘assistance agency has been used
" since 1962 as a cover for Central,

- not a routine patrol.
admission of the Agency, for Inter- -

L. Fletcher Prouty, a retired Air
"Force colonel who describes in
“The Washington Monthly” some
methods by which the CIA uses
and outflanks other government
agencies, concludes that “more
and more foreign-policy decisions:

“ than' in’ accordance with - ‘long-,

‘range plans and all too often with’
very little congultation with.

- -, professional forelgn -policy or mlh-
Another “secret” that recently™:

‘became known to Congress and
‘the American public is the T.S.

- tary planners.”

The record suggests that Con-~

gress has its hands full in any

-effort 1o make American power:
overseas accountable to the public
in line ‘with plofessed Amencan"

e et e
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Foreign aid and

: .President Nixon has said he
1 places “a high priority” on the for-
- eign aid program. His special Peter-
son Task Force on aid for the 70s
agreed and recommended greater
emphasis than in the past on funnel-
ing aid through multilateral agen-
cies. Yet, as usual, the foreign aid
appropriations bill took a shellack-
ing in the House.

This led Rep. Donald Fraser (D--

Minn.) to comment: “I am unable to
understand how so many members
are able to follow our President into
a war, and defend them in the war,
all solidly lined up behind the Presi=
dent, both Democrat and Republican,
-and yet be unwilling to, follow our
President in his request for peace-
. ful works in the world.”

That in a nub is what's wrong in
this topsy-turvy era — unlimited
billions for military ventures, only
a handful of peanuts for peaceful
economic endeavors and, even then,
the peanuts are given on condition
that most are bought in the United
States. '

The President had requested a
total of $2.7 billion. The House ap-

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 :
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proved $2.2 billion. Left untouched,
of course, was the $350 million fo
the sale of military arms on credit
and the estimated $470 million ear-
marked for Vietnam assistance not
included in the Defense budget, The
House cut $537 million from the
amount the President aslted {or eco-
nomic assistance to soroe 70 other
countries and $37 million from the
technical assistance funds distributed
on a multilateral basis by several
international organizations,

Some of these cuts ran and
should be restored when the money
bill is considered by the Senate. But:
the Administration and t{he Agency

. for International Development (AID) | -

are only’ making their appeals for
funds more’ difficult by the admis-"~
sion this wesk thai the economié aid |
mission in Laos has been used since
1962 and still is being used as a
cover for CIA operations, Similarly, .
the speculation that in the future ™
military personnel will run the AID
operation in Vietnam is disturbing.
1f troops withdrawal and a political
solution is the correct avenue for.
peace in Indochina, any move to
militarize economic aid missions sub-
verts and discredits this program
even before it begins. o,

e S, i
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HALK UP another fumble; - French axd was - planted by

for this government’s most: "¢ London’s spy agency. :
‘hecessary - evil,-the Central Ir -But now ‘comes John" Han~
‘tolligence Agency Tt has Fe-, - nah; head of the CIA, to con-
Hated]yandl,eluctan’clyadmlttedg 'f_ess that ‘the "CIA has been
-+ what thousands have’ ‘known: _.;opelatmg under the AID’ cpver
-for a long time ~ that it hasi:in-Laos since 1962 S

 been using the Ageney for I 5. gINGE. IS Is ‘o iews to

tematmnal,wDevelopment ‘bher the- Laohans or. the

- placid and peacefally ouented

‘helpbhe-innocents: quasi-char-] Cqmmumst “Pathet Lao- seek-,

ity group, &5 & cover for its;‘ing control of that rmserable
w2/ Aslan country, the-taint of

opemtmns in Laos:. "7 . -
“This fumble was mu]ti-' “Mr,  Hannah’s confessmn wﬂl
‘not harm the CIA. .

faceted, In the first place; we:

preweusly have argued that if: But ‘there is every Dldbabll-

“the CIA {s necessary, let it be: " ity that AID’s efforts in help-

& completely separate govern-: s ing ‘Laotian" peasants and.

“ment function opem,ted solelyg_' "mountam tribesmen will suffer |
or. the Comrhunists now .can .

for 1ts intended purpose. - to
spy on friend and foe as’ par ‘be expected to capitalize on the |
‘dlandestine activity.-

:ofour: naﬁmnal secumty ! i \ .
“We -have voiced objections

“'SECONDLY, we' ha"e;; before to ‘the CIA's use of
“argued . there 'is little’ distinc- _ .legitimate prpgrams as skirts !
» tion to. be gained. by the CI . ~behind which it can hide,’ We i

‘in being the only spy agency: “have beenfavpai(lledAby the CIA |
usitig uniform merican’
in history’, o admib:, it" eve % knervicemen . to' do- its dirty,
ex1stvs, let - alone - “outlines _ifs slbiet necessary, work. -
various guccesses and failures, 7" ! o

: Bngland can be credited with * .~ * THIS nation’s fore1gn a1d ef- -
senlom”cy in the espionage busi<’ . forls have been shot through
‘ness and it has yet to ;admit™ with ' enough- troubles, waste
“what the U.S. State’ 'Demrt . and. inconclusive results to be
ment knows to-be a fact <= urdened m’oh covelt intelli-:
that -during the. Revolutionary ¢ genca~ missions 'which should.
(War, Benjamin- Franklin’ ave: enough “tools of ~their *
Englxzuh-r‘rendh~spcak1ng trang-s:" niefarions - ‘trade fo stand .on ‘3

: labor in Parig ‘when ‘he sought - their.own feet,”. 7 3w )

FHE I S
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s
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Yietnam] war'is festing

!
| T o i
[ A Aer ternaliy.1s painfully evi-
i dent, \ihiat hag Jot: bpehiso clear is the
! devastiiting imprint the vap is:‘making on

one of th;.nation’s finest endeavors, its
| foreign assistance to-have-not countrics.
America’s world reputation as a gener-
ous, humanitarian, peace-loving nation
'3 a casvalty of both the war itself and
| its effect on foreign aid. .

The Nixon Administration this year

" submitted the’ smallest budget requost -

for the Agency for International Devel-
.opment-(AID) since'the program began.
~The’ .Hoise . Appropriations Committee
last week reduced this record low re-
quest by 25 per cent to $1.645 billion. War
costs, pestponed domestic needs and in-
+flation were cited for the decrease,

4 In the Senate, where funds have been -

“restored in the past, foreign aid has lost
- its champions.” Senate Majority Leader
" Mike Mansfield {Dem., Mont.) has said
~he will vote against any foreign aid
| appropriation, charging that aid leads
jonly to foreign military involvements.

i Manisficld’s -charge need not be true.
" The United States has provided econom-
; e . assistance to developing  nations

» where the "dominant” goal .has been to ,

: CIA-RDP80-01601

..y Foreign Aid Dwindling

- provide food, shelter, jobs, medicine, not

. to “‘buy” political converts.

_ But. the AID program has been
smirched by political- “strings™ (often
“tied by Congress) and: by being ‘used as

-an_instrument of military opérations:

AID, Dircctor John A.- Hannah admitted
last week that the progeam is baing used

STATINTL

reflecl a military priority. Al of the
reduction came in- the economic astist-
ance work of AID in 77 countries. The'
program of military - agsistance .tg 50
countries was untouched. . "~ o
Not included in the AID -budget is
economic and . military . assistance " in
Southeast Asia, largely to' South Viet-
nam, This aid, sct at '$2.3 billion, ig
conlained in the defense appropriation.
By comparison, then, the United States
would spend $3-in aid to-South Vietnam
and its neighbors next year for every- $2

" it provides in. aid for the rest of . the

world, T TR
This reduction and military focus of
AID is occurring at a erucial time in the'

world-wide struggle for higher living .

“standards. The record of performance of |

the developing, countries -is cleariy |
promising. B :
Yet, the United States is falling far- '

ther hehind the pledge which it and

other aid-giving nations made in 1964 to :
contribute 1 per cent of their gross na-
tional product to the development of the .
third world. , . §
Commenting on this crisis in aid; Les-
ter Pearson,.a former -Canadian Jprime
minister and author of 4 study of for-
eign aid said: “A planet cannot, ‘any
more than a country, survive half slave,
half free, half engulfed in misery, half ,
carcening along toward -the ::supposed |

,

*joys of almost - unlimited consurption.

e

+could survive® areh:contraiis, And we |

Neither our. ecolpgy nor our morality

s a cover for Central Intelligence Agen- *., have perhaps 16 vears to egini 1% cor- |

ey (CIA) operations in Laos. iHannah, »

. Who was eritical. of- the Laog- operation,’
‘said CIA agents have not infiltrated ihe

 use made of aid activities, .| .\
i . The,"Housg, cuts .j ,the .

3

1

. sources and the enlightened spirit neces-
..5ary-to begin to .heal the

e 47 Ay satly end i the, war is essential so:
:'AID programin’ any other countries; but v that the United States can find the re--
- the result is a deepencd su‘spiciog' of the

reet the -imbqlé\:}ce and -to .0 co<in
F I BT e S

t
!
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Based upon a number of distressing
revelations in the past few years, there

! s little doubt but that the United States
foreign-aid program needs a thorough

administrative overhaul. In this regard,
the Nixon administration’s reorganiza-
tion proposals have been awaited with
l‘more than ordinary interest.

' While the premdentlal message, due
| 1ater this month, is expected to embrace
'the general idea set forth in the task
i force report from a survey headed by

Xthe retired president of ihe Bank of -
: America, Rudolph A. Peterson, somé of

. the indicated changes are quite contro-
“versial. The Peterson study recommend-
‘ed clear separation of economic-devel-
opment assistance from military-sup-
{port-aid. This obviously derived from
repeated instances of abuse of foreign-
ald projects by the military or intelli-
gence agency strateglsts

-But under the Nixon ‘plan, the De-
fense Department apparently would
‘take ‘over the financing and operation -
of economic programs such as the South
Vietnamese . -military “budget, -public-
health, refugee care and the {raining of
police. These are programs ‘which have
been under the wing of the Agency for
International Development (AID), the.

chief foreign-aid agency, with 'some co-’

operation from defense agencies.
Would this ‘change be a redress of pow-
er? Although the clear-break concept
between military and civilian functions *
is emmently valid, the question here
—as in other areas—is how far the mil- -
itary is fo be permltted to go.into:.pro- "
grams that properly 'should be’ under °
civilian control., The recent admission, -
by Dr. John:A, 'Hannah, AID. [director, ,
that- the Central Intelhgence Agency

STATINTL

%A\naﬂ @mnnc@nbm Stands at the @rabssn'@mﬂ

has been using the AID proy'ct in:
1.aos asa “cover” for intelligence opera-

tions is indication enough of how para-"
military activities have subverted civil- |

ian authority in foreign policy functions.
There is no reason to believe that Laor

is the only place- where thls has hap- :

pened. .
It seems almost unbehevable that

such a thing could occur -anywhere :

without as much as a mild challenge

from the State Department. It is equally
revealing that in his March 6 report on °

aid to Laos, Mr. Nixon failed to mention

any CIA, role there, a role which has -

~ been-a-fact since 1962, according to Dr.

Hannah, Of course,- maybe the presi-

dent didn’t know about it.

‘Although the House has passed a for- :
eign-aid appropriation totaling $2.3- -bil-

lion—of which an estimated $750-mil-

lion appears to be for military assist-’

ance—the Senate has the obvious op-
tion of holding back on this funding.
And it should, until the president’s aid-

‘revision plans are submitted and stu- -

died. We can think of no other pro-

gram, financed with tax dollars, that ..
has come into such illrepute—partly

because of some shady, last-minute

deals under which millions of dollars

‘have been sent to dictators such as

Chiang Kai-shek so that they may buy |
more warplanes Other reasons for the |

“program’s bad reputation lately includ-

ed its gross failure to realize the es-

teemed goals set for it, such as in Latin :

America, -and the fact that funds for
-economic development have been trim-
" med frequently while military portions
were either unchanged or increased.

:Both. the philosophy of and proposed

-operational changes in the aid program

“need a relenﬂess exammat:on -

I AT
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Your opinion is welcome--
for or against these views

DIXIE FM 94,000 WATTS
' AM 5,000 WATTS

THE AMERICAN BROADCASTING COMPANY
ORANGEBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA 20118

Relest Dute
"Well I just have to admit that is true." Newsmen had asked U. S, foreign-aid chief John A.
Hnnnﬂiif funds of the Agency for International Development were being used "as a cover for CIA
cporations in Laes! (AP 6/8/70). Foreign -sid chiéf Mr. Hannchtold newsmen that Agency for
International Development funds were belng used "as a cover for CIA operations in JLasa" and’addox

/ wre LY ﬁ’?d Title:  No Help from AID th the CIA

that President Nixon may propose divoreing such intelligence work from sverseas assistance in the
future, Why? Soviet cultural ballet dancers are trained intelligence experts. Every Scviet

and satellite representative to the United Nation:s is a troined intelligence expert, But, when
the United States'sponda the taxpayers' woney on AID funds, we Just have to give it away with .
"no strings attached". Now, we learn from Mr, Hamnah,s CIA agent whe might serve two ways - help
the underdeveloped pruple and at the same time help his countyry ~ may nobt serve the Uaited Statee,
AID ehief Mr. Hannzh's revelation comes as a by-product of a Semate inguiry led by Sen. Stuarv
Syrington (D-Mo.) intw U. S. and CIA activitios in Laos. AP reports that it is ‘rare Yor sn
axecutive branch official to acknowledge that his orgarmdzation is being uved for Lnﬂerruva work ¥
AID chief Mr. Hennah doea not like CIA mer: doubling as AID rgevcy wen to provide U. 3, intelligence.
¥r. Hannah states, quote "Certainly, cur preference is to got rid of this kind of averation,” end
guote., Mr. Hannah may be overlooking U. S. interests in his dedication to AID interests. Ald
chiof Mr. Hannah might have told newsmwen, "That is CIA business. I have no ccmment.”

On a U. S. State Daparhment redio program which the State Department tapes for broadeast
(WDIX 6/7/70), the State Deparitment explained that AID funds are spent in each coumtry as each
country sees its nesd. Whatever that country thinke it wants to spend the AID funds for, that
was the way the furxle are spent.. Some of these ways might not make mueh sense to the U, S,
taxpayer. DBut, that i=z not the purpose of AID. The purpose of AID is “ou satisfy a social or
economic need of an umderdeveloped people which would make seunse to them even if it did not meet
the logic of the U, S. taxpayer. If the U. 5, taxpayer is going to epend money nnywhere to maks
friends and stop the Communists, what's wrong with the person who is hendling the project being an
employee of the United States government both as an AID man and a CIA man, to do whatever iz in
U. S. Interests? AID interests are CIA interests and they both are U. S. interests - or, so the
rest of us hope.

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4



Approved For Release 2001/03/04

i
H

E - 346,090
5 ~ 744,732

PITTSBURGH, PA. ;
PRESS

JUN 14 1970

ClIA And F@r@a n Aud

Any country running a big-league, foreign

\ policy has “clean’ and ‘““dirty”” activities over-
. seas., The trick is to keep them separate so the

gecond does not rub off on the first.

Dr. John A, Hannah, head of our foreign
aid program, has officially disclosed that
apgents of the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) are poging as aid workers in Laos.

: QIA-RDP80-01 601R000AAV0OBIO0N] -4

ey

pam’s 1]1ega1 invasion of neutral Laos and its
threat to South Vietnam. -
What is objectionable is the foreign-aid !
cover for the operation. !
The U. 8. aid program and the Peace Corps
are two of this country 8 most idealistic, un-4
selfish efforts.

The Communist bloc has long recognized

This reglettable practice started under

them as such and has sought to d h
President Kennedy in 1952 and has continued sought {o discredit them.

> Now, by, mixing aid with secret-agentry, w
) 'under the Johnson and Nixon admiistrations. havg’ f()};]lsh}y iwcn the\Krcmlin g: 5:,{;1; gs\

Dr. Hannah would Iike to “get rid of this beat us with.

kind of operation,” and Mr, Nixon would d0 | The:two are mcompahb]e and ;hould be
well to free foreign aid from association with dworced ag pmmpﬂy as posSlble
* espionage and clandestine warfare. e i B

Professional ClIA-haiters will quarrel w1th » .
the operation itself. But however distasteful, |,/
.1t is essential.

" At great personal risk, CIA agents have
been recruiting and training anti-Communist
;,\guermllas, observmg enemy movements and
“ ‘acting as ‘ground ¢ontrollers: for air strikes. .|
’I‘hexr actmtxes are in response to North Viet-

. R R i
O & 3965 w‘ : O R s S f..a
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o Cte e State :
sl . i e
' , “ RS Diplomatic notes & :
' . w8 ejohn A. Mannah, director of Agency for] .
: A 7 International Development, admitted dur-!
Lo - S ing radio news program that AID programs (= - )
. . L R In Laos were a cover Tor operations of the|. .~ “
E : .S Central Intelligence Agency. Mannah said| N
: R ST lm wat the only such case, and that CIA use| - - o
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' Behind the battle smoke
"(Laos, ' the Communists

cans

studying
ods.

tral Intelligence Agency

written by

declrions  appear to -he
work ot Lao officials. . '

‘has met - with “rcluctance

‘the Lao, population to particl-
ate In the radical soclal revo-

ution,”

{ The' Laotlang " would ~much
ather: sit under a trée, and

mummmimmm

- of
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are

guietly taking over the country-
side with the sickle instead of
the sword. Indeed, the Ameri-
might pick up some
- | pointers .on pacification by
the Communist meth-

Such._a study. has been con-
ducted by the U.S. AID mis-
sion, which provides the cloak
if not the dagger for the Cen-

Laos, -The hush-hush report,
A1D . specialist
Edwin T McKeithen, has been
made available to this column. |

For ' the {first time, it dis-
closes how the North Vietnam-
ese rule - the . countryside by
applying the soft sell. In Laos’
large Xieng Khouang prov-
ince, for example, the report
states. that “virtually all im-|{
portart. . policy decisions are
made by the North Vietnam
eadres; but in a way. that me

¢

_Penaltics ‘Downplayed’

" The . communizing ‘of the
placid and passive Laotiahs,
according to the document,

"Soft Sell Used to Communize Laos

& By Juck Aud_cvrson - ;.

in|this, " the

instead of the lure. .

“personal

(and)

translated
into Lao.
in

reports the document. * °

Answer to AP ‘

tian concentration camp. .

of

with AP. :

e

colorful ropes than engage in
war or politics. Recognizing
North * Vietnamese
have had to set priestly exam-
ples and have bitten off their
tendency to use the scourge

The documernt notes that
involvement with
local women seems to be rare
result "in a- onc-way
ticket back” to North Vietnam.
Communist policy texts are
also softened when they are
from Vietnamese

“The section on incarcerat-
ing people for {reason, profit-
eering, subverglon and other
political crime¢s was stricken
out. Similarly, the passage on
universal military conscription
for men and alternative.serv-
jce for women was delt'éted,-"

The Assoclated Press has ac-|
cusced this column of carcless
reporting in the case!of Aly
Mahmoud, the AD's No, 2 mah
in Cairo, who wasacquitted by
“lan RKgyptian court of splo;
nage charges a year ago but.ig
sUill .languishing in an -ttgyp-

The AP sald we could have
obtained ‘the stralght facts if
we had bothered -merely to
spick up a telephone and check

It 'is the Asuociatd&‘l Press’
that neglected. to make' the
¥ight 1. telephone:* calls: ' and

DP80-0160
STATINTL

Les Whiiten, a reporter for
{his' column, not only made
full use of the telephone but
visited the AP’s office. in Cairo
to got the facts, -~ . - o

If the AP had bothered td
check, it would have learned
that Whitten discussed the

Mabmoud case in detall with
the AP's Cairo bureau chicf,

It would have realized our
story was based solidly upon
the answers that the Cairo bu-
reau chief gave. us. He not
only knows  more about the
Mahmoud case than anyone

our questions reluctantly hut
hongstly. - ‘

If the AP had bothered to
check, it might have discov-
ored that Whitten talked to
other . sources about the Mah-
moud case. Among them was

{the Washington Star's distin-|

guished foreign correspondent,
Andrew - Borowice, himself an
:AP..alumnus, who had been in
Cairo ‘during the Mahmoud af-
fair.’ Borowice felt that Mah-
moud’s outspokeness - about
the Nasser regime, not any €s-
pionage, rot him in" trouble
with the Egyptian authoritics.
The point of our story was
that- AP, rather.than Jeopard-|
ize its news service to Arab
countries, failed to raisc a
public clamor for Mahmoud's
release. AP has done nothing,
to organize an editorial. drive
for his freedom, Instead, as we
sald,” it - has | “pussyfooted
around” to the Egyptian for-
elgn office instead of howling.

oheck e Ihcbss ol

1 utrage, ‘.
&‘5‘.&‘3&&&.&. ‘,
. 4 i © :

i

: CIA-RDP80-01601R00070

|- © 1970, Bel-McClure Gyndipate, !ni,‘
P

.‘f'ystaté'ment"' VIS
Issuedby AP

else at AP, but he answered|

WicaLastdes cntions
i i :5. o] ﬂtlonl difficulties,
oy <} ﬁ r X

The best evidence as to
whether the Associated Press
or this column is telling the
truth, meanwhile, is the AP’s
own file on the Mahmoud
case, We challenge the AP to
make public all their docu .

‘ments and communications re:
iating to Mahmoud. ©- = ™

&4

L

y

. The Assoclated Press issued
the following statement:

The new attack on the Asso-
ciated Press handling of the
case of the imprisoned Egyp-
tian staff member, Aly Mah-
moud, rencws charges that
have no base. '

Andrew Borowiec, the for-
eign correspondent mentioned
in the second column, has
made the following comment:
“#1know from long experience
in-the Arab world that the AP

is doing all it can under the  :

circumstances In Calro. In my -
opinion, the AP simply cannot
do any more to secure Mah-
moud's release,” ,
Borowice sald it would be
totally incorrect for anyone to
infer that the AP was.not at.
tempting to sccurée Mahmoud’s.
release because - 0f the AP'S
business interests:in.the Mid.
dle East. Joseph E. Dynan, the
AP bureau chlef in-Cairo, has
been out of reach for the past
48 hours because-o_f‘clomm |
ST PR MRS
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‘Congress Comes Alive

THE U.S. Scnate hag failed to approve the
‘so-called Byrd amendment which clari- . °
~fies the authority of the President to take
“7action he considers. necessary to protect U.8.
. -froops in Vietnam. :
.+ The defeat of the amendmeit was a defeat -
< for the administration. '
*. The vote may have been political and it
“'may have been punitive, But it also -reflects
_national ‘disillusionment with the Indochinese -
«war. including -our. hiring of Thailand troops
-and the apparent free hand given to the CIA : /
“in'Laos, * _ e

The vote was a victory for antiwar forces -
.in the Senate, and for these who disapproved
.of the thrust into Cambodia to protect our
 “position in South Vietnam.

It forecasts future congressional strictures.
.on the ability of the President fo conduct
such major wars as the Indochiriese one with-

out the advicg and consent of Congress.

If this is the way it works out, then the N
“long term result of this vote may be a vic- ‘
tory for Congress and the American people.

~ Congress has been the silent partner in the -
“executive - legislative - judicial triumvirate
‘which is supposed to ruin this country. The.
_power of Congress has been declining as the
power of the executive - and the judicial .
branches of the government has increased.

This is neither right nor good.

The federal system is based on a division
of power. Congress, as the legislative
branch, has scemed confent. in recent years
as_the passive partner of the trio. '

If this little rebellion means Congress is -
- tired of its passive role and intends to assert
itself again, fine. If it intends to act as a.
" strong check on the growing powers of the *
' President and the unknown people who sur- - -
~ tound him and seem to be making the major
. decisions for this so-called republic, mighty -
fine. -t
. -Congress did not get us into this war, but -,
. it can help us get out, and we believe the .*,
" country will be grateful if it dées.” .\ - g

5, _v;:\‘ ! 1"“‘
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~The Mercenaries

THE DISCLOSURE that since 1966 we have
; -subsidized Thailand troops in South Viet-
{.nam to the amount of $200 million re-empha-

. sizes the extenl of our entanglement in south- -

east Asia. This subsidy is in addition to our
financial support- of . Korean and (now de-
parted) Philippine units and, of course, is in
i addition 1o the substantial undexwr,tmg of

the Thai military establishment in Thailand .

. itself, through direct military and economic

"¢ aid, Incidentally, it is not inappropriate to

© observe while on this subject. that the Ameri- |

| can_aid program - acknowledgedly has heen !

used as a cover for Central Intclllgence Agency
operations in Laos. - .
1t may be a little too strong to say, as
some have, that the United States is employ-
- ing “mercenaries” in Vietnam, for the coun-
" tries from which these- other troops come do
“have an interest, of one sort or another, in
: 'what happens there. But the picture stilt is
“far from one of southeast Asian countries out-
side Vietnam freely joining us, at great sacri-
fice, in the defense of liberty and freedom in
: that part of the world.
: How fully we are going to subsidize the
" Thai “volunteers” now getting ready to move.

into Cambodia, and what other support we.’
. are pr epared to give them, is the question im--

mediately at issue, But it also is part of the
Jonger range question of how much support
‘—financial and othcrwise--we are preparad to
. glve the South Vietnamese troops that appar--
“ently will remain in Cambodia after the sched-
“uled departure of our troops at the end of this :
“month, ‘
It will be difficult, indeed, .to deny-these
forces any help that they may be considered
‘to need since, in fact, they will be fighting by
-proxy a war that actually has become our!
: war—American combat withdrawal from Cam -

“bodia or, not e i}

'____..
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quotcd as saying that Thai “volunteers™
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Blood of 43 @@@ @rymg

- For Sane [ E‘@K’@lgn P@ﬂmy

There appears to be no end to the
United States’ penchant for gelting in-
volved in the affairs of other -countries
under the guise of building military dikes

- against the ecxpansion of communism,

This is how we origiunlly got ourselves

cinfo the intolerable mess.in Vietnam

‘when, as Sen. Aiken put it, “We invited
ourselves in.”
Now, some 15 years and some 43,000

‘American war dead later, recent disclo-

sures bring to light new aspects of owr
meddling tendencies in Southeast Asia;

»Under a secret agreement entered
into in 1967, the United States has been
paying - Thailand $50 million a year for
sending a combat division to South Viet-
nam,
- pForcign Aid Chief John A. Tannah
racknowledged that the U. S. aid-adminis-
+tering Agency for International Develop-
ment is being used as a cover for
Central Intelligence Agency operations in
. Laos.

The broad outlines of the hitherto se-
involving Thailand

were made publie in tesumony of Stat&
and Defense department officials pub-
lished by a Senate “forcign relations |
subcommittee. The testimony, taken last |
November and made public only after
State Department censorship, traces the
deepening  Ameriean military invo]ve-
ment in Thailand in the past 20 years as
well as the increasing commitments and
assistance demanded by Thailand.

In a further cffort to encourage Thai-|
land to assign the 11 000-man mlhtary
unit to South Vietnam—obviously to gwe
an Asian complexion to what is basxcally
a civil war—the U. 8. also agreed to"
increase military aid to Thailand by $30
million over a two-year period and to

supply the Thais with a battery of Hawk'

antiaircraft missiles.

This adds up to soniething in excess of j
$65 million a year to support a merce- !

nary division under the guise of, “volun- '
teers”—and all of it done without the'!

- knowledge of the American people, who ;'
are footmg the bill. Furthermore, Thal-i
“land’s Premier Thanom Kaittikachorn is | -

in our new Cambodian adventure *“will
1be armed and equipped from aid sup-
* plied by the United States.”
But, perbaps even more outrageous, is -
Hannahs admission that the U, S. AID i
| program is being used as a cover for the
|| CIA’s spying activities in Laos.
' The purpose of the AID program is to:

X ,ass:st underdeveloped nations in reach-

i ing a stage of economic development in
. which deprived people can find a better
' life in peace. Osten51bly, the United
States is to benefit by winning friends
through our help in bringing about such
desirable pursuits.

The 1ntermmglmg of CIA and AID
operations in Laos was described by
Hannah as stemming from a 1952 deci-

+ sion that such activity was in the U. S.

national interest. Certainly it is anything

but that., Rather, it is a prostltutmn of

the AID program from a mission of .

peace to a device of war—and when we |

allow this to happen, all of our humam-l
tarian efforts will become suspect in the’
eyes of the world.

The Uniled States government soon
should awaken to the folly of its med-
dling in Southeast Asia. We go in the’
name of peace only to foment widen
wars. We cannot secm to profit from,

«past mistakes—for, even as President
Nixon acclaims his Cambodian gnmhlm
as a ‘“‘most successful operation,” the ;
‘enemy forces score new gains in both'
i Cambodia and South Vietnam.

The demand for sanity in our forelgn
ripolicy is written in the blood of nearly
:43,000 Amerjcans dead in Southeast Asia, .
but our ]f}ders lack the capacity t?
-grasp it. They just go on makmg more 0
‘the same mistakes.

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4

v4



DETROIT, MICH.
NEWS

E - 592,616

- e —y
R

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP805U801R000
o .

i e

B 'y

A
ey

P 1 ekttt S

-

II:.VieW of intcrnational rela- needs an answer ba Y, )

..\ tions heing suitable and ‘“re- CIA may not be able to pro-

spectable.’” Others in the dark duce. .
depths  disingenuous, amoral
if not immoral, covert, and pleasing in Moscow, Peking,
‘selfishly pro-American, being Cairo, Damascus, and very,
“disrespectable.” n “Likely in Berkeley or Cam-;

Such a situation would be

|Work of-CIA -
hampered by

. Agency for International De- yo o Vaughny, and the pres-

- Ro7,086 '
_1s N AV 970

. f
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| leper image
By COL. R. D. HEINL JR. ( THE ATTTIUDE taken by

News Military Anatyat Hannah, as well as hy (wo

' i former Pcace Corps direclors,
WASHINGTON The‘ Sargent  Shriver and “Jack .

A
‘

f
"

>

velopment (AID) is a cover'ent director, Joseph H.
for the" CIA
. wishes it weren't.

in Laos' and. Blatchford, is that their agen- :
,cies are: or ought hto dbe tog;\
i A : N
; : {pure to dirty their hands wit
'ndsr;:};?stgﬁt%r aac;)l:g;nf._l‘t%;;sﬁ intelligence matters. It infers
" { nah. the mission in Vientiane that such work should he left
! ) ‘to the CIA which, in the in-

has maintained a ‘‘rural de- | .
STIA . fer: . cs through as a
velopment” division which is ference, .com 5

et & CIA front for train..crew of amoral tricksters and

bk its in IWarmongers. - .
ing individuals and units in | The  ihcronsing desire of

g

Obviously, AID would not
want its acronym tarnished
~ by disrespectable associations
- inside our government — and.
. that is why Hannah withdraws
the hem of his garment.

Col. Donovan’s Office of Stra
tegic Services (0SS), during
World War I, our pre-CIA
intelligence organiza-
-tion planted representatives
at any point in the pgovern-
mental structure where re-
- sults could best -be attained.
..Since World ‘War Il was a
* patriotic, “‘moral’’ war, no ob-!
.jections were raised. Nor, for!
the same reason, during the!
. Korean War, was there any
. tendency on the part of U.S..
N %(;Xemment agencies to shun

. It is only because of the
‘-.domestic unpopularity of Viet-|
nam and a simplistic view of
government and its interests
_and their defense, that organi-
‘zations like "AID and thel

.' 'Peace Corps conclude that

=

« that some internal opinion
" disapproves. .

This notion — that govern-

;‘,.thcy',should be allowed to re-|,
‘fuse pgovernment business| -

bridge, but perhaps not so:

much so to high-minded, de-i
cent men like Hannah, who' -

has served as an assistant|

sccretary of defense and}:

should know better. j
Before he disdaing the CIA\

IN ITS EARLY DAYS as\/éxd its work, Hannah might
look back to an carlier Amer-

ican, Nathan Hale, who, v.:hcn ‘
reproached in 1775 by & friend |

for “dirtying himsclf* by spy-; .

ing within the British lines,
replied: “Every kind of ser-
vice, necessary to:the
ood, , becomes honorab
gelng necessary.” v

£, \e
I LN

ol

military skills.
Expressing the hope that

-+ | counter insurgency and other' .= agencics of the gov-
ernment to turn their back on

1§ 'vorcing AID and CIA, his
. " lagency will then make com-

g

“& - litself_off-limits to the murky

PR leﬁslatlon now pending, Han-
- ina

" . ‘«"Ereference is to get out of this

: ; the CIA (AID and the Peace
the relationship between AID Corps aré vot alone) hinders

and CIA could be severed by: g " poyructs the CIA in per-
forming  cruclally X lmhportant
worang i he A, ~ur anelons o, Wik {1
Rl opraon” hesald: ' Y B g
| If Hannah succeeds in d"{Blatchfoﬁd'B Peace C_orps,_
Richard Helm's CIA is a v
statutory agency of the
United States, provided for by.
Congress and pai dfor from

wi o [the public treasury. Whether
—but vitally necessary—garme or n%t given individuals, o

' oi!nulli'etju. - ‘i-i-l--h‘:* even other government agen-
) ' cies, apploud the kind of work
'CIA somctimes docs, the fact
remains that CIA business is
! povernment business—no less
than AID busincss — ami usu-
[ally a good bit moro import-
Lot r‘

::nnth the stance of AID and
the Peace Corps suggests that

* |.there is a kind of pousse-cafe

- {lstratification of ~ government

expressed distaste for

mon cause with the Peace
Corps, which has always held

jl’ :

B
i et KR

‘ B
S
. Ty

e

above - board, pure, disinter-

ment apcncies paid for by the; -
taxpayer can pick and choose . -
the kind of work they take ini .
~is a philosophical sibling to{
the doctrine so popular in in-j: ..
tellectual and even some ju-!" :
dicial circles: that people; . 1:. .
enjoy the ‘“right” to choose; .. °. .
which wars they will fight and: - %
/which they will sitout,i 1~ v - =
As a practical matter, it

hardly requires a manpower,
expert to recognize that the[
“right' of selective scrvice:
(in which the individual se-|
lects his own wars), means
that the day the bugle blows|
will never be the day for a
lot of high-minded young men., °
| to po to that particular war.: -
| .Strictly on principle, you un..,
derstand,

IN THE SAME WAY, it
various government agenciecs
acquire the discretion to cold-
shoulder the CIA for the sake
venience, or because agency
of image, administrative con-
officials are lukewarm:'on ,a: % R

articular tenet of defense or{ . - . N

' lf!unctions: some at the top

ssted, morsl in the Wilsonlan

" Approved For Release 2001/03/04 :
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. 'w/ational Development’s pro-
.+ #gram In Laos was being used
as a cover for the Central Intel-

. * Thave to admit itunless he
* | thought best. He could have de-

el

" 'ing for the CIA, but he said he

. | operations.
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+Of CIA Work
''To Help AID

' By WILLIAM K. WYANT JR.
A Washington Correspondent
Of the Post-Dispatch
. WASHINGTON, June 11—t
‘has long been reported unoffi-
'clally that the Agency for Inter-

.ligence A gency. Last Sunday
AID Director John A, Hannah
“ officially confirmed the report.
Well, I just have to admit
that that'is true,” Hannah said
;in an Interview on a Metrome-
' dia radio news show called
. "Profile.”” Actually he did not

; clined comment.
Not only did Hannah concede
* that his agency has been front-

: did not like this role and that
i only in Laos was it true. He
‘ gaid the nation’s economic as-
tsistance should be divorced
| from its political and military

© No thunderbolts struck Han-
. nah, the former president of

"™ As to AID's being involved
with the CIA in Laos, American
correspondents have been re-
porting it for months. The situ-
ation was disclosed in hearings
of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee late last year and
this year. Until then, it had

-been cloaked in government-im-
posed secrecy.

The Inquiry on Laos presided
over by Senator Stuart Syming-
ton (Dem.), Missourl, chairman
of the subcommittee on United
States sccurity agreements and
commitments abroad, delved
-4nto the activities of the foreign

* agsistance mission but the re-

'.sponses wers deleted for securi-

< ty reasons. :

< In March, Senator J. William

v tried to put the AID-CIA rela-
tionship in Laos on the public

hearing of Robert H, Nooter of
St. Louis, the new assistant ad-

Nooter had no. authority to
comment, and did not, He had
formerly been deputy assistant

3

.-when he lcft the radio station,
‘He Is reported to have consult-.
‘ed with nobody before making
| his revelation, and to have been
<glad afterwards to have made
58 clean breast of the Laos in-
Ii'volvement.
1 had the direct question,”
; he is sald to have remarked lat-
t.er, “and I wasn't going to lie
{ about it.”
i The interview gave Hannaha
4 chance to argue for an expand-
:ed economic assistance pro-
% gram inthelessdeveloped
:parts of the world, ahd to call
} attention .to President Richard
;i M. Nixon's plans for a new ap-
i proach.

to ask Congress in a week or 50

. "1 President Nixon is expected
3

Eto look at the recommendations|:

fof the task force headed by Ru-
i dolph A. Peterson, president of

"Mlichigan State University,'

East Asian bureau, which -
cluded Laos. He told Fulbright
_that he would fils a secret

_ject, if the committee requested
it.

peared. that the Agency for In-
ternational Development would
spend about $50,000,000 this
year in Laos, Thisincluded
help In the agricuiture, educa-
tion and health fields as well as
relief for war refugees and as-
sistance in stabilizing the Lao-
tian economy.
Fulbright asked about two
small airlines that, among other
* things, perform services for the
American f o r e i g n assistance
“mission in Laos, The walirlines
have been described in newspas
" pers as' financed, directly or ine

4 the Bank of America. The task
i force reported to:Mr. Nixon i

' 'd"q’wyg.\;-lﬁih"‘sﬂ:w}fﬁﬁﬂ- i

LN

o

. Fulbright (Dem.), Arkansas,|

" chairman of the full committee,:- ¢he observer said. "It was se-

 cret. I do say that was wrong.”
S M - ° The same source pointed out
record during the confirmation .. “¢hat the CIA reports directly to

< to - the Presi-
» ministrator for AID In Vietnam, an advisory body to tFe res

administrator for the agency’s|:
memorandum covering the sub-|’

From the colloquy, itap-|.
‘. from the standpoint of the at-

- Girecty by CIA moti 4

™ One of ‘the difficultles, o
course, is that Congress each
year approptiates hundreds of
millions of dollars for intelli-
gence work. These sums are hid-
den in the budget and their
presence causes trouble, as Ful-
bright pointed out, when the
various committees try to call
federal agencies to account. -
“There are enough problems
with AID without It being a
front for the CIA,” Fulbright
told Nooter. . ]
A Washington official familiar
with the way the intelligence
apparatus operates told ‘the
Post-Dispatch that the CIA had
vg tremendous operation In
Laos” but that details aboutit
“are hard to get. ‘
«] don’t say it was wrong,”

“the National Security Council,

dent. He said that the CIA was

run by a competent profession-| - /-
~ al, Richard Helms, and did |

" nothing without instructions,
. Hannah.expressed confidence
"Sunday that President Nixon
would go along with the Peter-
‘son task force recommendation
‘for a new approach tha will di-
“yorce economic help from mili-
- tary assistance. - ‘
4l am certaln” he sald,

. titude of the ‘American people
" and the long-range well-being of

. the foreign assistance program S

' by the Department of State and

" the Department of Def'énse.

STATINTL

“. .. that these political-military,
- operations ought to be handled

“gather than throtgh ‘ALD, under,

oy

rwhate e AR i il
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deeper, :

move info Laos -

By JOHN PITTMAN

(Excerpts from this article were used, by Pmman ln his broad- fled to Thailand where his uncle,
casts over radio station WBAI June 9-10.)

News items about Laos

last week suggested Presn-

dent Nixon’s administration may be moving toward
deeper military involvement in this country of Indo-
‘china. United Press International’s bureau in Vientiane,'
capital of the one-third of Lao territory and one-half of
its three million population ruled by the Royal Lao gov-
~ ernment, reported several important announcements in
Parliament by Prime Minister Souvanna Phouma.

Approved For Release 2001/0??%? Jlﬁlﬁﬁnpsom 501, ‘

First, the prime minister said ! These developments suggest a’|.

number of similarities to the
‘situation in Cambodia before the
rightwing coup last March 18.
That coup ousted Prince Siha-
nouk, prime minister of the Roy-
al Cambodian government, and

he is determined to bring back’
into’ the government the Neo Lao
Haksat. That is the Lao Patriotic .
Front party that governs two-
thirds of Lao
territory and

half of ils ".offered President Nixon a pre-
three million text for invading Cambodia and
people. At the expanding the war to all of In-
same time dochina.

o

| STATINTL

i

When another coup Nosavan at-
tempted in 1965 was abortive, he

Sanit Thanarat, was dictator. The
London Observer on Feb. 7, 1965
estimated that his stolen Ioot in-
.cluded a monopoly of imports
of gold, wine and spirits, and the
‘biggest opium den in Vientiane.
Now his patrons are demanding
that Souvanna Phouma forget ali

Royal government.
No innocent

In retrospect we know also
that Prime - Minister Souvanna
Phouma is 'no innocent school-
boy in these matters. He also has
\used his several appointments as
'the King's first minister to line
his pockets with 6,000 shares of
various companies also [inanced
by American taxpayers. He has
named himself president of the
Laos Bank of Commerce and of

this and bring him back into the,

York Times report of this on
Jan. 20, 1961, said the Prime
Minister accused Washington of
consistently opposing the only
possible solution of the Laos
question, the formation of a gov-
ernment of national union as re-
quired by both the Geneva agree-
ments of 1954 and’ the Geneva
accords on Laos of 1962, although
the U.S. government had signed
this latter agreement. Souvanna

"Phouma accused Washington of

having tried to overthrow his
Royal government in favor of 2
government with ‘'strong anti
Communist policies.”

In the light of this background
last week’'s developments sugges
Souvanna Phouma’s accusatior
may soon have to be wup
dated. They certainly provide
substantial ground for the repor
in the Washington Post last weel
that a new coup may be in the

Souvanna Phou-
ma rejected proposals to oust from

low level government posts a few
officials whom rightwingers al-
lege to be members of the Lao'
Patriotic Front. These officials
are said to have remained in
office when rightwingers six years,
ago broke up the National Union
government and forced represent-
atives of the Paltriotic Front to
flee for their lives,
Wants no more ‘aid’

Second, the prime minister said
he would not ask for more for-
eign troops to defend Lao terri-
tory of the Royal government,
and he would not ask for addi-
tional military supplies and
cquipment e said he felt such!
supplies were already flowing
into the country in adequate
amounts from the U.S, .

Third, Prime Minister Souvan-
na Phouma rejected a proposal
to give an amnesty to a former
rightwing strongman, Phoumi No-
savan, and bring him into the
government. Nosavan was. tried
in abscntia five years ago and
sentenced 1o 20 years imprison-
ment on charges of corruption
and theft. He has been living in
Thailand, where he fled to es-

©

espe punishmetlyy roved For REIRASICYO0 Nd'sole %

In retrospect, these similarities
are striking. We know that
_Prince Sihanouk had held firmly
"to a position of neutrality in the’
Indochina conflict, despite the:
‘mounting pressure of many years
by Washington administrations to
force him to side with the Sai-
‘gon regime against the Vietna: '
mese guerrillas and the Demo- e et
‘cratic Republic of Vietnam. \}{1 his statements in- Parlia- ISP,
| Traitor linked to CIA ment last week he kept silent R
' We also know that Phoumi about the 6,000 or more Thal
Nosavan, the rightwing strong- troops already in Laos, the
man and convicted thief now Philippine, Japanese and Chiang
living in Thailand, is a longtime\Kai-shek mercenaries. And of
stooge of Washington administra- course he said nothing about thet.
tions whose notoriety as a trait- thousands of Americans serving
‘or is'a commonplace throughout as Green Beret officers and .

the airplane transportation com- :works in Laos. It will be a cou
pany now called Air of the King- to oust ‘Souvanna Phouma once
dom of Laos. He played footsie again and install a military re
‘with French colonialism and has gime in Vientiane, headed b

been Washington's willing_front- Nosavan or m d hh - 80
man whenever needed to give jpompl

the Vientiane administration a T ~—
coating of moderauon and_con- '
ciliation. .

Southeast Asia. Foreign newsmen trainers and as “advisers” of the
have . compiled much evidence
showing that Nosavan has worked
hand-in-glove with the U.S. Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency. In 1959,
with the help of U.S. Embassy
offitials in Vientiane and about
$16 million of U.S. taxpayers'
money, generously supplied by
the Eisenhower administration of
which ‘Richard M. Nixon was
vice president, Phoumi Nosavan
organized an armed secessjonist
movement, captured Vientlane,
and forced Prime Minister Sou-

‘

“special warfare” puppet forces -

now attacking areas under the
Patriotic Front administration.

But several times in. the past
Washington thought it no longer
needed Souvanna Phouma, and
promptly replaced him with
more dedicated stooges like No-
savan. This happened in 1954, in

1958, in 1964 and it almost hap- . .

pened In. 1965. As a matter of

fact, Souvanna Phouma denounced .

the United States government for
betraying him and double-cross-
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v That the American people aren’t national interest. '
[ always fully informed of what their . Whether the government should !
| government is doing to and for them act in this fashion brings to mind .
i has been underscored twice in re- - an article by the United Press Inter-
- cent days. Whether the government = national of several months ago. The -
should maintain such secrecy is an- artlcle dealt with a book by William -
“other question. - Bal"ds, a former official of CIA. ; -
. A heavily censored summary of a | In the book, Bards said that the peo- - .
' Nov. 9, 1967 agreement between the ple’s right to know is a basic ele- '
+.United States and Thailand*-made ment of a free and self - governing: )
| public in a 810-page transeript of ~society. “If a people are to rule ¥
! hearings conducted by a Senate For- themsgelves,” he went on, “they must }
: eign Relations Subcommittee — re--. be. adequately informed to know.j
" yealed that the United States has ‘what they are doing’™ but “in a f
;
3

T

. ‘secretly paid- Thailand more than  world such as this, complete open-.j
¥ $200,000,000 to send 12,000 troops -mess and candor on the part of any 3
i to fight in Vietnam. " government is impossible.” 1
- Under the agreement, the United - Bards agreed that “the govern- |
i States absorbed the costs for send= ment must as a general practice:
' ing a Thai combat division to Viet- *. conduct an honest dialogue with its:
nam and maintained and improved ~ citizens” and argued that “there are™
: the defense capability of Thai forces . situations when it seems to even the }
I remaining at home. Absorbing the " most intelligent and. conscientious’
! costs for the combat division in- ’statesmen that the price of telling”
 cluded equipping the division, pro-' the truth, or mot lymg, is greater
> viding logistic support, paying over- than can be borne.”
. seas allowances, assuming the ex- -
b penses of preparing and training, . Situations in Whl(’;]"l government
'.and distributing a muster-out bon- - -officials may have “not only the:
| us. Tmproving the capability Of,' ‘right but the obligation” to lie, ace
. forces on duty at home came cording to Bards, are:
‘through a modernization program. ~ 1.'To mislead an enemy about
. which involved an increase in the - ~wartime operations. : ;
mlhtary assistance program by $30,- - 2.'To protect covert inﬁelhgence ;
000,000 for the years 1968 and 1969.. act“”“es in peacetime. R
At almost the same time this . 8. To avoxdafmanc;al pamcwhen»
. agreement was disclosed, John A. - currency devaluation is pending. - ’
mmmhwuummWMWMa.4Awmmmmwwmmmy
! foreign aid program, revealed under. sile crisis, when officials fear that, !
questioning on a news program that telling the truth might lcad to the
0 L/the program is being used as a cover danger of nuclear war.
for Central Intelligence Agency ac- - The sad part of the fo1e"omg, of _
» tivities in Laos. Hannah emphasiz- - course, is that public officials .are? g .
:‘ed that he disapproved of the CIA’s only human and could. be hard put )
. use of his organization and added not to use the obligation to lie for
that Y208 was the only place where " reasons’ other than security. And
" this is being done and that such ac- "too, there's always room for honest

Approved Fcﬁ"ﬁ’éf&’éé‘é"‘?ﬂ% PR s B R EEE0Y 8‘6%6?5%8630001 14
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INDEPENDENT
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Our gégehey (deieted)

: AMERICA\IS ARE A TRUSTING PEOPLE who want to
. believe their government, but their confidence has been sadly
' shaken so many times it will be hard to restore. i
: In the ELisenhower administration there was the he that | ‘/
© the U2 shot down over Russia' was a weather plane. Preqldent

" Eisenhower was denounced at the time as politically naive be-

- cause he cleared that one up by telling the truth. He said can-
didly that he had authorized .the spy plane flights. Khrushchev
was angry. So were many American liberals, who contendodl
that the president had strayed from sound traditions by telhng :

the truth

In the Kennedy adnnmstratlon Defense Department off1--
cial Axthur Sylvester contended the government had a “right to
lie” to its citizens. Mr. Sylvester’s title, so help us, was ass1st

ant secretary of defense for public affairs.-

; NOW PREVIOUSLY SECRET testlmony before a Senate ;

- subcommittee reveals that the J ohnson_ admmlstratlon agreed to t

' pay $200 million to Thailand so that country would send ‘““vol- |

i unteers” to fight in South Vietnam. U.S. and Thai off1c1als

" denied at the time that any such deal had been made. It now !

* develops not only that the deal was made but that it mcluded !
a plan to use American troops if needed to protect the Thal |

- .government from a Communist takeover. - 1 v

.And John A. Hannah, the foreign aid chief in the Nixon i

‘ adm1n1st1atton, now concedes that the aid program in Laos 1s
being used as a cover for operations of the Central Intelligence | i
Agency. Hannah says he disapproves, = "
——Even that sketchy information is more than the pubhc has
_been allowed to find out until now about U. §. 1nvolvement in .
- the Laotian civil war. j
{
i
-AN INDICATION of how much information the administra- )
tion previously felt the American people were entitled to on
‘ the subject is glven by th1s excerpt from the Congressmnals
" Record of Jan. 21: 3

: “Mr. Fulbright: Nearly everyone who has spoken here has f
; said that they think, it was a mistake to become involved in |
- Vietnam or, in this 1nstance Laos (Deleted) This is a ma]or

- operafion, DeleliPor Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4
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“Mr. Fulbright: (Deleted) _ ‘ ;

- “Mr. Ellender: (Deleted)- RN \. |
“Mr. Fulbright: (Dcleted) TN
“Mr. Ellender: (Deleted) S

" “Mr. Fulbright: (Deleted) :

. “Mr. Ellender: (Deleted)

4 “Mr. Fulbright: (Deleted . - 3

~  “Mr. Ellender: (Deleted) o . K

“Mr. Fulbright: (Deleted) I thmk we should know how i

" much we are spendmg for this operation, which is beginning to "
. be a major war.”

Aside from the question of the American government’s
credibility in the rest of the world, the credibility of the gov-

" ernment at home requires that it answer a few questions: Who |
-ordered the foreign aid program used as a _CIA cover? By_? j
_what authority was that done? Who authorized the Thailand |

deal? How can the making of that commitment \mthout Senate-:;-
+advice, consent or even knowledge be justified?

Essentially, these questions concern not military but pohtl-
~cal secrets. The taxpayers who pay the bills and the young
‘fnen who pay with their hves 1f the government strateg1sts err
are entxtled to answers. -, . e
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» President Nixon'is trying to work out .
4 legislative compromise with his Sen-
‘ate crities. L
~ He has said” he might accept the
"Cooper-Church proposal to restriet fu-
‘ture U.S. operations inCambodia if it

. were amended to let him send troops
back dnto that country to protect Amer-
_jcan forces in Vietnam. * °

" 'This is precisely the kind of weaken-

“ing of the legislative prerogative that

..has led to our present situation in South-

. east Asia, It is “incredible to us that
Nixon would ask for such a'blank check
~to invade Cambodia again after the crisis .

“he has just gone through over his first
invasion of that country.

Consider the fact.that:

" Repeal the Tonkin Resclution.

STATINTL

o d

A

tions Committee..of‘,éikceeding'its,dutbo,-i'
rity in supporting U.S. military 'activi-
tics in Laos. This Laotian arrangement
stems from a- 1062 i White ;House decl-

“in {‘thena-

sion:that $uch a setup. was in
tional intérest.”. i N e L

5.’ Although -existence’ of  such an ac-
cord was denied ‘at the time-of signing
(Nov.-9, 1967), it now has heen revealed:
there cxists a sécret money-for-troops:
pact’ between ' the. United States” and
Thailand. Bangkok sent 110,000 men -{o-
Vietnam ‘in exchange for ‘$200 million.
‘The role of ‘Thailand in. other Southeast
Aslan nations, ‘and;the part. played by
‘the United States, has. been ‘a subject
of growing controversy. in the U.S. Sen-
ate. T T e
These: related : factors. that each day.

i{i' 1. Although the President of the - are getting us:deeper in the. Southeast

* United States is committed to, extricat-".
«.ing this country from the Vietnam war, -
*'yecent developments for which he is
. willing to take -p'ersonal;_responsibility '
. have so* widened the’ conflict that it
_now must be called the Indochina war.
.+ 2. “Having been disloded from some
" of their eastern hiding places, the Viet-
- namese Communists now are’ harassing
‘and attacking Cambodian government
~*.troops in twothirds of that country.
. They now actually control one-hird.
¥ Betore .the -overfhrow. of Prince Siha- .,

Asian quagmirg are inextricably linked!
fo the thinking that produced the'Ton-.
kin Gulf resolution. . - 0 RERIRS

That resoivé, approved . by. Congress’
in frantic fashion on the basis . of ad-
ministration-supplied _information- of.
questionable accuracy, states that ‘the’
Congress ‘approves .and supports the de-,
termination -of the -President, as:com
" mander-in-chief, to.take all “hecessary.
,measures to repel” any- armed - attack:
agalnst the forces of the United States
and to prevent further aggression . . .

[

““nouk on March 18, the ‘North Vietna- Js:-wphe United States is, therefore, pre-

.+mese and-Viet Cong had generally®
bodians. " S )

“ 3. The fighting since American’ and

South Vietnamese troops were sent. in
.. five weeks “ago--has geverely -damaged .

.

1

™ and. rubber represents 40 per. “cont "of’
‘, the, couniry’s foreign-exchange earnings.” -
" 4 Dr. John A. Hannah, director . of .

b

™ the 'Agency_fon‘.‘.Intcrnntion‘al,..Deyelcp;‘;r-"r diluted by Nixon's offer, is no more
> ment,. has- acknowledged that {he' U.S.*#.than piecemesl action. It is insufficient

used as a-cover,,

4

. iaid program is:heing

+ for “operations l'bi,'t,he-;C_'entra,h-f.;ht_clli"j’.»?Presidentf gets us involved abroad.as:
 gence Agency Tt Laos; The CIA has been ‘i:lo

" aceused, of; having ‘had. 2 “hand in-the :
* gusting of “Sihanouk’jn ‘Cambodia,” and,
“ has « been;: charged: by .Sen.2J.W, - Ful-
' bright, chairman: 6f the" Forelgn; Rela.

I T
ONRL TR AT

@-g{?avoided‘ staging” attacks against’ Cam: > take all necessary steps, in_cluding.rthg;,

" ‘Cambodis’s, economy. Many of the rub- dom.” ‘ R
‘1 per. plantations have been, destroyed, .. ‘With that mandate, who needs Con-

<p

‘pared, as the President determines, to™

usé of armed force, to assist any mem-/
ber or protocol state of the Southeast
“Asia Collective Defense Treaty requests,
.ing assistance'in defense of its free-4

gress, the Constitution, or & declaration
Cof war? L A
. 'The Cooper-Church proposal, even un-

‘to quarrel with the way in which the

3

-~

ng* ag the Congress has given him’
“carte blanche to get involved. . ;o
.Congress should do its part in getting:
\g-out of Southeast Asia by repealing |
the "I__‘oxi;gin'.ﬁulf're'spluti,on. R |

Y TN LR T R RIS S T b A
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Lo A l.mm to The New York Timen )

"7 WASHINGTON, June 8—The Nixon Administration is
fawing up plans for the shift of numerous American
conomic and social programs in South Vietnam and: Laos

_ " from civilian to military con-

t'rol. ' ’ 1
Under' the plans, the United
‘States  Defense  Department
e ~would gradually- take over,

wholly or in part, the financing.
and operation of such programs
a3 the balancing of the South
Viethamese defense  budget,
pacification of rural areas, pub-
lic health, the training of the
police and the care of refngees.
- Those programs are financed
and administered alone or in,
cooperation with the Defense
Department by the Agency for
o International Development. In
. ) many instances the Central In-
oo telligence Apency and the
e, . ,ﬁnited States = Information
P \‘;Agency also participate. .
. .. During the fiscal year ending
on' June 30, the aid agency, it
Is estimated, will have spent
$365-million in Vietnam. ‘
" The Administration plans to
Incorporate some of the changes
in its revision of the foreign-aid
program, - which is expected
soon. Part of the vrogram will
require Congressidnal approval.

“ The plans are expected to
generate considerable contro-
versy in and. out of Congress
.. ‘because they deal with the sub-
Y ject of civillan vs. military con-
TR trol of policy. The contemplated
" shift could transfer the respon-
sibility of Senate review from’
- the Foreign Relations Commit-|
tee, which has generally been
Ar critical of American operations
In Southeast Asia, to the Armed
Services Committee, which has
generally been sympathetic,
Civilian officials have been
citing private remarks by high-
ranking officers involved in
policy planning for Vietnam,
to the effect that civilian lead-
‘ ership is failing and that well-
.trained Army mecn should be
increasingly assigned to posi-

tions -of responsibility in the
.ddministration of wartime and
postwar programs. '

' A major argument among
Administration officlals favors
'fng an increase In the military

.-.: fiole fn Aglan and other supports

N&i.

Nowi 2IEER
) STATINTL
=~ . Approved For Release 2001/d304/NCIX-RDP80-01601R0

Many U.S. Civilian Roles
‘InAsiaMayGotoM ilitary

T assistance programs ig said to

be that the Defense Department
ia expected -to have an easier
time getting funds from Con-
gress, where opposition to for-
eign-aid appropriation has been
growing in recent years.

“ Indications are that the new

approach has support In the 5" south Vietnam, Ellsworth

White House staff as well as
among many though not all
civilian and military officlals in
the Defense Department, Top
officials in the aid agency are
described as resigned to the
change, partly because A.LD. as
an entity would disappear under
the projected reorganization of
the foreign-aid program.
Secretary of State William P.
Rogers has participated in the
discussions only to a limited ex-
tend. The whole question is ex-
pected to be reviewed by the
National Security Council.
‘ Dr. John A, Hannah, the aid
administrator, discussed the
problem with President Nixon

* “at the White House May 25 in

one of their rare meetings.

In recent public statements
Dr. Hannah has made it clear
that the “support assistance”
programs would be divested
from the agency that would be
set up to handle overseas eco-
nomic development' 'tifider the
reorganization, expected to
take effect in about a year. He
has recognized that some of
the support functions would be
turned over to the Defense
Department.

. Other aid officials foresaw a
tug-of-war between the Penta-
gon and civilian agencies over
the extent to which the mili-
tary establishment would as-
sume responsibility for the ac-
tivities now performed by the
aid agency.

They said that the State De-
parment, which is to coordi-
nate the support assistance
under the reorganization blue-
print, docs not have “enough
clout,” funds or experienced
personnel to run the programs.

‘Larger C.ILA, Role Foreseen

The officials also foresaw
that the C.I.LA. would seck to
increase its role in the support
programs. They noted that in a
radio interview last Sunday Dr.,
Hannah conceded' that the in-
telligence ~ agency had been
using A.LD. as a cover for'its
activities in Laos since 1962.

" The

resistance
among clvillan officlals to what
Is viewed as milltary encroach-
ment, A.LD. recopnizeg its in-

' While there " is

labllity to obtnin  sufficirnt
1funds and personnel to {inance
and operate some programs in

Vietnam. 3

Early this year, for exampleyl

the United States Ambassador

Bunker, turned down insistent
proposals from the United
States Military Assistance Com-
mand in Saipon that he accept
135 Army officers as advisers
to the aid agency's publics
safety program, which sacks to’
build up the South Vietnamese.
civilian police. i
; Defense  Department
‘plans to finance several proj-
ccts that have been adminis-
tered and funded by the aid,
agency, among them the sup-
ply of high-protein food to the,
South Vietnamese Army. Ten-
tative estimates are that in
fiscal 1971 the. Defense Depart-
ment will finance up to $50-
million in programs that pre-)
viously were paid for from aid
funds, ‘

In many recént situations,
officials said, ALD. had to;
turn to the military for admin-{
istrators and physicians to run
refugee and public-health prof-!
ects because of a shortage oft

Vietnam. ' :
Rapidly Growing Ability

Such developments indicate
the rapidly growing capability
of the military, especially the
Army, to administer typically
civilian programs,

"This month the newly reor-
ganized John F. Kenhedy Cen-
ter for Military Assistance at
Fort Bragg, N.. Cy—originally
established by the Army to
teach antiguerrilla warfare—
will graduate the first class of
Army officers trained in the
political, social, economie. cul-
tural and lineuistic aspects of
overscas military actlvitles.

Commenting on the trend, a
civilian official said that “the

civilians willing to serve in“

realitiss of the situation”;
would increasingly force the
Administration to turn to the
wmilitary for the financing and
management of certain pro-‘
grams because of the inability,
of civillan agencies to muster
adeauate funds and personnel.

The major institutional
.changes are expected to come

In Vietnam, the C.LA. is an' in the message that President’

actlve partner in the pacifica-
tion program, which it created
eight years ago, and is engaged,
in'many other.operations, ;.

Nixon wil send to Congress
later this month, .. zerwimin &
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The dxsclosure that the American economlc aid mls-’-

. -sion in Laos is being used a a cover for mtelhgencea

operatnons in Laos is nothing less than a body blow’
'to the credibility of the peaceful. presence of - the
'United States in neutral’ and friendly nations. The
decision to allow the Central Intelligence Agency to:
subvert an important foreign mission was made during:
ithe Kennedy Administration.in 1962. The fact that it
has thus persisted under three Presidents dramatizes:
the ‘extent to which the debasement of national and
diplomatic ethics has become a non- -partisan evil. . ’;

‘John A. Hannah, Administrator of the Agency fon
International Development has special reason to rcc-«
.ognize the harm done by these undercover games.
‘He knows from bitter experience that they undermme
the universities ‘and their scholars who, as keys to.
the success of both AID and the United States Informa-

~ ition Agency, become the unwitting accomplices to the‘3

shady business. Dr. Hannah was president of Michigan'
State University when it became known that one of*i
itg fore:gn task .forces had been infiltrated by the!
C.ILA. in South Vietnam between 1955 and 1959, ,§

‘Althcugh Dr. Hannal’s candid aqmnssxon is to l.lsg
‘credit. his claim. that the situation in Laos..is. a’
unique ‘transgression ‘strains- cx redulity. To say, as he*i
did, that “our preference is to get rid of this kmd of?
operation™ is an understatement that raises serious.
jquestions. What arrogance of power is it, t}mgreswtss
: “our préference,” the preference of decent Amvericans?]
What are.the limits of a usurpfttlon of \sueh powefi
by the muhtary and the C.LA?

‘Unless these - questxons are frankly answered, the
.nauons friends abroad and its youth at home w1ll
begome increasingly cymcal about all American cla;ms‘r

-i».“._a,.w

‘ . g angl goals. It is the road to alienation and' isolationismy

Jhis: iwm&%@m&rwnmt afford to pay. .4

STATINTL
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Beneai'h the Cloak o

So secret are mo#t of the operations of the CIA'
that normally when:a government official adrmts
his agency has served as a cover for clandestine work,l :
he creates a sensation—but not when the -agency’ is'

i the Agency for Internatnonal Development and the
place is Laos. i :
John A, Hannah,! A, I D. admmxstr&tor, admlttcd
Enomewhat reluctantly, on a TV mtervxew, that the
; CIA has used the A.LD.. program in'Lao as‘a cover
Afor its operatlons in!Laos ever since 1732, He; was
unhappy about it, and hoped that- the connection
between the two programs could be- severed ‘But
apparently the pattern is too.old -and well estabhshed
in -Laos to be changed at so. critical a time 2s the & v
present. - - 9 ' s B
' The strange thing about all this is that Dr.
{ Hannah, former president of M:chlgan State Uni«
versxty, saw no point in denymg or ducking the
| question, There wasn’t any use, because the facts are,
‘g0, well known, not only to Americans but to the
! Commumst forces in Indochina. :
| 'Dr. Hannah insisted that Laos was the only
: lcountry in. which A.LD. has cloaked the operations -
‘of the CIA. He may be right, Unfortunately, many
Americans will be skeptical about A.L.D, missions:
; in other countries because the operattons of the
i CIA have become so pervasive and so many ofhena!
| statements about operations in "Laos ‘and elsewhere
have proved to be less’ than the whole truth. Officials’

.in many forelgn countr:es go to the. other extreme
land -suspect most Amencans, regardless. of their
‘work or titles, of bemg CIA agenta, There’s no easy
¢ Way' of ‘remedying the situation.. The CIA willl
,; continue to plant agents wherever it feels necessary,
thh or w1thout the knowledge of those admtmster-
k ing -other agencles L
;”; Tf the work of the foreign md agency is to be
- effective, though the .people in the countries re--
~.ceiving the aid must have some confidence that the | -
? aid: program is, genume. "that 1t is not merely a mask -
i to eover up’ espxonage ‘work ‘and_.that its ‘workers .
Sare really nterested in helpmg the underdeveloped :
g 2country “ichieve . économic .or *cultural’ ‘growth. |
7 Separatton ‘from the’ CIA ig essential:to credibility, .
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Buying Our ‘Alliess = .

i ,
' What the American public has learned so far.
about the policy of paylng for Asian allies s .

“shocking enough, yet it seems to be only part
of the story. That part had to be dragged out

of Administration officlals fearful of letting

either fellow-Americans or the world know the
full price of allegiance in the Southeast Asian
‘venture,. . . ;

With diligence and persistence Senator

Synington and his Foreign Relations subcom--

‘mittee found that the cost of getting Thailand

to send troops to Vietnam has been $200,000,-.

000. That is for training, equipment and allow-
ances and does not include far larger sums

‘spent to build vast American alr bases inside

‘Thailand. | :

Since Thailand has alrea‘dy announced it
would send troops into neighboring Cambodia -
at American expense, the Symington group

‘naturally wants to know how much the United
States is supposed to pay for that. The sub-
committee has already discovered a 1965 con-
tingency plan which commits this country to
defend Thailand whatever Thailand -does for
‘America. . .

« A few months ago the Senators learned that;

the United States paid the Philippine govern-‘

‘ment $38,600,000 for sending 2200 noncombat -
Atroops to Vietnam, Part of that money went to =~

the Philippine defense secretary, and the com-

'mittee never did learn how much actually went . !
to the troops, Meanwhile, South Korea has the . In four states. . ', . ' . .«

-

)

STATINTL

A

largest “allied” force in Vietnam, and the full
price of that to American taxpayers has not
been publicly determined. v

Not only American, but also Filipino and.
Thai and Korean leaders, have tried to keep
the facts secret and with good reason. The
' money is being spent to demonstrate that Wash-
ington’s war policy has tremendous support in:

~ Asia. But when this support has to be bought-
- the illusion collapses into what Senator Ful-

bright rightly called the “ultimate in corrup-

- tion.”

| "The corruption is not so much in the payoffs‘
as in the policy that promotes them and hides'

" the truth. Not even King George III was that
- deceitful when he hired Hessian mercenaries,

to fight American revolutionists, and it might
be ‘expected that American governments would
have learned something from that early expe-.
rience. ‘ ' ;

Deceit has, however, become the cloak for-

. the expansion of American military policy in:
- Southeast Asia. John A. Hannah, administrator

of the Agency for International Development, .
“has conceded to the Symington committee that,

" CIA men work in Laos disguised as AID agents.

" Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, South Vietnam.
As facts creep to light, it is plain that the
United States is fighting and buying its influ-j
ence across Southeast  Asia. There is no longer

simply the Vietnamese war. There is theLwar-g

4 o F -
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1f a good m:ﬁny Americans kecp

 their fingers crdised while Jistehing

‘to glowing predictions of coming ''dis-
% involvement' in Southeast Asia after
U.S. combat -iroops leave Cambodia,
they can hardly be blamed. ~
Tvidence continues to plle up re-
garding withholding of war facts from

.fhe public by the Lyndon Johnson Ad- -
_ministration. The Nixon Administra-"

tion of course was not responsible for

» this. But a disquieting feature is that -

the Nixon Administration, through .
. the State and Defense Departments,
i has shown only reluctant cooperation -

: with efforts of the Senate Foreign Re-
. lations Committee o uncover and

¥ make public significant hidden activi- -

{ ties of its predecessors. Such a course
¢ does not increase confidence.

i senator Stuart.Symington's sub-
! committee has only now becn able to
. make public a partial and heavily

* censored report showing how the
' Johnson Administration made secret

y agreements to. pay Thailand more
! than $200 million for sending some-
troops to Vietnam. Johnson gave
Americans to understand the Thai :
" contingents - were voluntary, but it-

\(alvasI evidently a bought and paid for
eal.

> Similarly, it has previously been
disclosed that the United States paid
someone in the Philippine govern-
ment $39 million to have a small non-
.combatant force go to Vietnam. A
comparable deal was made with

South Korea and there are rumors of -

something similar in connection with
" Australla, although this is unproved.

- P

_ Under cover. of U.S. foreign aid

STAT

programs, supposed to be nonmili-} !
‘tary,.the Ceniral ntelligence-Agency - iy
has maintained a mercenary army in .

Laos, and stilldoes. The U.S. also has

had hired Cambodian mercenaries

fighting in Vietnam, and some of

these have now been sent into Cam- -

" bodia to support the Lon Nol govern-
ment there.

Now Symington and other senators

4 Ge’Hing‘?heWaf Facts '

H
|
b
i

are irying to get from the State De- '

~partment the facts about American
payments to Thailand for use of Thai ;,
troops in Cambodia. Also being
sought are answers to questions about
present U.S. commitments to Thai- "
-Jand, Cambodia and Laos in connec-
tion with their role in providing re- -

placements for American forces when

the- latter pull out for the June 30 Nix-

on deadline. :
The fear in the Senate is that new
agreements since the Cambodian in-
cursion will tie the United States to
future support of ''proxy' military
~operations in Cambodia, Laos and

PP SN IR PR

e A e miar

possibly Thailand. A report by staff

‘employes of the Foreign Relations °;

Committee says the Cambodian inva~
.sion has. permanently changed the-
character of the Vietnam war by wid-
ening its geographic area, and con-

cludes that peace is now more distant
than ever, ‘despite the Administra- :

tion's contrary -views. v
No one can be sure at this time
- what the eventual results of Cambod-

ia will be, but the Senate committee

members are well justified in seeking
.answers now to significant questions
about.the dangers of future broader
ipvolvements... , . . - g

T !
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“Another CIA Venture

; THE PUBLIC CONFIRMATION that Central
| Intelligence Agency operations in Laos for the past .

| eight years have been masked as foreign-aid proj-

1

; octs will not startle anyone who has attempted to

1 study that most shadowy of Government agencies. -
' 7The CIA track record is one of frequent duplicity,

'and the American people and their elected rep-
peseniatives have been as often the victims as|
- friendly or hostile foreign governments.. !

: It is the long-range effect of later disclosure |
' that is the most damaging and harmful result of’
- many CIA masquerades. Because of its corrupting
' courtship with private foundations, and student
i and trade union organizations, it has made Ameri-

" ean university, student and union programs abroad !
" suspect. Many of its quietly financed ventures !

" wore the disguise of humanitarian causes, but with

. finances mysterious’ and true sponsorship con-,
. ‘cealed. When sponsorship was revealed, the pro- |

- grams came tumbling down and, with them, much ;
of the belief in and support for all foreign aid pro- |
| grams. l

NOW JOHN A. HANNAH, administrator of’

-the Agency for International Development, has

- confirmed the ClA’s use of AID in Laos but has .

" also insisted that the deception is not going onin

any other nation. Officials of other underdevel-

| gped areas receiving American assistance are not

apt to accept Hannah’s assurance unquestioningly.

Thus the CIA may have damaged American pro-

grams to build friendship in many nations because ;
it damaged credibility in one.

It has been Moscow’s repeated accusation, for
instance, that the Peace Corps, one of this coun-
try’s more magnanimous and hopeful contribu-
tions, represents only an extension of CIA med-
dling. The Laos disclosure tends to lend support -

to this Soviet view. The CIA’s expediency may .
thus have harmed a totally innocent victim in the

Peace Corps and, with it, the long-term national
interest. — e gt

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000?060300d4-4

V

: CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4



Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-016(H'ROWQQO30001-4

o

"TALTAMAGEE, FLA.

v

-~ Trouble for

i trouble during the coming monl_;{}s._ :

DEMUCRAT

~- 29,035

JUN 10 1979

It may have been a real mistake for

the head of our foreign aid program to -

admit publicly that the U.S. program is
being used as a cover for CIA
operations in Laos.

In the light of an open admission of
this clandestine use of the aid program

'Aid Program

for intelligence work, other nations may: -

take a different attitude
American efforts to help them.

How will a foreign nation be able to
tell an AID worker from ‘a spy?
Obviously “it~ean’t, and that statement

from Foreign Aid Chief John Hannah_

toward

may get a lot of foreign aid people in",

S

- as - an undercover’

.

; "

1
1
f
i

Y
EN

o

There may be instances — like Laos
— where use of the foreign aid program
for intelligence:

' operations might be justified. There is -

QR TP AR (W

ample room for argument on this issue.
But such arguments may be academic

. new because Hannah's open admission

may have impaired the effectiveness of
his program to a point where it no
longer will be useful to the U.S. or the
nations we have been trying-to help.

- Of course, if foreign nations become

too mistrustful of. their major helping
- hand, they can always say ‘‘no thanks.”

It wouldn't make a whole lot of our

.taxgayers unhappy.
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" By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
Speclat to The Star
VIENTIANE — The neutral-
]
ist government of Premier
.Souvana Phourna has been
dealt a severe blow by the
Communist capture of the pro-
yvincial capital of Saravane in
1Southern Laos, diplomats here
»say.
' The problem now is whether.
1Laos will continue its official

i South Vietnam and Thailand, .

b : the source said,
i

- . This assessment came as

urlglmst National Assembly
{deputies and politicians at-
ttacked Souvanna’s neutralist
sstance.

7 They said that Saravane —°

icaptured yesterday—was rec-

togmzcd as a rightist town by '
‘the Geneva accords of 1962°

.which guaranteed the neutrali-
"ty of Laos.

The rightists said that prior
‘to. the Saravane attack, the
‘Lao government had made re-

rported requests for action by
.the International Control Com-- - -

' April under the same circum-

¥ Souvanng | hreu’u‘ened,
- By Fall of Saravane

1

e

....1:.._-';‘-.‘.,.,

stances as Saravane,
He gave the key Dcfense
Ministry post to a southerner,}
Sisouk Nachampassac, an
Fromlsed to consult the right-,
ts on any major polmcal de- -
cisions,

Has a “Ghost” Army E
Souvanna is in process of

“falling off his ‘ncutrality”

.neutral policy or swing to an-’ tightrope to the right just as)

Y anti-Communist alliance with

Norodom Sihanouk of Cam-

* bodia fcll off his tightrope to’

the left.

Souvanna depends on a right- -
ist army to fight the North,
Vietnamese and Pathelao. K

The neutralist army, a scant,

- 4,400 men, exists only on pa-

- per. The-Laotians call’ them‘

+-*ghosts.”

‘mission charged with oversee- .

ving the accords. But the ICC ..

‘did nothing to prevent the

-North Vietnamese from taking .

the town,
- Discussing the Communist
-attack and the rightist pres-

_sure on Souvanna, a top diplo- .

.mat said, *“The crunch
[ come.”

i If Souvanna stands firm for .

ncutrality, observers believe
he will invite a rightist take-
over.

. If he makes concessions to
7ﬂght he runs the risk of

bringing down more Commu- .

nist attacks on Laos.
E\ Souvarna previously made

‘concessions ¢o the rightists fol-

-Jowing the fall of another pro-

.brm"-

E‘vmcn capital Attopeu, in‘

The US. Air Force ﬂxes,
close support for the Laotians.”
The Central Intelligence Agen- ;

cy employs a small army of* .

Americans and Thais in;
‘ ground combat with Souvan-
na's approval. 4

Aimed at Souvanna?”

Souvanna, is being forced to;
the right by constant North'
Vietnamese and Pathet Lao !

. attacks. But just why the Redsl
took Saravane is not clear. : .

Diplomats speculate the Red
aim could be Souvanna's:
downfall.

Another theory is that thef

" Communists are preparing to ;.

talk and, for bargaining pur-
_ poses, are seeking to control a ¢
sufficient number of provincial

- capitals,

Reliable sources said that ‘
.possibly the Reds are continu- |
ing to improve their new rein-«
forcement routes to Cambodla i

and South Vietnam,

Meanwhile, military sources 3
reported that a Lao air force’l
T28 divebomber was downed §
over Saravane and its plloti
".was killed. i
© A U.8. Air Force light air-
,cra|ft reportedly was badly
~damaged by ground fire at
Saravane. :

The Saravane airstrip is ht-*{
" tered with bodies of Lao de-,
fenders. U.S. ground combat |

i teams conducting trail recon-j
; naissance near Saravane were
'not attacked. . .. .
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{CIA cover in Laos reported 5‘

i ~ Washington”

‘ The United States Central Intelhgcnce! '

Agency uses the U.S. foreign-aid program| i

.as a cover for its operations in Laos, U.S.

forexgn aid chief John A, Hannah said in an'

" interview, “Certainly, our preference is to: .

get rid of this kind of operation,’” Mr. Han-. >
r | nah said, adding that Laos is the only place' ‘

where the program is used in such a way.

~

PR TP wials
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0 : By secret agreement the United States

- h:}s paid $200 million in four years in order

i
|
I
t
1

;*ﬁlﬁﬂuth _Vie'tn.am“

| *'§ This_was abruptly disclosed in Senate . 7.
- Fbreign Relations Commitee testimony Sun- & -

day. At the same moment Dr. John A. Han- .
,.nah, head of the "Agency for International”
| ‘Depvelépiment; ,or AID, embarrassedly con- .

 fitnied - that his AID mission in Laos is used .
7yl CtA ggenatg;as;-a*cpver for their spy - .

Uworks L.
o 4 '..'. e

" jnternationa} game of power poker. But how
“mich-seerecy ? - Should President Johnson
< have iuid .open: the U.S.-Thai agreement
 whenuitwas: made in 19677 Or wouid that
_have hurt the allies, ot tipped off the enemy
“to,suelrn 1})ig military surprise?

ST ,A;mey;i?:ans have become wary of dipto- -
‘matie~ geerets which iead to military in-

“velvements. Americans would tolorate a ¥

" gaod deal of secrecy if they could foel more

‘ canfident ~of thelr leaders in the White ’

. House; Pentagon and State Department.
. ?'J'f‘.ﬁatjffconfidenc'él,"'d’windléd ‘as’ commit-
: ments Yrew decper and losses grow heqvier—- .

\i,.in:yietném from 1965 0n. . L
o ':Ths('t‘,t-\oﬁﬁde'ncoAs‘ii[fer'cd‘ qtiother severd:’

! stiock -when P regide ni Nixon suddenly *
‘r:,th'e  plain.citizens were jolted by this widen-'
ing of thig war, Even Mr; Nizon's own part;
r jeaders won Capitel. il were taken aback

¢ Whativet became bf Mr -Nixon’s pledge of°
[sdn;op residency?’’.

- Now “eve

s Now ey v, pXposre.of A agree-:
mieni. not passed: Qon‘f-,,b};!‘prigg:ess',f{nqt'dli.
| upae befor the public Fauses 4EDI

e 4 LA

“to: have Thailand send a 10,000-man combat . L
. division to {ight as an ally on the sideof .

1 iSedrecy 18 “needed, of course, in the big -~
. ftself, American
o be confributed:i EER
. Those countries - cannot go it alone.,,
- Their fyversaries aren't: going it alone. |

[CI

‘o

L

© The Thais ar

R L

- Secrecy :Strains U.S.; Confidence’

¢ determined to remain in--

deperident and noncommunist. Dut time and . °

" i M

ixon's Guam do

again Red Chinese Jeaders proclaim that all’
" Indochina will become, country by country,
g united. communist ‘peoples’ revolutionary

g sphere. Yo . : ,‘”"j"..’."'. S i L
S Without aid from the United States, nei-.
ither the Thaig,n01ﬁ‘Laof.ians any more than
“gputh Vietnainese' ¢an withstand the deter-

~mined China-hacked -and ‘Soviet-supplied

Jdrive  to . overturi :their | present govern-

ctrine is to be--

" gome realized, so Southeast Asia can defend |

money and arms will have

i Apejr ‘adversaries from Vietnam to Burma
© . bhave hielp from Red China and Russia. = -

b Y Therefore U
greements wil

S; help will be needed, and °
1- be .ncgotiated  between:

‘a
"""+ Ameriean and Sontheast Asian-diplomats.
i “That -should not surprise anyone: America

"."s- not an isolationist country, and it has ob-

. What is

7, ohjections . slem

FRY R X UR PR
T .

* Ameriea further

o lay. open’ his
game. But il he

ing.that they have been euchered into a war.
ey-don’t: fully belleve:in.of understand, ;.7

. i Ygations in the area.

needed is move openness. Our |

- from. the worry of Ameri-

... cang that hidden agreements lead to deeper -,
_commitments, ‘commitments that take

than the vpeoplc‘cxpect({d,l o

“Frie, the President should not be forced{

“hand in the global poker
‘is to count upon Congr_essf;‘

and. the citizens to hack him up, he must .
inform them and consult with them as open-;
.a8 he can, and never, give them the feel-:

= d
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Commander in Chicf. Without question,
the President has o responsibility to pro-
teet U.S. troops in Victham—and no
doubt he will do so. Ile does not need &
mandate from the Congress for this pur-~
pose. Thus, the amendment of the Sen-
ator from West Virginia is both super-
fluous and unnceessary.

The point that Senators should bear
in mind is that the Senate has consti-
tutional responsibilities also—Dbotl in the
making of foreipn policy and in declding
how public funds rre to be spent. Presi-
dent Nixon, as n former Member of this
body, knows that very well. I remind my
colleagues of what he said in this Cham-
ber last November 13 during a short visit
to the Scnate: -

I find, looking back over this perlod of
time, that this administration has been sub-
Jected to some sharp criticism by some Mem-

bers of this body, both from the Democratic

side and from the Republicen side. I want
the Members of this body to know that I un-
derstand it. I recognize this as belng one of
the strengths of our system, rather than one
of its weaknesses, and I know that, in the
end; out of this kind of criticism and dcbate
will come better policles nnd stronger poll-
cles than would have been the case had we
simply had an abject Senate—or House of
Representatives, for that matter—simply ap-
proving whatever idens came from the exec-
utive branch of the Government.

This does not mean that we do not feel
very strongly about our proposals when we
send them here. It does mean that I, as a
former Member of this body, one who served
in 1t and who presided over it for 8 years,
recognize this great tradition of independ-
ence, and recognize it as one of the great
strengths of our Republic.

We in the Congress have been derelict
far too long in placing adequate re-
straints on the executive branch in the
commitment of our men and dollars
abroad. As Scnators we should concern
ourselves primarily with seeing that Con-
gress carries out its responsibilities, not
with the duties of the President. We

should worry, ot so much about pre--

serving the President's powers which he
will faithfully uphold—let there be no
doubt about that—but preserving our

- own. This debate should be focused, not

on whether this proposal ties the Presi-
dent’s hands—it does not—but on

whether 1t will help to untie the knots’,

by which Congreéss has shackled its own
powers. The Cooper-Church amendment
is a step in righting the imbalance in our
gystem. While the Scnator from West
Virginia’s amendment would not add to
the President’s legal or constitutional
powers, it would have the prrctical eflfect
of tipping the scales of political power
even further toward executive domina-
tion.

Passage of this amendment would also
be a retreat from the principle cstab-
lished by the 80 to 9 vote of the Scnate
last year, which prohibited the use of
American ground troops in Loas or Thal-
1and. No Senator raised a question during
the debate on the Cooper-Church amend-
ment last December concerning the need

to spell out the President’s authority to

protect our forces. I remind my col-
leagues on the other side of the alsle
that the language of that amendment
was worked out in consultation with, and

was fully endorsed by, the White House,
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The Issue is no different today than it
was then, On the day following the Sen-
atc’'s nction the junior Scnator from
Michigan sadd:

_ 'The intent and tho piain meaning of the
amendment ultimately ndopted by the Sen-
ate yesterday was to reaflirm the cxlsting role
and existing pollcles of the United Btates
with respect to Thalland and Lnos.

And he went on to say that—

Following n meeting with the President
and others at the White House this morning,
T enn report that tho President was pleased
with the amendment, and he recognizes that
1t 1s in accordance with his announced
policies,

The President saw no necd then.for
a provision concerning the protection of
American troops in South Vietnam, The
sanctuariecs just across the border in Laos
have been expanded since that amend-
ment passed and the Administration still
has scen fit to follow the restriction lald
down by the Congress.

I ask unanimous consent to have’
printed in the Recorp, following my re-
marks, a statement by the junior Sen-
ator from Michigan that appears on page
516809 of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD for
December 16, and a news article from
tho New York Times for December 17,
1969, covering that event. .

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(See exhibit 1.)

Mr. CHURCH. Mr, President, what has

‘been the experience under this restric-

tion? Secretary of Defense 'Laird told a
subcommittee of the Senate Forelgn
Relations Committee on May 18 that—
I have been one who has been Insistent
all rlong that we llve up to this particular
amendment, and the rules of operation that
wero In existence at the time this qm(mq-
ment wns adopted are the same rules that
are being followed today . . . the rules (are)

tied to the protection of the (South Viet--

namese and American) forces that are en-
gaged in those (Ltws-So‘u_-th Vietnam) border
arcas with the enemy .. . this amendment

hiis not endangered the lives of American -

goldiers in Vietnam , . . protective reac-
tion which I am referring to In Dnos has
to do with our alr interdlotion campaign, the
rescue of survivors, and also has to do with
on-going combat operations within South’
Vietnam.

The Secretary went on to say that use
of American ground combat troops or
American ndvisors with South Vietna-
mese forces on an attack upon the ter-
ritory of- Lnos for the purpose of de-
siroying a sanctuary “would certainly

not be in accordance with the amend--

ment which was passed by the Congress
last year.”

Thus the Secretary of Defense found
that the Laos-Thailand amendment,
pased by the Congress and signed by
the President—without restrictive lan-
guage on protecting American troops—
did not endanger the lives of the troops,
since it does not prohibit minimal actions

across the border defined by the Presie-

dent as “protective reaction.” But, it did
prohibit in Laos, without the prior con-
sent of Congress, the type of action that
was undertaken in Cambodia.

The principle that was approved 50

overwhelmingly by the Senato last De-:

cember as applicable to Laos should also

land and Laos.

be applicable to Cambodia. There Is n
doubt in my mind that the prohibitlo
concerning Laos could have been ex
tended to Cambodia ns well—Iif the spon
gors had only thoupht that there w
even a remote possibility that U.8, troops
might be sent into Cambodia.

On May 8, Presldent Nixon told the.

American people that—

What we've also accomplished (in Cam-
bodin) 18 that by buying time it means that
if the enemy docs come hack Into thocgo

sanctuarles, the next time the South Viet- ~

namese will be strong enough and well
tralned enough to handle it elone. .,

The Secnator from West Virglma’s'

amendment would have the Senate go
beyond the President's own stated inten-
tions, by giving him our consent in ad-
vnlaince to going back into Cambodia after
all.

If the ‘Scnator's amendment were ap~

proved and the Cooper-Church amend-
ment subscquently adopted, the Senate
would have said, on the one hand that
we should get, out of Cambodia and stay
out and, on the other hand, that we
really do not mean it—that the Presi-

dent can go back in whenever he chooses.

Instead, Mr. President, of taking a his-
toric step in the process of beginning to
restore the Senate to the role the Con-
stitution intended, we would have acted,
not like a great forum, but like a fudge

- factory, and rendered the Cooper-Church -
amendment so largely meaningless that

it would then be questionable whether
we should proceed to adopt it, in its
modified form, at all,

I say to the Senate in all sincerity that

the adoption of the Byrd amendment

would blow a hole in.the Cooper-Church
amendment large enough to drive a whole
new war through, without the President

ever having to return to Congress for )

authority or consent.
In summary, Mr. President, the pend-
ing amendment would repeat the errors

of the past and glve the President a blank.

check to go back into Cambodia. It would
tip the political balance of power still

further in favor of the executive branch.’
And it would fly in the face of the Sen- -

ate's action on Laos only 6 months ago.
I hope that it will be defeated.

ExHIoIT 1

TR DIPARTISAN AMENDMENT IN BUPFORT OF
rir PresipENT'S PosiTION ON LAOS AND
TIAILAND

. Mr. GniFrIN, Mr, President, particularly in
the wake of Vico President’s Aanrw's criti-
cism of some of tho nows modia, there has
been considernble discussion of, nnd focus
upon, the objectivily of news reporta. It will
be recalled that some particular concern was
indicoted earller with respect to the New
York Times and the Washington Post.
Although I hesltate to single out these
particular newspapers again, I wish to Indl-

.cate my considerable displeasure with the

coverage this morning in both the New York
Times and tho Washington Post of an action

that took place yesterday on the floor of the -

Senate.
A headilne in the Washington Post thls
morning reads, “Senate Acts To Curb Asia

Role.” The story under that headline refers.

to the nmendment cosponsored yesterday by -
-the Senator from Idaho (Mr. CHurcH) and
the Senator from Colorado (Mr. ALLOTT) re- .
. lating te pollcy with respect to the introdue-. .

tlon of United States combat troops in Thai-
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| [‘ruth breaks out

- Little by little the ‘truth about Washmgton s involve-
ment in Indochina is breaking out of the straltjacket of
official secrecy and lies. :

The admission June 7 by Dr. John A. Hannah direc-
tor of the Agency for International Development o
(USAID), that the U.S. aid program is a cover for Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency operations in Laos points up
President Nixon’s failure to mention CIA operatlons in
his March 6 statement about Laos.
- Undoubtedly Vice-President Agnew and other admin-
istration alibi artists will find words to explain this
lack ‘of candor by the President of the United States in
his statements to the American people. '

It will be more difficult, however, to rationalize the
outrlght lying about Washington’s barbarous extermma-
tion bombing of Lao towns and villages.

- /..',"; ' V-"_--‘
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\ "The fact that th{él J. Stugconomic aid program
ii in Laos is a"c(iVex‘ for thfg;ginaqejng of clandes-
| ting, CTA ‘military! dctivifids in-that Southeast
| Asian country may have been an “open secret”
for yéars in the embassies and among the press
. corps in Vientiane. But that does not lessen the
{ damaging reaclion that official acknowledge-
| ment is likely to provoke, at home and especial-
! ly among aid-recipient countries,

Dr. John A. Hannah, head of the U, §. Agency
for International Development, says that he was
aware of the situation, inherited from two previ-
ous administrations, and. considérs it unfortu-
mate and unwise, The decision to end the decep-

" tion, however, is not his,

" All major countries (and quite‘a”f'ei.v smaller

P ey

o

nhetwork one of the unpleasant necessities of get-
ting on in_the world: Spying is an unpopular
- business. The covert involvement in political

4 popular still.” But that, alone, is not a rational
i case against the CIA. What sometimes amazes
- the agency’s friends and foes alike is its propen-

sity in recent years foi getting presidents and
:the_Stat department .in embarrassing public

| Jams, D A

Will Suffer From that CIA Tie

|'ones) find the maintenance of an intelligence’

i-and military affairs of other nations is more un- -

4

STATINTL

1

”

-

1
L

For the U. §. aid program, aiready a victim of’,
declining congressional and publi¢ favor, thel
embarrassment,_couldv bé d‘eweply damaging. Han- E
nah said in an interview that the Laos sitation §
is unique—that it is the only country in which U.,
S. forcign. aid is };eing used as a spy-agency .
front. How does he know? How do we know? .
How do the countries receiving aid know? It will '
apparently have to be taken on faith, :

In many of the more sensitive capitals in Lat-
in America, Africa and Asia, this country’s ene-
mies make a profession of seeing U. S. subver-
sion lurking as the motive behind every loan for
development—even behind the activities of the '
U. 8. Peace corps. The propaganda has had ef- -
fect. Instead of gratitude, .these programs now '’
often are'met with rancor and suspicion. Which,
in turn, makes the task of maintaining consist-
ent domestic support for them more difficult. |

The Laos revelation is bound to stir new in-
nuendo, and American diplomats abroad can
expect to be asked for assurance that all is
above-board il the local U. S. aid office, It
would be remarkable indeed if all of them man-
aged to make themselves believed. The credibil-

SRR

.

. ity of the program has been compromised, < - = §
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The fact that the U, §. economic aid program

. In Laos is a cover for the financing of clandes-
" tine CIA" military activities. in that. Southeast.
Asian couniry may have been an “‘open secret” -
for years in the embassies and among the-press .
corps in Vientiane, But that does not lessen the'

damaging reaction that official acknowledge-

. . ment is likely to proveke, at home and fe_special-»

+ ly among aid-recipient countries.. .

for International Development, says that he was
.aware of the siluation, inherited from two previ-
- ‘ous administrations, and considers it unfortu.
#- nale and unwise. The decision to end the decep-
" tion, however, ls not his, o '
. - Al major countries (and quile a few smaller
i ones) find the maintenance of an intelligence
- ‘networlk one of the unpleasant necessities of get-

“and military affairs of other nations s more un-
*.* popular still. But that, alone, is not a rational
+ - case against the CIA, What sometimks amazes
- " the agency’s friends and foes alike is its propen-

~ sity in recent years for getting presidents and
the State department in embarrassing public

@
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" Aid Will Suffer From That CIA Tie

Dr. John A, Hannah, head of the U. S. Agency

ting on in the world, Spying is an unpopular .
!, business. The covert involvement in political’

ERATASSRHL RN i

51

For the U, S. aid program, already a victim of °
declining congressional and public favor, the
embarrassment could be deeply damaging. Hauo- j
nah said In an interview that the Laos situation b
is vinique—that it s the only country in which U, .

8. foreign nid is being used as a spy-agency
{ront. How does he know? How do we know?

" How do the countries receiving aid know? It will *

apparently have to be taken on faith. ;
In many of the more sensitive capitals in Lat-

:In Ametica, Africa and Asia, this couniry's ene-

mies make a profession of seeing U. 5. subver-
sion lurking as the motive behind every loan for
development—even behind the activities of the -
U. 8, Pence corps, The propaganda has had ef-..
{fect, Instead. of gratitude, these programs now
often are met with rancor and suspicion. Which,
in turn, makes the task of maintaining consist-
ent domestic support for them more difficult.
The Laos revelation is bound to stir new in- -
nuendn, and American -diplomats abroad can
expect to be asked for assurance that all is
above-board in the local U, 8. aid office. It
would be remarkable indeed if a1l of them man- ",
aged to make themselves belioved, The credibils |

ity of the pr?grqm hqsrb_een compromised, . !
R ar ". t 3 i ) ) N
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. -about the secret aspects of the In-

. comes.
»
Al

" pact signed back in 1967 which

“'land $20,000 per soldier for 10,000

- Vietnam,

E That fee included training, equip-
i ping, and supporting the men as
' well as paying them a bonus if
they lived to complete their foreign
.. service. '

ey

vy

i

., g
-

i Thailand to participate in the war.
t. The fact that it was kept secret in-

oy

F dicates both the Pentdgon and the

L naries would not be approved by
*the American public. '

; * Kk
E‘ EQUALLY TRICKY was the use
r? of the Foreign Aid Program to cov-.
+ er up spying operations by the CIA
igin Laos, .

% Activities of the CIA repeatedly
-demonstrate the danger of giving
an' agency a quantity of money to
spend without having to account
for it. Several years ago the CIA
- was discovered to be subsidizing
- college students in activities ques-
- tionable enough to be stopped when
the facts were revealed.

RARTET

F Spying is a part of war; it has to
; goon even in times of peace. It has:
v.to be accepted. It has to be secret.

It has to be paid for.

o

; Anothér
In the Tent

THE MORE Americans learn

.rdochina war, the less savory it be-

Just how we find out about a .
t used U. S. tax dollars to pay Thai-

.. Thai mercenaries who served in.

This was nothing short of paying .

. cution. Then came My Lai. Efforts -
. had been made to conceal both af-'

' White House — and no doubt a
F-number of members of the Con-.
L gress — felt the hiring of merce-

~====—==and grubby. They know the mach- .

- the secrecy and money and the*;

~ war. Nor would it be worth any- 1

" We squeeze a few Communists j

- sponge. The President declaresa ; «i. ..,
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that it has become an agency de- | th9 ultimate story of all Southeast}
‘vising and carrying out phases ofil Asia. :
foreign policy that actually have 1' Unless we want to subdue it and 4
‘little relationship to espionage. The | .occupy it permanently, which we
CIA acts as a separate and secret . ‘have no intdntnion of doing, we ]
force carrying out projects the ene- ! ought to get dut, taking our smelly :

my probably uncovers. but which ¢ mysteries with us.
are reported ‘to Americans only |

when someone stumbles on them. . . ) ,
c playing a far more false and vi- !

- * Kk K ' cious game than we. But the an- |
- IF -QUR government - has for|. guished jest is that it thay won,
three . years ‘been secretly hiringij‘they wouldn’t win anything either. -
. mercenaries and using the foreign|( Moscow and Peking, slecping un--
aid program as a spy cover, what{ der the same Marxist tent, can ;
-else has been going on that we’ deal with cach other only on terms '
know nothing about? | of suspicion and fear. A Red con- .
There was the Green Beret exe- | 1425t of Southeast Asia would put 3
another brigand in the tent hailing
fromHanoi, .- . . ob .k

Rt T T

i

The Communists are probably

e

- fairs,

No. doubt much of what has gone
on in Thailand, Laos, and Cambod-.
ia financed by U. S. dollars is pub-:
licly unknown. Maybe it never will
be known. Maybe it's better for.
American consciences that it isn’t.

SAE W W

e itz 3

——

D it
L

The people of this nation are no‘t:‘;;
- children. They know war is grim

R

inations behind it are often per-
fidious. They tend to accept il as
better than blowing up the world :
with hydrogen bombs.

But the sad fact is that with all }

i b, ot 7 WATE

e by
bt

v Sty

open killing and wounding we have 3 Lo o

not been able to win the Indochina :

Tl Carigon | cepaeedleald
,
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. thing if we did win it. anel g
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-out of Cambodia like water outofa,“i iy ol
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Naturally eager to impress the
; visiting member of ~the_ . President’s
%Indochma “fact-finding” team, U. S.’
. officers in charge of one, Cambodian
_sector staged a camouflage demon-
{ stration for the VIPs last Sunday. It
. was really no contest; they were- deal-
! ing with experts in concealment

~ Not that the Army men didn’t try
hard. They ordered haircuts and

. shaves for the sweating, bone-weary
GIs on the “Shakey’s Hill” firebase
and saw to it that new uniforms were
' issued to some. Shirts and steel hel-
- mets were donned as directed, despite
¢ the steaming jungle heat. Cake and
: cookles were bahed and, as a special

f WA\'HINGTON June 8 (CDN)—

| Pentagon which might be called the
}“Cambodian Cache Game .
. ported totals for [capturcdl antiair-
- eraft rounds are nlso bouncing around.
§ At one time, the total in official reports
.reached almost 160,000. But a few
days luter it dropped back to 127,000—

¥
'+ Since the official announcement last
week from Bangkok, there has been
some uncertainty as t6 why “volun--

teers” from Thailand would be willing

The explanatlon may simply be that the
. pay is better. .

; Take the case of Thai volunteers in
. Vietnam, Their base pay, as ascertained
by a Scnate Foreign Relations subeom- .
"'mittee in secret hearings last fall, ranged
from $26 monthly for a private to $98

r for a major to $370 for a lieutenant -

: general—all at the expense of the Thal
{ government. But there were also much
»more rewarding “overseas”' allowances
,——$39 per. month, additional, $180 and

e e “\-u w&««.&. e O I JUR T

Q1IO3IO4 CIA- RDP80 01601R

" where, with the possible exception of

2. FOUND AND LOST DEPT.

_and n_o)v has risen again, to 133,721.
“Thewve invented a new game at the ..

.." The re- -

[ s, THAILAND'S BONUS ARMY

to enlist for military duty in Cambodia. -

- tions, guarters, transportatlon, ammuni-
‘tion, death or disability benefits and

understand why Thai fighting men

. paign—and why investigating Senators

STATINTL

Tales of Indochinq.ﬁ*f"*’ \
. 1. VIP HOUR IN CAMBODIA - 4

- exhibition of concern for the visitors’
- comfort, a new latrine was constructed. ]

The piles of captured ammunition :
were duly inspected, the precision of a
flghter-bombcr raid on a nearby hill
was politely admired. And before long, 3
with final smiles and handshakes all |
around, the White House delegation de--
parted. They are now enroute home

one or two skeptics, they are expected ’ ;
to’ testify that the Cambodia operation
was a military masterstroke, The GIs ;
on “Shakey's Hill” were well aware that ,
8 chiap fraud was being committed.
How many Americans will be misledi
into behevmg that the White House |
“task “orce is really to be beheved" 3

. —from yesterday's news pages‘
* * *
The proposed name for the game is :
not bad, but perhaps, in view of the '
skillful * deception and shiftiness re- ;
quired to  fake artillery ammunition

. figures, it could Just be called the Old”

Shell Game. A i}

$450 for the three ranks respectively— -,

" furnished entirely by the United States. |

Beyond this, according to the sub- :
committee hearing transcripts just:
released, a secret agreement between ‘1

i

.Washington and Bangkok specifies that |

Thai officers and men be provided ra- -

mustering-out pay by the U. 8. The

cost. to ‘date: more than $200 million. } .

Ir the' circumstances, it is easy to

might be eager for the Cambodia cam-

.are_demsanding to know what further
deais have, been, mada 1

!
o st e fiay 1-2 '{Mf . " i"}
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? The subcommittce also pursued.

| further inquiries on Laos. The heavily
censored transeript cited one report that
"5000 Thai troops wcre cengaged there

. { “disguiscd in the uniform of the Royal
"V Laotian Army.” More recent data indi-

{ cates a more elaborate masquerade;
'~Administrator John A. Hannah of the

_U. 8. Agency for International Develop- -

{ ment has just publicly conceded that

i tives pose as ATD staff I Leos: The

! the Central Intelligence Agency's opera-

I

4. UNVEILING IN LAOS ’ A

Senate might find that disclosure worth |
exploring at greater length—regardless |
of Washington's apparent assurance /
that it has the best Asian allies money '

‘can buy. If it has taken this long to ob- q /
" “tain acknowledgement of thauClApres-.| °

ence in Laos, who knows what other |
surprises are still ‘being held in " re- «

.gerve? Sadly enough, it is the Amer- ; -

ican people who seem to be most fre- -

‘ quer‘xtly'_,cpnfounded by the CIA’s ‘pbi-‘
OB Jegions, - o Ll unis i e el

S gle Vi Tt

/
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"~ So Mény Ways In

Amemcas clandestine  en-
tanglement in- Laos and her

- secret troop deal with Thailand -

became matters of settled fact
“over -the" weekend. ’They form
~a_ most instructive lesson on

“how to mire up in Southeast

'Asm, and- they -indicate how

. very difficult a tfrue extrication .

1s going to be.

:Given a cholce of seve1 al
alternatlves for involvement in
& foreign conflict, most citizens
-undoubtedly would prefm the
_direct method followed in Viet-
‘nam. We began with “advisers”
and went on to place hundreds
iof thousands of soldiers there.
It has been tragic involvement,
“but at.least it has been v151ble.
‘It will not be as intricate to
unravel as some of the snarls
elsewhere.

- For instance, we got involved
in Laos in a way nobody was

supposed to know about. Using .

. the Agency .for . International
Development as a
smokescreen, the CIA has been

ctraining, fighting,” somctimes.
" dying on the side of Premier

Souvanna Phouma in what is
“basically a Laotian civil war.

Yet, when President Nixon ad-
dressed the nation in March.

concerning Laos, he didn't
mention one” word about this
CIA venture. Now that Foreign
Aid Director John Hannah has

-confirmed ~what long was

suspected, our-negotiators in
Paris will just have 1o reconcile

CIA-RDP80-01601R

é

-as best they can their previous
claims. about our - respect of.
Laotian" neutrahty, and the
manner in which we have’

-viplated it. . . ‘
"It is hard to tell which party :

could get in more hot water |
from 'the Thailand deal — the.,
U. 8. .or Thajland. The com- .
mitment of Thai troops to Viet-
nam was supposed to be eviden- !
ce of great enthusiasm for U. |
5. policy in Southeast Asia. But ¢
it was canned enthusiasm, cos- :
ting us an estimated $200 .
million., Furthermore we'!
bought it at the risk of weaken- (
ing Thailand’s native defenses, .|

“at the same time 1nv1t1ng North ,;
_Vietnamese wrath upon a na- :

tion getting into the fray oni

fltheU S. side.

It must be s5aid on Premdent

‘Nixon’s behalf . that  these”

dangerous deals . were made
before he took office. But he
has become a party fo them~

by helping to keep them con- -
- cealed. "And that gives him all -

the more responsibility for. ¢
sparing us - the possibly ‘
disastrous consequences of -
these deals by getting us out

.of Vietnam, out of Cambodia, .

out of Laos, out of Thailand
— in short, out of Southeast '

"~ Asia. Withdrawal should be |

feasible within months — not i
years, And it ought to proceed
at a pace accelarated enoug

to prove that complete — no
" partial — withdrawal is, 1ndeed’

the Preszden’r.’s goal , B
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"AlD as Cover on Amerlcan Spymo
Only the Naive Were Surpérised

If anybody belicves Foreign Aid
Chief John A. Hannah, no harm’s
done. Hannah, Agency for Interna-

tional Development administrator, for

nearly a year, said he was displeased

to learn that the CIA was using AID
as a cover in Laos, a neutral country

. by legal definition.

The Central Intelligence Anehcy
has been blamed for many things,
some of them rightly so, buf intelli-
gence-gathering (spyin
s a part of the nccessary work in a
world in ‘open conflict that is fre-

quently deadly dangerous to the coun-

try without good intelligence.
If AID was a good cover, give our

people some credit for resourceful--,

pSo—

g, if you please)

S :
+-Lering and commitments abroad. Idcally

ness . ., assuming the ¢ I,\ waork was
deemed necessary [orr oUT hest. inter-
ests (and a lively debale erupls on
that score oceasionally). For many
years, foreign anid was mainly military.
President Eisenhower tried hard to :
get Americans to think of it in terms .
of “mutual assistance,” but few could
find very much of a “mutual” nature
in it. If it covered intelligence opcra-
tmns in the tense, treacherous coldest :
part of the Cold War, then there might
have been a bit of mutuality about it. :
The relevant point today is wheth- :
er our government is adequately mon-
itoring the involvements of intelli-
gence agents for appropriateness and :
effectiveness of their information gath-

‘our diplomatic missions would handle -

thait.

intelligence operations but the nature
of some of our mvolvements precludes :

It is a disconcerting fact that the -

- program we advertise as humanitarian ";
.- helpfulness has masked the work of |
{

our spies. We assume that most of the '

- host countries were sophisticated

%

enough not to be surprised. - -3
o ) qu R

rm L e

et
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9 JUN 1970

The CIA and foreign aid

ANY cbuntry running a big-league for-
‘eign policy has “‘clean” and *“‘dirty” ac-
tivities overseas. The trick is to keep

them separate so the second does not.

rub off on the first.. - \ :

Dr. John A. Hannah, head of our for
eign aid program, has officially dis-
closed that agents of the Central Intelli-
gence Agency (CIA) are
workers in Laos.

This regreitable practice started un-
der President Kennedy in 1962 and con-
tinued under the Johnson and Nixon Ad-

ministrations. Dr. Hannah would like to
‘‘get -rid of this kind of operation,” and..
Mr. Nixon would do well to free foreign

aid from association with espionage and
clandestine warfare.

Unlike professional CIA-baiters, we

do not quarrel with the operation itself..

T

posing as aid

At great personal risk, CIA agents have

‘been recruiting and training anti-com-

munist guerrillas, observing enemy.
movements and acting as ground con-
trollers for air strikes. Their activities:
are in response to North Vietnam’s ille-,
gal invasion of neutral Laos and its
threat to South Vietnam.

What we object to is the foreign-aid
‘cover for the operation. The U.S. aid
program and the Peace Corps are two
to this country’s most idealistic, unself-
_ish efforts. The Communist bloc: has
long recognized them as such and has
sought to discredit them. Now, by mix-
ing aid with secret-agentry, we have
foolishly given the Kremlin a stick to
beat us with. ' ;

Do CIA agents really need a cover in
Laos? In Vientiane every newsman,

».communist diplomat and barkeep

' seéms to know what the CIA is up to. If
_the agency insists on a story, they could
~claim to be scientists studying the sex

habits of elephants or the life style of
. opi,um’_sr‘ng‘g_gglers. -

; -
.. This would be as beliévable as and
less harmful than calling them rural de-

Wyslopment, workers,

o o 50 B

] .

 STATINTL
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AID Chief
Admits Tie
with CIA:

"Washington, June 7 (IP)—John
A. Hannah, forcign-aid "chief,’
acknowledged today that the
United States aid program is
being used as a cover for cen-
tral intelligence agency opera-
tions in Laos. He said Presi-
dent Nixon may propose divorc-.
ing such intelligence work from |
overseas -economic  assistance
in the future.
~ “Well, T just have to admit
-that that.is true,” Hannah said
when asked' if the program of
his agency for international de-
velopment is being used as a
cover for, CIA operations in
. Laos.. .

Appears on Radio Program

i 'Hannah was questioned on
thc Metromedia radio news:
prog1 am Prome

; CIA and other United Stales
activities in Laos were inves-
tigated recently in a Senate
inquiry headed by Sen, Stuart
Symington [D., Mo.] but it is
rarc for an exccutive branch
official to acknowledge publicly
that his organization is being
used for undercover work
‘abroad.

Nixon spelled ‘out United

States aid to Laos in a March"

6 statement which did not men-
tion the CIA. United States ac-
tivities there had previously
been kept hush-hush to avoid

, impairing the Vietiene govern-

|mcnt’s neutral status.

. i Hannah made plain he disap-
proves of the CIA's use of his
agency.. He said Laos is the

8 JUN 1970

Hannah was questioned on
the Melromedia radio news
program Profile,

CIA and othicr United Stales
activitics in Laos were inves-
tigated recently in-'a Senale

. inquiry headed by Sen. Stuart

Symington [D., Mo.] but it is
rare for an cxeculive branch
official to acknowledge publicly

that his organization is being |

used for undercover work
" abroad.

Nixon spelled out United .
" States aid to Laos in a March:

6 statement which did not men-
tion the CIA. United States ac-
- tivities there had prevmusly
. been kept hush-hush, to avoid
+impairing the Vietiene govern.
ment’s neutral status,

Hannah made plaln he disap-
proves of the CIA's use of his
agency.. He said Laos is the
.only place this is being done,
.and that.it stems from a 1962
decision that such activity was
in the national interest.

Hopes to Shed Program
“Certainly, -our preference is

to get rid of this kind of .opera-.

,txon " he said.
Hannah said he is sure that

Nixon will include such a rec-

ommendation in the foreign-aid
reorganization ideas the Presi-
:dent plans to present soon for
congressional discussion,

“T hope it is going to be in

the new aid legislation once’

that is. submitted,” Hannah
added.

Hannah generally favored
splitting economic foreign de-

tions"” ‘which he sald “ought to

i be handled, by the state depart- -

¥ ment and the defénse depart-
‘ment,

only place this is being done,

and that.it stems from a 1962
decision that such activity was
in the national interest.

Hopes to Shed Program -

““Certainly, -our preference is
to get rid of this kind of opera-
tion,” he said.

4 'CIA RDP80-01

velopment activities .f r o m:
“these political-military opera-.

"_."‘.,Y" S "q’ . I.".,
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loses money” Is n subjective interpretation
of some old, over-gencrnlized figures that the
Post Office Departiient hins publicly declared
to be obsolete and invalld, Postmaster Gen-
eral Blount hns stated on numerous ocenslons
that Third Class Bulk mnil is a desirable,
positive contributor to the cconomic efil-
clency of the postal operation. This state-
ment s supported by the Department’s Reve-
nue and Cost Analysis report issued .on
April 6 of this year. The report shows that
revenue from Third Class Bulk mail exceeds
its handling cost by 987, wherens the revenuo
from First Class mail exceeds its respective

——

G

handling cost by only 85%. The same report

also shows that Third Class Bulk is the most
profitable major class of mall handied by the
Post Office,
To go A step further, Assistant Poatmaster
- General James W, Iargrove stated on April 13
of this year that, if Third Class Bulk mail did
not exlst, then the 206 million dollars in gross
profit which it produced in flscal 1969 would
have had to come from some other source.
Ho added that there are only two alterna-
. tives for '‘that other source'—olther a con-
gresstonal subsidy or an Incrensa In First
Clnss postnfo rates,
Wwith these thouwpghts In mind, I cortainly
. hope that you will reconsider your present
position on this aubjeot, When I scrved ns
one of your county chairman in the 1068
Senatorinl Campaign, I had complete con-
. viction of your unquestioned integrity, oh-
Jectivity, and tireless effort to seck out and
weigh nll of the facts before acting on any
fssue. I'm sure that this personnl involvo-
. ment with your past efforts tends to helghten
my awareness and concern in regard to some
of your more recent activities. However, I
certainly hope (and must assume) that these
inconsistencles do not represent your con-
sidered personal position but are simply
over-zealous campalgn efforts which were
produced by well Intentioned supporters,
"7 The voters of Iowa's First District right-
fully look to both you and your opponents
for information and interpretation on vital
{ssues. I am sure that you constantly strive

_to fulfill this obligation in the most straight

. forward and unbiased manner possible and
- hope that the information which I have of-
fered wlll be of assistance to you in this

* . effort. Enclosed you will find some further de-
talls which may be of Interest in exploring
the subject of Third Class postal economics.

: Sincerely, . .

: MixeE MCSWEENEY,

.7 U8, POLICY IN LAOS STRENGTHENS
' THE COMMUNISTS

HON. DONALD M. FRASER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 8, 1970
Mr. FRASER. Mr. 'Spcaker. in the

midst of public concern over President

Nixon's invasion of Cambodia, we must
not forget the quiet war of escalation the

administration has heen conducting in

Laos throughout 1969 and 1970,

I wish to bring to the attention of the
Congress excerpts from four articles {rom
the Far Eastern Economic Review which
describe how Victnamization, a reduc-

tion in U.S. ground troops in Vietham,’

has resulted in an escalatory use of
weapons of mass destruction in Laos,

As these articles point out, massive

devastation of civilian life and property

has drastically aitered the fragile politics

. of neutrality in Laos., The Pathet.Lao

* man American crew.

has beccome the only viable indigenous
political force capable of providing
leadership for thousands of dislocated
pnd poverty stricken peasants,

I nsk, Mr. Speaker, 1s this the course
the President will now toke in Cambodia
after the withdrawal of U.S. troops on
June 30? If so, he must bc warned that
indiscriminate bombing, use of chemi-
cals, nnd other forms of massive clvilian
destruction crente the social conditions
which invite resistance and the growth
of communism. ;

The excerpts from the four articles -

* follow: v

WABHINGTON'S DILEMMA
(By Arnold Abrams)

Ironically, those most in the dnark about
Laos are the Amerlcan pcople. More than
simply being unaware of the scopo of U.S.
operations here, th' » have yet to be told by
their government that thelr nation is mill-
tarily involved In Lnaos, American officials .
atill scek .to officially conceal U.B, violatlons
of the 1062 Genevn Accord, which bars all
forms of forolgn military intervention in
Ltos. They contend that Hanol's refusal to
concede the prescnco of North Vietnrmeso
troops here mokes 1t diplomatically unfeast-
ble for Washington to act otherwise.

Consequently, everyone in Vientiane, from
the Russian ambassndor to the mamasan of
the legendary White Rose, knows what the
Americans are doing here. But the American
public remains Ignorant of the fact that
their government 1s arming, training, sup-
plylng, transporting and directing approxi-
mately 70,000 Laotian troops in a war which
threatens to get out of hand.

Instead of setting the record at least par-
tially straight, U.S. officials here do things
like allowing Vang Pao to declare recently,
before a sizable contingent of visiting journ-
alists, that his Meo forces fight with an-
tiquated weapons, inadequate communica- .
tions and inconsequential American sup-
port. As he was speaking, American F-4
Phantom Jets roared overhead, several Amer-
ican observation planes were parked nearby

_and three cargo-laden American transport

planes landed In quick succession at his of-

. flelal Sam Thong base. After denying he

even recetved Indirect U.8. military sup-
port, Vang Pao calmly climbed into an un-
marked Amerlcan helicopter, guarded by
Laotians carrying American-mnde M-16 au-
tometic rifies, and was flown back to his se«
cret Long Cheng headquarters by a three- :

Vang Pao and official verblage notwith-

. standing, Amerlcan involvement in the La-

otian conflict takes the following principal
forms: In addition to 76 military advisers
listed as embassy “attaches,” about 300 men .
are employed in a variety of clandestine mill-|.
tary activities supervised by the CIA, Al
though technically civillans, many CIA
agents In Laos are former Special Forces .
soldlers rccrulted because of military ex-
pertise and Vietnam experience.

These cx-Green Berets tratn government
troops, nsslst wido-ranging reconnaissance ’
tenms and pian guerrilla and psychological
warfare operations, They wear combat fa-
tigues and work out of three main camps,
where they admintster rigorous training in
jungle warfare, guerrllla tactics, communlica=
tlons handling and weapoury.

The CIA also maintains and largely con=
trola Vang Pao's army of approximately 16,-

000 fulltime troops, OMcials Instructions to

the contrary, CIA personnel occasionally ac-
compnny these forces no combat forays. More
than 20 egents have been killed in Lnos,
Among tho most recont CIA casunalties wna/f
Phil Worbisky, s formor Spoclal Forces CApS
tain widely known for his exploits during the
[ I

s

| RUUATA00 3000 -2

early days of Vietnam.
government’s late-summer offensive.

“These guys are tigers,” pays an American
personnlly  acquainted with many CIA
apgents in Laos. “They're tough, intellipgent
guys who know how to handle themselves.

They're not afratd to mix it up out in the’

.Jungle.” The Amerlcan is o civillan engineer

who befriended many agents while helping to
bulld airstrips on several of thelr. remote
outposts, “They came to Lnos hecauso they
were fed up with having their hands tied In
Vietnam,"” he says. “Here they're doing things
the way they want to, and getting better pay
for it as well,”

An important CIA adjunct in Laos has the
{nnocuous title of “Requirements Office’”. It is
staffed by about 90 men, most of whom alse
are ex-milltnry types. Thelr function may be
inconsplcuous, but it 18 not innocuous, Sta-
tloned at fleld level, requirements officers—
called ROs—handle the distribution of arms

- and ammunition, as well ag genernl logistics,

They are vital to any mllitary operation
mounted by the government.

Learning about theso activities prompted

Scnntor Fulbright to ralse a key question

about the CIA'8s role here: since its function
ostensibly 1s to pather information, why is
this agency running a war in Lnos? “I don't
approve of this kind of actlvity at all,” Ful-
bright sald, “But if 1t Is in the natlonal se-
curity interest to do this, it seems to me it
ought to be done by regular US army forces
and not by an intelligence-gathering agency.”
He added that the Natlonal Security Act,
which created the CIA, “never contemplated
this function’ for the agency.

‘The CIA mission chief in Laos Is Lawrence
Devlin, listed as a “political officer” in the
US Embassy. Unlike most political oflicers,
however, Devlin flatly refuses to sce reporters.
For all anybody knows, he might agree on
that last point with Senator Fulbright, who
stressed that he was not criticising the the

.CIA. “The agency s just following orders,”

Fulbright sald.
Cargo and military supplies—as well as

' personnel-—are ferried throughout Laos by

Alr America and Continental Air Services,
private charter firms under contract to the
US government, They are better known as
the “CIA Airlines”, and most of thelr pllots

‘are ex-alr force officers. Reporters are allowed
. to accompany flights involving rice drops to

refugee camps, but are banned when military
cargoes are carried.

“Why do you guys always ask about weap-
ons and ammo shipments?” pilot Jim Walsh
asked me. Walsh, 38, is an ex-air force officer

. who has worked in Laos for Air Amerlca since

1962, “You know we're not allowed to talk
about such things,” he said.

Another form of Amerlcan alr service In
Laos constitutes the most direct US involve-
ment in the fighting. Under the euphemism
of “armed reconnaissance flights'', Thalland-
based American jets and bombers have
mounted aerial bombardments equal to the
pounding taken by North Vietham prlor to
the bombing halt In 1868. The Ho Chi Minh

“trall in southenst Lros has been the prime

target of Amerlcan nir attacks, but enemv
encampments and troops on the Plaln of

- Jars came under heavy fire during the recent

government offensive.

Money for many US operations In Lnos s
clonked in the budget of the mammoth
Agency for International Development, or
channelled through other unobtrusive con-

. dults, The scope of Amerlcan financial sup-

port of the neutralist Royal Lno government
testifles to the effectiveness of such cover,
Total American assistance here is rellably
estimated at between US $250 milllon and
$300 milllon por year. Of that, only the tech-
nical ald budget—about $00 million—is made
publie, The rcst, undisclioscd, goos almost

) entirely for military purposes.
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Official Confirms
‘Aid Unit Conceals
' C.LA. Role in Laos

--Dr, John A. Hannah, director

of the Agency for International !
Development, acknowledged to-|

day that the United States aid

program was hcihg used as a ‘

cover for operations of the Cen-:
tral Intelligence Agency in
Laos. . ,

" He said President Nixon
might propose divorcing such
intelligence worl from over-
seas economic assistance in the
future in proposals on foreign-
‘aid reform to be sent to Con-
gress.

“Well, 1 just have to admit
that that is true,” Mr. Hmnah
sald when asked if his agency’s
economic aid “15, being used as
a cover for C.1A. operations in
Laos.” He was quest10m=d on
the Metromed1a radio news pro-
gram - “Profile.”

Mr. Hanah made it clear that,
he disapproved of the C.L.A.’s use
of his agency. He said Laos was
the only country in which this
was being done’ and that it

that such activity was in the
national interest.
Central Intellizence Agency

'in Vientiane was reported in
the vast. and Senator J. W, Ful-
bright, the Arkansag Democrat
who is chairman of the Foreign!
Relations Committee, has ac-
cused the CILA. of exc(‘edmg
‘jts authority in supporting
United States military activi
ties in Laos.

Mr. Nixon described United
States ald to Laos in a state-
ment March 6 but did not men-
tion any Central Intelligence
Agencv role,

1t is unusual for an execu-
tive-branch official to acknowl-

zatlon is being:used for : pnd'
Looye!; work, abroad.. o Tl gl

WASHINGTON, June 7 (AP)|'

nrovision of logistical support-
for the neutralist Government: -

|stemmed from a 1962 decision -

W YORK SIUES

!

JrTa—

: Assoclated Press- .

'REVEALS C.L.A. ROLE: Dr.’
John - A, Hannah, foreign

aid - director, disclosed use"
‘of program ‘as a covet for:-
intelligence -work - in . Lads, -

R’ 1 A 33
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More Reasons to Get Out Now!

i

k

e

Two developments reported in this morn-
ing’s newspapers emphasize the importance
of America getting out of Southeast Asia
at the very first possible moment.

One was the revelation of a secret agree-
ment with Thailand, dated Nov, 9, 1967,
under-which the United States has paid that
country more than $200,000,000 to send up
to 10,000.troops to fight in Vietnam.

The other was revelation of the fact that

the U. S. aid program has been used as
a cover for Central Intelligence Agency

operations in Laos, = :
" The payment of $200,000,000 to Thailand

for sending its troops into Vietnam un-

derscores the lonely role America is play-

"ing in’that Indochina war. If Thailand had

been heart-and-soul convinced of America's
role there, it no doubt would have sent
its troops there without such heavy payment

" for what seems to be mercenary froops.
On March 6, President Nixon spelled out -
X drawal, The sooner he can’ accomplish it ;

U. S. aid in Laos, but didn’t mention the
CIA. The heavy involvement of the CIA
in that country can only ..underscore -the
widening circle of American problems in
Indochina. P

“ President- Nixon "undoubtedly " will keep

[
. <

his promise to have American troops out

of Cambodia by the end of this month. |

But, during recent days, South Victnam offi-"

cials have made it perfectly plain that they !

will do in Cambodia just what they please..
If they keep their troops in that country,®
American will be in the continuing position
of having to be rcady to bail them out

at any time. And, American air power and

American supplies will have to help them.
These developments simply make plain
the fact that Southeast Asia is a bottomiless
pit so far as American presence there is
concerned. The first mistake was becoming

involved in what really was a civil -war }

i
4

S

i
H

S e e e e

¥

in all of Vietnam. Another mistake was °

attempting to fight a traditional military :
war in a perfect setup for guerrilla warfare. |
Still another mistake was the constant Ameri- '3

can military escalation, secking a purely
military victory, That just hasn’t worked.’
President Nixon has begun American with-

completely, the better off America will be.
Until it is accomplished in full, there- will

* be the'terrifying danger that the involvement |
in the bottomless .pit will suddenly become

greater and greater. -

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4

;
{
f
i
!

f
t

j 1'



(RS

Approved For Releaner?80di08/DdRGIA-R
8 June 1970

e

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4

DEFRARAYIRO

: TUTTRTTUWT TR T T )
FOREIGN AID is being used as a cover for

'CIA operations in Laos, Harmah conceded.

President Nixon may propose divoreing
such intelligence work from overseas econpnilc
assistance in the future, according to John A.
Hannah, head of the Agency for International
Development, Hannah madé plain he disap-
proves of the intelligence ag'én'cy’s use of AID,
saying, “Certainly, our preference is to get rid;
of this kind of operation.” Appearing on Metro-
media’s ‘““Profile,”” Hannah said Laos is the
only place where such activity is under way,

Nizon didw’t mention the CIA in a '

- March 6 statement on U.8. aid in Laos. But
OIA activity there was aired in a Senats .
mqt‘ury headed by Sen., Bymington (D., .

. 0-)l~' . ) P s Lo !

. ) v N
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The head of the U.S. foreign
ald program confirmed yester-
v |day that CIA agents use the
clvilian aid mission in Liuos as
a cover for anti-Communist

operations, much to his dis-
pleasure.

y But he asserted that Laos
,“is the only place in the
swworld” where CIA operatives
masquerade as field workers|
‘of . the Agency for Interna-

‘tional Development (AID).
v AID Administrator John A.
’ {Hannah, asked if the CIA uses
O . ,the mission in Laos as a cover,
said: “Well, I just have to
‘admit that this is true. This
‘was a decision that was made
‘back in 1962 and by adminis-
trations from now until then,

' As CIA Cover in Laos

By William N. Curry
Washington Post 8taff Writer

‘| be in the national interest but,

+ -8 JUN 1970

STATINTL
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and it is the only place in the
world that we are.” .
He said, “We have had peo-|,
ple that have been associated/.
with the CIA and doing things:
in Laos that were believed to!

t

“Qur preference is to get rid
of this kind of operation.”

has declined to comment on|.
published reports that: CIA
agents pose as AID rural de-
velopment workers but ac-
tually recruit and train anti-
Communist guerrillas, detect

ground controllers for air|
strikes.
The 1962 Geneva Conven-

not routine AID operations.
|
Previously, the aid agency {

encmy movements and act as|eyy pu the CIA.

r
'
1

JOHN A. HANNAH
. .» defends '62 decision

Vietnamese f)ollce officers for
the. Ngo Dinh Diem regime.;
The program turned out.to be,

Harnah, who joined AID in
1969, said President Nixon

b wsiusinss Ition declared Laos a neutral|“places a high priority” on the
country. iforeign ald program and ex-
m'liiaenna;lns t;:m?\l&léfmmv;%rlg“pressed hope .that the Senate
radio news program “Profile.” :.’.i;}ie' l;e:tt: r‘: A'i?)c'inl:'udggt“ ls‘::

' A r 'Hannah sald ‘he hopes the uuest for ‘the.: comln¢ ﬁscu
o . Coe TR teonnection between the two|yeary fu..i'. ,)‘u,m&' fondi
s ragencies could be eliminated: .4
B {n a proposed revamping . of} b
\AID. The separation was one AN
. {recommendation of a recent;
\ £ task force that studied AID%
T )

“I am sure that it is going to!
be In the President’s recom-f
mendations for discussion,” he?

In the legislation once that is
aubmitted "

Hannah conceded that the

[other nations. "It certainly has!

II_

Approved For Releas

|AID role in Laos, plus its war.,
related activitles in Vietniam,|

sald. “I hope it is going to be1 '

“mlght" have an adverse af-|

‘fect on the AID programs to

‘not helped . , . It distorts the'
Tole of AID,” he said. But hel
defended the original deel-;
sions to involve AID as belng"
correct when they were made,
in 1062 4

Hannah ' was president of!
Michigan A State . Universlty,i
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~ |Agency Is ‘Cover’ for CIA
In Laos, Aid Chief Confirms

The director of American aid
operations has confirmed that
his agency has been used as a
cover for Central Infelligence
Agency agents in Laos.

“Well, 1 just have to admit
that that is true,” said John A.
Hannah, director of the Agency
for International Development,
when asked yesterday on televi-

sion about rccurring reports of
CIA use of his organization in
Laos. o

For months the corresponden
of The Star in Laos, Tamm
Arbuckle, has been reportin
that CIA agents pose as AID
officials on the ground to recruit
anti-Communist guerrillas, to
transmit inu‘elligence on enemy

force movements, and to actas
ground control for air strikes
against enemy installations.
Hagnnah's was the first official
nfirmation, .
“““‘Associated With the CIA”

“We have had people that

have been associated with the
CIA and doing things in Laos
that were believed to be in the
national interest,” Hannah said
yesterday on the Metromedia ra-
dio news program “‘Profile.”
Ie said the decision was first
made in 1962 for Laos, and that
such use of AID personnel is
now confined to Laos. He also
made clear his desire to end the
relationship there with CIA,

“Certainly,” he said, “our
]preference is o get rid of this
kind of operation. He added that
he thought President Nixon will
include such a recommendation
on splitting foreign economic aid
operations from ‘‘these politi-
cal-military operations” in his
promised message to Congress
on reorganizing the aid pro-
gram,

Military-Aid Link

The administration has al-
ready admitted using the AID
;mission in Laos to cloak its out-
right military aid to the Laotian
government. The transcript of
hearings last October before the
Scnate Foreign Relations sub-
committee on U.S. security com-
mitments, released April 20, out-
dined how a “special deputy”
was set up in the AID mission in
the cmbassy in Laos to coordi-
nate U.S. military contacts with
the Laotian army and air force;

ITannah said yesterday that all,
these “‘political-military opera-|
tions oupht to be handled by the
State and Dcfcnse Departments
rather than through aid under
whatever name.” L

Asked if the economie essist-

S IOINA ANNA

an}:é program in Laos had been
hurt by U.S. military operations!
in "Indochina, Hanah replied|
that “it certainly has not:
helped.” . .
The AID director also-noted
that drafting of speciaiists in his
agency for a year’s duty in Viet-
nam had hurt his operations alj
over the world. He said he wou'd
“welcome” separation of the!
Vietnam operation from the rest
of AID duties. .
“Increasingly, with Vietnami-
zation, more and more of what
AID will be doing.” he said,
“will be legitimate aid and less
and less of it will be the kind of
thing that we shoull not be:
doing.” '
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/ Awaiting White House action is a task force report on -
the U.S. Agency for International Development AID which
recommends, in so many words, that aid no longer be.a /
front for CIA and other military-political operations in
i foreign cdunirics. An AID economic adviser just back from.
% Laos says he and other advisers saw the dozens of CIA-
% agents assigned to' AID, but actually carrying out political
£ "and military missions'in the field. The cover is fine for the

-CJA, but it badly damages AID's credibxty and usefulness. :
{a he sald. L

. \ Loy
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: CIA Reportedly.-.'Maim‘s
lts Dead on Lao Patrols

%\ ByTAMMY ARBUCKLE
Specinl to The Star
. VIENTIANE — Bodies of

American Central Intelligence

Agency operatives killed in

' a _ground combat operations in

X -northeast Laos are maimed as’

‘much as possible to prevent
‘ the North Vietnamese from us-

. ling them as tangible proof of ,
’  bU.8. ground presence in the .

: arca, well informed Lao
 BOUrCES say.

* “The Amecricans have or-

~ders they must not be cap-

, tured.. If they are killed, other

. ., members of their patrol put a

'ﬁ ; grenade on their face or shoot

i them up with their machine

+ !guns till they can’t be recog-
. nized,” the sources said.

;. There are 10 American com-

- mando teams of 8 to 10 men

each operating in northeast

. Laos, the sources said, The -

‘teams operate behind North
; Vietriamese lines,

Encounter Laotians First

Chien, 75 miles northeast of
here. o .
There are now 1,800 Thais, .
. including_artillery and infan-
trymen, in northeast Laos op-
-erations, according to the
sources.
U8, soyrces refuse to say
how many_ Americans are in-
_volved in the military opera-
tions. '

Sources Become Edgy

They become extremely
edgy when asked if the num-
ber of American military per- .
sonnel in Laos has increased
since the U.S. Senate subcom-
mittee hearings on Laos last
October.

. Lao military sources say a
. further increase in U.S. mili-
tary aid is coming.

The United States is being
", asked to supply helicopters
-and U.S. crewsifor a new
“glite” airmobile unit to be
formed from Lao paratroops
and other units. .

The Lao request follows a
worsening in the over-all mili- .

: “When the North Victnamese tary siluation here.

- launch a big attack, they come

~ against the Laotians first. The

“Lao escape around the flanks

LA *to the rear leaving the North
A ’ ' Vietnamese facing Thais or

o “Meo tribesmen,” the sources °

- said. “‘American and Thai
teams infiltrate the rear, hit-

LI _ . ting enemy headquarters and

Ar -7 . communications.”
* The Americans and Thais
_operate from a small, secret
tand tightly guarded airfield
-near the U.S.-supported guer-

‘rilla headquarters - at _Long

0
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« “Militarily, the Lao are in
the worst position they have
.ever becen since 1964,” reliable
. SOUrCCS Say. :
In northern Laos, the Plain
of Jars is ringed by North Vi- -
ethamese units offering a tight
.defense against the guerrillas.
The. North Vietnamese still
are ‘pressuring the guerrilla
bases at Long Chien and Sam
Thong and are to launch new
“attacks when the monsoon

rains begin, probably this
. ‘d.-m

‘month, - .
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WASHINGTON (GNS) —
Don’t hold your breath waiting
for final congressional approv-
a] of the Nixon Administration
though alrcady passcd by the
House, it probably won't make
It through the Scnate beforc
next year. Administration
‘sources -say they are running
into serious problems rewrit-
Ing it to mcct objections from

JUN S 1970

Washington * Marginalia

s

'jtesting the Cambodian inva.
;sion, and ail addressed to the

“Hon. Sam Rayburn.” Not
only was former Speakar Ray-

(ourn a Texas Democrat, hut

he has been dead for nine.
years. Hunt got {he letters he-

jcause the Post Office Depart-

ment forwards improperly ad-

‘ydressed mail to the congress-

,man representing the place on

the Senate Finance Committce -

that it isn't comprehensive | The deleat of Gov. David F.

enough. . J Cargo in the Republican State
Awaiting White House actlon . primary in New Mexico is a

- is a task force rcport on the - mixed blessing for the Admin-

. U.S. Agency for International |

. Deveclopment (AID)} which re-

- commends, in s0 many words,

" that ATDno longer be a front

i the postmark. -

strategists had favored con-
servafive Andérson Carter,
bhut concede the liberal Cargo

i for CIA and other military-po- jwould have hcen a stronger
. Htical operations In forcizn |candidate against Democratic
countries, An AID cconomic | Sen. Joseph Montoya.

adviser just back from laos
says he and other adviscrs.
never saw the dozens of CJIA
agents  assigned to AID, hut
actually carrying out politival
and military missions in the nent in November — Dr. Al-
field. The coveris fine for tho\ ¥ - - - s -
CIA, but it badly damages \L]_J.”F*‘ Ray Lee, 36-year-old phy-
s credibility and usejul. -| Siian and leader in the Mis.
ness, he said, _sivsippi private school move-

Former President Lyndon
Johnson _apparently is still
smarting Irom the rough re-
| 'views his recent {elevision ap-
; prarances were given. Visiting’
! here last week, he told friends
: he was working on a hook and,
. although it won’t be finished
;. for months, “I've alrcady re-
: eelved six unfavorable reviews

of it.”

¢ When Supreme Court Justice
* Potter Stewart last week voted:
. exactly the opposite as he had
i elght 'years belore on alabor
i decision, he took refuge in a
: quotation from the late Justice
! Felix Frankfurter: “Wisdom
. too often never comes, and so
one ought not to reject ft. themsclves, and people famili-
merely bherause it comes . & with ordinary bustiness
“late.’’ From khe bench, . praclices would figure profit
- 84-year-old Justice Hupo L.,
" Black quipped ;that if Stewart
had become wiser with age, he : Sd har X
»had done it “inconspicuously,” . ., C‘a”"s‘ E.
" becaust he didn’t look nny old: 1R.-N.Y., appears to be pulling
er. ,?ack l§rom ltl!S prg‘posa%i to al-
. oW’ preventive etention o
¢ Students may know how the ¢ . dangerous criminal de-t'
Vietnam War should be re- |angants, Goodell, hest known
solved, but.they don't know. g his views against the Viet:
how to reach their congross: - iyam, war, put in the proposal
man. Rep. John Hunt, R-N.J., las part of his law enforcement
received nine letters from res- S TR

idents oA pprovied For

cratic congressional candi--
dates incvitably run unop-
‘posed, Rep. Charles H. Griffin

P

his hopes rest on the populari-
ty in the South of President
Nixon and
President  Apnew,
.praises unstintingly,

1. Sen. Lee Metcalf, old foe of
the utilities, inserted in the
{ Congressional Record a list of
privately-owned power compa-
nies’ and thelir “percentage of
profit.” His point: they're
making enough money, don't
need rate hoosts. However,

Montana Democrat’s figures,
They list net profit as a per-
centage of gross income; most
state regulators, the utilities

vested, a much lower fifure.

istration. White House political |

In Mississippi, where Demo- |

jwill have a Rcpublican oppo-!

ment. .Lee makes it clear that -

especially Vice
whom he -

many would quarrel with the-

@s a percenlage of money in- |

Goodell, |

- b e Ty

7

brogram. Instead of appealing
to the law-and-order people
however, it has only angered
some of the suspiclous liberals
whose votes he has been court-
ing. '

Clarence McKee, Sen. Jacob
Javits' staff expert on hunger
and nutrition, is making a po-
litical bid of his own this
.spring. McKee, 27, is running
¢« for the board of trustees of
| Hobart and William Smith Col-
lege in Geneva, N.Y., and try-
ing to become the first black
alumnus, -as well as the first
under 30, to get elected. A 1965
graduate of Hobart, McKeg b
mes from Scottsville, near
Rochester. s

b

H
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WASHINGTON (GNS) — |
Don't hold your breath waiting |
for final congressional approv- |
al of the Nixon Administration :
Assisiance Plan. Al-
though: already passed by the
House, it probably won'h make
it - through the Scnate before
next yewer. Administration

. sources say they ave runmi:mg;

into serious problems rewrit- |

‘fng it tomeet objections from:

the Senate Finance Commiitbeoe |
that it Gsn’t comprehensive |

Awaiting White House action |

' s a task force moport on the |

U.S. Agency for International |
Development (AID) which re- |
commends; in 50 many wonds, |
that aid no Jonger be & front i

and other military-po- |
litical operations dn foreigmn .
counfrics. : An AID economic .
adviiser just back from Laos [

says he and olher adviscrs |

never. saw the dozens of CIA

agents assigned to AID, but,
getually carrying out political -
ond military missions in the:
field. The wcover is fine for the |
CIA, but it badly damiges |
AID's credibility and useful-
ness, he said.

Former President Lyndon
Johnson appavently ds stild
smanting from the rough re-
views his recent television ap-

tiere last week, he told friends
he was working oni & book and,
mithough - it won't be finished
for months, ‘‘I've already re-
etived six unfavorable reviews
of it.”

|
2 197—

"W ASHINGT

fdents of his district, all pro-+|

"servative

. privately-owned power compa- |
"~ nles and their “percentage of -

When Supreme Court Justice
Potter Stewanrt last week voled
exacily tive opposibe ais e had |
elght years before on a Jabor
decision, he took mefuge ini &

qizotation fromy tho late Justica,

"They list met profit as a per-

i Felix Framkfuntert *Wisdom

| too often newver comes, and 5o,

“ope ought not o reject &
imerely because It comes
tate ., From the hench,
< 84-year-old Justice Hupgo L.

- Black quipppd 'miat ¥ Stewart”

M tecome wiser with aige, hie
¢ had done it *‘inconspleuously,”
{because hedidn't Jook eny old-
€T,

: Vietnam War should be re-
- molved, hut they don'tt know
«fhow to peach thelr congress.
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Students may know hiow the
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testing ther Cambodian inva- |
sion, and all addressed to the -

“Hon, Sam Rayburn.” Not:

only was former Speaker Ray- |
burmw & Texas Democrat, but
he has been dead for nine
years. Hunt got the Jetbers be- |
cause (v Post Offica Depart- ¢
ment forwards tmproperly ad-
dinessed mail to the congress- |
man represcniing the place on |
the postmark. !
The defcat of Gov. David F. |
Cargo in the Republican State !
primary in New Mexico is a
mixed blessing for the Admin- -
istration. White House political
strategists had favored con-
Andérson Carter,
but concede the liberal Cargo
would have been a stronger-
candidate against Democr&tlci
Sen, Joseph Montoya. b
In- Mississippi, where Demo- |
cratic  congressional candlvy
dates Incvitably run unop- !
posed, Rep. Charles II. Griffin
will have a Republican oppo-
nent In November — Dr. Al{
bért Ray Lee, 36-year-old phy-\

_themselves, and people famiii-
ar with ordinary business
practices would figure profit
‘as a percentage of money in-
vested, a much lower figure,
Sen. Charles E. Goodell,

- RN.Y., appcars to be pulling

back Irom his proposal to al-
low preventlve detention of
certain dangerous criminal de-
fendents. Goodell, best known
for his views apainst the Viet-
nam war, put in the proposal
as part of his Jaw enforcement
program. Instcad of eppealing
to the law and-order people,
however, it has only angered

ing.

Clarence McKee, Sen. Jacob
Javits' staff expert on hunger
and nutrition, is making a po- t
litical bid of his own this-
spring. McKee, 27, Is running -
for dhe bohrd of trustecs of
Hobart and William Smith Col-
lege In Geneva, N.Y., ndtry. |
ing to become the first bfack
mlumnus, as well as tho first’
under 30, to get elected. A 1965
graduate of Hobart, McKes 69«

il

ON MARGINALIA ]

whose votes he has been court:; .

mes from Scottsville, near
Rochester. g

S ol

BUY BONDS REGULARLY 4

Some of the suspiclous liberals

.slclan and leader in the Mis- l

sissippl private school move- |

ment. Lee makes it clear that
his hopes rest on the populari-
ty in the South of President:
Nixon and especially Vice'
President Agmew, whom he.!
praises unstintingly.

Sen. Lee Metcalf, old foe of |
the utilities, inserted dw the;
Congressional Record & list of |

%

profit.” His point: they're .
making enough money, don't -
need rate  boosis. However,.
many would quarrel with the
Montana Democrat's fgures, .

© e

centage of gross income! most !

istate _regulators, the uiilitles

e caecid
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/| . comes hefore us as a forelgn assistance,
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Qur foreipn assistance program wos
instrumental in spreading the Green
Revolution across the ficlds of the needy
nations. But the job is nowlhere near

* finished .There ls still much hunger in
the world.

The initial task of helping to provide
the fertilizer, pesticides, seeds, {rrigation
and know-how must continuc. But the
Green Revolution is also taking on new
dircctions. High-ylcld varicties of rice
md wheat have helped boost overall
food production in the developing coun-
tries by 14 percent in just 3 years, As a
result, new problems of grain storage
and shipment have emerged. The boun-

_tiful harvests have tended to benefit large
Jandholders more than the subsistence
- farmers.

There is an additional problem, When
we talk about hunger, we are not talk-
ing about starvation slone. Relatively
few people are presently starving to
death, but one person in every five in
the developing countries i malnourished.
The result is pcople physically and men-
tally below par—unhappy people who
are unable to contribute fully to the de-
velopment of their countries. One of the
pillars of our aid program is research
into ways to provide the kind of protein-

~ rich food to minimize malnutrition, This

program has helped develop the corn,

soya, milk blend known as CSM, which

eased the suffering of vietims of the Ni-
gerian civil war. The bprogramn also
" helped develop WSB, a wheat soy blend
of high protein content. U.S. foreign aid
§s financing rescarch at the University
of Nebraskn which sccks wheatl varic-
ties which will contnin more of the nmino
ncids essentinl to a henlth diet, Alrcady
almost 11,000 wheats have been tested
out of an cxpected total of 17,000, Re-
search is also underway to find strains
of corn which will supply similar basic
dietary nceds. "
This research, solutions to the new
problems resulting from the very suc-
cess of the Green Revolution, and the
escalation of the revolution itself de-
pend in large measure upon our foreign
aid program, It is up to us to see that

- the program is not emasculated. -

Mr. Chairman, the bill before the
House is not entirely adequate to meet
the needs and challenges of helping
ourselves through help to developing
countries, but. the funds which it will
make available are important toward
that end and I urge its passage by the
House,

Mr, OTTINGER. Mr, Chajrman, I
‘urge a closer look at this bill which

appropriation. I refer specificajly to the

< $350 million for military assistance and

$272,500,000 for foreign military credit
sales in titles I and II of H.R. 17867, An
examination of the committee report
does not reveal much, but a study of the
hearings held earlier this year brings out
some alarming evidence of the uses to
which these funds will be put.

In testimony on American military ac-
tivity in Laos, Defense Secretary Laird
claimed that our policies have not

explajned:

changed for the past 4 years, He :u:’-ther .

. \,

v

-firm that the administration is fully

‘declare where in the worid Americnn

Since the administration by desipn re-

-Laos involvement, as well as the com-

STATINTL
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being presented to Consress, and yet we
are cxpected to go on plving blank checks
for military ventures without any con-
gressional gerutiny as to the Implica-
tions for our farcign pollcy vis-a-vig
Southeast Asla. This hag been the sorry
story cver since our traric and scemingly
endless intervention in Indochina begzan,
and it is finally time for us in the Con-
gress to stand up and say “The buck
stops here.” If the American people are
to be denied the facts about our foreign
policies, then it Is Indeed a sorry day for
representative democracy in this coun-
try. This appropriation bill and all others
with military funds should be defeated
until a full accounting is made to the
Congress and to the American people.

Mr. PRICE of Texas, Mr. Chairman,

I woant to mako it clear we nro not send-
Ing combat troops to Laos. We have a to-
tal of npproximately millinry pors
sonnel In Loaos, They aro serving {horo as
military attaches and as military personnol
who gjvo milltery assislance. They nro mill
tary nsslstants to the Royal Lnotian Forces,

Secrctary Laird went on to place
the total number of U.S, personnel, mil-
itary and civilian, in Laos at 1,040,

My, Chairman, I rceently sent two of
my stafl members, one of whom was a
military adviser to the Itoyal Lno Army
in the early 1960's and thic other a re-
pional dircctor of the U.S. AID refugee
program, on a 10-day inspection trip to
Loas. They rceported back to me that at
least half of the Air IForce's 48,000 men
now stationced in Thailand are dircctly

Involved in air strikes over Laos, and that X
an unknown number of U.S. military per~- Yesterday the House passed legislation

sonnel are assigned to Laos on “tempo- 10 raise the ceiling on the national debt.
rary duty" from military base in South- - I opposcd this proposal because I be-
enst Asin, Alr America carries personnel lieve what this Nation needs is sound fi-
and arms throughout Laos, American lnancial management, not just more debt
pllots are served ns forward air control- Plled upon our existing indebtedness.
lers, and other American pilgts fly mis- As of the first quarter of 1970, the na-
sions over Laos from carriers in the South  tlonal debt totaled approximately $373
China Ses and from other Southeast Asta  Pillion, an $11-billion increase over last
bases. year. The annual interest on this amount
. Mr. Chairman, these observations con~ Will cost the taxpayers $18 billion.

{ To facilitate economic recuvery Con-
committing American personnel to the gress should cut unnecessary spending
war in Laos and keeping the facts care- rather than raising the public debt. This
fully concealed from the American peo-
ple. The subterfuge of reporting a mili- health,

tary unit as belng assigned to Vietnam . Today, Congress has the opportunity
when 1t is actually operational in Laos to facilitate economic stability not by in-
can only be called o massive deception, creasing tax liabilities, but by decreasing
one more example of exccutive usurpa- Federal spending. It can do this by re-
tion of the congressional prerogative to  fusing to appropriate additional money
for foreign nid this year. This would not
fighting men shall be committed, Thcsejo fainl to our foreipn ald prorram;- it

activitics are larpgely carried on under ould, however, help flush out the for-
the auspices of the CIA, und thefadt thaty felgn nid pipelines. Presently, in addition
many of our military “advisers” operate to the requests for authorizations and
in civilian clothing instcad of khakl does appropriations, there is approximately
not lessen the implicatlons of a massive $18.5 billion left from previous years
American involvement in Laos, lying unspent in the pipelines. These
Furthermore the estimated American funds fall in the following general cate-
air sorties over Laos are now placed at - gories:
approximately 900 a day, seven times the Unezpended balances in pipeline from prior
level of 2 years ago, at a cost of billions years for selected aid programs
of dollars to the American taxpayers. Forelgn assistdnce (mutual .
BCCUrILY) mcwcmmmmamc————— $4, 450, 356, 000

fuses to disclose the exact costs of our = Export-Import Bank, uncome
comjtted borrowing au-

s thOTItY wececnccmccccaame /4, 454, 200, 000
mitment of American troops, it becomes Export-Import Bank, long- '

our role in Congress to turn back foreign  ™¢ o i 0 T C

military spending bills like this one until  garesre.sreaeet Brmkc Reguiar - oo 00

‘we have a full and complete disclosure - Operntion —aceeamme-cence 346, 100,000
as to where this moncy is going and Export-Import Bank, Expan=
why, slon PrograMe o cocacacns 163, 200, 000
Furthermore, Scerclary Lafrd testi Inter-American Dovolopment =
' ¥ Laird testifled  2nto merionn oovee G 3, 359, 404, 000

before an Appropriations Subcommittee
. Military Asslstance (in dos.
on March 10, 1970, that to the best of MpItey, ebisswnce {in do-

his knowledge there had been only one pyyye Law 480 (agriculture 1,830, 000, 000

American military assistant killed in. = commodities) _aooeeeo_-. 861, 428,000
Laos to that date. If it is indeed true Permanent military con-

that this is the only combat death that struction oversens._._._.. 448, 000, 000
the Defense Sceretary knows about, then Forelgn Military Credit Sales

we must ask by what authorization and _ FUNAd ceeeoaotoomaaoaaa-o 406, 215, 000
by whom is this clahdestine war being Infernationsl Development - -
waged, We must ask why the facts can~  sgon Development Banko- 10 000, 000
not be revealed to the American people. Qversens Private Investment B
‘We must insist on being told what inde- ‘COrporation wamecmeemeece 138, 500, 000
pendent warmeking body exists within Peace Corps. e cacacae- -r 97,157,000
the exeoutive branch of our Government, ‘Education exchAnge....---. - 26, 708, 000

The pertinent information is either . Internstional military head- -

_ deleted from the hearings, or it Is not: QUAItErs weeceeevaseena-s 30,000,000

S
i e . ‘ A Yoo - LR .

L .

P
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Our questions on Laos answered

. lation- all the armed forces attacking “Besides these combat forces,
By JOIN PITTMAN lshi;:\Sof t?orgc‘:z. f:;ri:::n:; a:; on the liberated areas. They draw several thousand Americans are

(This Is the third of a series(hs defensive, although he is up t_hc plans ft.)r'the allnc!ts. engaged ir} !n'dircc't combat, that
of reports bosed on @ facl-findingcoynter-attacking fiercely in an provide the loglslu_:s and givejs, in acuvmcgldlrectly supple-
ond good- will visit to the liber-aiiort to change the balance. the orders. menting the military operations.
oted areas of loos, April 28" . Aoril 16, our forces put ‘‘Sccond, the U.S. imperialists These include 2,000 trainers of
Moy 5, by a World Peace Coun- i ot action General Vang Pao, are using American personnel as the ‘special forces.’ 200.person-
cil delegation thot included the . \ nerican-trained commander Well as Asian forces in these at-pel for the CIA's’ Air America

ovthor.) of its ‘special forces' puppet tacks, and are solely responsible and Air Continental, and the
troops. We understand ‘Vang Pao for the bombings and wanton de- 3000 Americans working in
A LIBERATED :AREA,; "\ citalized at Udon Thani, struction of our country. USAID and USIS, the agencies

Laos, April 29 "(By air- mmiland, the main headquarters ‘‘Third, the U.S. imperialists'for economic and psychological
mail) — After a few hoursirom which the American im- are using their so-called ‘devel- warfare. Even the 101 Peace
sleep under mosquito nets perialists direct the aggression opment aid’ to expand and alsoe Corps people perform duties di-,

in thi ve. the World aczinst Laos. . strengthen the compradore strata, rectly connected with military
.in is cave, £

- wright and composer of And of course the armed forces U.S. imperialism has violated

" with one-half of its population of 28ainst us,

Lo rces dis- to restore and reinforce the feu- gperations.

Peace Council delegates in‘.:z:;atl:‘:gr“sezxgnou;a{&l?o:s of dal strata, to monopolize Lao p“The Vientiane administration
prepare for a briefing on -cucial forces’ at Sam Thong, trade and prevent the develop- has no control over any of these
the situation of Free Laos. br: they ‘escaped to Van Viang ment of Lao economy, to sow forces. They také orders solely
We * breakfast on omelet, and Pak Sane, Our recent vic-dissension and hatred- between from tl_1e U.S. headquarters base

€ . .~ tory in the Plain of Jars putour three main ethnic groups in Thailand. Royal Army troops
toast and coffee in time 6,000 puppet ‘special forces’ outand our 68minorities, to pollute are used mainly for police work
to greet Sisane Sisan, a gf action and dealt a decisiveour culture with pornography and in the Vientiane-controlled areas.
member of the Lao Com- blow to the enemy. But the U.S.trivia, and to set up so-called The so-called ‘civilian’ advisers

mittee for World Peace.  |imperialists are carrying out'prosperity zones’ and ‘refugee take orders from the U.S. Em-
A gracious, patient and round-the-clock bombing with B-camps’ holding one-hfth_ of the bassy in Vientiane, not from the
; b bl’ heerful man 52s in this entire area. Lao  population for forcibly im- Vientiane administration.”

imperturbably cheerlul man, “In brief that is the-currentpressing out young men into the The WPC delegates ask more
at such an unrcasonablp military situation.” puppet army and our young wom- questions, but since we are now
hour in the morning, Si- 2 When you speak of thecnintobrothels. long past the lunch hour, Mr.
sane is the father of sev- ‘enemy’ whom do you mean? .."Fourth, the U.S. Imperialists Sisan suggests that we put these

' “ ican i ' lone have blocked ana sabolaged off until another day, have lunch

n intellectual and, “American imperialism in the? bloc ) Y, )
221.101:1' director of the ra- (first place. But also the compra- ¢very agreement reached between and begin an on-the-spot survey.
dio ana information ser- dore and feudal elements whom Vientiane and our side to sitof sgome of the accomplishments

X the U.S. imperialists have in-down and negotiate a settlementof pegple’s power in the liberated

songs. He is widely trav- and political cadres carrying outthe 1954 Geneva Aga‘ee";;g
eled and speaks 3 fluent their orders — including 12 Thai Which it did not sign, the

. i f the Chiang Geneva Agreements on Laos
French. We set upon him ?{?it_lslg:;’ r;r:;\;srjts .;,apa:e'se Sf_ which it did sign, and the most

with questions. . called ‘aid’ forces and Saigon €lementary principles of interna-

in Laos? “Up to last November there 4. Official U.S. sources deny

v

, ~>"" tional law.” . - ' : o -
1. What is the present situation PUPPet troops. _ , . \ -

r - were 147 battalions of puppetAmericans are involved in com- \
,on,ﬁt r‘:?f:itr;:fg}b‘i;:tegoﬂﬁ; and mercenary troops operating bat, yet you say they are. What : o

”
e after they were continuously de-statement? . )
rtguﬂl;y pt:‘:)r[fli'sm;:(l)l\':;: i:‘h:stwﬁ feated by our forces, President We consider our information

y : reliable. We know that at least
‘lished in 638 of the country's Nixon has reinforced and greatly

. 1,078 villages and probably now

(_:;

strengthened them." 1,200 U.S. Green Beret officers

in 8.620 of its 13,063 hamiets — 3. Why do you consider Ameri-and men are actively directing

: and participating in operations.
mostly in the jungles and moun- €an imperialism, rather than the ;"0 " oo cijied “special forces.’

wuns. 1ne U.S. imperialists con-Vientiane compradore and feuw-y, "o 550000 no small part of
trol through the Vientiane ad-dal elements and their Royaly,, "y " Ajrforce personnel in
ministration one-third of the coun-Army and mercenarles, the maid poiland are directly involved.
try with half of the populationencmy? . ... And we have grounds for believ-
mainly in the plains and deltas, “First, the U.S..imperialists, .. ;5" Airforce personnel in|
and with 1,235,000 of the counprovide all theiarm;é equlpmentl,‘so"m Vietnam, Okinawa, Guam -
try's 1,729,000 acres ,of .r.bk:;oney for Fl'iay an:l t:'::"'l:y ":;and the Seventh Fleet are alsoj
land.. - - .o - . [diers, supplies and lalning [OF.,. yicipating in b.omblng’amcks’
onLaos, = . .
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o Noam Chomsky
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ln l947 commentmg on the rising lllde

- 'lol‘ “anti-Communist”™ hysteria in the’
o 'Umtcd States, John K. Fairbank made

" people will be led to think amll_l
.. may honestly believe that the
- support of anti-Communist govern- ; I'

' .0 American fascism will come, if it

Lo

‘ _Zl-rof the future, will continue to

' the following perceptwe obscrvauons..

l Our fear of Communism, partly as -
| an expression of our general fear |

inspire us to aggresswe anu-'

Communist ~ policies in Asia and |
elsewhere. fand] the American

ments in Asia will somehow de- | ‘2
fend the Amencan way of life,’
This line of American policy will -

-* lead to American aid to establxsh l
' regimes whxch*altempt to suppress
" the popular movements in In- :\
.-~ donesia, Indochina, the Philip- lv
“""pines, and China.... Thus, after
I setting out to fight Commumsm in .
Asia, the American people “will be ¢
- obliged in the end to flght the -
peoples of Asia. -

. This American aggressxon abroaxd
1 will be associated with an increas-. |
. ing trend toward anti-Communist
“ authoritarianism within the United
States, which its victims will call -
fascism and which may eventually =
make it impossible to have dlsc,us-‘
sions like this one today. This

AR

comes, because American liberals .
_ have joined the American public in |
a fear of Communism from abroad
rather than fascism at home as the
chief totalitarign menace.! -
These remarks have proved to be
accurate. The events of the past few
- weeks reveal, once again, how the
American policy of “anti- Commun-

" jsm™~to be more precise, the effort to

prevent the development of indigenous
movements that might extricate their

. societies from the integrated world

system dominated by American capital—
" draws the American government, step.
by fateful step, into_an endless war
apinst the people of A:h. md an’an.

Y
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¢ ground, as tlle ClA-sponsored Clandes
! tine Army swept through the Plain of© of Laos preatly increased in mlensn!s,
{ Jars in late 1969, and from the air., when . aircraft formerly employe¥

. and North Vxetnam. who now c.ontrol-

STATINTL

h June 1970

A Special Sup

“CAMIIB ODIA -

R l mevntable concomuant. toward harsh begun in May, 1964, and the '"“’"5”‘-‘. L
‘frepressmn and deﬁance of . law “at bombardmerit of North and” South

home PP R SN .chtnam that followed in February,
oo T " 11965, make use of bases in Thailand,

'I;\e invasion of Cambodia by the "South Vietnam, Okinawa, the Philip- ~

United States and its Saigon subsidiary = Pincs, _an.d.Guam not to speak of the
comes as no surprise, in the light of naval units that control the surround-

recent events in Southeast Asia. Since ' in& oceans. The control center for the
1968, the United States has st'eadllyi bombing of North Vietnam and North- -

‘Q escalated the war in Laos, both on the\//',n Laos is in Thailand, presumably, at.

Udorn airbase. In 1968, the bombmg

* When the report of the Symington ‘against North Vietnam were shifted <~ |

. subcommittee on Laos was finally the bombardment of Laos. In 1969, : - ;
i' released on April 20, the Washington ! the bombing of Northern Laos was ';'

;. Post carried the front-page headline: f again greatly: intensifisd as infiltration &
US, ESCALATES WAR IN LAOS, ; fell off on the so-alled _“Ho Chi Minh b
i HILL DISCLOSES. The hcadline was ' - Trail.” Most of this area has long been <

accurate; other evidence, to which I'| under Pathet Lao control.. -~ - .}
shall return in a later article, shows As a glance at the map makes clear,
| that the subcommittee hearings seri- | the bombing of Northern Laos takes.
ously understate the scale, and the.
grim effects, of the American escala-
tion. This American escalation pro-
voked a response by the Pathet Lao

- connection to the war in South Vie -
nam. It is, in fact, directed agai-.r
tcivilian targets and has resulted i

! almost total destruction of most set-\

. more of ‘Laos than ever before, and led |
" to devastation and population” removal
. on a vast scale.

_The destabilizing event in Cambodm
assxduously ignored by President Nix- fl
on in his speech of April 30 announc- -

ing the American invasion? —was the - remaining in the Pathet Lao zones is |
right-wing coup of March 18 which | gyer g million, well over a third of the i~
; overthrew Prince Sihanouk and drove

him into’ an, alliance with the Cam--! many as three-quarters of a million
bodian left” and the mass popular ™

t refugees in the government-controlzd .
lnqyements _of Laos .‘"‘d Vxetnam, . areas, The planes that attack’ Northers |
which are dommated "by left-wing, Laos are based in Thailand, whereas
forces. The coup, and the evcnts that the bombing of Southern Laos (mclud—
followed, must be understood as a. mg the “Ho  Chi Minh Trail™) orng-
further step in the mternahonahzatlon “inates from Danang, Pleiku, and’ the
of the Vietnam war. llowever, the' Seventh Fleet. Now the Thai bases are
coup should also be seen in the. also bemgused to bomb Cambodla.
context of developments internal to.~ - . : :

Cambodia-over. the past several years. T ' ' '
These factors are, of course, inter-,, Ahe Amencan escalanon °f the """

a' | much of the population. Where people-
! remain, they hve, for the most part, in_
! caves and tunnels. According to Amer-:

« e F

related.. . , - ‘m Laos provoked a response by the' s

Since early 1964 the’ Umted “States ! " Communist -forces, which now control |
has been conducting its war in Indo- ;TMOr¢ °f Laos than Sver before. a M
‘china from sanctuaries’ scattered from | .. = ;
‘Thailand to Okinawa, The bombard- = .. "
ment of ‘Laos, which appean to have! .~ "
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iE tled areas and forced evacuation of "3

place in a region far removed from the = - .
-|“Ho Chi Minh Trail” and has no direxz =,

_ican Embassy figures, the population e

| population of Laos. There may be as L
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v  Mr,
i wh:le he is wide awake, cannot slcep at ,
" four o'clock the morning of Saturday, ™!

ey

May 9; telephones and arouscs Helen :'—;

off to the Lincoln Memorial and a con- -

i puts it,

- ‘ he talked about the football team, and :* '

o . hia, he talked about surfing.” (The New 7

:
L
Sl
\

2

..%, curious confession which Mr.

ie

- student,
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From the Cnty of Lies

Murny Kempton

Nixon, who has his nightmares

Thomas. the United Press’s White House
correspondent to talk about her prcde-
- ¢essor, who committed suicide a month
ago leaves her at last in pecace to lurch

‘ versation with the young waiting, as he
“to shout your slogans in the
. Ellipse.” - - -

Joan Polletier, a Syracuse University " Ay
remembers

W
l

on strike, and, v,
when we told him where we are from,

when someone said he was from Califor-".

g

Washington \l |

o
¢

. the encounter: .
“i* “Here we come from a university that’s.
" completely uptight,

|

" © What was it he had said to the Negro 't

trooper in Vietnam? Something to the, y

elfect that “l guess you miss those col-’
Jard greens.”

P
Wl

B

Memories keep intruding like uncasy

that .-
Nnxon

- ghosts—memories of Six Crises,’

V.17 disguised as a memoir " of prideful

' f~ occasions -and which went largely un- |

{ _attended in 1962 because then he had -

Ty -

. ‘_-- -

a8 the natural and healthy signs that hi;-
"~ gystem is keyed up for battle, Far from "

Al

L more difficult,

- e

¥ little  place

0
a.
b
l
[

in history except as a

1
W

; national disaster that no one thought "

. could ever happen.

*When'a man has been through even n

.minor crisis,” Mr. Nixon reflected then, L E
“he learns not to worry when his mus-* 4
. cles tense up, his breathing comes faster,
.} _his nerves tingle, his stomach churns, his ';

“temper becomes short, his nights are <

- :ymptoms of tension. I was ‘mean’ to |

1l

sleepless. He recognizes such symptoms -

- worrying when this happens, he should

worry when it does not.”
There had been the moment, dunng
the pursuit of Alger Hiss, when he .
. began to notice the -inevitable .’

; live with at home and with my [riends, i’
‘was quick-tempered with members of

t
b

t
t
i

my staff. 1 lost interest in eating and

. skipped ,pp‘rtgtjyt&.nﬁfﬁﬁlgﬁ

-of I8, Ge

“1 suppose that some might say 1 was

‘nervous,” but 1 knew these were simply .

the evidences of preparing for battle, -
There is, of course, a fine line to be ob- |

served. One must always be keyed up ‘v
i for battle but he must not be jittery. He .
is jittery only when he worries about

- the natural symptoms of stres: hid

So Mr. Nixon is most confident about
,himself when there stir in his interior
those symptoms which can only alarm *
‘every sober person around him.

We are ruled then by a night mind of
.this sort. Its exegesis and explanation to’

the concerned are a major'chore of Henry |,
' 1 tablishment of a designation for the

Kissinger, Mr. Nixon's assistant for Na—
tional Security Affairs. Kissinger is sup-

war has its casualties and that he is re--,
signed to being a casualty of this one;
‘but he seems to bear his martyrdom

York Times, May 10.) ‘,_; ‘with marked equanimity. The day after

*Mr. Nixon moved into Cambodia, Kis-.
singer made his contribution to the pub- °
lic calm by lunching for two hours at

P , the Sans Souci. It is natural that thejour-

nalists cling to him; he is a symbol of

-that continuity of our national polmes.*7

accordmg to which the same advnsers
4: counsel an infinite variety of Presidents,

. Kissinger’s background bricfings are ;
lnsttuments to support—if not often to ;
" comport

with—Mr. Nixon's
speechcs His system scems to be to o
~ fer persons discontented with the publlc
. explanation the semiprivate alternative -

public v

" dered whether Hanoi might be aroused -
to reprisal by any such slash at its jugu- "
1 lar. His reply, tailored to cover such

alarms, did not remotely fit Mr. Nixon's ’
immediately previous image of North.
Vietnam’s ‘“‘intransigence and belliger-
ence.” Instead he remifided his ques-:

tioners of Hanoi’s fidelity to our under- ;-

standing ‘that its- froops will not cross |

the demilitarized 'zone, which “is, in
fact, the onlp ground sanctuary from -
which they can threaten our forces in E
Vietnam."” -

Thc other monument to Kissinger’s

“flexibility of response has been his es

'?_Cambodian venture, which is not an "in-'_

posed to have said recently that every: | yagion”

but a “technical incursion.”
This term became immediately popular

_enterprise was popular. Scnator Tower .
" of Texas, for examplc, took at once to .
' describing it as. this “incursion,” drop-'
-ping Kissinger’s modifier. It is curious,
| that these two academicians should each
_have thought that this substitute would
“elevate the tone of the affair, *

- tive than, “invasion,” inescapably ccho-:

‘incurs .
sion" being a word rather more pejora- -

‘with those few pcrsons with whom the .

ing the burglary statutes as it does. -

- Higher civilizations invade while barbari--

ans incur. The New Webster definition

f- i of ' “incursion” is: *“3 running in, into, o’ :
i against; hence a hostile entrance into a* U

‘ territory; a sudden mvasxon, raid, m-' "

. of its direct opposite. On April 30 we'" t road.” chnonary instances of its usage ‘_
~had Mr. Nixon presenting an enemy, l run to expressions of outrage or con-: .

*“concentrating his main forces in these .,
sanctuarics where they are building up
to Jaunch massive atlacks™ - on our
“ troops in South Vietnam. The next day,
. Kissinger could describe this same enc-
- my as one who, far from threatoning
South Vietnam, was actually “‘debouch-
ing westward—which ought to suggest ||’
that he had fewer troops in this area of
massive buxld-up than he had had two
weeks before, -

“Tonight,” ~ Mr.
" “American .and South’ Vietnamese
troops will attack the headquarters for
the entire Communist military opcra-

Nixon had said',;‘

- tempt for the sort of creatures who do .

such things: the:‘New Webster’s example-
is a sentence of Justice Cardozo’s from a ’
tort opinion involving an incursion of
pigs; the Shorter Oxford’s is from Mil- :
ton (“Against the Scythian, whose in- ;

cursions wild / Have wasted Sog- -

diana N )

This is temtory which is tech- ;
- pically inside Cambodia, complete-,
- ly occupied by.North Vietnamese .

bodian population ifany ... - -
. -chry Kissingor, April 30’ ot

.,4‘ me i

léﬁﬁ,bm ‘°,m?§ggge§,qnq;§¢1 Rooo7oqosooo1 4

"ttiom of Jourmum who won-\

°°h‘t$nuoa

. forces, containing very little Cam« '

»
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By Jack Anderson

The ouster of Cambodia's
Prince Sihanouk has stirred
up plots in Laos to dump
IPrince Souvanna Phouma and
set up a Cambodian-style mili-
tary government. This could
repeat the Cambodian crisis
all over again:in Laos, with
dnngerous consequences for
‘the U.S.

Intelligence reports warn
‘that rightist Laotian leaders
‘have been encouraged by the
,Cambodian experience to at-
tempt a similar takeover in
:their country. They are weary
‘of the aging Souvanna
Phouma who, like Sihanouk,
thas put on a show of out-
yward neutrality, But just as
Sihanouk permitted secret in-
cursions by the North Viet-
namese, Souvanna Phouma al-
lowed the Americans to oper-
ate in Laos. )

The Kremlin had promised
both leaders that the North
Vietnamese would leave their
countries after the Vietnam
War was settled. But as the
encroachments increased, the
two princes lost faith in the
Soviet promise and concluded
that the North Vietnamese
would never ‘clear out volun-
tarily.

I

increasingly to the US. to
save Laos from the Commu-
nist ecrunch. But Sihanouk
flew to Moscow and Peking to
enlist support in getting the
North Vietnamese out of Cam.
bodia, While he was on this
mission, he was deposed by
the generals he left behind.
Now he has joined the same
forces, ironically, that he had
tried to remove.

that the U.S.
really win the war. For it

der into sanctuaries.

ese began enlarging their san

increasing the

Sceret Understanding web of trails.

Washington and Moscow
reached a setret under-
standing, meanwhile, to keep
still about the U.S. interven-
tion in Laos. As long as th
U.S. didn't officially acknowl-
edge its clandestine opera-
tions, the Kremlin agreed to
ignore them.

The Russians, as they had
promised Sihanouk and Sou-
vanna Phouma, also guaran-

tion rouj
of North Pi’

upon Red targets in_Laos.

CIA Secret Army
The Central

teed there would be no North
Vietnamese takeover of Laos
and Cambodia. Both the So-
viet and Americans agreed to
endeavor, at least, to confine
the war to South Vietnam,

At no time did the U.S, wish
to expand the Vietnam con-
flict into a full-scale Indo-

china war. Restricting the bat-

ex-French™ Army
whose

Souunm Phouml turnedlhowe r, also had advantages
_..‘-h.éul- Yy

tlefield .to South Vietnam,

4 \ Lt \_ i .' T |L.” \1. fm“w‘ﬁthk"llm‘w““" .
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for the Communists. It meant
could never

impossible to defeat an enemy
who can escape across the bor-

In 1964, the North Vietnam-

tuary privileges in Laos by at-
tacking the Plain of Jars and
infiltration
down the Ho Chi Minh spider-

The U.S. countered by step-
ping up its clandestine activi-
ties and bombing the infiltra-
After the bombing
ietnam was halted
in 1968, the U.S. simply moved
the sorties across the border
and concentrated the full fury

Intelligence
Agency, meanwhile, has subsi-
dized.a secret army in Laos
under Gen Vang Pao, a vulgar
sergeant,
14,000 {ighting men
have been recruited largely
from the minority Meo tribes.

The . secrefuarmy is head-
quartered -at' the multi-mil-
lion-dollar CIA base of Long
Cheng. A steady stream of Air
America and Continental Air
Services i planes,: under CIA

P PR 1) .\ i b e

"Laos Could Become Second Cambodia

and AID contracts, haul food, .
munitions and the monthiy
payroll for Vang Pao's troops.

Stories have now leaked out
about his clandestine army,
describing it accurately as the
only effective fighting force in
Laos on the American side.
Yet my reporter in Indochina;
Les Whitten, reports from
Vientiane:

“The sad fact is that all the
millions expended upon Vang
Pao’s mercenaries have not
convinced one responsible
U.S. official in Saigon or Ven-
tiane that this land of 2.8 mil-
lion people can be defended
for more than a few weeks by
the secret army against a de-
termined Communist attack.

“The Communist Pathet Lao

is

Cc-

/}ialf of Laos and clearly could
take over the other half al-
most at will.” o

Whitten adds that ‘“the fa-'
bled CIA forces, which liberal.
senators regard as some kind
of powerful presence in Laos,
are made up, in fact, of time
servers, a few brilliant intelli-
gence men and a larger nhum-,
ber of ex-servicemen who are’
ZZ harassed as .any Washing-

on buregucrats simply trymg

to carry out routine duties, 1 t
. © 1970, nnll-llecn\m Syndicate; Ins;”

‘ g
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the secret American radar base at Phou Pha Thi
eastern. Laos. The base had been constructed in

guide U.S. aircraft flying from Thailand to their targets in

I~} - the base for American-led teams of Meo mercenaries enter-

tive headquarters in Samneua province.

.+ understood by both sides (if not by the American public):

HES

w7 bodia are the same war. They cannot, as some U.S. senators

e
T

"1+ U.S. was organizing an all-Southeast Asian front against
1" communist revolutions (SEATO). By the late *50s, there
o oo were U.S. armed and advised Thai and South Vietnamese
" .{%. . troops fighting the Pathet Lao in Laos. For its part, the
+“-. Pathet Lao had helped the Viet Minh in the struggle against
French colonial rule in Indochina, and after the neutralist
1+ " coalition broke down in Laos in 1958-59, the Pathet Lao

Government (RLG) against the Laotian revolutionaries.
.- While they are fighting for a revolution within the context
- of Laotian society, then, the Pathet Lao have historically

i of the ver
. fought.

The U.S. has consistently justified its actions in Indochina
:, by saying that it. was defending Laos and South Vietnam
“- from North Vietnamese aggression. This argument has no
" more validity in respect to Laos than it does to South Viet-
nam. The Pathet Lao is an indigenous revolutionary move-

oo e o -

N MARCH II, 1968, PATHET LAO troops overran "'"7

along the North Vietnamese border in north-

late 1964, shortly after the Gulf of Tonkin incident, to -
£+ North Vietnam and to release their bomb loads electroni- .
.-\ / cally. Pha Thi was also used as a base for rescue helicopters, .-
- and according to the San Francisco Chronicle, “American

“ " Air Force and CIA personnel used the valley landing strip as =~ *

-} ', ing North- Vietnam on special harassment missions.”” These _
' 7 - teams were also used to attack the Pathet Lao administra- .,

.~ The existence of the base at Pha Thi, besides being a clear
-+ violation of the 1962 Geneva Accords on Laos, demon-
'+ strates an essential aspect ot the war which has long been o

*-"- the war in Vietnam and the war in Laos, Thailand and Cam- -

= have naively, or deceptively, suggested, be fought or re-
© solved in isolation from one another. As early as 1955, the

.- once more turnced to the North Vietnamese for aid as the
U.S. pushed a war of extermination by the Royal Laotian .

. also been engaged in an Indochina-wide struggle, by virtue -

y scale on which the war against them has been -

-~ -ment and North Vietnamese aid to the Pathct Lao has been -

. by Brmtnr-Geyetpios: cia

-in direct response to American intervention in the Laotian

. civil war. Indeed, the real subversion in Laos has been the /
virtually complete take-over by the CIA of the Laotian A

-+ government administration and army and the creation of an ol

economy which is almost totally dependent on United .-

+ :States aid, I :

[A REVOLUTION 1S BORN]

T°N LAOS AS IN VIETNAM, an anti-French independence .- .
movement emerged immediately. after the surrender of -
the Japanese, who had occupied Indochina during - o
World War II. In coordination with similar moves in " -
;. Cambodia and Vietnam, the' Laotian resistance seized ;.-
power in one provincial capital after another, starting in
“+Vientiane. On September 1, 1945, Prince Phetsarath pro- -
claimed the rupture of ties with France and declared the .",i "~ -
-~ independent kingdom of Luang Prabang. He appointed a .} *
provisional national assembly, and an independent and uni-
.. fied Laos had a short-lived nominal existence.
On September 17, however, the King of Laos announced -
. the continuance of the French protectorate, dismissing
Phetsarath, who then set up a provisional government of |
" Lao Issara (Free Laos), in which Souvanna Phouma—later -
" to lead the “neutralists”—and Souphanouvong—later to lead
'« the Pathet Lao—held important posts. Unwilling to lose
" their holdings in Indochina, the French began working their
. way up from the south (the Allies having agreed to let the
Kuomintang occupy northern Indochina), decimating the
Lao Issara troops and. forcing the provisional government -
into exile in Bangkok. The French then resumed control of
- Laos and began to rcorganize the Laotian units of the :
- French army, instituting a draft of Laotians to aid the -
- French in their fight against the Viet Minh. .
Souphanouvong, Souvanna Phouma and Phetsarath were )
all brothers (Souphanouvong a half-brother of the others), | ..
"' and they had all received engineering degrees in France. &
.- Phetsarath represented the royalist, more traditionalist |-
ideology and ‘interests in Laos. Souvanna Phouma was the
- republican, the neutralist; and Souphanouvong was already | -
.. leftist. : : S
-+ Souphanouvong, future leader of the Pathet Lao, had

.. been in F{nnce during’the Popular Front in 1937, and had o

——— e
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Europo; Egeberg roturned, canceling a Rus-
sian trip.

Asked about reports that ho was nsked to
resign, English sald, last week: "Number ono, -

.no comment, Nunmber two, I don’t deny (it).”

Immediately on his reslgnation, his job

was removed from clvil service and madde

- appointive. A high-level oflicial in the same

agency sald:
“The politics is getting more naked. I can
assure you there has never before been the

- political check there 18 now—down to the

GS-14 level,” (GS-14s start at $10,643 or

‘ more.)

- t0 go, inside months.”

The appointment of a new dircctor of
mental health serviecs, Dr. Claudo Thomaes;
the nomination of Dr. Morris Chafctz of Bos-
ton ns director of nlcoholism programs; tho
senrchh for n now director of mental health
iraining—all have received political checks.

“I've Votcd on Both Sides”

So, of course, did the appointment last
week of English's successor, Dr. Vernon Wil
son, director of health affalrs at tho Univer«
sity of Missourl, Wilson says: “I don't coli

_slder mysclf elther o Democrat or a Republi«

can I've voted on both stdes. From my point
of view, this is not a political appointment.”

But Wilson was clearly found “acceptable,”
said & Missourl Democratio congressional
aide. “He's a good man. He has no discover=-
able politics. But he's not going to rock any -
boats.”

The adminlstration screcning of health
and sclentific appointments 1s really no &e-
cret, according to Dr. Stanley Yolles, director
of the National Institute of Mental Health,
“It is the stated policy of this administration
to appoint as many Republicans as possible,
‘There s screening of sclentific appointments
throughout the department,” he sald.

According to repeated rumors, and many:
predictions by knowledgoable persons, both
Yolles and Dr. Robert Marston, director of the
National Institutes of Health, are currently
Ybeing screcened Both are sald to be "slated

Report Denled

Marston 18 out of the country. An alde
‘called the rumors about him "untrue.”

“No one has sald a single, solitary thing
to me,” Yolles sald. “But I've heard the ru-
mors. There's one that my successor has

.already been picked.”

Yolles is on the bad books of HEW higher-
ups for two reasons. He opposea much of an
on-going decentralization of NIMH activitles

"to regional offices. Opponents call this “the

start of NIMIH's dismemberment

Yoles or his aldes 1ast year helped insplre

th House and Senate to insert in NIMH
legisiation a veto power for the Natlonal Ad-
visory Mental Health Councll—a cltizen and
expert board—over regional decislons affects
ing one of NIMH's proudest programs.,

This 18 the program to establish and partly

' support community mental health centers,

which are local clinles to glve emergency
and day care to help keep montal patients

.out of hospitals. By July, 400 such ocentors
will have beon funded,

Early in his ndministration, President

"Nixon ordered that’ f3 many fedoral programs

03 possible boe returncd to “grass roots” cone
trol. An HEW task force under Deputy Under
Secretary Fred V. Malek s trying to do so,

“POWER PLAY"

It sees putting the mental health centers
‘under HEWs 10 regional ofces as “better
administration, closer to the people” The
program’s directors at NIMH sce it as &
“power play” to put what has beon an $30-
million-a-ycar program under the real con=
trol of HEW's nonmedical reglonal directors—
appointecs close to state and local pressures,

In any case, mental healith center cona
struction doclslons wore roglonalized March .
31; staff mattors are slatod to be rogionalived
July 1, . L
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Thoe national advisory council—highly dis-

© turbed—1a to mect with Under Seccrotary

Maulck in June. It also belleves he Intends
to regionalize NIMH treining grants, which

support 65 percent of the tralning .of all

mental health professionals,

In a letter to Dr. Robort Stubblefield of
the Unlversity of Texas, councll secretary,
Finch recently denled this Intention. But
s council member says: “That docsn't fit
his directives.” .
"FUNDED LAST”

NIMH is an agency with a degree of Ine
dependence and strength that mental health
-forces fought hard to create, Mental health,
they claim, is commonly submerged under
genernl medleal or administrative direction,
“funded Inst and lenst'”

‘Tako awny the mental henlth centors and
the $11¢-milllon irnining  progrom, notes
Yolles, and “about all you'd have loft” ia
about $47 mllllon currontly flnaneing re-
scarch and n few other small programs, hard-
ly a strong NIMH,

NIMH as a whole 18 to bs funded at just
§346.6 milllon In flscal 1971 by the Nixon
budget, well below 1670's $360.3 mlllion,
There are to be no new community mental
health center grants. :

Narcotic ‘and alcohol addliction programs
are to rise & bit from $29.4 milllon to $356.6
million. But *“for community treatment of
narcotics in 1970, I have just $4 million
left,” Yolles sald, “and $18 milllon in valld
community requests.” As it happens Socroe-
tary Finch—in a memo to editors last week—
sald, “President Nixon has designated May
24 through 30 as Drug Abuse Prevention
Week."

Stafl appointments are not the only place
there has been HEW political pressure, A
year ago Dr. Jack Welnberg, director of the
Xllinols Neuropsychiatric Institute, was asked

- %0 accept renomination for an advisory com=
mitteo on aging. Then he was asked about .
- his politics.

I seld, ‘T worked
reports. "I was not reappointed.”

This happened “in some cases” but 1s no
" longer goilng on, sald a department source,

Higher-ups forced the transfer of longtime
clvil servant Clifford Johnson as NIH public
information director, presumably to make
way for a polltical appointee. But last week
Marston announced appolntment of Storm

Whaley, University of Arkansas vico president

for health sclences—and s Democrat—ns a
new “director of communications” public
and sclentific.

- “Since the news got out about Joe Eng-
lish,” ‘another source said, “people have been
getting phone calls and tender care. 'We've

.. seen appointments going through In the last
few days after hanging fire since November.”

The screening system, however, rematns—
this Republican administration's response,
it soems, to the fact that o majority of men
tal health workers and aondemis research
and henlth typea happen to bo Domocrats.

Henlth Democrats and hoalth doves nre glva
ing tho. administration stilil moro problems.
For months, there has beon an NIF-NIMH
clerk-and-professional Moratorium Commit«

teo opposing the Vietnam war—a bold move \

in a part of the government whore there was

rarely political expression before for foar of

political retallation,

Last week the movement spread to the
NIMH-National Institute of Neurological
Diseasc-National Eye Instituto Assembly of
Scientlists—MDs and PhDa. Thoy voted 164 to

- 23 to oppose U.8. involvemcnt in Cambodia,
the first tlme this group haes evor taken a

nonmedical political position, '

“In every way," reportod an Assembly dooe
_tor, “people hero aro getting more disturbod,
,."I'd predlet you havon's soan snything yes

.- .- in the way of rebelilon.”

for Sen, McCarthy",” he

ay 28, 1970

TO LEARN FROM HISTORY

OF NEW YORK

HON. ALLARD K. LOWENSTEIN STATINTL

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - .~ -°

Monday, May 25, 1970

Mr,. LOWENSTEIN, Mr.
someone said that history repeats itself,
the first time as tragedy, the second time -
as farce, It is hard to say whether with

President Nixon’s decision to invade -
Cambodia we are In the tragic or the .

farcical phase of the Viethnm war. May-
bo we arc in between, because ns Mr, .
Nixon recited the worn arguments that
have been used to Justily so many mis«
taken actions one did not know whether
to laugh or cry.

By now it is obvious to nearly every-.
one that our course in Vietnam hns been
based on demonstrably faulty political
analysis, fallaclous historical analogies,

and outmoded perceptions of the inter- . -
national political landscape and our

strategie interesis within it -
I am {rsaridng in the Recorp two or-

ticles trhzt =-imase the tragicomicnl
nature of e wioocintrzion’s fallure

to learn from hisiory wod i3 rellance on
arguments and concepirna that have
been repudiated by events. Toe 2ricles—

Speaker, - .

‘yi

one serious, the other satirical—are. by R

Prof. Hans J. Morgenthau, who has

been perhaps the most profound and .'

£

presclent critic of the war from its begin-. = .

ning, and Robert H. Yoakum. They ap-

peared in the May 23 issue of the New .-

Republic. .
‘The articles follow:
BAVING FACE IN INDOCHINA:
I—Mnr. N1xon’s GAMBLE
(By Hans J, Morgenthau)

It would be uncharitable, and redundant, . .

to dwell in detail upon the factual defl-
clencles and loglecal inconsistencles of Mr.

-Nixon's April 30th speech. What shall one say .

of an authoritative exposition by the Presi-

situntion that manages not even to men-
tion tho source of the trouble, the overthrow |
of Sthanouk? Or what shall one make of
the President’'s statement that we are after -
“the heart of the trouble,” the enemy's head-
quarters for all: of South Vietnam, while,
when these headquarters cannot be found,
both the Vice President and the Secretary

of Defense assure us that of course they - .
connot be found since they are mobile? -
However, Mr. Agnew assures us on “I'ace the - -
Nation” of May 3 that we found a “laundry -

facility” and large stores of “freshly laun-
derod uniforms,” and Bob Hops warns us on
tho "Tonlght” show of May 4 that if Cam-=
bodin falls Indin will go and “before you
know 1t wo will be Nighting In Btaten Island.”
Ostensibly »1r. Hope was not joking, but
nolthor wore Messrs, Agnew and Nixon; or
were all threo of them trying to be funny
with tongue-in-check?

Yot the farclcal aspects of theso presenta-
tions only secrve to gilve polgnancy to the -
tragedy present and impending. Mr. Nixon
is caught in a dilemma caused by two ir-
reconcilable impulses. On the one hand, he .-
wants to disengage from Vietnam; on the

‘other hand he wants to disengage only in

clroumstances which, if they don't carry.
tho substance, at least convey the appears
anco, of a political victory. And political vie~

“tory for hlin means the stabllization 6f the -
. Thlou rogime as the legitimate government - ...
" of Bouth Viotnam. Dut this concoption of

S 5.

. dent of the United States of the Cambodian -
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- |Laotian guerrillas cut/ .~ =
Y TR R TR (A S
« | Ho Chi Minh trail ") - o

By . T. -ARBUCKLE in Vientlane . . Tt

1Y

ye ) o an : 4NN .
. ‘SK’ECIAL Laotien guerrilla  units- with American | -
T 7 ddvisers. were yesterday cutting the Ho Chi Minh. -~
. tlr,ml near Routo 23, outside Tangvai village in Southern
a0s, . Y ;
. The mission of the two batl ‘Ihe - Americans’  and "South”
‘ talions in Savannakhet province Vietnamese are hitting a Com- |
: is to search for arms and food | munist base arca in Laos close
- : caches, . to the “triborder,” where Laos,
: After  the gucrrillas swept | Cambodia and South Vietnam .
through Tangvai before launch- | meet. This is just north of res ’ T
ing their operation, North Viet- | cent American operations in the ! - *
) : . namese troops who had carlier | Se San river valley in Cambodia. « :
‘ ) : ‘retreated re-occupied the vil- The operations in Laos are |
P ) . lage, ] said to be necessary to prevent :
: . Laos warned North Vietnam | reinforcements -and - . supplies '
yosterday that - any, attempt to reachihg  the Communists. in.
capture  an ' important povern. Cambodia and to prevent the
. menl-held (town could lead to | Communists rebulﬂllng their © . °
" , ‘the end of .the 1962 Geneva ac- | sanctuarles thete, - S '
O S - cords  guarantecingy the, “king-{ " Tt Is the G1 A and through it
- -dom's neutrality,. *i " America which besrs the brunt
Mr Sisouk Na Champassak, | of ali militaryanperations, Tha'
Minister of Finance and perm- | Royal Lu A-my does nothing .
anent representative  of - the | except o?d drefenolve positions.
fetnamese plans to take tha
town of Saravune could  have.

Prime Minister at the Defence | . L o o

Ministry, told the ofiiclal Lan. b T oo - R \
‘sérlous - repercussions on.. the” - o L

Anternal politics of Laos, . . . ; .

R

%

i

-

{}ew: ageficy that any- North,

4 C1A lends unity

)i In yesterday's operation were . :
P “special guerrille units” from /

/‘

a sectet army led and pald
by the Central Intelligence [y .
AFcncy. Amerlean  advisers |0 ¢
with these usits work for the

“AF Agency. They are armed and
advise and carry .out similar
functions to American: Army
advisers. . e TS
This use of GLA emploveesy ~ o0 . '

USRS WS AN

permits the Nixon Adnilnlstra.
tion to technically deny  that
Americat  troops” are-tn Laons, S -
The Tangvai~operation is In con. I
“Junctivit with “ofhier ‘South’ Viet- | T
. namese and American operations | N

{in Laos and Cambodis. ; ; %,

-

i

!

o . i

. . : ' L)

£ : : o . o
. : ,
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- Lao Guerrifla Uni
+ Attacking

T Special to The Star

. VIENTIANE—Laotian special

. {caches,” the sources said.

Foy o ety G TIe AGT
ﬁ&b:'&.b.\u AN

—

s
1 U.S. ADVISES ON MOVES

By TAMMY ARBUCKLE

guerrilla units with American
advisers are cutting portions of
the Ho Chi Minh Trail in south-
ern Laos, informed sources said
today. )

Two battalions of Lao guerril-
las are hitting Route 23 on the
western flank of the trail outside
of Tangvai Village in Savannak-
het Province.

“Their mission is to hit Route
23 and search for arms and food

" The guerrillas swept through
Tangvai before launching their
operation. North Vietnamese
troops retreated, but then reoc-
cupied Tangvai behind the guer-
rillas.

Advised by CIA

The units in this operation are
“special guerrilla units” ftom
the seeret army led and paid for
by the U.S. Central Intelligence

" 'Agency. The American advisers

accompanying these units work
for the CIA. o
They are armed. They advise

“-and carry out other functions

similar to American advisers
with South Vietnamese units.
Use of CIA employes permits
the Nixon administration to deny

“. there are U.S. combat troops in
Laos. L. )
‘1 7The Tangavi operation is in Strips on the Bolovens Plateau

'conjunction with South Vietnam-

ese and other American actions
in Laos and Cambodia. -
Americans and South Viet-
namese are hitting Comrunist
Base Area 609 in Laos close to
the tri-border of Laos, Cambodia
and South Vietnam and just
north of recent U.S. operations
in the Se San River Valley in
Cambodia.
Move on Red Base

The operations in Laos arc
said to be nccessary to prevent
reinforcements andsupplies
from reaching the Comraunists
in' Cambodia and prevent them
from rebuilding their sanctu-
aries there.

. Part of the operation against
the Communist Base Area 609 is
run from Kongmel, an airstrip
used by CIA opceratives working
out of the Mekong River town of
Pakse, a CIA substation respon-
sible for running the war in Lao

Military Region du...riivny 4 itonns

| As in othér military regions in
| Laos, it is the CIA and through it

L -The ‘substation is in a whi_te-

s
Red Trail

1
‘*.

the United Stales which bears
the brunt of all military opera-
tions. :

The Royal IL.ao Army does
nothing except hold a few defen-
sive positions.

The Pakse substation is run by
an American counter-insurgency
expert. He was once a colone{ in
the U.S. Army, served with dis-

and . was later: called back to
service, .ot

'walled, windowless building with
a forest of communications an-
tenna on'its roof.

.. The building is identified as an
“annex” for the U.S, Agency for
"International. - ° Development.’
Newsmen are told by AID em-
‘ployes to keep,out of the build-

... More  than 30 Americans work
‘there.. 1

+ Opposite the building is the
‘quarters for U.S. Army person-
nel. Four men stay there.” - -

. ..Controls Guerrillas

-The . CIA . annex controls- the
2nd and 3rd Special Guerrilla
;Battalions, each of which has
jarmed agency advisers with it
ron the ground in combat.

These battalions and their ad-

visers are clustered around air-

‘and are known by code names
such as PS22 twenty two and
Lima 166.

The special guerrilla units are
commanded by Col. Suchai, un-
der American direction. '

. One insignia of the special
;guerrilla units ‘shows a snarling
walf’s head- on top of Christmas

three.
South:Vietnamese Near

The mission of these units,
which are more highly paid than

STAR

* Approved For Release 20013/ 1530A-RDPB6Dé01

tinction in the Congo, retired|

-1about real or imagined exploits.
The CIA runs a small private|.” .

i'and counting the passing Nofthf

Vietnamese troops. |

These operations do not ap-
pear to be highly successful and,
to some obscrvers, are even run,
with a certain degree of stupidi~

B

are grouped around airstrips,

Victnamese troops fo find and
attack them. . oo
Despite their higher pay—paid

Laos—the guerrillas’ fighting -
quality foes not appear great,

Fled Without Fight f

" Last weck, guerrillas on the'
Bolovens Plateau abandoned one.

The higher pay, of course,
causes morale problems in the; -

The guerrilla activities are’
supposed to be secret but it is’
easy to find out about them. :
Army meat buyers in the.
Pakse market ask for meat for|

and such a location.

The guerrillas tailk freely|.

airport at one end of the Payse
walk in, e

. Reporters watch’ monks, stu-
dents’ and ‘army dependents
walking around. In fact, the only
people apparently not allowed in
are American reporters.

Other U.S. Activities Too

Pakse airport is also a hive of
U.S. military activity. U.S. Air
TForce forward air controllers fly

aircraft to mark Communist tar- .
flights of Lao air force T28s.
the Pakse air operations cen~

ters. o .
" American C123 transports roar .

the rest of the Lao army, is to
infiltrate the Ho Chi Minh Trail
area in operations -such . as the
present ones ot Tangval and
Base 603, . ' .

These cperations are cormmle-
mented by Soulh Viec.imcsa
troops operating on the castern
fringe of the trail. The Lao guer-
rillas hit the western fringes of,
the {rail. o ]

The South Vietnamese wear:
black uniforms.’ They dell of

gos. . :
_Although the Air Force and
supply activities in Laos were

acknowledged March 6 by Presi-

dent Nixon and more detail was
relcased by a U.S. Scnate sub-
commitiee, the American miss
sion in Vientiane is still trying to
keep everything secret, appars -
ently under orders from Ambas~
sador G. McMuririe Godley. .

The U.S. cmbassy sceks to
prevent correspondents: from.

Approved For Releas&:200eHas 64> @Ikﬂﬁsgx&gal%%kfﬁ(fﬁe6510003ooo14

ty. For example, the guerrillas’

making it easy for the North

directly by U.S. accountantsin =

of their airstrips without a fight.] ;

Lao regular army. 1

exact numbers of men atsuch|

air base. Almost anybody can ) o

from there in Air America light

gets.. They are followed by ‘_'-: .

. American Air Force officers o
land CIA agents congregate at

out of Pakse carrying arms care -




- .,slde the Parls Afr Show. Most of these planes are carry-*

_ ;thusiasts as short-field aircraft, capable of landing on.
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cl
genile peoy

A ' i .stores are full of merchandise and the people of Vlcn-"{
If ever a Coun try Were;,"”tinne arc adequately dressed and housed. Most of them1

- made for peace, Laos'.

£ . D oty

1 IS tha t coun tl' y. ' S '4 i fronts like Air America—shipping companies in quartem
i ...I{far too large for any business that could be developed ins

- . ,.1 ’4 I g , ) -‘
Wa rf are. h ereis not - tLaos, wholcsalers of goods the people cannot buy, pur-

Y

i
H
£

M'tiane, Luang Prabang Road, included several businesses’s

" which by the nature of the country must have been,CIA

r—

i1

‘.7 . " |kind of a country do they live in? g
<0 /7o Ti!l The kingdom of Laos, first of all, is a geographic, :
T R "political and ethnographic improbablity, created by theg
‘ . French administrators chiefly as a buffer state between’
© ' § 'Vietnam and Burma. In the North, where Texas-like |
“a { hills dominate the landscape, the Meo tribesmen some- 1

i | how contrive to grow rice in an area far driér than those ]‘
which normally favor. the crop. One American aid work- !
. center of the Indo-Chinese peninsula, and politically | 3:3 sicl:)nﬂ::% 'ﬁﬂ?'msgg;" ""P%D" qulfl.tOf }l:alm:il‘wn’ I(?'di' '1
it is a nexus for all the intrigue, diplomatic maneuver- i forma S ~a bunch of tough Indiana dir e]
Ing and outright hostility now afflicting Southeast Asia, | | farmers—the strongest, hardest-working and most ind 4
Connectod by the.some Somkang fron Thailand, and  |Pesdent peoplo Pve ever sccn. They re good carpntors,
-connected by the same river to Cambodia and South Ickiayer > far , Wi
. Vietnam, Vientiane could not help being an huportant | ihere from China 200 or 300 years ago, because the people;
place, ' _ P ' | around them were always taxing them.” The hard-work-:
i The evidence of Vientiane's importance greets you as,'--l |ing Meo, said Buell, are just too productive for the taste*
15001 as you land at its modest alrport: the runway is m'.r'!‘ of their lazier neighbors. ' i
constant use by the most varied display of aircraft out-. geTrggs Lfl?:eqt;zeh:::géaggﬁa;oj%’{x rxig;]seg:l?tsm tlntodglne-é
» f X -~ |
lowlands where the army can protect them against the|
- North Vietnamese troops who cross the border. Today, ’
,any of the 200 airstrips malntained by the United States | |88 in ancient times, the Meo are admired for their pro-
ltg upicounftrybl.aos.dlt cozrlnes as no surprise to lcarn that . i';‘iu(':tﬂﬁctlli, - andf c&vet&d fm-t htheg sttlfel;’%th; to the in-;
; the aircraft, big and small, are operated by Air Amer- ] | finite dismay of the Meo, the Nor etnamese are
:ica, a CIA front that hauls s’,upplies of all sorts, including | , taxing their rice reserves and conscripting the villagers’
-military equipment, wheycver the tiny Lao army nceds ;
it to fight the North Vietnamese who come over the | |That, of course, subjects the Meo to American bombings |
<border. We landed at one of these dirt' 'stir'lps ﬂn(!df“?'!lflg. L! gnd to raids by the Laotlan army, ‘
no more aw.énities than a contingént of army frucks, a} desertions to the Mekong area. There the refugees are

B ; .4
ST R

_as an obscenity
By F. K. Plous Jr....

T

, ‘  VIENTIANE.
{VIENTIANE, the capital of Laos, lics almost in the-!

ling freight, and many are famillar to aviation en- f,

out of bamboo, iogs and their own undiminished skill),

racious country

s b

' scem to be gainfully employed. The main street of Vien-! -

:veyors of services alien to the economy. H i
But spovks and spies and gun-runners are only the,

: SO mu Ch a mle OI’ tu n e " {first impressions. What are the Laotians like, and what; . :

{ (for service as human trucks on the Ho Chi Minh trail.’ L

causing further {

7
4

“~ twork there, in' the words once used by the Johnson, &

“detachment of soldiers and a “control tower"- of un- ;‘gathercd into camps (which the people erect themselves.

:painted planks that looked like a 10-hole privy. The only
“decoration was a tattered windsock. o

The CIA personnel — known to the less-serious as
“*'spooks™ — reveal very little about their actual activi-
ties, but their cover stories are more interesting than
their job» descriptions anyway. One of them, a rangy
Southerner with a blond crewcut, .described himself os
the coach of an Amerlcan bascball team playing in
Laos. Rather strangely for an athlete, he spoke fluent

.As the Meo wait to be rescttled, Laos

develops, for the.:
first time in its life, a population squeeze. k

Farther south, around Vientiane, the people are more.
closely related by bloed and language to the Thals’

hospitable, so that thelr culture does not reflcet the
hard-work cthic characteristic of the Meo in their hills.
. Because the kingdom 18 not of ancient origin Laos has.

_Lao to the waiter In the bar, and it was with no surprise
. whatever that we learned next day that there is no Lao-
* tian basebail team that he could have opposed, His actual

2 Smith catalog to describe the noise of the whoopee-
-cushion, Is ““better imagined than described.” -

;_llttle of what could be called natlonal culture or con«
sciousness; its organization revolves around the family,!

, ot biquelyAPPEANDA ¥ HROIAS J06103/04 - CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4

“mvnorts consisting of $900,000. worth. of :oplum, but .itai

across the Mekong. Their climate and soil are more | -

the iribe.and the y:ﬂlg%e;-k@sm.t.lnx,lp;!omc;:zolitic'al.ogslea
. L N - I}g- b . o
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Ceent to Allopeu, -

2 4 WAY 1970

on the Foloven Plateau adja-
. and  stacied -
‘moving toward Saravane, anath-.
er provincial capilal which =its
- about 65 miles nottih of Attopeu
at the other end of the plateau. -

- Military experts here question ‘

‘whether Saravane iteelf is stra--

munists, bui they are generally’

: Corflﬂfluﬂists P ftcgicauy important- to the Com--

" i.cause of the heat.

~ InLaos

; VIENTIANE, Laos —— At the.
. Laotian Defense
+ peeling yellow building on Rue |

Minisiry, a.

Sam Sen Thal here, the lobby?
[ is occupied by six soldiers play-
“ing cards, their shirts off be-

On -Avenue Lane Xang, the

.'Premier_‘, Prince Souvanna Phou-i
_rma, at recent ceremonies mark-’
Cing the 23rd anniversary of the!”

Laotian constitution, calls upon:

_his people to close ranks and | ] ! P
' 1 bodia. But at the same time they

. acknowledged that the fall of

" |the platcau — which is just west ..

~*eonfront our enemies with an.
sunflacging national unity based
~on work, discipline and the
strongest civic duty.” The re-
spouse from the reviewing stand,
whore everyone important in the

-+ rLaotian Government Is-sitting, is7
a continuation of their quick gos-' .~

“siping and reading of newspa-;
~pers. S
These cameos of Vientiane life’

: . perhaps reflect nothing more,

-than the tragedy that the war;

against the Communists in Laos;

has heen going on so long —
for over two decades — that.
it excites few Laotians anymore.!

‘ The Government was, never-, .
. ‘theless, getting somewhat ex-

_cited last week about the latest:
military drive by the North Viet-}

" 'mamese and their Laotian pro-i
tépcs, the weak and often hardly: -

visible Pathet Lao, In the last few
weeks,

and South Vietnaw, which had:

previously been held by, and con-'

crdidt to, the Governmenf —:

¢ on the Communise waps.’
Thvee woelks ago, (he North. o
vizrnamese ook Attapeu, a pro-. -

Cacial capital that commands 2°

- key junction on the Kong River,,

an important supply route into

e Cominunist. sanctuaries in' .
Cumbodia, to-the south. Then. -

they began picking ofl outposts

{ .

the Communists have;
Cseiced territory in the south,
ricar the borders with Cambodiai -

-

‘agreed  that  the
‘thrust in the south is designed !

to expand and strengthen the

North Victnamese supply trails.
into their bases in both Cam-:
bodia and South Victnam, These
experls interpret the moves as-*
a direct attempt to counter the
;eurrent  American-South  Viets
namese attack on the North Viet-

" namese supply depots @nd sanc-
" tuaries in Cambodia.

~ Some observers here doubt
that the BRoloven Plateau can;

_substituta for the lost Cambodia: .

sanctuaries because it is so much

 farther away from the Commu-, . '
.:mist enclaves in South Vietnam '~

_that were supplied from Cam-;

"t of the Ho Chi Minh trail in Laos,
the main supply route from

“. v North Vietnam into South Viet- ...
< inam — would mean the loss of .
. ane of Laos’s main breadbaskets, :
. for it is a significant .source of-

. rice, fruit and tabacco, . ¢

rand Laotians were fecling only' -~
‘two months ago when, afler the™ .

- "Thong and were threatening Longe '
“.Cheng, the two principal mili--

" *forcing the encmy into-a slow. . ©
‘yetreat northward. 7 oo 1

Also, in reaction to the allied

-lthrust into Cambodia, North -

‘Vietnamese troops have launched.

- & successful offensive in the .

‘northeastern part of that coun-.
‘try, gobbling up impostant towns
and moving to within mortar

range of the Laotian border..

‘Many. Laotian military officials
‘believe the North Vietnamese
will eventually cross the border.

‘and attack previously safe areas”

“in southern Laos once they have.
igeized all outposts along the,
I Cambodian side of the frontier.’

i All of this has markedly damp-'

“ened the optimism the Americans:
:{Communists nad captured Sam!

“ary bases in northern Laos, ;tho
'Govemn;aent stopped the drive,’
‘took Sam ~Thong and began:

&y

[

unexpected

American and Lactian militar
sources are still firm'y convianges
"“that Hanoi — at least until it

" ean capture its primary objec-

‘tive, South Victram —— is not
“interested in conquering all of -
‘Taos and occupying it, which, as
cone source put it, “they are cap-
'able of doing anytime with the
‘requisite  expenditure of hiood
‘and treasure.”

According to these sourccs,
'Jlanoi — afraid of spreading it-

+'".self thin in Laos at this time—

simply wants to usc this small

. ‘country for a supply line and

“for applying just enougn . eili-
tary scare pressure to forze pol-
tical concessions that will pro-
duce a new Laotian Government
that will not interfcre with its -
‘activities here, Such a govern-
ament, in this view, would prob-
ably be a ncutralist-rightist-left-

© st coalition dominated by the

Jleftists, that is, the Pathet Lao. .
. The impact of these develop-
ments was heightened last week
By Saigon's disclosure that South. .
Vietnamese troops have for some
time been conducting raids into,-
‘Laos against the North Victnam-
‘es¢ there in an attempt to cut

~'the Ho Chi Minh trail, and have

.stepped up these forays since the
'start of the allies’ Cambodian op-
“eration. This has prompted some
extreme speculation about the
possibility of using American

ground troops in Laos in addi- .

tion to the existing American
presence here -~ the fighter- .
‘bombers and B-52’s that fly from

- 1Thailand and South Vietnam to -

‘pound enemy positions here, par-

" ticularly the Ho Chi Minh trail,

iand the American military ad-.
‘visers and Central Intelligence
tAgency men who, in many re-’
.spects, direct the Laotian Gov-

- fernment’s side of the war.

Although the use of American.
;troops in Laos has always been
“considered very unlikely, a few -

analysts - are now wondering

whether President Nixon, if the
| North Vietnamese do build up a
huge sanctuary in southern Laos,” -
"will send them in -as he did in -
* Cambodia, s
“Never!”  said  one  official.

“here, but after a momnent's re-
-} flection, he added, “at least I

.hopenot”
[ =-SYDNEY H. SCHANBERG

"
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Has widened into a major Indochina war, American
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There is no question about it, the war in Vietnam .’

and South Vietnamese troops have been fighting

' in Cambodia for a couple of weeks and now we

‘ are told that the “secret war” in Laos has been.

i escalated !

- South Vietnamese Foreign Minister Tran Van

LM e b i,

'Lam has revealed that ground troops of his

&

} 1o strike at the Ho Chi Minh trail. He refused:
i Yo say whether or not the South Viéthamese army
had been joined by American advisers and U,

g §. artillery in Laos, simply saying that this .was -

a. tactical question which the “generals would have

. to' answer.” However, we do know that the U.
¢ S Air, Force has been pounding away at Laos .

Im somge time,

“It was only rccently that Americang® were told'

i country’s forces have crossed the bordef into -Laos . 5

(LR AT P

i guything officially about our “‘secret” involvement ¥

. In Laos and that was when the Senate Foreign

'
i

" Relations Committee releaséd, to the public, the"j

~ Administration’s censored versign-of what we have' .

~been doing there. The report was not very en- .

- gburaging.
.»Not 6nly has the United States had to support

e e

half the population which is about 3,000,000.
1Our chief instrument for waging war there has
. Been through the Meo guerrilla army of Gen,

PR

: Vang Pao, known to be a long-time tool of the -

1. 8. Central Intelligence Agency.
. Testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations

: are engaged in opium traffic.

- 7.We have the added information provided by E
Congressman Tunney of California who charged :
; that the ClA-backed Vang Pao’s “sole. objective -

Hs to dominate other factions of this opium-

; producing Meo tribe.,” This tribal- war, Rep, :

'1unncy said, has-as one of its prizes an area .
Z'capable of producing annually four to ten tons -
; of marketable opium -- about $900,000,000 worth

Jf refined as heroin and sold on the streets of
.Amerlca s cities.

fu ! Why should the United ‘States be mvolved in’
f ‘an opium war in Laos? Laos is of no importance
{ to us nor to the Russians or Chinese. The North !

ihe entire Laotian government but hundreds of'
lhousands of refugees — estimates range up to-.

Commlttee reveals how the war has pushed Meo -,
;ribesmen out of their opium-growing areas;
providing new sales opportunities to poppy growers ¢
further north and west, in Burma and China, It
.38 suspected that members of the Royal Laos Army

R

i o e rl0

LLSIAND L

%

f'f\{ietnamese_ are interested in this landlocked
ountry only from the standpoint of being con-*

S why are we involved? W*“

f
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. Alex Campbell: | \‘ ‘

" CIA on the Nile \

ks .:f, The Game of Nations ‘
.7 by Miles Copeland - . :
o . (Simon & Schuster; $6.95) :

Beirut has always been full of spies Army’s IBM machine erroneously sentative sympathizes with the Revo-
but in the late fifties and early sixties wrote his birthplace on his classifica- lution,” which gave Nasser all he
- they were very thick on the ground. tion card as “Ukr,” for the Ukraine. really wanted in Lebanon at that time.-
The British had “Kim” Philby who After World War II Meade performed Ten years after that, Nasser, egged on’
turned out to be really working for such intelligence chores as rescuing by the Meade-programmed, coup- o
the Russians. There was also a Pales- captured German scientists from Com- crazy Syrians, involved the Middle ' -
tinian who worked for everyone, sell- munist China, and corrupting Kurdish East in a war from which it's still try-
~ ing his carbons to the Russians, the tribal leaders on the Soviet border.!lng vainly to extricate itself,
‘ (British, the Americans, the Jordanians'Then “Kim” Roosevelt chose him for' The goings on that Miles Copeland
and the Egyptians. And there was Cairo, where he and Copeland worked. describes may - or “may not-have -
Miles Copeland, a business consultant on Nasser as a promising replacement been curtailed by President Kennedy's
. ; who had worked for the State Deparh for the ungatisfactory King Farouk.‘]ekter Q[-' instruction to US ambassa--
' ,lment elsewhere in the Middle East, Soon Nasser was assuring the Ameri~ dors in May 1961, ‘inviting them to .. -
s v/ iwas close to Teddy's’ grandson “Kim”.cans that all he really wanted was to take full control over all American of- "~ - .
- {Roosevelt, and who had joined the get rid of the British and that he re- ficial activity in_ the countries to which;."
-+ |CIA. Miles’s business took him often garded regaining Palestine as “unim- they were accredited. That looked at, - '+
lto Cairo, where he scemed to .have_ln-‘ portant.” Once in power, Nasser the time like a mandate to ambassa-" = .
- stant access to President Nasser, ‘played the Americans off against the 'dors to Testrain CIA and other med- A o
o+t His book about the Middle East is Russians. The CIA abjectly put up dlers. No more humiliations for decent- ..
-# . lsubtitled “The Amorality of Power with this and, when the American|men like Byroade? But the CIA is . .
T | Politics” and is a sort of “Caich-22": Ambassador in Cairo, Henry Byroade, |currently running a little war of its. ‘\/
N I of American diplomacy. Quite a lot of protested to Nasser at a dinner partyiown in Laos—and the US Ambassa-- NV

v peopla get killed. Husni Za'im of about Nasser’s thugs roughing up the)dor, McMurtrie Godley, is said to be L
- : Syria, for instance. Washington de- US Labor Attaché, Copeland says that top war lord. Copeland concludes his . -
2cided to make him top American Byroade was pressured into apologiz-;wry and witty account by saying that =~ '
~. stooge in the Middle East, by hoisting ing to Nasser in writing (not for the' “our diplomats who were so naive ., .o "
- him into power in Syria through a first or last time) for having “raised have come a long way and have de-!
. military coup. This "succeeded, but an unpleasant subject at a pleasant so-.veloped .a whole new . perspective.”
¥ ’.then Za'im refused to play. Instead of .1 gathering.” None of which, of YVhat perspective? - - " . ..
’ showing gratitude by being an Ob"di";course, did the US the least good in K T
% lent zombie, he “brusquely informed pjocore eyes, The only way to a [
w1, o, [Major Stephen] Meade and myself izl back the CIA could think of [
- i that we were henceforth to leap to our .0 1o circulate .among Epyptians a
5.« | Fect as he entered the room.” Copeland |01 of books with tltlcs:5 lik%:ﬂ:\/l‘oh'am-
; ~Jand Mcadc.‘ were ready to humor f'hef"imad Never Existed, of pre-World War |-
AR Frankens_tems monster, but Za'im's'g, vintage, and attempt to attribute |
~ .+ ;own Syrian assoclates were less com- ypeir distribution to the Russians,
| pliant to his masterful w}.nms,. They Copeland quit Calro and set up his [
 finally murdered him, buried him in Bejryt office in May 1957, and about |*’
v the French cemetery in Damascus and 5 year later President Eisenhower sent..”
. caldly told Copeland and Meade, “We Marines to Lebanon to intervene in a |
Ty are doing you the favor of treating’ civil war in which Nasser had a hand. |~
him as a French agent.” - Eisenhower also sent Robert Murphy, |
6 , Copeland is coy about revealing how whose first act according to Copeland | -
- he himself became an agent, but says’ was to be photographed shaking hands i = -
: Meade became one by accident, G-2,with the leader of Nasser’s terrorist| -

o iﬁgkléfa o S, gﬁiﬁ’o 1bef3fb2ﬁféiﬁrﬂ5ﬁ3§eﬁ
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O | Robert Hunter on the CIA”
~+i—=Is it a department of dirty tricks,
- _.ior an organisation of fact-gatherers?

. Did it underwrite the seizure of power

- by the Greek Colonels?

'
’
H

. . v WO . N . S . . e
" In the Ashenden stories, Somerset Maug- | Richard Helms, Director of the CIA ; S e
L ham put a human face on the British Sccret = ; S o
(7Y o Service. No matter that the Hairless Mexi-  everything right. Not so with the Central’ \/ ‘
2 ) © can killed the wrong man: this bumbling ' Intelligence Agency—or the CIA as it is.
- helped solten the image of a ruthless and * everywhere known. No humour here; just!
PR ever-competent machine dedicated to doing ¢ the sense of a sinister and heartless manipu-. :
. .- His Majesty's dirty- business, and mado ;:1ation of the democrats of a hundred couns BUEE
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Sisouk NA CHAMPASSAC tapped his desk lightly
with his pen and repeated my question: "What
ald do we -in Laos hope to continue recsiving '
from the United States?"' He paused. "Well, to begin .
with, | hope they don't withdraw the CIA."

This is a priority not necassarily calculated to

win the hearts and minds of the UW.S. Congress or .
perhaps te be expected from the finance minister :

of Southeast Asia's least developed state. But it

was advanced without a hint of jest or cynicism and
with considerable point,

The Nixon Administration now faces an awful .
dilemma. The Vietnam war is not contracting but ex-

wr s WOV ha alob s CRondl om0}
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" from their burnt-out hilltop villages and their ranks

| tive military prop. No one thought the North Viet-

- Pathet Lao, Hanol's Indigenous allies, would there-
' after be able to call the political tune. ‘

- ply routes running back to the North Vietnam bor-
+ der. The North Vietnamese thrust lost momentum.

. after months of drought, burst into life. And so for a
. time, all was as it should be. : ‘

]

. smoke and dust that hangs like Los Angeles smog
- over Laos' mountains and jungles, the Central Intel-

not do to preserve the harmony of their lives and
" thelr country. The attitude takes many forms. For a

1 ing Laos into turmoil and bringing Thailand—which:

; Sees nelgthr'EP'Ld%q
! to its own security—into deeper involvement.

 gome time. Below the thick haze of dry-season’

«or part of it. Ethnic Lao who live in the Mekong River :

FBtRaleds et 103/04 C1ARDPEY-04 G0 IRANM TG EH01-4

| Our involvement in Laos has been visible for-.

its tributaries account for only G
estimated three million people. In the river valleys of

1 the north are the Tai. Stone Age Kha live on moun-

tain slopes. On the hilltops are Yao and Meo slash-

ligence Agency's irregular army of Meo tribesmen,
led by tough, earthy and able Maj. Gen. Vang Pao,"

still stood in the path of the 312th and 316th North
Vietnamese divisions. Bloodied, sometimes nearly g

broken physically and in morale, their families driven

filling with boys In their teens, the Meo irregulars
were now the Royal Lao Government's only effec-

namese would march into Vientiane, Laos’ capital, If .
the Meo falled, but few doubted that the Communist™ |

Then the rainstorms came early, and some saw "
them as a sign of good omen. The rain cleared the
mountain smog for the Royal Lao Air Force's T-28's
and for the U.S. Tth Air Force Jets blasting the sup- |

Reinforcements plucked from every corner of the
kingdom and beyond rushed to help Vang Pao de-
fend his jet base at Long Cheng, southwest of the
Plain of Jars. And the parched anci sunbaked land,

Left to themselves, there is little the Laos will

time, many soldiers of ethnic Lao origin used to fire:
in the air rather than shoot their enemies. Prince
Souphanouvong, the Pathet Lao-leader, writes a
hostile public letter to his half brother Prince Sou-
vanna Phouma, the premier, and softens its delivery:
with a private and affectionate note. That is Laos—

—

P

The CIAs
tribal army is
‘the Laotian

government’s
only prop

¥

)

v
q
i

. peace. Fight on and all is lost.

1 Sihanouk as head of state in Cambodia posed-
420 a threat to North Vietnam's sanctuaries and supply

and-burn agriculturalists, cultivators of the opium

poppy and now warriors on whom the Royal Lao

Government depends so heavily. ' .
When the North Vietnamese launched their late

I dry-season offensive, and with it a five-point pro- -

. gram to end the fighting by negotiations, the oplum

. crop had been gathered and also the fruits of the

harvest. Key to both the fighting and the plan for
negotiations were the myriad roads and tracks of the
Ho Chi Minh Trail in Eastern Laos and their ever-
increasing importance In the Vietnam war,

Now secure from the bombing in North Viet-,
nam, Hanol began last November to step up the flow
of truck transports along the trail. By spring, 45,000
trucks were using the trail each month, a vast in-’
crease over the peak flow of 18,000 a month, .
reached during the 1968 Tet Offensive. ‘

Using highly sophisticated bombing devices
with-infrared eyes that saw through the night and’
the -jungle cover, the 7th Air Force leaped upon
these -new targets, bringing into sharp focus the_i
present reality of the war: North Vietnam needs'!

free use of the trail to stockpile munitions in the .
sanctuaries in order to win in the South; the United
States has to deny the trail to the North Vietnamese
or at least to minimize its use, if its Vietnamization

e A = ¢+ e s g s e .

| program I8 to succeed.

Thus, largely unseen and unreported, the Viet- i
- nam war changed character and became, for the :
time being, a battle for the lines of communication °

. in Eastern Laos. In this, the fighting south and west ’

of the Plain of Jars is an essential part. Call off the
American bombing In Eastern Laos, Hanol's leaders
say to Souvanna Phouma, and Laos can be reunified ~
by negotiations to enjoy independence, freedom and

But the Prince does not trust Hanoi, and the

i bombing can be hailted only at the expense of the

Vietnamization program and the security of the large

« American force still in South Vietnam. This is the -
choice that now. faces the Nixon Administration. -

If the coup d'etat that ousted Prince Norodom

. routes there, it also posed an even graver threat of .
- civil war. While Sihanouk remained In office, he .
* could exercise some restraint on North Vietnamese .
- use of Cambodian territory. In alliance with the
" North Vietnamese, Sihanouk, like Prince Souphan- -
.- ouvong in Laos, may lose even the will to impose

L s
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some restraint. If this happens, the hope of confin- j contributed a son or daughter to the insurgency.

* "Why did your son go to the hills?" | asked. :
9 the W evad Eor Release: 2&”@%@03/04 1631 DR DREDEO4E01 ROGOTO0CH0001 -4

Throu&n
conflicts slowly flows the Mekong. Traffic across | know why,” he said. “"Perhaps he has gone to Vien- 3

the river is two-way. Families and ethnic groups 1 "
" tiane or to Bangkok and not to the jungles at all.
straddle the border, and the Mekong has long been . “You know he Is in the mountains.” broke in

{ more of a bridgglthan a barrier, Included in the traf- ] Lt. Kanit Pipithirunkarn, a strongly built army officer,
... fic are Communist guns, cadres and propaganda for

.}/\

and Northeastern Thailand.

Twenty-five years ago, Prince Souphanouvong
fled across the Mekong from Thakhek into Thailand _:;

in a boat and was gunned by a French fighter plane. -
Friendly Thals dragged him from & heap of 29 dead " .
in the boat, and the provincial governor opened his -
house to him while his wounds were cared for. To-
day, Souphanouvong is repaying this hospitality by

the creation of insurgency schools for Thais and by .

pushing new, more sophisticated mllltary equipment ,{ ,

“ into Thatland for the insurgents’ use. i
With 1,300 kilometers of river to patrol, neither. «
the Thai Second Field Army nor the border police":

"can cope. For years, the Insurgents received only ;1.

defensive weapons. Offensive weapons—AK-47's -

and B-40 rocket launchers—are now coming In, and -

incursions of up to company size have occurred in: A

Nakhon Phanom Province opposite Thakhek. '1'5‘

Five years ago, the Thai Government discov-.

"-ered classic Indicators of incipient insurgency in the™ B

. District of Nakae in Nakhon Phanom. They found'
hard-core cadres had been at work in the villages :! g
of the Northeast, organizing cells, building tralning A

- sites and beginning the traditional murder of schooi--; -

i teachers, village headmen and police informers. :
When | came back this time, | found that things -
were Infinitely better in terms of effort and material |
achievements, in the Northeast generally and In’ .
Nakae District in particular, though there was much
| _concern ‘about a threat from Laos.

up throughout the Northeast. Dams bring 1 |

water for irrigation and electric light to ~? ;

‘regions that used to be so poor: that even the oil |
tamp was unknown. In many places, there are now |

‘all-weather roads. But material progress has not al- '
‘ways brought the hoped-for political result, as | '
learned when | visited Nai Jom Saenpo in his shopin ' |

. Pontum in the District of Nakae. j
Jom Saenpo Is 50. His face has begun to dry"

EW AND PROSPEROUS towns are sprlnglng} -

‘i who for two years has been hunting the insurgents.
the insurgency that increasingly threatens Northern g y 9 g
KR

Jom Saenpo nodded. "l mind my own affairs,”

" he said. "l don’t bother about other people.”
He Is, nevertheless, a proud man. "A long time -

ago,” he sald, “when | first came here, there was

; this village, At first, there were few familles, and
.. much sickness. My brother died of cholera. Every .-

year there was cholera. People were very poor.”

: only forest. | started to cut the forest and to make

"Has the government helped the people of the

village?" | asked.

very much. Now there is no cholera. There are |
_roads, and this year we have fertilizer and the big-
gest rice crop we have ever had.”

“Why do the people support the insurgents?”

“He knows everything,” said ngutenant Kanit.. -

“But he will not talk." :
"l am afraid,” sald lom Saenpo.
they H come and kili me.’

people have cause to be afraid.”

- When she refused them, they shot her down.
Lieutenant Kanit suspected a trap, and his sus- :
. picions were warranted. By jeep, a detachment of -

. police was on Its way to Dong Thong. The insurgents
lay in wait, killing four policemen and wounding nine. -

No wonder then that Capt. Khluan Sariboot, the
.assistant district officer who has been in Nakae for .
ayear, seems less sanguine than many of his seniors

in Bangkok. Pontum .Village, where he makes his
headquarters, not only has a police and military post,

"Yes," he replied. "The government has helped -

"I am afraid

"The insurgents helped with the rlce harvest,” *-
- said the Lieutenant. “Because they helped, no'one -
will talk. When they go against the insurgents, the -

His point was well made. During the night, in-f-
i surgents had called at the house of a pregnant wom-- -
- an in the village of Dong Thong and asked for food.

it Is also defended by one of 12 security teams in -

" Nakae District. But even this is not enough to deter * -

the insurgents. The Captain pointed out of the win-

dow of his headquarters to a clump of bamboo no °

more than 100 yards ‘away, and half that distance

7 out and wither like an apple left to hang too long -
on a tree, though his eyes are still bright and pene-‘:
¢ trating, and his jet-black hair shows no signs of i
. gray. He sat cross-legged on the'floor of his open- '’
" fronted shop. A checked blue-and-white sarong =
tucked loosely around his waist revealed a wide ex-"
- panse of richly tattooed thigh. Across the dusty;
track from his shop were the schoolhouse and the
sandbagged headquarters of the police and mmtary
detachments. In the background, green and Inviting, }l‘.
were the slopes of the Phupan Mountains. ii
The Phupans’ shady streama abound with fish. |
Their forests are filled with game—and with elusive li
_ bands of Communist insurgents, one of whom I8
Jom Saenpo’s 22-year-old son and the eldest of hls :.
six children, There are about 300 families In Pontum
Village, w ere with
better i

OP. gé‘%i‘ﬁ&f{b?l Gwbre GMo-

- from Jom Saenpo’s shop. “That was the scene of my

thlrd ambush,” he said. | was lucky to get away."”

With the harvest in, Captain Khluan expects

more ambushes to come. Unmarried and now 37, he -

.Is philosophical about it, but he knows and every- |
one else knows that his life expectancy is not high. -

He worries mostly about things he hasn't been |

* able to do. Despite the road improvements, for in- .

" stance, two villages in the Phupan Mountains cannot '
be reached by rodd at any time, and during tha wet
season, it is extremely difficult to travel to about half
of tho romaining hundred villages In Nakao District. .
The population of tho district is about 30,000, and
one doctor at district headquarters cannot cope with
the needs of the people. In 12 of the mountain.
. schools, the only teachers even now are policemen. -
Thirty-one villages stili have no schools at all, and -

Ra00460 1RO06700030A01-4
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i ere are not many of - adapted to existing clrcumstances. Seni, who did
Capta_bn };hluan :?z;(lir;s.';?\?r'g’;ft: enough for them to  not go to Russian cocktail parties before the Unitad
them in the mou of 30 to 50 men. This is enough to  States began to withdraw from Southeast Asia, now
operate in teamsts the Initiative. accepts invitations and confesses that "their vodka
give the msurge?nasmy other areas in Northeastern and caviar taste better every time.”

Y ~There hare the people live in absolute security, - Thanat let it be known publicly that Thailand
Thailand w erhe frontiers, pressures are mounting. : would welcome the chance to enter into friendly re-
’ but B'! aroun is dete rlorati'ng in the northern moun- ' lations with China, most feared of all its neighbors,

The situation is ' There has been no response, For Thailand, for Viet-
tains where the Meo tribesmen get support from the | nam, Cambodia and Laos and for the United States, -

Pathet Lao. West of Bangkok, a small group of in- { the path to Peace with honor in Southeast Asia ig *

" strike into Thalland. Two separate Insurgent forces ; )
: have erupted with bloody violence In the south, R R
’ Two years have passed since the Chinese an- :
_nounced the formation of a unifiod command to co- o
-ordinate widely scottared Thai Inaurgent groups, . - ‘
* Although it would be wrong to give the impression
that something like Hanoi's command post in South
“ Vietnam Is at work here, more and more insurgents
are beginning to wear uniforms with red-and-yeliow :
. flashes, proclaiming their membership in the Thal
i Liberation Army. Comparisons with Vietnam are in- |
| vidious, but to pretend that a serious threat is not '
i developing is to Ignore the facts,

. Co END

HIS IS NOT TO SUGGEST that Thailand is about -
to become another Vietnam in the sense that
; American forces will become. deeply in-
' volved. Yet Thai troops are fighting in Vietnam;
- Thailand provides the major air bages for American -
' air attacks over South Vietnam and the Ho Chi Minh
;. Trail, and a Thai artillery battalion, protected by Thai
Infantry, took its place with Vang Pao’s men for the
., defense of Long Cheng. in short, American commit-
, ments to Thailand are heavy and, it is difficult to be- '
| lieve otherwise, binding.
g Like the Nixon Administration, Thai leaders : ..
;. would prefer to find a peaceful way out of the im-
! passe, if they can. Men like Seni Pramoj, wartime '
. leader of the Free Thai Movement and now leader of..
the opposition, and Thanat Khoman, the foreign min-
Ister, have begun to think In terms of "bending with .
..the breeze,” and If need be, realignments, “What |
" can we do? What else can we do?" Seni Pramoj |
' asked me. "Bamboos bend with the wind. But it's
" more than a breeze now. It's a storm."
: “Can you bend with such a wind?"
He sighed. "'Can or cannot, we must try.” '
In 1941, when he was a young minister in Wash- * .
- ’Ington, Seni did not bend when the message came - U
_ through from Bangkok to declare war on the United :
. States, and | reminded him of this, i
"I didn’t bend because my situation was favor. '
""able. | went to Cordell Hull and told him | was in- !
. structed to declare war but didn’t see any reason -
" why | should, it was ali silly, very silly. Hull looked a -
. bit shocked and said, ‘You know what you're do- i
“ing? " Seni laughed as he recalled Hull's surprise, |
" "l said, 'Yes, | think s0." Cordell Hull hummed and -
P . repiled, ‘Mr, Minister, since you won't declare war, i
R— | don't know how to declare it all by myself.' And so :
» that is the way It was. It was all a great help.” ; ‘ '
Thailand's special relationship with the United -
. States dates from this decision of Seni's. Thailand
. allied itsolf with Japan at home, and Seni refused to :
" declare war on the United States abroad, and Thal- -
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By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
Special to The Star '

! PAKSE, Laos—North Viet-
‘namese forces attacking Stung
Treng in, North Cambodia en-
tered Cambodia via Laos, ac-
cording to the military com-
mander of Region IV in the
:southern half of the Laos pan-
‘handle. ) i

{ Gen, Prasouk Somly said six
‘North Vietnamese hattalions
‘crossed the high Bolovens Pla-
.teau in southern Laos, picked up
‘supplies, floated on rafts down
the Sekhong River, and crossed
nto Cambodia north of the Cam-
'bodian town of Siem Pang and
’went on to Stung Treng.

Thousands Fleeing

* The North Vietnamese also
fook advantage of supplies
icached in the Cambodia-Laos
iborder area originally destined
Ifor South Vietnam.

Lao military soux'cles‘ said

fthousands of refugees are cross-
ing into Laos at the Lao-

ECambodian border post of Ken-

» 30 miles north of Stung

17 MAY 1970

Treng. The refugees include
Cambodians, Vietnamese and
Laotians who lived in Cambodi-
an border areas.

One refugee was a Cambodian
officer commanding a subdivi-
sion- at Kratie south of Stung
Treng. Kratic already is in Com-
munist hands. Many refugees es-
caped in small pirogues up the
Mekong River into Laos.

Estimates of their number
range as high as 17,000.

In south Laos, the Communists
presently are shelling the town
of Saravane and probing the
guerrilla outpost on the Bolovens
Plateau in what appears an ef-
fort to take over the plateau as a
sanctuary for the fighting in
Camibodia and South Vietnam-

Reds in Stung Treng Attack’
Entered Cambodia Via Laos

bases in northern Cambodia and
southern Laos. : ;
This possibly could leave Pres-
ident Nixon the choice of putting
ground troops in Laos, ot
strengthening the present U.S,
military advisers, air suppori
and Central Intelligence Agency
operations, or  leaving . South .
Vielnamese permanently in '
Cambodia. ¢ ‘7T
Lao military- say they would
accept American troops but not
Viétnamese, who are their trgdi?

tional enemies .. L 0 .

and to open new infiltration™

routes into these countries
through Laos. - - ,
Could Topple Lon Noi

If the Communists succeed in
these maneuvers, they could top+
pled_the government of Lon Nol|
in Cambodia by fighting from
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May 9
HIRL is King, and Richard

- i;%/ Nixon is First Minister, Except |
S as Commander-in-Chicf of his

|

vast armics and armadas of ships and

aircraft, he scems powerless, or nearly -

- s0. He can speak more civilly of and to
his critics, and perhaps he can leash his
“snarling deputy, who last night in Ida-.
ho dropped some ugly lines from his
text—not, Spiro Agnew explained, be-
cause they were ugly but because they
" had been written by a ghost and did
: not reflect his unique sensibility, Nixon
has twice this week listened to and
talked with some student protesters,
and he did not berate them. But he

"} cannot gain tontrol of events by bon-
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" LETTER FROM WASHINGTON.

‘reaso _
oo o - of the war into Laos—an carlier de-
 all who question their judgment. There' velopment, but one that is hardly dif«" -~ =
have ‘been and will continue to be res-:ferent in principle or lack of principle. ' :
ignations, perhaps in unprecedented ; (It differs in being smaller and in be-
umbers. Two hundred and fifty State'ing largely clandestine and under the, /-
Department officials have formally reg-|management of the C.ILA.) But be-:"
istered their opposition to the Cambo- | forc Cambodia there scemed at least a.. -
dian adventurc, which they are cm-~; chance that tensions in the government
ployed to justify and defend, If there:and in the country might somehow be

is widespread opposition in State, there. lessened. Few obscrvers here took “Vi-

must be at least as much in most other ctnamization” seriously as a plan for

! . . - i N . .
 branches. If it is truc that Robert Finch | :)I::c So?::th Vlct:}aml«.:qc, but it seemed to
has as much as suggested any kind of | esc'ﬁatiogn“vcr 1]n t]ns c:."""}i’ :mdsd.c- ‘
complicity.on the part of Spiro Agnew: o ‘ncw ‘:s'":ss:‘)lvlvy :?‘ ng pbace. piro
iin the Kent State killings, it scarccly:wgrc Trte nin s ', dmh e u& fewer
scems possible that he can continue o' . - f Ry NG he scemed sonics
serve, ‘The Sccretary of the Interior’s thing ot a spent fnrcc except in those
letter to the President amounted to an redoubts of reaction that used to ap-

. I3 hl
accusation of gross Presidential negli= jplaud every sentence Joe McCarthy

i " .
. ity ¢ aranc gence and dereliction, and was thus an | uttered, Elf.ff?rts were being made to
}t the face of incivility. What is at issuc | act of patent insubordination, The Scc- compose differences within the Ad-

1 s not manner or style but policy, In bis © reta p i ministration, The Attorney General
- AU yle but policy retary of Statc is reported to have cn- ; .
1 appearance on television last night, he | couraged his colleague in this act, The ;went'as far as to defend the Supreme
= | scemed conciliatory, and even apolo-  Sccretaries of State and Defense have Court and, by implication, some of the
' getic, but the policy remains substantial- - said Jittle about the parts they played or decisions the President had denounced
. ly unaltered, and his detractors remain® did not play in the decision to go'into in 1968, What was predictable allj . . i
“iunpersuaded and unappeased, They, Cambodia, but it is plain that their en- along, however, was that one morc| - ©%
~ 1 would prefer a rude peacemaker to a’ : HETIN) 1 . iwar would be disastrous, even if it
| uld p p : thusiasm was and is limited and that |
4 polite warmaker, And one suspects that! their participation was minimal. Most. could be defended by the argument that

. homie or civility, or by forbearance in

75 he lost some favor with those who con-| of what discussion there was seems to fit would case the witl.uh.':_lwal process in |
L |- tinue to support his policies; to anyone: have taken place not in the National Viemam, and cven if it could be said} .. -
% who opposes conciliation, his efforts at’ Sccurity Council but in snmcthinb/‘h“t the Cambaodians welcomed ourin-j 7
i it must reveal not strength or dignity. called the Washington Special Action:}tervention. Coming from the Nixon o
" 1" of character but weakness under pres-| Group, to which ncither w,-”inm’A(lmunstrntiun, such defenses would |
| sure. There i3 as yet no measure of hisi Rogers nor Melvin Laind  belonged. | have been judged ‘according to their
g.l losses in congressional support, . but, While this group was holding ‘rcgular} source, not accarding to their merits—
':. there will be within the next few days. | sessions late in April, Rogers told a con-! if any-—by the young and by millions
f\Vithout doubt, the invasion of Cam- | gressional committee, *We' recognize| of their clders. Nor would they be ac-
.+ Ibodia has produced defections in the , that if we escalate and we get involved| cepted by many other governments,
~ 77 legidlative branch, and it now scems' in Cambodia with our ground troo s} some of wlpch might subscribe to the
! entircly possible that for the first time ! that our whole program is defeated.”| military rationale but would neverthe-
an anti-war majority exists in the Sen-| And four days before the Camhodi:m!,]""is fec! .c"""?cnc'l.t" oppose the action
ate, Whether it could force, or stay, | announcement was made, at a time; for political and diplomatic reasons. Tt
the President’s hand in Indo-China is - when the President is said to have al-! was p.rusnmnhly ..thc 'tlnmcsm and in-
questionable, but an effort will be made | ready made up his mind, Laird, in a: ternational copsiderations that weighed

. ] next week | taped interview for U.S. News &1 Most heavily ~with the Secretaries of
: State and Decfense and with other

There is almost as much trouble | World Recport, said that the! Cam-; . .

within the palace as without, The Ad- | bodians should defend themselves, and skeptics within the government, To
ministration that Nixon formed nearly ! that, for his part, he would even “rule w_h.::t extent they conveyed their mis-
a year and a half ago now scems less an | out the use of U.S. advisers” with the §'V'"ES and the reasons for them ta the
Administration than a jerry-built gov- . Cambodian Army. : President may ncver be known. But
ernmental 'conglmhcratc in the process{ The Administration was, to be sure, they 'ch’nl.d h'wF bcc". derelict if they
- of dismantling itsclf. The department . in poor shape before Cambodia. There had not given him their assessments at
' heads and the tlesser bureaucrats are : had been an uncommon amount of in- | $0M€ point. I".“."Y case, he reached his
having at one another in intemperate | fighting since the early days—much of w.dc.clsmn on military grounds and put
and impolitic language, and scem it the inevitable product of Nixon’s ef-! ﬂs'dc.““ c_,thcr considerations. This can/! e
" united mainly in their resentment of the ; fore to put together a government of ! be said \:nth some assurance not because S
treatment accorded them by members | factionalists, The revolt in the Stater2NYORC B8 privy to all his thoughts but
of the White Housc staff, whom they ] Department over Cambodia is led by-@.bccnusc of an abundance of evidence;
accuse of lying to the President and to ’ men who were opposed to war any=- \ that the reaction took him greatly by

. them JHMWWWWRMGMTmmChqu.tRDm;oqbﬂ%DO?eeoso 001:4 " =

. l‘oontinnn;.



e

I
E4324

. .Gardner, both at home.

" volvement in Vietnam, or.the Vietnam

Cortes Pitor DIks IN' Am CRAXX
IN VIETNAM
CWO Robert W. Gardner, 22, of Wheaton,
was killed when his helicopter was shot
down April 27. '
*Ife sald ho wns over 50 that the kids with
long hair could have the freedom to deme

_ onstrate here,” Donnld M, Gardner sald yes-

terdny about hls son.

“He wns home on a 30-day lcave enrlier
this month and there were demonstrations,
and I remember him saylng that's what he
was fighting for—{rcedom,” his father snld.

The chlef warrant officer had already had

A two hellcopters “shot from under him” and

expressed foreboding about his return to

. Victnam April 18, his father sald.

It wns not immedintely known to Mr.
QGardner where hils son's hellcopter crashed,
All four members of the crew were killed.

Mr. Gardner had been in Vietnam since
February, 1069, and was serving an extra six
month hitch there when he was killed,

He wns a member of the 3d Platoon, of the
281st Assnult Hellcopter Company, stationed
in NhaTrang In the Central Coast region,.

Hls unit supplied Speclal Forces camps.

10T ROD FAN
Born in Washington, he grew up in

Wheaton, where he graduated from Whenton = °

Migh School In 1065. He attended Montgomse °
ery County Community College and the

University of Maryland beforo joining the

Army in 16067.
A hot-rod enthuslast, Mr, Gardner owned
a dragster, which he named “Honest Injun.”

. He wns & familiar figure at local drag races

and in 1067 he raced in the Hot Rod Inter-

* national in Pomona, Callf,

Besides his tather and mothor, he 1s aur-
vived by three brothers, Ronald Gardner, of
Kansas Olty, Mo, and Steven end Paul -

w
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LETTER TO INDOCHINA

. OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

} Thursday, May 14, 1970

Mr. HARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, the

Asia and particularly the introduction of

. American ground combat troops into

Cambodia are both alarming and repug-

nant. Our invasion of Cambodia can only

serve to get us more deeply involved in
an unending, enervating,” and immoral
conflict unless we act now to take back
our constitutional prerogatives and to
prohibit further involvemeni in Scuth-
east Asia. In this repard, I would like to
bring to my collecague’s attention an

. article by Robert Shaplen entitled “Let-

STATINTL
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tempting to win a wor that 1s subject
only to political scttlement.

Mr. Shaplen states:

The prospects for pence are . . . gloomier
than ever. And what 18 happening In Salgon
today, on the government side, scarcely Im-
proves the outlook. The rebellious attitude
of South Victnamese students and war vet-
erans, and tho frictionn between President
Nguyen Van Thleu and the Natlonal Assem-
bly, which has worsened the anlready bnd
cconomic erlsis, threaten to cancel the gaina
that have been made in the country over
the past yenr,

Mr. Shaplen concludes that the present
problems in Salgon can only aggravate
the problems surrounding an American
withdrawal and more importantly will
create a broader war that will further
intensify the palnful disillusionment of
the American people in their Govern-

- ment. This is the real cost of the present

action—the alienation of more and more
Americans from their systcm of govern-
ment. We cannot afford to fight a war
abroad which is destroying us at home.
The full text of the article follows:

LerTER FROM INDOCHINA

(By Robert Shaplen)

Ba16oN, May 2.~In the entire Indo-China
eren during tho last two months, the Com=-
munists of Peking and Hanol have been glv=
en, ond havo employed to thelr advantoge,
a wholo new set of options and opportuni=
ties, which, 1t scems, President Nixon's use
ot American strength in Cambodia will do
lttle to alter, Tho evonts that have, so far,
worked agninst us began with the overthrow
of Princo Norodom Sthanouk of Cnmbodin
by pro-Western genernls and politiclans,

' then continued with thls group’s almost im=
., mediate errors of judgment and action—pars

ticularly its brutal actions against Cambo-

- dia's Vietnamese minority and its overeager-

ness to join bhattle with much stronger and
more experienced Communist forces—and

HON. MICHAEL J. HARRINGTON ‘lncluded renewed heavy Communist pressure

in Laos and a serlous deteriorating political
and economic situation in South Vietnam. In

. that country, nlthough our stated policy of

Vietnamization was reaflirmed when the

-.President announced, on April 20th, the

withdrawal—against the advice, not surpris-

V, steadlly worsening situation in Southeast - ingly, of his gencrals—of another hundred "

and fifty thousand men in the next year,
the "low profile” our policymakers have
sought to maintain had been elevated con-
siderably even before the President's speech
‘on Cambodis by our shipment of arms to
Phnom Penh end by our troops’ increasing
involvement in operations around the Cams-
bodlan border. When conditions are as vola-
‘tile as they now are, it is difficult, if not im-
possible, to be guided by something as vague

. 83. tho doctrine enunciated by the President

on. Guam last July, emphasizing our inten-
tion of limiting our involvement and do-
pending on Asinn Initintives, Now, instead of

ter to Indochina” which appeared in the ,Vietnamization, we are faced, In effect, with

May 9, 1970, issue of the New Yorker

. magazine.

The article traces the events surround-

*i{ng the widening conflict which 15 now

being referred to not as American in-

war, but a situation so broad that it is

termed the Indochina war. It is the thesis

of this article that the United States is ~
not- moving toward disengagement..
Rather, the present Cambodian actlon’
sets the stage—Indeed necessitates—
further attacks of this mature, I share
Mr. Bhaplen'’s fears. L

The article recounts the abysmal fail- -

.7 ure of the Nixon administration in ‘at-.

.

B
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n new Indo-Chinazation, including tho poge’

sibility that both Lnos and Cambodia may
soon be dominated or controlled by the Com-
munists. This belatedly brings intd clear
focus the problem we have all along refused

. to fnco—the unrealism of fighting an tso-
.lated war in one small country in the middle

of a largo racially mixed area without sufix
clent understanding of the over-all political
or milltary conscquences.

The principal beneflciaries of recent events
would appear to be the Chinese Comumunists.
Peking is the military and political bulwark
behind the emerging now Indo-China United
Front Against American Imperlalism, created
after & meoting on April 34th and 25th somo-~
where in China. This hastily oalled "summit
oconfersnos of the Indo-China peoples,” ap~
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parently convened nb Hihanouk's tnatipgation,
forged an alliance of tho New Revolutlonary
Movement In Cambodla, headed hy the
ousted Prince, with tho Hanol regime and
the alrendy establlished Communiat rebel goy-
ernments of South Vietnam and Laos.
Wwith their growlnpg support of Insurrec-
. tlonary movements in Thalland and Malay-
sin, and to a lesser extent, In Burma and the
Philippines, the Chinese are now in a atrong- -
er position to control the revolutionary ap-

- paratus throughout Southeast Asla than they :

have been at any time since 1065, when the
Vietcong Wwere stopped by American troops
from winning the Vietnamese war and when
the Peking-backed coup in Indonesia falled.
The response 8o far of tho non-Communisat
Aslan states to the new crisis has been slow;
Indonesin has called for o meeting at which
Thalland, Japan, and about fifteen other
Asian nations can discuss the matter, but
that 1s all, While the Americans have found
themselves being inexornbly drawn into Cam=-
bodian operations, {n which the chances for
any sort of decisive military engagement
will probnbly prove as evanescent as they
have for ten yenrs in South Vietnam, Peking
and Hanol have determined to gain as much
as possiblo from the confuscd state of affairs,

There is little reason to expect them to
cense doing so, particularly in Cambodla,
especially in view of Hanol's decislon, indi-

cated in enemy documents, to “re-guerrilla-

- {zo" the war In South Vietnam and to pro-
long the conflict there until after the de-
_parture of the bulk of American forces., No

‘one with any experience in Vietnam, includ-

ing Hanol's top experts, has minimized the

/ diflculties of achicving this goal, but no’ -

ono doubts tho will of tho Communists or
thelr patience and endurance. In any event,

thoe recently incrensing number, In several - o

South Vietnamcse provinces, of young men
abducted and sent to North Vietham for
tralning and Indoctrination underlines the
long-term approach that Hanol has again
adopted. Another, Indlcation of thls is the
vast amount_.of matériel that has poured
down the Ho Chl Minh Trall from the North
during the last several months, . .
Only about twenty per cent of thls traffie
has been interdicted by American bombing.
" The coup in Phnom Penh has momentarily

denled the North Viethamese access to the ~

. southern Cambodlan ports of Sihanoukville,
Kep, and Ream, through which most of the
Chinese matériel used in the Mekong Delta
of South Vietnam was previously shipped

. with the agrcement and profitable connive
ance of the Sihanouk regime. However, the’

Communist forces In Cambodia are showing . '
every intention of trylng to regain access to .

' those ports and supply routes. In the mean=

time,.they are already extending the branch- °

es of the Ho Chi Minh Trail deeper into Laos;

through the border arca where Laos, Cam- °

bodia, and South Vietnam come together;

and farther into Cambodia, as well as into -

the Vietnamese Highlands and the Delta.
This extension, though it wlill be no ensy

feat, will undoubtedly serve to strengthen - .

the arguments of the American military
lenders who have been against halting the
bombing of the Trail in Laos—in return for
which Hanol and its local Communist sup-
porters of the Pathet Lno have indlcated

thelr willingness to ltmit military operations * * **

in that country and to start political nego-
" tiatlons thers, which would inevitably lcad

to stronger Communist representation in any 2

‘new coalltion government. This i bound
to come eventually anyway, and some Amer-
icans have felt that n break in the Laotian
situntion now could produce some movement

.in tho dendlocked pence talks in Paris, and
perhnps bring to an end at least some of the
fighting in Vietnam. The intense mixture of

political . accommodation and competition B
would certoinly continue, accompanled by - - -

terrorism and guerrilla warfare, but the
- Amerlcans would be out of it sooner rather
thnn Iater. The whole series of developments
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By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
- ‘Special to The Star

1" SARAVANE, Lnos—Commu-

LDist forces today started their

PR ‘expected attack” on this town

‘of wooden shacks which s

‘astride several routes through

southem Laos to Cambodia.
In doing so, they appecared to

“be secking to establish sanc-

Approved For Release 2001/03!04 “ CIA;RDPBO 01601 R000700030001-4

o ‘:Cambodlan war,

- ",--'_ killed,

. | posscssions,

|
<. | servants, and many have fled to
o s ouu{xng villages to
. sh

‘tuaries in southern Laos for the
While townspcof)'le clustered
- outside some_ shops here, Lao

_ *govel nment 150-millimeter how-

fitzers fired at some 300 Com-
munist troops advancing 6,000
yards west of the town,

Reds Attacked by Air

Lao Air Force dive bombers
also pounded the Communists.

Communist gunners were us-
ing mortars.

Four Communists troops were
according to the town
: commander, Col. Vang, but when

' I a reporter asked to see the bod-

fes he said they were "carried
away.”

As the Red mortar rounds hit
close to a wood hut which serves
as the Saravane airport termin-
al, townspeople awaiting evacu-
ation dived for cover amid their

¢~ Many persons have been evac-
i uated already, mostly the civil

avoid Red
;_TI» si.ao poamons m poor&y

- Reds Attack Lao Town
:On Routes to Cambodia

constructed, making it unlikely
they can hold Snravane in tho
face of a Communist assault.

The Communist ' attack was
scen as the opening phase of a
battle for Saravane and for pos-
session of the Bolovens Plateau
to the south.

North Vietnamese forces on
the plateau are moving to the
rear of Lao Special Guerrilla
Unit No. 2, a force paid for by
the United States and led by the
Central Intelligence Agency.

The unit’s positions line the
castern lip of the plateay, over-
looking the Sekhong River, a

route into Cambodia.

The unit is supported by 40
American advisers—mostly lo-
gistics personnel.

commanders here, the Commu-
nists are floating bamboo rafts
loaded with munitions down the
Sekhong, whlch flows into Cam-
bodia.

The rafts are camouflaged as
clumps of brush. The river is
full of brush following recent
rains, making these rafts diffi-
cult to spot. Pathet Lao soldiers
with long poles line the river
banks and push these rafts out
of snags,

If the Reds can take the pla-
from which they can strike into

dia, ,

.
'

b

W

new North Vietnamese supply| .-

I

‘According’ to the Lao regional

teau, they will gain a sanctuary| - -

both South Vietaam and Cambo- -
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- Editor’s Nole: Jacques DeComoy has travelled “
extensively throughout Southeast Asia reporting for Le - -

Monde. LNS recently interviewed him in Berkeley.
Liberation News Service B L
LNS: Are they bombing all over in Laos, or just along °
the Ho Chi Minh trial? ) ' ‘
JDC: 1 have not been on the Ho Chi Minh trail at all.
1 was in Sem Neua province, through which. there is
not such a trail, and when I was there in March of 1968

- we were constantly bombed. I remember one day being

_ also looks like the southern part of North Vietnam and

" and Vientiane.

either attacked or overflown by U.S. plancs every 30
minutes. The landscape reaily looks like the moon. It

Vietnam. Sem Neua Is very -
northeast of the Plain of Jars

some provinces of South
close to North Vietnam,

LNS: What was the purpose of the bomibng?
JDC: 1 wish I knew. I personaily think (and I wrote

-

. to a certain cave that is hidden not too far from Sem ST
-/ Neua you find the school where they train their
*.. teachers. Lots of the students are Meo women and men,

It is true that there are Mecos with the Royal Laotian

-, forces. For instance, in Pati which is about 30 kilometers
. west of Sem Neua, there were Meos with U.S. officers

and Japanese, Thai and maybe Filippino mercenaries. It
‘was a kind of U.S. and Meo outpost right in the middle -
_of Pathet Lao-controlled territory.
At the beginning of 1968 Pati was taken over by the

“communist  forces, Several Americans and Asian
i

| mercenaries were killed and the helicopters and radar

. system were destroyed. It was a civil defeat for the U.S.
radar network in Southeast Asia because the radars that
" had been put on the hill in Pati helped the U.S. planes

' that went to bomb North Vietnam. They missed those

" yadars badly.afterwards.
LNS: Why is the U.S. interested in Northern Laos?

.“it) that the bombing aims not at destroying the North
{. . Vietnamese forces in transit through Laos or the forces
! based in Laos, but aims at destroying the Pathet Lao |
ii' infrastructure. For instance, I was in what was the city -
! —it has been entirely destroyed. An i
@ , ‘gguslelgegfs:cal\:seh thle)y had rnoty explo?édd_loes d(,:- _'f | met Prince Souphanouvong, the Pres}dent of the Centri.il._
i - anti-personnel bombs. Now it is obvious that those '’ Committee of the Pathet Lao in a big cave. This cave is
1% anti-personnel bombs were almed at killing peopleand I ‘surrounded by craters—everywhere craters. And the
'3“ _guess not only Pathet Lao soldiers, but also civilians, .  Americans must know where the Central Cpmmittce
= And there are civilians that have been killed. All the' : meets. It cannot be a secret. And they are trying to kill
. 4" civilians have had to leave the city. They now live in the ~ ‘those people. They didn’t succeed yet, but they are
woods Jor in caves a few miles from Sem Neua where : 'obviously trying to destroy the political infrastructure,
i~ absolutely everything has been destroyed. All the villages'© | And in a way, the U.S. has succeeded, because the
'+ saw In the province of Sem Neua except two have been Pathet Lao economy has suffered a lot from the
'+, detroyed. . | bombing. The people are very poor. 1 was amazed by.
i It’s very hard to dive in this region, not only because , - their lack of books, of drugs, of penciis—they’ve just got-
| -2, It’s dangerous, but because there aren’t any roads any . ' nothing. It’s terrible. . : ) o
'+ 'more. You have got to drive from crater to crater and'© | LNS: Is it true that there are a lot of North
’ L it’s quite dangerous. : * . Vietnamese in the area? C
L LNS: What about the massive displacement of = . JDC: Well it is true that there are North Vietnamese,
people? It seems that the U.S. is clearing people out. | put I don’t know how many there are. A few weeks ago .
. JDC: Yes, there is the same process that they do in . 'the U.S. embassy said there were 50,000 North,
" South Vietnam. Some American right-wing political ! Vietnamese troops and suddenly President Nixon said
{" scientist wrote one day that actually it was not bad ' that there were 67,000. 1 don’t know how they got their '
| . because it accelerates the natural process 'of "}  figures. There is one thing I'm sure of—the more the U.S.
: .+ urbanization. I think Herman Kahn wrote it. Now it is. " bombs the Pathet Lao zones, the more pro-communist,.
. obvious to me that in Laos there are hundreds of | : peasants are scared of the bombing and are obliged to
“. thousands of refugees. Those people had to leave their |  flee down-to the Mekong Valley, the more the Pathet
villages and their lant because they couldn’t cultivate ” | Lao will require military aid from the North-
| Vietnamese—because they need men. :

their land any motre, because the buffalos had been .
It reminds me of what happened in South Vietnam.

i killed, and because they were too afraid of the bombs. -
_-They are now living in camps and they don’t join the ' pefore the landing of the Marines in Da Nang'in July

. JDC: Well, as I said before, I think that they are
. mostly Interested in destroying the Lao left. That’s what
. they are trying to do. 1 would even say that they are

Utrying to physically destroy the Pathet Lao leadership. I ;

. Royal armed forces. If they were that much’: . 1965. There were very few North Vietnamese troops in
- anti-communist, and that much anti-North Vietnamese ! South Vietmam. But as the American expeditionary
’ and that much anti-Pathet Lao, I guess they would ask ;,  corps grew and grew in South Vieliam to more than a.

for rifles and go and fight, but they don’t. They are just:’
waiting for the end of the war to go back to their land. !
LNS: Do you know what the situation is with the
/" ClA-trained Meo tribesmen around the Plain of Jars, and :
. the so<called mercenary army? '

: JDC: I could see in the province of Sem Neua that!

i lots of

i, and be

half a million, it was obvious that the NLF needed .
troops from the north; and the same process might
“happen for the Pathet Lao. The more the Americans.
‘bomb the Pathet Lao zones, the more the Pathet Lao:
i will need foreign troops. * . !
{ - So1 think it is not very honest to say that the North

S e e A S0V 08164 - (
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- Just the one organization, the Pathet Lao, with the

- want to one day or another come back into a national |
‘union government but they won’t do It now. They

- administer their zones just like an independent: b .
l aepe + will become a kind of suburb of Bangkok and the
" American bases of Thailand—which lots of Laos don’t.

" JDC: Well, it's hard to say, because as I said, most of

J‘v- "
b‘;e;fglrm&@WdSFWRdme 001 /0310

the North Vietnamese for miore aid because the
American intervention has grown bigger and bigger as
time has gone on. ' o

LNS: Could you say what the political structure of
the Pathet Lao is like? Do they have a government like
the NLF? You mentioned a Central Committee.

JDC: No, they don* have a government like the NLF,
and I don't think that they want that now, No, there is,

Central Committee, and actually it works like a
government ‘of its own. Of course they said that they

government, They’ve got their own ministries.
For instance, they started in 1967 or 1968, I don’t

remember exactly, a kind of [ive-year plan to develop
. their regions,

In my opinion, in Laos there are two’
movements—there is a.reactionary movement backed by -

.the U.S. and there is a communist movement, the Pathet

Lao and its friends—that’s all, That is, I think, the end of -

" any middle-of-the-road movement. And what’s true of

Laos Is true of South Vietnam. And what's true of South

. Vietnam 1 think will be true of Cambodia pretty soon,

The people don*t have any choice. You are on one side -

or the other. You can’t be in the middle of the road any
" more. If you want to be—and there are people who
~ wanted to be in Saigon—you are put in jail or you are
: forced to go into exile in Paris or somewhere else. Look ,

at the student leaders that are being arrested right now '
in Saigon. Look at the Buddhist monks. You must go to

_ the jungle, abroad, or join the right-wing forces—there is | ©
" no free middle-of-the-road position any more: :

LNS: What does the Pathet Lao structure look like at
the village level? e T

tthe villapes have been destroyed—and so has the

' organization, But in the few villages in which I lived and’

which have not been bombed, they've got a People’s
Committee at the head of the village, and several

. commissions—one for the battlefields, one for the

buffalos, one for health and education, that’s all.
They've got, of course, their political commissar, one
from the Central Committee, When [ travelled
throughout the country there was one political
commissar with me who was fluent in French—he had
studied in France—and he was with me not only to help
me understand what the people said; he was also with
me to indoctrinate the people, and he told me so. Every
now and then he left me and said, “Well, now I've got a

4 : OAYRDIP80:046 01RO Q0700056004

to say that the Pathet Lao has had to ask| use anti-personnel- bombs, but what can you do against:

B-52s? ‘
LNS: There were reports recently that the
- government of Thailand sent troops into Laos to help

" the Royal Laotians. Has this been going on for a long;

Aime?

“  JDC: Yes. There have been some Thai artillery groups:

-fighting for a long time in Laos, and last year it was
-reported that Thai soldiers were dressed with Royal Lao
uniforms and fought in the southern part of Laos. This

" wasn’t confirmed, but it wasn't denied either. It is true,
there are more and more Thai connections between the

. right-wing military leaders in Vientiane and the military

-establishment of Bangkok. And if things go on there as

“they have been going on for two or three years Vientiane

. like, even right-wing people,

I remember, I think it was in 1968; oné of the

toughest right-wing Lao leaders was seen in Vientiane in
the armed forces parade together, not with his wife, but

with Miss Thailand. And a few days later young.
lieutenants and captians, right-wing people, but’

nationalists, put out a pamphlet against him and this
Miss Thailand, saying, “We are Laos and we are in
Laos—we don’t want to become slaves of this big and
wealthy pro-American Thailand.” Now those people
didn’t join the Pathet Lao ranks. Still, for the first time

maybe, they understood where this pro-American policy. .

of Vientiane might.lead their country. That is, the total
destruction not . only of their country, but also of the
values of their country. That is what they don’t want,
even if they are right-wing people. . b

But the general doesn’t care. He just wants to make

‘money. Everybody knows, for instance, that the;

_commander-in-chief of the right-wing forces is at the

- head of the opium trade between Saigon and Vientiane

and Bangkok. He never goes to the battlefield. You can
usually see him in the afternoon in a Vientiane bar.

LNS: Several returmed or ex-U.,S, servicemen have'
said that U.S. military and Air America flights fly gold
bricks into Laos which are in turn traded for opium
produced by the Meo tribesmen, and that the opium
eventually winds up in the United States and France.

JDC: Well, 1 really don't know much about it. All I
know is that there are planes that take off from
Vientiane and fly to South Vietnam with opium and
gold. I know one thing—it was very funny—I was in
Vientiane during the Tet offensive in South Vietnam,
and a few people at least were very much annoyed, not
because " it was a -

military victory - for : “the B

" meeting with such-and-such section of the village, I've "?'communists—they didn’t " ¢are at all—but because the-.
- got to explain to them what we are doing at the Central } airport at Saigon was closed, and the planes that usually-
Commiltee,” and he left me and he came back un hour_|’ bring gold and opium from Laos to Saigon couldn’t land :
“later after he talked to the pcople. - : 'j“there any more, and they were losing money. I met one"
LNS: In the arcas where the villages have been i of those gold traders, and he told it to me very frankly.
bombed, what kind of organization do they have—or: "[NS: Can you describe the circumstances around.-

. have they all been dispersed? 1 'which the Pathet Lao left.the coalition govermnment back:

. JDC: Yes, they have been dispersed into caves. If vj; 10637 There’s been a lot of discussion in the \/

. they don't live in caves, they live in miserable huts in the community here that the CIA had something to do with
~woods, and just like in North Vietnam, they've got : gome assassinations. -

- shelters all around.. As soon as they hear the jets they €0 JDC: I think In 1961 one member of the coalition’
down into the shelters and wait. It disturbs everything,j government was assassinated in front of his house in
because when the planes come every 30 minutes or every ' vientiane. He was a left-wing neutralist. Other members
hour you tannot seriously work. And you never knew,’.of the left-wing neutralist movement were killed later

. at least in 1968, when you were in the Pathet Lao zones,! on. And then you had the right-wing coups and so on. It

@ whether the planes came for you or were just flying over'. a5 absolutely impossible for the left—whether Marxist
* you to go to bomb North Vietnam. You had to go down . jeft or non-Marxist left, to work in Vientiane any more.
" to the shelter and stop your work. You had to. e Officlally this. man was killed by one of his soldiers.
LNS: Don’t they have a canopy of .jungle foliage to Nobody has ever explained why the soldier killed him.
* protect them? ' U : .. " What I can say is that he was a left-wing neutralist and
Jthis’ duughter, whom I know, has joined the Pathet Lao,
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cannot be in the middle of the road. This family tri

be honestly neutralist in Vientiane. The father was
killed, and the family joined the Pathet Lao. They had
no other choice. Now the daughter, after some studies in
France and then in Moscow—she is an engineer—lives ina
cave very close to Sem Neua. That’s where I met her.
And the uncle, the brother of the assassinated minister,
as far as I know, is the official doctor for the Central’
Committee of the Pathet Lao and he also lives in a cave,
He is married to a French woman, by the way, who is
now back with the children in France because it’s very
hard to raise young children in caves. .

Very few people know how those people live in caves..
it’s really terrible, especially during the rainy seasom,
because everything is humid. You cannot bring the
children out of the cave because of the bombing, so they
lack sun, they lack food, they are white, they are very
unhealthy. Very few people know even in Vientiane.

There is something I want to say here. In Vientiane I
met a very young; a very brilliant American diplomat,
graduated from one of the best American universities.
He said to me once, ““If we want a really strong, free and.
democratic anti-communist Laos to be built, we must
help the Laos to get rid of their traditional cultural
values, bring them back to zero, and then build a new
nation.” And I'm really quoting. And he said, *‘Before I
was in Laos I was in Africa, and their cultural values here
are even worse than the cultural values of those Africans.®

Vientiane is becoming more and more a small Saigon
or a small Bangkok—a mixture -of prostitution, or
corruption—I mean really, it’s in chaos. The young Laos
who live there are forgetting their heritage more and
more—they speak broken English, they can speak a few
words of French—it’s really a pity to see them. They
-don’t know where they go. They try to forget about the
war, but it's hard, because they have families on the
other side.- It's not a new Laos that’s being built in
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Vientiane. It’s nothing. =©". . . .

LNS: Are the Pathet Lao aware of the antiwar
movement here in the U.8.? - I o
~ JDC: There is something I must tell you, because I
think it has not been reported by the American press..
For the first time, five or six weeks ago, the Pathet Lao’
in a communique mentioned the American movement,
asking the antiwar movement to put some pressure on

_the U.S. government so the U.S, govenment will stop
the U.S. intervention against the Pathet Lao. I think it
" a kind of sign. And it shows that for the first time (Like
‘the North Vietnamese did a few years ago) the Pathet
" Lao 'may start to make some contacts with Americans,
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U S Gmu
Urged by

. By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
Special to The Star

PAK SE, Iaos—Laotian right-
ist leader here said the United

'States should hit the Ho Chi{"

Minh trail in south Laos at the
same time it is attacking Cam-
bodian sanctuaries.

They said as long as the Com-
munist Vietnamese are using the
Ho Chi Minh trail in eastern
Laos to send reinforcements and
material to Combodia and South

- |Vietnam, the U.S. effort in

?ambodla cannot be fully effec-
ive
- %This is no time for half mea-
sures,” Prince Boun Oum, the
rightist leader in South Laos,
said.

“1t would be a good thing for
the U.S. to cut the trails now,” a
Lao military official said,

“But,” he added hurriedly,
“we wouldn’t want South Viet-
namese troops. Americans would
be all right.”

Nixon Criticized -

The Lao military criticized |-
President Nixon for setting time

and territorial limits on Ameri-:
.|can actions in Cambodia. “The

North Vietnamese will withdraw
to the west, then return and re-

" |build the base areas when the

Americans leave,” a Lao gener-
al said.

Laotians said they expect the
Communists to become active in
northern Cambodia and to try
and build up the Red Cambodian
indigenous movement in these
areas, supplied from new sanc-

" |tuaries in Laos, Cambodxa bor-

der areas.

The Lao military reactlon was
sparked by Red moves in mili-
tary region IV, the southern half
of the Laos panhandlc Pak Se is
military region IV hcadquarters.

., Heavy fighting is g ing on now

13 Phou Luan, the ighest polnt

l l‘\ K L,
TR

nd A'&"a’fad

La@uaﬂs

~yof the rice-rich Bolovens Pla-s

teau, 30 miles north of the'Lao-'
Cambodian border. .

Reds Regroup ' .

“If they get the Bolovensthey
can hide and feed five divis
sions,” the south Laos: com-
mander, Gen. Bounphone Maha-
parak said North Vietnamese.
forces are grouping west of Sar-.

route to the plateau. e

The Laol ost the province capx-
tal of Attopeau last month,o pen-
ing the Sckhong River "Route
into Cambodia.

Current U.S. military help to
Laos in this area is confined to
Army advisers, Air Force fors
ward air controllers, air logis-
tics and Central Intelligence
Agency operatives who lead trib-
al guerrillas from . small air«

Bolovens Plateau, .

aged in thesa operahons'totall
less than st

s ...,.h,;...., L

R .mui l RRY

avane, which is the best access' - -

The number of Amerlcans en- ‘

FURTYEN T

rooeaid nh ul\\l l\'

-
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strips on the eastern edgeo { the GOSN
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o Substantial U.S, backing o;

LTy

— , Nol
povernment '@Xpe@ﬁ;e& Involvement
_wwithout large ground forces forecast.

~Vietnamese could help in some slight ways, .

v,
v,

¥ By George W. Ashworth - - success  uncertain, Certainly, - the South! ~~/%%sdttumissi vl
Theg?ﬁa??;;cssg&zdcg%g{titot « However the mutual antipathy of the Came' LEm P

{ , - ‘'bodians and- Vietnamese would be a hins"
Washington grancclc,k "‘ills would the still freshly remems,’
. ered killings 'of 'the Vietnamese ' i .
If the Lon Nol government survives in bodia, - ¢ A sein Cam_
Cambodia, indications here are that Ameri-"
vcan support of that government will build
: to substantial proportions.
' Some sources here are predicting the vire
 tual “Laoization” of the war in Cambodix— !
-2 U.S, involvement without massive ground
Jlorces. o ose| ;A8 sources here ‘assoss the - Indonesian’ -
s, his April 30 speech to this nation, Pres-| situation, the multination parlcy on Came:
+ident Nixon said, ‘“With other nations, w bod;i . LA b Ve
R, 1 . bodia (expected {o be held in Jakirta May? . .-
- shall do our best to provide the small arms 16-17 ; . > A : S R LU
; : : ~ P— ) will possibly—if not probably—fail : o
and other cquipment which the Cambodian 1o yield any solutions: Subs il he'! c
J Army of 40,000 nceds and can use for itg’ 4 of 1 (‘r ) M ‘t‘ ngF‘“ yli/lutlillt‘: R
- defense. stand of Indoncsian Minisler Adam o e :
. The President continued, “But the aid will be weakened, and the way will be: 7 e
,’jwc will provide will be limited for the purs opened - for the Indonesian military, now: -« o
‘pose of enabling Cambodia to defend its champing at the. bit, to blossom forth with;
* neutrality and not {or the purpose of making .their: aid proposals for Cambodia. . S
‘ it an active belligerent on one side or the . Another possibility would be Malay police -
O * other.” _ : © " lor some other small form of aid. The Thais '
fep.: 9. ) ' - -possibly would be willing to help, but they*
i Trick of the dccade’ iare beset by a steadily growing insurgency’; . . o
" Making the easygoing, predominantly .in their northeastern {rontiers . that .shqv&fsé T
w«Buddhist Cambodians belligerents on one signs of growing rather than diminishing./....~
w side or the other would be the trick of the now, as the Chinese demon-strate the moral»:
y;decade. The Amecricans, most sources be- willingness 1o keep the pressure on and ‘th'e-'i! , R
rlieve, will be doing extremely well indeed,'} physical readiness to push their road across’y . St T
#if they can enable. the Cambodians to "Laos toward Thailand.’ . ‘ Co N ‘
develop even a moderate ability to defend'- . . . e
-F themselves against the highly motivated and - U.S, in prime role
]

trained North Vietnamese, .. Thus, at this moment, when the cfficacy .
"1, The President, of course, hopes to have® ;4o "Nivon doctrine might be proved, there’
¢ he help of other Southcast Asian £ountries. : 5o many hindrances and stumbling blocks'
j This 1s in line with the oft-cnunciated Nixon ] that will force the U.S, into a prime role,,
¢ doctrine, which is a follow-on to a position! if not the only one, in the matter, of Cam.:

paper known as the Forejgn Internal De-! bodian ‘assistance.

‘fense Policy developed by the Senior Inter- . The President has pledged to get U.SY-
departmental Group under the Johnson ad-! {roops out of Cambodia by July 1 and to
ministration, The group, now dissolved, Was: penetrate’ no more than 19 miles insidel
superseded by the rejuvenated National ' fronticrs. During the interim, it.is quite!
Security Council. One of the NSC's first ef- “possible that - the joint Vietnamese and!
forls was to study and reshape the Johnson : Amereian opcrations will relicve pressure,
policy into the new Nixon doctrine. " upon the Cambodian Government, - o
* Inherent in the original concept and the -That was, of course, a strong _secondary}.{
‘subsequently developed and promulgated -reason for the decision to move into Cam-~jy
‘doctrine was the idea that the U.S, should: bodia, Hopefully, itswill not have the effect
mot go it alone, rather that it should seck . of driving the North. Vietnamese into Phnom .
the help of other nations in any endeaver'.Penh, which would lcave the U.S. making: el . . -
to help a faltering government fight Com- 'plans for the salvation of a government that ; ] e
‘munist national wars of liberation, . . i~had fallen. o ‘7 : S .

¢ That is precisely what the Nixon adminis. - _Given the survival of the Cambodian re-,

( ‘tration is trying to do in the case of Cam- gime, sources here asscss immediate pros-
:bodia, although it is unclear now whether pects” of direct ald this Wayi Co
;other nations huve the will and the resources, & The: Cambodiang Wil bo. given gmally
1o come (6 Canibodla's assistance.' - : :
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Situation assessed ‘ N
Perhaps the best hope at present is that A
'the Indonesians will be able to provide ad-;

visers and some combat troops as a lasti
resort, -

e

e o DY

rattempts io other naiions into involve-
+ment can be. expected to eontinue, but.with
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- that the rag-tag Clandestine Army could hold off a
- determined Communist advance, but the US Embassy

( ' .. here wanted two guarantees: that the peasant-refugees
Ihe Long Mal'Ch .~ indispensable producers of rice — would not again be

" lavailable to benefit the Pathet Lao; and that American

! Liotian Tragedy

~ Vientiane : -, bombers would have a free hand to pound the oncom-
* After twenty years of sporadic, semi-secret warfare, : ing. troops. So it was decided to evacuate all civilians
‘Laos has a serious refugee problem. At least half the from the Plain of Jars. _ S
population of three million has been displaced by the - . Between February 5 and 11, some 15,000 bedraggled
.+ fighting, according to government officials in Vien- -.Laotian peasants were loaded onto Air American cargo

- tiane. At least 180,000 are living in “refugee villages.” - " planes and shipped to new “refugee villages” in the
i At the end of 1968, American bombers were di- ' Mekong lowlands. The Plain of Jars became a free-
. verted from North Vietnam to Laos and Began syste- strike zone. The US-Vientiane planners, unable to
* matically depopulating Pathet Lao-controlled territory. -~ carry their government to the people, had chosen'the
. Air strikes were no longer limited to the network of Vietnam-tried course of bringing the people to the
. 'North Vietnamese supply routes twisting through the .- government. “We could work in the fields only at
.- sparsely inhabited mountains of eastern Laos on their '-‘vmght.; by day we slept underground in the bunkers,”
: way to South Vietnam (the “Ho Chi Minh trail”), nor " explained one old woman in a camp near Vientiane,
. confined to “combat support missions,” as President : Everything that moved was bombed. Our village was’
" Nixon would have it. Evefything that stood. and was bf)mbed three times. The second time my daughter was
~ not. controlled by the government became a target. - Killed. _Then_ we left and went to live in the forest. It's
" Tribesmen and peasants began to flee to the relative’; "Vvery difficult to live there. There’s not enough to eat.”
.- safety of the government-controlled lowlands. The US . Though more people live under government control -
. Embassy, having persuaded itself that the people were '« since the bombing, American officials here deny that
~ escaping “Communist terrorism,” was enthusiastic.:; was the intent of the bombing. They claim that “Com-
.. about this “voting-with-the-feet.” Yet it was not —and - munist terrorism” is responsible for the influx of refu-

. is not yet — eager to advertise the refugee situation. ' -~ gees. When the mass evaqua\t'ion”from the Plain of Jars
. In mid-1969 air strikes were escalated to their pres- e PRI RS
__ent high level of 15,000 sorties a month. In support of - -

,-.a secrecy-shrouded offensive by the CIA-financed :. .
¢ “Clandestine Army” of Meo mercenaries, the US car- »‘
' ried out a saturation bombing campaign on the Pathet
- Lao-controlled Plain of Jars in northeastern Laos. After i’
o seizing the Plain, the Clandestine Army rounded up the
inhabitants, culled out the prosperous farmers and mer-
;' chants — the main contributors to Pathet Lao tax cof-
;. fers — and shipped them to the Vientiane lowlands. The . .
.“-poor peasants were allowed to remain behind, not in"
- their original homes, which had been reduced to rub- .. -
' ble by the bombing, but in the “refugee villages.”
I asked a young' man what happened when the :
. Clandestine Army took over his village. “The soldiers
" gathered us together,” he said. “They told us we had,il‘
~. one hour to leave. We didn’t know where we were .
.+ going. The soldiers took whatever they wanted from = /%
.our houses, and then they burned the village down. An =~ =
" officer told us that if anyone asked, we should say we .
-were escaping from the Communists. We walked 20.{ ¢
. miles to an airstrip, and then American planes brought .
~ . us here. I was lucky. I'm half-Chinese, so they didn't..
(»_y, make me join the army. The Lao boys were drafted

v

,* right there. I haven’t seen them since.” i #Wo PR 4 e R ‘#
" When the dry season came at the end of last year,  “EIEF ST TNl LTy AR IR,
intelligence reports indicated that the North Vietnam- | &%= ", - P LA CTN

" ese mgd A Fat Release LUN/0304 1 CIA-RDP80-01601R00070 0306b1-4 .

~ sive to recapture the Plain of Jars. No one believed '| -'f{r)eqse, [ ot Amelican, | are stlictly rocal talent.” : enmtinneg
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™ was begun in February, US AID officials who super-
vised the operation maintained that the people all free-
ly chose to leave their homes. Qther US AID officials,
who do not wish to be identified, now admit, however,
that the decision was made in Vientiane and that the
pe'ople were moved regardless of their wishes, Natu-
‘rally, when confronted with the choice of being
bombed at home or surviving in a far-away camp,
;many people chose the latter. But it seems devious to
' call that choice “free.” ,
The plight of refugees here is not yet as grim as that-
“of their counterparts in Vietnam. Camps are small and
usually contiguous to an established village. The idea -
'is that the old villagers will help dispossessed new-
comers; 50 far it has worked well, to the great credit of
the Lao villagers. But refugees do not have enough .
land to support themselves, and the land they do re- :
ceive is usually the least fertile. The thatched, barrack
_housing is depressing even to peasants accustomed to .
. primitive conditions. Medical care is rare; so is school- .
“ing. US AID this year will spend some $7 million on, '.
_refugee relief (about one thirty-fifth of the estimated
$250 million spent to wage the war); most of that will
. be used for rice crops. B
The worst suffering is not it the camps. By the time
, people reach them, the worst is over. Their villages -
. have been destroyed; their relatives killed or drafted;
-~ they have walked, sometimes for months, through.
some of the most rugged country in the world. Only
~ the lucky ones ride Air America. T he others, by the -
. tens of thousands, put their belongings on their backs
- and set out across the hills on foot. It is an agony diffi- .
_cult for an outsider to imagine. American and Laotian
. officials estimate that over the last 10 years 20 percent
. of the people of northeastern Laos have died in these
. refugee marches, The verdant limestone mountains .
. that seem to have been lifted from a delicate Chinese
~‘scroll are a cemetery for 100,000 peasants! Random air -
strikes are always a threat; countless unexploded ,
" bombs lie scattered half-buried in the hills; exhaustion -
;e claims the weaker marchers; epidemics, especially of
"' measles, are common; and of course there is never
. enough food.
* The US Embassy downplays the dimension of the
" tragedy by counting only those currently living on re-
“lef in recognized “refugee villages” — the 180,000 I
. have mentioned. The Laotian government, however,
-, reports 543,000 refugees and says there are at least
" another 150,000 unregistered. Now — because of heavy -
* fighting and bombing near the Plain of Jars - another
; 100,000 are trudging southward through the roadless -
" mountains'to safety. One out of five will probably die’

« before reaching the lowlands. . .-
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‘exploslon of anger and despalr ‘and bltter- tho background and details of the Amer- ’ agree to recognize Cambodin's present bore

ness—hence violence and counterviolence, jean invasion of Cambodia. I expect he ders. Diem refused,

rebellion and repression, will focus on the military aspeets of our - In 1004, Adlai Stevenson, U.8, Ambassador *
WIAT HAS BEEN GAINED? " involvement in Southcast Asin as dis- U0 the Unitcd Natlons, cxpressed American .

apologics and regrots for the dama )
It may be argued by those politiclans and tinct from the politicnl Implication of OUT . ghstn: caused by an attack on o Combodien  ~ - -~
commentators as concerned as Mr. Nixon - getlon. It nceds to be emphasized that wilage staged by o SBouth Vietnamese army =~
.. Shomt Tl;‘“:‘“d- Bumilintlon and American - the United States has invaded a neutrol - unit” with sn American advisor. Later he
) ;m;‘ v o :\ {,el'ﬁ“e . & cﬂ nown £ ;p;io)p ‘: state without prior consultation with its denied numerous other complaints submitted )
TN xpoct vhe reactlon he e . Government. This reveals a disregard for by Combodia deallng with military raids, °.. 7 -7
etting, he still would have had no cholce Vel ens. ‘ & ' R
bt b ' Cambodian soverelgnty, It is my under- , American policy took a sharp change In - . -
but to act in the national Interest, as he . his disregnrd for the. late 1062 after the frst infitration of n large AR
saw it. But none will bo nble to explain 6tanding that this disregard for the: o ™ vt imese repular force through =~
what Interest 1s worth having .pushed so ' legitimate aspirations of the Cambodian  gompodsa, In Decembor, Khmero-American =~ - - ®
" many of the educated and concerned of & gtate has a long history. The following  negotiations in New Deihl ended abruptly

whole generation into hatred and mistrust grticle from the Cornell Dally Sun de- ‘after one dny. The American ambassador re-

Tmo,vof thelr own Government; and who can 88y gerihes this well: ported he had made the American positton .-~ ',
*-* . how the future can be protected abroad if Tir UNITED STATES AND CAMBODIAN absolutely clear. After further Americans R
. & nation must club and shoot its children . NEUTRALITY ‘ .Bouth Vietnameso violations of Cambodian oA
in the streets and on the campus? : territory, Cambodia severed diplomatic re- - - = [~
What, in fuct, has ro-escalation gained (By Loura Summers) intions with the United States In Aprll, 1965,
us? A chilly diplomatic reaction, for one The United States Invasfon of Cambodla 18 gymultancously, Becretary Rusk announced

thing, including quite possible a sethack to  a blatant and frrevocable confesslon of our the United States would be glad to particie
the nuclear arms limitation talks. For an~ government's lack of understanding and In-  pate In an International conference to guare

other, the most severe Congressional renc~  toleranco for Cambodian neutrality. Since pnieo Cambodia's neutrallty. - o
tion in decndes against tho exercise of Presi= Cambodia’s declsion to rdopt a neutrnl for- Cambodia refused to partlcipate in a con-" -
dentinl powers. elgn policy in Decembor, 1954, the Unlted ference on its neutrality whero the {ssue of

- The Administration ftself is givided and States has sought to undermine that neutral= ponintervention by SEATO powers would be

. ‘wounded nt the top, with Mr. Nixon—Ilike 1ty by overt and covert means—first, by re- ignored whilo the United States and South

Lyndon Johnson only two years ago—sud- fusal to restrain the actions of our allles, vigtnam attempted to cut off North Viet=

denly unable or unwilling to travel among Thalland and Vietnam, and second, by dis< namese infiltration. On April 28, 1065, Siha-

v . his own pcople, Secretary of Btate Rogors torting the legitimnte asplrations of the nouk requested that the SEATO powers make

. * 18 shown elther to know little of what is Cambodian people to suit our own ends In 5 formnl declaration that Cambodia was not
happening or to have minimal policy in< . the prosecution of the Vietnamese war, His- jncluded in its “perimeter of intervention.” |
. fluence; Becretnry of Defense Lalrd was ap~ tory spenks for itself. ’ . 'The request was ignored. ST

© . * parently overruled and—worse—uninformed ' 'The ' Elsecnhower administration treated - In contrast to Johnson adminlstration =,
about what hls own bombers were doing. I8 Cambodian neutrality with hostility. Secre- policy, Nixon's statement on Vietnam in his A

., it an accldent that these two, with Robert tary of State Dulles, who percelved Commu~ pddress to the natlon on May 14, 1969, omits &

. Finch among the ablest men in the Admin- nism as an evil to be combated everywhere any reference to an American guarantee of ',‘. L
.. “.~%: fstration, now joln Mr. Finch In the kind in Southenst Asia, was suspicious of Cam- gambodian neutrality and territorial integ~ . =~ 5 - °
L. . of publlc embarrassment to which he has | bodia’s renunciation of the SEATO pact and - rity. Significantly, Nixon notes that his four _ ° 24"

_«: + hnad to become Inured? . 1ts persistant criticism of American interven- . month review of the war revealed a “wide
On the battlefield itself, no'supreme Come~ - tion in Diem’s Vietnam and Sarit’s Thalland. . gulf between Washington and Safgon.” Was .
~, Munist headquarters has been found, ale Cambodia matched each threat from the Cambodin part of this gulf? His carefully - <.
i though 1ts presence had been advertised as . West with a concession to the East to gain ' measured comments on Laos and Cambodls , .- °
~ -~ *7 if 1t were Hitler's bunker. In fact, not many ‘international leverago in its struggle to pre- - read ag follows: T
PR v “Communist troops of any kind have been ‘vent domestic intervention, We ask only that North Vietham withdraw
. found, according to reporters on the scene,, - Dulles was thoroughly convinced that neu- {tg forces from South Vietnam, Cambodia and
salthough captured rice tonnage amounts .tral natlons were a danger to the “free world” . Iaos Into North Victnam, also in accordance
daily and the body count is predi¢tably in- ‘cause when the Pathet Lao won the only free ‘with a timetable, We include Cambodia and A
fiated. Destruction is wholesale, of course, but ,elections in Laotlan history (1958). One * Laos to ensure  that these countries would  °°
mostly of Cambodian towns and farms, not month later, the South Vietnamese nrmy in-  not be used as bases for a renewed war. -
of Vietcong or North Vietnamese soldiers, . _vaded-a Cambodian province, occupled two - This language was echoed by Nixon and — " - -
: BEGGING THE QUESTION . vngngeir. anéi t?)?v::d a border :nurké:irhbeior: Thieu in their joint communique after the - !
returning to thelr own country. Sihanou Midway conference and by the Unlted States
legncggwmli: dfg:’wyle:’;;x: ‘“x}"f‘;‘;g::w' NI’;’ ‘protesteq directly to the Unlted States, Ths dg]egntylon‘w the Parls pgnce_tmn, L S
- pledg 80 U.B. promised to counsel moderation to the This, then, is the historical prelude to ine .- . * *
..~ further into Cambodia than. eighteen miles Vietnamese but also warned the Cambodlans - yaston. ’ e i
. .1rom the border, a guarantce which If hon- . y4t'to yuge any weapons : vaslon.
v apons provided by American (Norz.—Laura Summers, - 8 third-year
ored mnkes the rest of that sizable country aid against th .
. . galnst the Invaders. One week Inter ‘graduate student in government, speclalizes
: 6 real sanctuary casily reached; and he fur- . oo s inttinted ne d
C gotiations for full dip- §n the area of Southenst Asta.) - -
¢* ther promises to pull tho troops out within 3,000 reintions with China. Washington's . o
v ....¢lght weeks, a perlod that probably can b8 . y.qnonsy was to bogin plans to remove Sthae '
o777 survived by an encemy that has been fighting

_.nouk from power, .
for more than twenty yenrs. These pubilic ¥o- <. gy ori1y thoreafter, the Khmer Serel Move- DOCUMENTS

_ strictlons beg the question what the In- h intin fa
* yaston can accomplish. " « Ment was founded. Presumably supported by Either House may ordor the printing of &

‘Thallnnd, South Vietnam and the American/ document not already provided for by law,
. ., Whatever tho answor, the dend at Kent Q1A this group of approxlmately ono thou-' but only when the same shall be accompa-
«. t- Binte are far too high a price for {t. Like ' gand Cambodinn diasidents attemptod n “Bay  nled by an estimnte from the Publle Printor
oo the dead In Cambodin and Vietnam, they ea  of Pigs” type Invasion in oarly 1069, Sthanouk na to the probablo cost therenf, Any exccu-
.. . .. be burled; but somechow the natlon has to, ,was warned of tho plot by threo foreign am= tive department, burcau, bonrd or independ-
! g0 on lving with ltgelf. Mr. Hickel's cou= . bassndoral Confessions of tho caplured par- ent office of the Govrenment submitting ro-
‘regeous letter to the Presldent shows that ticipants implicated Marshall Sarit of Thai- - ports or documents in response to inquirics o >
“ . even within the Administration, Mr. Nixon ' land; Ngo Trong Hiou, Diem's representative = from Congress shnll submit therewith an ¢ L~
: - and Mr. Agnew have only made that hardet . in Phnom Penh; and Victor Matsul of the /Jestimnte of the probable cost of printing the Oy
3 " American ‘Embassy, widely rumored to be usual number. Nothing in this section re- = i, «

. - CIA agent, ) lating to estimates shall apply to reports or

. . .* 'The Kennedy administration was some- documents not exceeding 50 pages (U.S.

-, THE UNITED STATES VIOLATES Zvoh“ mgte sy:npathettc tlc;tCumbogm?s desires .Code, title 44, sfec. 7186, 812 Stu(:.t 1250).1 .

.. AMB y ¥.." -.to practice a true neutrality. But 1961, the * Resolutions for printing extra coples, when

S .C ODIAN NEUTRALITY ... U.B. was 50 commlitted In Thalland znd Bouth :presented to either House, shall be referred

. A ’ K .-Vietnam that Kennedy's conciliatory attitude . immediately to the Committee on House
.~ .. HON. DONALD M. FRASER *

toward Cambodia was not well-recelved by -~ Administration of the House of Representa- - -
..our anti-Commun{st allfes, Thus, Kennedy tives or the Committce on Rules and Admine
CE . ) was unable to' promise United States partici- istration of the Sonate, who, In making thelr . 7
s . 1IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES . pation t:n ém é:ctlemat.lon:l ];:onrerenco t0 report, sball %‘l;a the pgbabl:‘coa:e ox; tt.ge - 1
T r, - ¢ guarantee Cam ian neutrslity. In urging ' proposed printing upon the estimate o e .
o ?'hu ‘d‘"’f May 7, ".7,0 ‘ - Diem to support such a conference, Sthanouk ! ‘Public Printer, and no extra copies shall be ~ -~ -
- Mr. FRABER. Mr. Speaker, {omorrow ‘sald Cambodis would agres to complete in-, printed before such oommittes has reported

ﬂw President will speak to the Nation'on - ternattonal control u.gough Vietnam' wouid | . (U.8, Oode, titie 44, sec, 703, 63 Biat. 1247),. & - -

5
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Communists have been.beaten back into « say here now truly

us down,

. ‘> nation in

will not bow before protracted aggres~
ston from Communist powers.
I believe the most significant passage
in the President's speech of April 30 was
- the following: i
" we llve In an nge of anarchy both abrond
and at home, We see mindless attacks on all
the great Institutions which have been
- created by free civilizations in the past five
hundred years. Here in the United States,
great universities are belng systematically
. destroyed, Small nations- all over: the world
find themselves under attack from within
and from without.
“1¢ whon the chips are down the U.S. aots
like n pititul helpless ginnt, the forces of
totalitarianism and anarchy will threaten
. free instltutions throughout tho world.
. It is not our power put our will and char-
actor that is belng tested tonight. The ques=

night 18 this: Does the richest and strongest
the history of the world have the
character to meet a direct challenge by &
group which rejccts every efforts to win &
Just peace, ignores our warnings, tramples
on solemn ngreements,

_ers as hostages?

tion all Americans must ask and answer to=.

. violates the neutrai-’
. ity of an unarmed people and uses our prisons-

8 strategy of protracted conflict does
not confront the American people with
a new experience. The American pcople
have been directly Involved in open pro-

tracted confilct with Communists at.,.

least since the Berlin blockade,
Communist rulers have always under~

- stood one thing: All that stands between,, -

them and the success of their vicious
- plans is the determination of the Amer-

jcan people. The Amcrican people dare.
. not—they will not—falter now. Our en~ .

emics nre In the process of leamning, to
their sorrow, a lesson that other ty-
rants have had occasion to learn during
the last 194 years. It is dangerous to un--
derestimate the American people.

My friend and colleague, the Sen-
tor from Maryland (Mf. MATHIAS),
concluded his moving and eloguent Law
Day address with a quotation from"’
- Pom Paine. I would like to conclude my
prepared remarks with the same words:

Those who expect to reap the blessings of
freedom must, 1ike men, undergo the fatigue
of supporting it.

- gest the absence of a quorum.

", exported by

*  The President

In this passage the President inten- My, President, one of the great Sen-
tionally and correctly relates the violence - gators of this Senate in the past was the
Communists in "Asia to
" general decay of confidence in the ca-
- pacity of the great free nations—and ‘
especially the United States—to defend: T have in my hand a copy of a letter -
themselves and their best institutions. “-he has written to the President, which 18

A score of retired university presidents printed in the Denver Post.

as U.S. Senator and then as Governor of
Colorado. h

understands that it Is dan-

& Honorable Edwin C. Johnson who served

in honor or dishonor,
eration.”

will 1ig S
to the latest gen~- -

-

IR
.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr, President, I sug-

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr, Bug-~ - ~.’
prck). The clerk will call the roll. o
The assistant legislative clerk called '
the roll. ' L
r. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask - .-
unanimous consent that the order for the ' .Y
quorum call be rescinced, L
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without. -
objection, it s so ordered. i
Mr. MANSFIELD. Mr. President, I ask  .°
unanimous consent that I may be recog- YR
nized pending the arrival of the distin- S
_guished Senator from New York, whois -
next on the agenda, without any loss of .. e
. time to him, g
. The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without ~

=

. 4

TN -

7

objection, it is s0 ordered.

" LAOS—HEARINGS CONDUCTED.BY . -~

SENATOR SYMINGTON

Mr. MANSFIELD, Mr. President, the - -~
distinguished senior Senator from Mis-
sourt (Mr. SyminGroN) has been con-
ducting & number of most Interesting
hearings affecting various parts of the =
world. The results of those hearings

. in this country can testify to the fact = The title is “Courageous Actlon: Mes-'* When they are finally published—and I -
that it is dangerous to earn the con: ggpe to the Honorable Richard Milhous ' ‘Use the word “finally” advisedly—willre- = -
L . tempt of determined enemies of civility. Nixon, Washington, D.C.” It reads: ~..sceive a good deal of attention. Perhaps, - -

. Your courageous saction did not surprlseilhomemise they might have been lost in .7s
gerous for a nation to earn the contempt - me, It will shorten this cruel war many.ii jhe shuflle. AR

14

- of those nations whose very raison d'etre

§5 the destruction of free natlons.
; One hundred and eight yecars ago, on
December 1, 1862, in his scéond annual
- message to Congress, Abraham Lincoln
snid this to an embattled nation:
Follow-citizens we eannhot escape history.
;- We of thls Congress and this administration,

will be remembered in spite of ourselves. No

or insignificance, can
spare one or another of us. The flery trial
through which we pass, will Hght us down, in
honor or dishonor, to the latest generation,

What was true of Congress and of the

personal significance,

... American people in that day is also true
.. of Congress and of the Amerlcan peo-

ple today. Totalitarianism challenges us
- in several regions. How we respond to-
" day and In the wearisome years ahead
will determine whether we earn the re-
spect or the opprobrium of succeeding
generations.

It has bcen said that a politician
thinks of the next election while a
statesman thinks of the next generation.

_.In this time of testing those who hold
" “real sovereign power in this Nation—

" the American people-——must measure up*

to the standards of true statesmanship.
If Amerlcans understand the nature of
the challenge they face, and the conse-

; - quences of weakness, they will respond

as they have in the past—with courage,
and with success. .

Twenty-five years ago. this week the
guns of the Second World War fell silent.
But Peace did not follow, For a quar-
ter of a century the American peco-,
ple have borne the burden of supporting

.. yesistance to cxpansionist communism,

. The fact that the North Vietnamese
-

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : Cl

" months,

1t is signed Edwin C. Johnson, a Demo-
~erat and former Colorado Btate Gover-
nor.and U.8. Scnator,

Mr. President, I think I have just a few
minutes remaining, I would like to
speak extemporaneously for those few
moments, -

from the distinguished Senator from Lou-

. islana (Mr. Lone), I want to say—as I .
_said at that time—that this was not a-

speech for the administration. This

speech was not made at the request nor .

with the knowledge of the administration.

. T have seen history distorted so many -

times and for such a long period on
_the floor of the Senate and in the news
‘media and other places that I felt it
was incumbent upon mé to enter into a
discussion not only with respect to the

Cambodian situntion but also with re- .
spect to the situation, as I see if, In the ™
_world in the next decade and perhaps.

for the next two decades.

Mr. President, it is for this reason I
have made this address this morning. T’
feel serlously about this matter, I only
hope that within the structure of these
remarks there will be some help to those
people who fecl frustrated and that those

who suffer trepidation will find cause for -

 -cournge. Those who disagree and dissent

. can do this in an atmosphere of quietness
and they can be heard and listened to.

I believe that the future of this country

. 18 going to lie in the actions of the execu-

tive branch of Government and particu=

- 1arly the actlons of Congress in the next
fow years, Lincoln said what we do and

Mr. President, in response to a question

T refer particularly to.the Symington
_committee hearings on Laos and the .-
length of time it took to get clearance.

*.from the administration so that at least
some parts of the-report could be pub-
lished. R
It 1s pood that this committee held ' .»
_these hearings on this forgotten war, this . ¢
hidden war, this secret war which, while
.tied to the war in Vietnam, insofar as the - ,
Ho Chi Minh Trail coming down from ., -~
the Laotian panhandle is concerned, - -
.nevertheless was in other respects an ‘
auxiliary and separate war because it was
tied to the army of Vang Pao, the chief
-of the Meos and the Royal Laotlan .
Forces, away and apart from the Ho Chi- -
Minh Trail. B
Now, with what is developing in Cam- -, o
bodia, which is & war on a war on a war, .
and marks an extension and enlarge- = “.
ment of the conflict, I think 1t is most '
{mportant that the situation, as it exists .
in Laos, should be brought out and given = . .
consideration by all Members of the -
Senate. -
Mr. President, in order to help that . |
. along, T ask unanimous consent to have . °
printed in the REcorp certain news
storics having to do with the publication . - -
-of the report. L
There being no objection, the material
“was ordered to be printed in the Rxcorp,
as follows: '
_[From the Washington Post, Apr. 20, 1970] °
UNITED BTATES EsciraTes WAR IN Laos, HLL
. DisCLOBES . :
(By Murrey Mardor)
The United Btatos s engnged in “heavy
ssoalation'” of ita alr war in Lace while try= -

P
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Daily World Foreign Department

nounced formation of a government in exile backed by the

'National Front of Cambodia, said the Front includes Communists as _}vgll:-:gs"

political groups.
<* The U.S. and the Saigon puppet
wregime yesterday launched three
_new offensives into Cambodia,
;- bringing to more than 50,000 the
{ there.
An armada of U.S. Navy river

© gunboats went up the Mekong
River into Cambodia, while along

‘a 200-mile .front in Cambodia’s
eastern provinces, heavy U.S. air
tand ground operations continued.

U.S. and foreign newsmen re-}

_marked on the low number of
* U.S. casualties produced by such
a huge invasion — 18 dead and
nearly 60 woundcd. Some of
those killed were victims of
their own troops' gunfire or air
crashes unrelated to any hostile:
“action.
' The U.S. invaders are still
‘hunting — apparently somewhat
“desperately now — for the alleg-
‘ed “'Central Office for South Vi-
‘elnam” (COSVN),
{Wietcong™ setup. Destruction of
{COSVN was the major. reason
given for the invasion.

“What's COSVN?". a puzzied

* number of U.S. and Saigon troops.

of a claimed!-

' More than 4,000 KKK mcrccn-'\
_aies were brought into Cambodial -
‘in the last few days by helicop-
_ter and air transport. Nearly all| :
are in Phnom Penh, the Cambo-. = -
“dian capital. P
" Lon Nol said Tuesday that his!
.regime *‘welcomel’” the US. in-’
vasion. - . k
In Paris yesterday, both the,
Provisional’ Revolutionary Gov-:
ernment of South' Vietnam and {0
the Democratic Republic of Viet-| -
nam- boycotted the 66th session’| -
of "the . peace talks. ,A DRV @ "=
spokesman  said this action was
‘taken “'to express their firm pro-* .
-test against the extremely grave . . .
‘acts of the U.S..in Indochina,”"
Nguyen -Thanh Le, the DRV, -

: spokesman; read the formal DRV-4
¢ PRG statement, which -accused |
“the U.S. of violating its commit- |

i, R LT
.ment-, to. cease:~the air .war,

'~ against ‘the DRV and of expand-':
-ing the- Vietnam' war ‘into Cam-
‘bodia. : . AR
. ©If the Nixon administration |
fcontinues its  bombardments”

|it must.bear full responsibility:

o ——— -

©

v

¥, g e -
ERTH SRR ey
e 1
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re
sodia

!* Prince Norodom Sihanouk, ousted Cambodian chief of state, who in Peking an-;

recently formed United
other:

P TR

ﬂagainst the territory of the DRV, "~ bk

for all-the serious consequences:

'US. Army licutenant in Cam-;_ oo . " A
bodia asked Tuesday, as he look-l:aDr;‘s\l;:lg,F{S) ";t:;rﬁg:‘s" s;ti‘: J‘,;,';"é e

. O ,
ed at some captured office equlp-..DRv said the next meeting of

ment. IS just a bunch of tYPe-: y0 t4]ks should be held on May:
: : .1 14, but the U.S. delegate. Philip:
The U.S. and the Cambodiafh, yopiy " refused to say whether.
lregime of puppet Lon Nol con~i\n vy o ™ \would “attend, Habib, | .
firmed carlier reports that sev<' oo ™0 bricl talk with ro orters.
eral thousand Cambodian mcr-"‘ ted ki y P .
cenaries trained by the CIA have! Te::: to::“aw:'%i pr&:‘m:uonst :o o
been integrated into the Lon Nol! shing R atnp oo
"% he alleged had been planned.  ° "

‘armed forces. : _
== .. some tim NI \
The Cambodian mercenaries —-— ‘ ‘..97‘_.“.9,..*_&»‘-:@7-71*-1

“are, called “Khmer Kampuchea .. ... R e S
Krom'* (Cambodians from Lower: ' . "~ R TR B :
Cambodia), or. KKK, The‘KKKLi F e R .
troops are from the Lower Me-;
kong area in South Vietnam. They’ S T A R R A .
were trained by the CIA to man"* PR E B IR SNV FL S }
Speclal Forces .camps in_South, . .7 PRt o ’ TR .
Yietnam. .. . il

4

i
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Vielnamization =~ |

With the recent events in Laos and’

- Cambodia, the question for the Nixon Ad-!
,_,mmlstratlon and the American people is
whether now .is the time to stop talkmg
about Vietnamization a¢ an end-all and !
cure-all for U.S. involvement in Southeast !
' Asia. l
. Vietnamization is’ the promise and|
' hope that the Saigon government of Pres1-
Ldent Thieu is becoming strong enough to
 maintain itself in power. But the questlon
is never answered: Against whom?
Vietnamization 1mp11es that a greeﬂ:q
- majority of the people in Vietnam have .a
' fondness and respect for President Thieu*
| rand his military regime. If that were true,
the 450,000 American troops in Vietnam'
reould start leaving for home today. A
é- If Washington will ever ask itself why!
t .all those Vietnamese people keep struggl-]
ing ‘against the tremendous firepower of!
1 450,000 U.S. soldiers and devastating alr}

1kpowex there will be finally an understand-

v

ling of Vietnam, Laos and Camlpodla as

-areas of civil conflict.

; In Laos, two half-brothers are contest-;
fing for> control of the country while the!
imain fighting force is made up of Meo,

{tribesmen recruited by the Ce_,\_rzg‘g_l_lg;gmg _
igmmxaAﬂﬂnﬁwn v ¥

In Cambodia, the situation is not yet!
.clear. But there are disturbing questions
‘about U.S. involvement and CIA intrigue.-

It is obvious that President Thieu;
‘would profit through the spread of fight-;
ing throughout the former Indo-China
.area. It would mean that withdrawal of
‘U.8. troops would have to be slowed down
‘or even halted.

Certainly the Vietnamization pohcy«
would be made meaningless if President
‘Thieu’s troops become involved in flghtmg 3
‘beyond their own borders.

The -reports are disturbing for - the{
American people who sec their sons sacri-;
ficed at the rate of 100 a week in an Asian|
eivil war 10,000 miles away. . . J

s A B e it
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Clandestine A

[ NY Times Service (e)
{.-WASHINGTON—As the Amer-
tJean-supported clandestine army -
rwent on the attack in Laos
> again, pilots of a flamboyant

sairline called Air America took

I‘jto the skics once again to
i move its troops, provide its sup-
!ﬂiphes and evacuate its wounded.
t

ter company that,

isidered to be the-servant of the
‘United States Central Intelli-

i
ai_rcraft, Air America performs .
i diverse missions . across . East. .
© Asia from Korea to Indonesia. T
. It-is believed to be a major link’
g for the CIA's extensive activi-
~ties throughout Asia.

i Air America parachutes MEO

Ad@m fure-

like the .
' clandestine army, is widely con.
* business ‘as a cover.
: ! America gives ‘he CIA and oth. ‘
1'gence Agéncy. i
With its assorted fleet of 167 -

[ embarrassing. The 1962 Geneva'
| accords, for instance prohibit
‘foreign military aireraft in 1
" Laos but they say nothing about |
civilian planes. The facade also |

e

H

e ———— e B e &

"eaan ‘Who holds a master’s de- 4~ jone s also generally believed 3

irline in Laos Has

gree from the school of busi-
ness administration at - Har- |
vard, Before joining Air Ameri-
ca in 1953 he was the chicf pilot
for Pan American and pioncered }

- avents public attention in coun-{

i'tries such as Japan that are]

UGS , sensitive to the American mili-}
., Alr America is a flight char-

tary presense.

Then too, intelligence services
the world over have always used |.
Air |

er government’ agencies con-|
trolled and secure transport. 0n|
the economic side, commerciali
work enables the company to |
keep its large fleet busy when !
part might be idle. .

THE OUTFIT EXUDES anj

! air of oriental adventure out oft

Milton' Caniff’s comic strip “Ter-

¢ tribesmen and  other
*- agents behind North Vietnamese -
, lines in Laos, trains mechanics |
| for the aviation division of the |
f national police in Thailand, ]
-!hauls American aid cargo for :

the Agency for International De- |
“velopment in South Vietnam, |
:ferries United States Air Force
imen from - Okinawa to Japan ¢

gand South Korea, and dis- |
.patches intelligence flights.

] from Taiwan along the coast of }

r' ‘Communist China. -

| THE COMPANY ALSO trans-
;\ N ’
# ports helicopters from France,
é: and Italy for assembly in South~.,
_east Asia, flies prospectors look-,
‘ ing for copper and geologists
K gearching for oil in Indoncsia,
;" and provides pilots for commer+
" cial airlines such as Air Viet-
\ nam and Thai Airways and for
' China Airlines, which -is on
- Taiwan. {
. Air America's civilian .facade
»permits the United States to do
,-things that would otherwise be

v impossible or, at least politically

Approved For Rel

secret }

' dedication, and duty. They take |

i jungles, not to be seen again.

ry and the Pirates.” It has the
“flamboyance of the late Lt. Gen,
Claire L. Chennault’s wartime
Flying Tigers, from which it is
" descended. Working for Air
America demands the resource-
ful skill of the busy pilots who
who have explored the un-
known reaches of Northern Can-
ada, the South American high-
' lands and Africa. i

" Those who -have seen Air|
America’s pilots on the job in
Asia say they have a sense of

more than routine risks and
some have gone down in Asian
Most of the company’s aircraft
llike those of regular airlines,
tearry its name, though some are
| unmarked, The fleet includes
long-haul jets, the C46 and C47
propeller craft that were the |
| workhorses of World War II
| A variety of helicopters and the |
latest in single-engine and twin-
' engine utility planes. Alr Ameri-
. ca also borrows Air France
'\, planes. R |
';”:T"“ﬁ{E LINE’'S headquarters in |
Washington -looks much like the
offices of other medium-size busi-
nesses—conservatively drcsscd‘
“executlves, miniskirted secretar-
ies, bits of Asian art of the walls, |
a reddish-orange carpet to lend

aseu2001408/04 :

“America is George A. Doole
- low-key 60-year-old business-|

. 42 more, It employs about 4,700
" people, some 400 of them pilots,

- and Laos.

Doole Jr., |

transatlantic air routes before A
World War 11 o
In Asia the general man-
ager is Hugh L. Grundy, 55.
who is described by acquaint-
ances as a quict, shy man. He
too is an alumnus of Pan Ameri-
can, having bcen an engineer |
with the line before the war and °
then having served in China. His
headquarters is in Taipei, Tai-

wan, T
THE CIA EVIDENTLY has av
. least two channels into Air

America—one through the hold-.
ing company atop the corporale
structure of Air America and its
affiliates,
charter arrangements under the |
guide of contracts with AID..
Gleanings from those contracts,

which have been made available {

to the New York Times, -show
the extent of the operations.

The CIA declines to comment
on this subject, and AID offi-"
cials refuse to discuss- intelli-
gence operations.

THE PACIFIC corporation |

owns 100 per cent of Air Ameri-
ca, which is also a ‘Delaware
corporation founded in 1850, The
line owns 125 aircraft and leases

and has bases in Okinawa, Tai-
wan, South Vietnam, Thailand

Air America, in turn owns 99
per cent of Air Asia, which was
set up on Taiwan in 1955, Air-

Flavorof CIA |

the other, through {

U

+ to have been financed and op- -
-erated by the CIA in recent.;
_years. Air America took over -

CAT in 1950, g

WHEN THE CIIINESE nation-
alists wanted to establish a Chi-
nese-run airline, CAT had to get
.out of the passenger business. .
Most of its other, operations have-:
since been absorbed by Air

. America but it still flies some
special missions.

There is also a separate. op~
erating division of Air America
known as Pacific Engineering.
ts functions are obscure.

“We're all one family,” Doole -
said. .“You can’t tell one from-
the ot-ﬁer. We tie them together -
with contracts and don't even
keep. separate books except for
tax purposes.” :

A glance at the boards of di-
rectors of the companies bears
out the point, Most of the
boards, which are made up of
reputable businessmen, overlap.'”:

Samuel A. Walker, chairman*!
of the Pacific Corp. is a man- *
aging partner of Joseph Walk- -
.er & Sons, a New York bank- *|
ing house, He is also a- director
of Air America. i

The chairman of Air America ‘!
and Air Asia is Adm. Felix B. 3
Stump, who was commander-in- {

M it e e

s
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4 chief of United States forces in i

the Pacific from 1053 to 1959, /
Doole holds the titles of presi- 3
dent of the Pacific Corp. and |
- chief executive of Air America |
and Air Asia, C

A. Read and Arthur B. Rich-

ROBERT G. GOELET, William i
ardson are directors of all three

Asia claims the finest- aireraft
maintenance and repair facility
in Asia, Taiwan. _ =
In addition, the Pacific Corp.
owns 40 per cent. of Civil Air
Transport, incorporated under
Chinese Nationalist law on Tai-

sive holdings in New York real
estate. Read is a retired mem-"
ber of the investment house of ¥ -
Dillon, Read & Co., and Rich- 1
ardson was formerly president ?
of Chesebrouigh-Pond’s. g

. companics, Goclet has exten-%
‘.1

.

wan. It was founded in 1946 by
Chennault, the United States air
commander in China during
World War II who dicd in 1958,
and was manned by many of
the pilots who had flown
with the Flying Tigers against
Japan during the war.

The chief exccutive ofqlh+mpmhdf§nﬁhw7élé

as a regular airline as well as. :

carrying . out _ clandestine is-

Pt S

Air America's greatest. assets
are its pilots, mostly Americans
{ .but including some Chinese and
i Thais.

-~ *“We hire the same pilots that 3
tPan American and United '}
| hire,”” Doole sald, “except that .
| ours are & bit more experi- ?
{ enced.” - oo
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EDITORIALS

' More Flimglam

The President’s address on the Vietnamesé War

. was more of the same—evasive, misleading, blandly
© dishonest—a pitchman’s cffort. Yet, with few excep-

tions, it reccived a good press. It may be that

" this is the kind of pap the people wish to hear—or

“the kind that the media now fcel obliged to endorse.

If so, the country is in for a worse time than even
pessimistic prognosticators have envisioned.
The speech purported to promise a withdrawal of

: 150,000 men over a period of one year, but this was
. made conditional on the good behavior of the Viet-

cong and the North Vietnamese, and on Mr. Nixon’s
interpretation of his duty as Commander in Chief to

safeguard the troops. If 150,000 effectives are actu-

ally brought home during the next year, the rate of
withdrawal will be about the same as in the earlier
reductions, which were on a shorter timetable. The
extended timetable may be a compromise between

General Abrams’ reported request for a six-month |
suspension of withdrawals (the Joint Chiefs are said
. to have asked for only a two-month suspension) and
the President's need to convince the public that the

boys are streaming home in great numbers. One
hundred and fifty thousand is a good round figure to
toss about on TV and radio, but it commits Mr, Nixon
to nothing. : '

The President likewise ducked any commitments,
or even informative discussion on Laos and Cam-

. bodia. However, he repeated his threat to take

“strong and effective measures’ against North Viet-
nam should Hanoi increase military action in South

Norodom -Sihanouk, the situation in Cambodia has
radically changed. The rightists who seized power
have attempted to oust the approximately 40,000

North Vietnamese from their Cambodian sanctuary.

~ These efforts, ineffectual so far, were performed in

concert with American blocking forces on the South

Vietnam side, attacks by American gunships from
across the border, and the invasion of Cambodia by
South Vietnamese units. North Vietnamese resist-
ance can be construed, at Mr, Nixon’s pleasure, as an

_ enlargement of the war, and ground for ‘‘strong

and effective measures.” Even if he does not resort
to a resumption. of bombing in North Vietnam, he

. can thus excuse a postponement of withdrawals of

our forces from South Vietnam.
" Mr. Nixon painted the standard picture of a wicked

* enemy who refused to meet us halfway when we

. stopped bombing North Vietnam, and who now re-

. fuses to match our troop withdrawals with with-
: drawals of his own. He says nothing, however, about

have been conducting at the rate of some 18,000
sorties a month. The wicked enemy has sent his
troops into ‘Laos, in collaboration with the Pathot

R

STATINTL

| America, ctc., but on our violation of the Geneva
~Accord of 1962 Mr. Nixon is silent.

Vs

{

| He told the radio-TV audience that Vietnamizat'ion?
i was working, and that progress was likewise being:
| made in pacification. Both claims are contradicted

\ by informed journalists such as James McCartney,
| the American reporter whose column appears in
Lthie Toronto Star, among other papers. McCartney
I'casts doubt on the efficacy of Vietnamization and

same numbers as two years ago. e said that U.S.
officials, measuring everything by computer and
| statistics, are capable of fooling themselves as well
l-as the American public. Writing from Saigon, Evans
vand Novak describe the ruinous inflation in South

says that the enemy is present in substantially the

‘Vietnam, with the price.of rice rising 60 per cent
during the past year, and quote a high government -

-official as saying that if South Vietnam cannot get
its economic house in order, “it is a sick society that
1 no number of M-16 rifles can cure.”

‘Senator Symington has succeeded in prying out of
'the State Department, shows that the Pentagon and
“whatever administration is in power (whether John-
-son or Nixon makes no appreciable difference) is
- capable not only of waging undeclared wars but also
‘undisclosed wars. We know that this has happened in

-Laos; it'may happen in the future in Cambodia, un--

iless the media should prove less compliant there
lthan in Laos. If the State Department could be forced

i omitted from'the report publicized by Mr. Syming-

.ton, it would be some protection against a repetition -

in Cambodia. Mr. Nixon gave no such assurance.

peripheral suggestion that a political settlement

should reflect the existing relationship of political

forces within South Vietnam. This was contradicted,
‘however, by the President’s insistence that the will
of the South Vietnamese people is what the Thieu
government says it is. He keeps repeating that the
South Vietnamese people must be allowed to deter-

The omission of' Laos and Cambodia from the’
| President’s speech, and the incomplete report that®

Vietnam, Laos or Cambodia. Since the overthrow of b disgorge the information about Laos that was.

The only hopeful element in the speech was a

mine their future without outside interference. That
_the installation and maintenance of the Thieu govern-

* ment is outside interference he refuses to recognize.
| His efforts to persuade the American people of his
' good intentions are all at this level of duplicity.

. Anyone who is taken in by such tergiversation must

be a willing victim—but isn’t that the principle on

which Mr. Nixon has always operated? . -

; the stepped-up American bombing in Laos which we °

Lao. Sp ey el f@}fr«%ﬁeé&@%o“ﬁd&?& %IA\-/RDP80-O1 601R000700030001-4
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By Rowland Evans
arid Robert Novak

. VIENTIANE — THE reli-
anco by the United Stateson’
Prince Souvanna Phouma, sly .
-and skillful prime minister of .
Laos, to prevent total deterio-
:ration here was shown by a
nbackstage political eplsode .

[ sx T
T

o

durlng the peak of the Com--

lmunist offensive in March.
* With invading North Vlet-

3 MAY 1970

- .. The ‘Cool’ Prince
*f. Laotlan Premlcr Sidesteps Political Trap .
N Set by Pathet Lao to End U.S. Presence

" The .indlspensabxhty of the

"structure in a war that is
vital to the US. overall in-
terest in Indochina.. Any
other Lao in power could
upset the precarious halance
. of political forces to the ben-
1 efit of the Communists.

l SOUVANNA'S VALUE was
: demonstrated during the
period when the ‘rightists”
. were ploiting against him a
few weeks ago. With North
t Vietnamese bearing down on

' 69-year-old prince reveals thef
frd;uhty of the Lao polxtlc'\l‘

namese troops nearing thls Gen., Vang Pao's base at
worrled capital city, a star- Long Tieng, the Communist
‘tling (and quite accurate) re. 'Pathet Lao came up with a

i
thermore,
Jected additional seats for the *

ernment.

vong,

Lao, as utterly without power

are made for them by Hanol.

States supports him, the

pipe-smoking old prince ean |

he aimllarly re— 4

. Souvanna is without {llu- !
sions about the Pathet Lao. |
He viewd Prince Souphanou- 7 - .
his half-brother and.

longtime chief of the Pathet -

to make decisions becausae -
the Pathet Lao's decisions

As long as the United |

'S

‘I

Pathet Lao in the country’s g
non-functioning coaution gove' s

R

PPN~

s

=

be expected to talk softly and .© -

- was that,

, complete
1 1861 when a coup tempotarily!
i replaced Souvanna with al.
supported by}
~Phouml and aided covertly

"only hope to hom aff

Vietnamege SUFvaY For

port circulated through Vi-
entiane: Gen. Phoum! Nosa-

van, the “rightist” leader,

was returning from hls long
exile in Bangkok. That could

mean only one thing: “righ-
tist” generals were plotting a

coup to substitute Phoumi
for ‘“neutralist” Souvanna
Phouma.

/ The coup was stopped be-
-{ore it started. The “rightist”
;plotters were flatly informed
that the United States could
"not tolerate Souvanna's
rouster, Since the United
-States picks up half . this
country's budget and is cssen-
,tial to armed resistance
“against the Communists, that
“Rightists” who
~had been  babbling . about

;Phoumi on one day were at-
tributing the talk to some-
. .body clse the next day.

This American sponsorshlp
for Souvanna represents a
turnabout since

government

by U.S. military and intelli-
“gence officers. In the subse.
quent turbulent decade, the
lingering "rightist” and “neu-

tralist” labels have Jlost all

-meaning. Souvanna has be-
come tho best, perhaps the
North

clever ploy, They demanded
total expulsion’ of the U.S.
military presence here and
.the bombing of the Ho Chi
‘Minh trail in southern Laos
ended, but offered deceptive-
ly easy terms {o the Lao gov-
-ernment as preconditions for

negotiations. “
A good many Lao poll-'

and gives the United States a

Chl Minh trail, . -
o mo. Pubnlhou-xdl pmdlub

AN ’G e 0 i

concede nothing important to-
the Communists, This forces
' Hanol to keep four combat
divisions of North Vietnam- .
ese troops tied down in Laos

legal right to bomb. the I-Io;,-

ticians, “rightists” and neu- -
tralists” alike, were eager to, .

step into the trap. Some may| ~
have been panicked by highly

undiplomatic ‘maneuvers
< from Viktor Menin, Soviet
ambassador to Laos. Menin

this - might be the
. chance” to negotiate. The im-
plication: If the Pathet Lao
offer were not pounced upon,
North, Vietnamese troops
could force a military . solu-
tion.

Souvanna. kept cool He re.
(. plied 'to the Communist
proposal with a masterpiece
of doubletalk, In fact, he.:
realizes fully that withdrawal

.of U.S, help would Insure his ?
. eyentual replacement, sooner *
rather than later, by a Com-
munist dictatorship.

In an interview at his vmn

tald us there would be no ne-

“agree to thelr precondition ot
. B3} .end namblnz. Fur-

wsrned prominent Laos that:
“lasty

here which doubles as the |
prime mlnister's office, he’ i

i

.l
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o . .
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Charge Nixon

|
S

seople and conslitution

NEW YORK,Méy 1—The -, costs of the escalating war in . tar)‘".mean‘s.t.ﬂavu:gt:‘alled tfo force“--i _ R

following _statement con-" 2u e o families. Run- _ SuCh @ solution a1 B 0 Ciela, = STATINTL

. 27" away prices and taxes wm.m..«,.table or in fact on the battlefietd, ~- . S IAINIE

- demnlng U'S' aggress‘on » crease h'“-lher. ; Paychccks and i it has Squght to exhaust. the Viet- L AR oo

- |- against Cambodia was is- ' contract settlements will be cut, l'.pam'es'e.ma“'raro{ attrition. .

sued today on behalf of the . ';ven as u[nc.-mpl;‘xyn‘mn:l gr_(t)w‘s.‘-;;l.,ho/l\“ ;f;ggartgﬁﬁdc:tfh eoﬁzz?at}%:c:; .

i i . , "+ Programs for schools, ospitals, ¢ ; he wo .
T gsrtrllomnﬁ:\igt? }T;‘t‘ttﬁe ;;n?:..v,.weuare, ete. will suffer even -:',-fthe Nixon Administration to try , »
L ! y by S sharper slashes. - ©{ to_achieve the same results by~ 't T |
-'l.Ja.CkSOI'I, mternatlonal af Jingoism, racism and repres- scaling down U.S. ground forces, ; - ) _ :

:fairs secretary, and Daniel sion will be further stimulated. - With- puppet troops increasingly . :

i,« Rubin, national organiza-';; In our country where racism has = Ataking over the ground fighting *:

t-‘ tional secretary: L - been the main tool of reaction for ',..:.'Md gasualtlgs. The .a'.'.eﬂ(;Pt :15 to N
In launching his criminal ‘ag- * g0 long, it is not possible for Pres- /. deceive p‘;bhc °pi"l'°“ and reduce ..
-gression against Cambodia follow-+ ident Nixon to’rattle the saber -‘,,‘h“:‘\mass Vf P‘;‘P“ ar OPF;OSI!\O“-

ing the bombardment of‘ Laos, - ingoistically in justifying the ';_‘;'W ‘eP“l’SUl[\Et esagxe ﬂde-[ 0 L

* President Nixon Is violating the . slaughter of darker peoples in +f S“chda policy was houf ‘:" alh.
\ Constitution of the United States - Southeast. Asla, treating them a5 for 1t oczr&. rﬁ:olgmze t al:'l O
LM% defying the expressed Wil mere pawns of U.S. imperialism, " Thieus l‘“‘ {‘ ols can ;C ieve - .

: ‘ of the Américan people. He Is vio- ~ without promoting racism  at 5-)“{: stable pop: ar support e‘caaxsse ¥

O - 1 jating Cambodia’s sovereign home. ' Ly they se?ve the dmterests °[ home

rights and is recklessly gambling - It was no. accident that at ?he imperla 's"“ an ..“\?-l those.o t. e'.': -

{ with moving to a world nuclear moment U.S. troops were being ., own ‘[‘Jeopfe. b lt::gnamlzal‘lon 4}

! war. He tries to cover up the deed “sent into Camb_odia, other federal ' _,:as. t ;re orfe..l ol ll:nmora a: ,'
R ‘l and‘the danger by a series of lies . troops were being sent to Connec- -~ comel Wl El_‘"f | ECﬂusth e
: ! and false promises. That disas.© ticut. They were sent there to Provisional Revolutionary (‘w- ;

“ 1" trous course must be reversed. *’Intimidate and - provoke a mass | ernment represents ;he po;()ju ;r .

" The most massive and milil,ant"""m“y opposing a repression which .-'|w“.l for natlopal freedom an the =~ -

i y millions of our peo- . has especially singled out the Thieu-Ky regime 13 nothing buta‘ 3 ‘/

T must be mounted o the new . Black Panther Party and the black . fascist, dictatorial creature ob: %
P » | community for victimization. ' -the CIA. :

| eriminal expansion of aggression - Z - owietnamization® immediately | e
‘i in Cambodia. Th © Such a course requires Presi- - \ PR

e e e

i
!
"{ response b

e mask has been . . 1 X
A .dent Nixon to couple his announce- " required military buttressing of |.
removed. The policy pursued bY o one ¢ expanded aggression with . the Thieu clique to have any hope

‘ H
. N * - o N ‘| o
k 1;?0:\0[nsth;hirss:lu222‘:;;2??“ threats not only to university stu- “of success. These steps included ,
: . dent.
‘.».
}

P

sk nam, Laos and now Cambodia.. s but even to the Senate and : stepped up bombing in South Viet-
' *". Supreme Cour

t. It requires lying: . nam, Inc!-eas.ed bombing and mil- 4, © ..
f:’:o\:ﬁr :Z :{al,f‘;i'a'fﬁ";ﬁ‘:,pﬂ?gz; ‘about’ ‘U.S. involvement to the” itary action in qusCandbg{\;_: ClA- \/
¢ units have invaded Cambodia to-; country in the TV speech ten days ~...engmlee;mgcclzxup.m gmc ‘1’0‘1- I T S
| gether with Saigon puppet troops. | before and to the Senate two days - s it S dia e
The inevitable result will be in-| before the April 30 announcement... rapidly suffered the same 1a%a’ . ... .. - :
-t requires acting contrary both |.weakness. The Lon Nol regime,a ., ° . .- !

]
| S T T e S LY
* threat to world peace. To the " pressed in actions and polis and to .; support and was rapidiy colupRiZE -

% 325,000 admitted U.S. casualties . the opinion of Congress and, there- - pefore the wrath of the Cambodian .=~ . 7

v o, i

R

‘ : les. A new crisis then con-

. ' will be added new th by, violating fundamental princi- peop W C .
; lhle st:pped-up war. 'l(‘)t‘::mtl:li K; ples of the Constitution he has . “omfd the military Rreparauons :
" Vietnamese, and now Cambodians . sworn to uphold. ' . for “Vietnamizatioh the next.

X . ¥ S - . ¥logical step in its pursuit is being
, and Laotians, predominantly non- ;. ® . “taken, military action to save the .

- combatant women and children, . The new aggression arises out-"’ Lon Nol puppets.

. . lIs of genocidal proportions, Song . of a crisis in the policy of so-called . President Nixon acknowledged o

-7 My'swillincrease - ' .',‘_."Vietnamization." U.S. ruling* that the military support had tobe ' - Sl
I the U.S. the mass of workers, - imperialist circles have sought to I'US. forces and Saigon puppet & . S

) particularly black, Chicano and maintain control of SouthVietnamk ase L

] ‘ﬂlﬂp
, Puerto Rican, will pay quhgnyyﬁ.__thlqh can only be_done by mili 'm““"g"ml could mus:.

S,

w
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Nixon blocks the only peace ‘plan

Uy VOM FOLBY , Nixon has heen able to muster Bl Ix pow insisting that the bomb-.
The  American  prople  were ¥, what little support he has for his-., Ing cannot be halted.

" never asked beforehand whether . so-called ‘'Vietnamization” pro-. % The Pentagon and the U.S. mil- 1

.

' they wanted to get involved in . gram, because he promised it ¢ iary command in Saigon both.

‘

L)

"Victnam. They were presenled *" would get the U.S. out and bring ~“.have argued that they can “win" :

_with an accomplished fact. Bla- , the troops home from Vietnam. “\in South Vietnam within a year if©
tant fraud. was used to get the . Yet it is clear today -that those ':they go into Cambodia, As a re-. .~ ¢

. Congress to agree to the Tonkin, |  who were misled at first by “Viet- :_sult, “Vietnamization as a mili-

4¥ Gulf Resolution, which was then-#-namization' are growing increas- ‘% tary solution has come to mean

¢ felt like doing. .
% The Tonkin Gulf Resolution has
1 now been repudiated by Congress, ' Ignore the Ten:Point Peace Plan . to prevent thousands more Amer-}

! stretched to the breaking point i+ ingly unliappy aboutit. .~ " gpreading the Vietnam war all
“to cover anything the Pentagon't’ “Vietnamization" is a military .". over Southeast Asia.

-, program, not a political one. It :: The peace movement in the

" means that Nixon will continue to ;"_:.U.S. has got to get busy in order

i..and most strongly of all by the - made public by the new Proisional +ican Gls from dying in senseless’

" | Fulbright. 1 think few observers

-{/man who got it through in the . Revolutionary Government . of _ battles in Vietnam, Cambodia -a‘l_ !

““first place — -Sen. J. William “"South Vietnam in the Paris peace . and Laos. It must insist that the
atalks last May 8, although in real- '-;,'-only solution to the war is a poli-

. “would disagree with the ptate-'-frj;‘lty this plan Is the only way of end- . tical .one which recognizes the
ment-that the American people, T ing the war. ; ‘points put forward in South Viet-

..are heartily sick. of this war to-5.: What Nixon and other members +' nam'’s Provisional Revolutionary
day, and would do almost any-}.-of his administration most of ', Government's peace plan almost
yidai \

:

et J

2 all would like to see In South Viet- -, a year ago, which: the Nixon .
" mam is a *‘solution’* based on the " administration has -_v_",’,‘di“& E

. R

IR

R ST

w i,

'tj\South Korean mindel: a'. CIA-:i:eversince,
’"backed military dictatorship, sup- JYzurion
./ ported by Asian troops used ass
. |+, cannon fodder pure and simple. - ;‘
k' No matter who does the fight-

:ing. the Pentagon is clearly com-
" milted to “winning” a military { -
" victory in Vietnam and is in fact; .
{".responsible for spreading the war]
T {* with much greater intensity than? - *
o : ("ever before into Laos-and Cam-% "

o : h bodia. It: was the’ Pentagon: .
“which insisted on stepping up thel’ .
| bombing of Laos in conjunction.
t'with the ClA-directed assauit ont.
thé Lao Patriotic Front last fall;)
. . P e i '

—
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dThe plot to push - Il
war into Cambodid’

}' : L STATINTL
.5 By WILFRED BURCHETT R R
! S C e Special for Prensa Latina ' . RN TN
;’ . PARIS — Norodom Sihanouk’s concept of Cambodian neutrality — which has kept: T

| Cambodia neutral, independent and relatively peaceful while war raged on the other side |

of her frontier — has fallen victim to Nixon's ““Vietnamization" policy. - . ... . S

" “Sihanouk’s concepl of neutral-" tion government. and an inde-( class trading community which'l, e
:

ity was based on opposition to pendent neutral South Vietnam,| Prince Sirik Matak is said to |-.
“U.S. imperialism," friendship to- Sihanouk's- position would have| represent, was to try and secure !
wards the - countries of social- . been unassailable and the right-{ a big slice of a potential dollar |
.ism, 'good neighborly relations ists would not have dared emerge; pie, But even when the US. {- -
iwith the Peoples Revolutionary , from their holes. There would: embassy was reopened the ex- |
Government of South Vietnam. --have been immediate prospects{ pected offers of dollar aid fail- l
“and the Democratic Republic of ~“for a neutralist block: of statesiied to materialize’ while attacks i
Vietnam. . i including South Vietnam, Laosillon the frontier villages, includ-
Nixon's insistence on continu-.. and Cambodia for a start and: jng chemical war against the
ing the war in South Vietnam .. probably Thailand fairly soon. -ruybber plantations, was intensi-
by other means is “Vietnami- - This bloc would represent No ‘fied, : - . :
“zation” and of striving to main- :* threat to legitimate westérn in- % “pegple think we're getting the . .
‘tain in power Indefinitely the . lerests. ' _ "big stick and, carrot treatment,” |*. .~ e
corrupt fascist regime of Thieu-' Sihanouk's policies would have{ one top official told me in Ph-2! . .
'Khiem-Ky encouraged right-wing - heen vindicated; he would have.'nom Penh in February. “In fact |
" elements in Cambodia to try and "~ been honored by. his people as iwe're only getting the 'blg stick.
O jreverse the trend of Sihanouk’s ' the leader whose stubborn "de-"'"No'sign of the carrot.”
1 policies and place Cambodia in -, fence of Cambodia’s independence' The inference "was  clear:
:the U.S. camp. . - . and neutrality, kept-the country ' “Show your change of hearts b)".
: [ was no accident ‘that the . out of the war. But US. Im- goncrete acts” was the message
.sacking of the Democratic Re- | perialism Is not interested in. washington was flashing.
public of Vietnam ‘and the Pro-terr = - —w—— "1t is In this context that the
. ~Visiona] Revomuonary Govern- j ’HEU'.I'H“S'. prince. Under his lead- Vietnam embassies and the sub-
ment embassies in Phnom Penh | ership, the Cambodian govern- oo ont removal of Sihanouk must
took place 24 hours after Siha-7". menthad: - ' v poquet i -
{ P r 40 : : be seen. The presence of Viet- ' .
| nouk had announced that DRV | ; 1) Closed down a U.S. mill- pom troops in the border areas’
! i 1 “tary - mission when it was dis- pS : !
Premier Pham Van Dong would Y as dis yac of incidental importance

covered that mission members onyy The timing and sequence | m

e ol i

CLae

1
i
!
i. AUEE
!
i

.
3
1
:
g
} el
i

| be visiting Cambodia during the}.. 0 oo | :
month of May and on the very | Were involved in a p ot to over-’ i
iievez of Sihanouk’s departure for | throw and assassinate Sihanouk.: Qfs'f::::gl{‘" a::g “:;fedg:nbodian- .
. Moscow and Peking. C . 2) Cut off US. military aid geq51e know full well that any ;-
Envied Saigon boodlers 1; when it became clear this could:,% P b
vaee s WA North Vietnamese or NLF troops | .
The rightists could not bear{;not be used in defense against|;, {he border areas are there , -
the thought of aid from the so- [ Thailand and the Saigon regime] yiihout hostile intent as far as | o
cialist countries. All their hopes {:: which represented the only mill-| ~,onodia is concerned. They |
.| were based on the Yankee dol-'.j.‘.;'ﬂr)’ threats for Cambodia. ' weré there fighting the common | 17
lar. i w3 Took the extraordinary |y, cay to both peoples—a hostile * - = =~ .
Elements within the upper ,A.DC“OH of being the firsy coun- Saigon regime with avowedly R I N o
strata of the armed forces eyed | . try to halt US, economic aid | oo gansionisl olicles towards P e
with envy their opposite num- . when it became- clear this wa"‘.CaI:nbodia and pme US.A. obses- | .
vbers in South Vietnam stufling .. being used to strangle the coun- '\ oq |iyjth the idea of filling the| 1 5 -
| their pockets and foreign bank ' ¥ s economic development. Asower vacuum™ caused by the | 7 Yol
1 accounts with U.S. dollars. Right v 4) Took ‘no action when the’ dz arture of the French. ‘y. N
{ wing elements among the bour-:: US. embassy. in Phnom Penh: \ lp“’ ot the North Vietnam or |
. geoisie wanted an end to- na-. — S : : — —
! tionalization of the banks, of im-: cLen
| port-export companies and dream-*
O ied of the rake-off from dollar § .-
| aid which they hoped would’| "
_come pouring in once diploma- ! =
! fic relations with the USA were . - . .
- restored last June. SR
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tiating political settlement in{
-eouth Vietnam based on a coali- | ‘ *
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EDITOR OF THE PRESS: While .
4President Nixon placates public opinion
" with promising rhetoric about the ill-fat-
: “Vietnamization” program, he is
%:ollshly commitling the U.S. to the
Second War of Indochina. Secret.Hg)
operatlons in Cambodia and Laos

' 3 - -expanded into covert military entanglok .

. ments, And, contrary to overly-optimis
tic reports, 'the' U.S. is becoming further’
enmeshed in & disastrous war no one

e

r Sees U. S on I'amlhar Road ‘
i To Second V1e£nam War

1
¢

Until the U.S. adopts a more reahstlc
and flexible foreign policy there seems ;
little hope of abandoning the costly role !

“of world policeman, The 440 U.S. mili-
tary bases on foreign soil will be jum

ping-off points for future Vietnams, And’
a reordering of national prioritics,’
beginning with reduction in military ;
spending, will remain just a lingering'y .
"dream humanists and ecologists discuss.. "

. President Nixon's escalation of thei -
Second War of Indochina illustrates that

i’wants
" to fight in the jungles for $1,000 a week.

- }milltary sld to the,right-wing Cambodi:

- ;; of Meo general Vang Pao, in the Plain ofg ‘

_-}# Thailand, South Vietnam and on carriers- ]

!", sorties a day, 24 hours a day, although ¢

R W .--nbo A-»-vm‘,a

[ “: there has been no significant change in’j '
LT Our combat troops have penetrated N‘ U.S. foreign policy since 1954, when he:j
‘Cambodia repeatedly, while the CIA Y i.advocated direct American myolvement LR

searches for soldiers-of-fortune willing . 3 “in the onginal war of Indochina, .~
R THOMAS MINN grcxrﬂg

Amerlcan aircraft are dropping napalm | wﬁLW'L.mm
z ‘on Cambodians, and artillery continually

* pounds the countrysnde In addition, the 4 -
[ -Nixon administration has agreed to send 4§

;-an government, .,r{

k., Thousands of CIA-sponsored “advis-f} =~
k ers” are directing the clandestine army|’

i Jars, Laos. During the past year, Nixon
“has escalated the air war over Laos to} -
‘a greater intensity than it once was over‘
"-North- Vietnam. U.S. aircraft based in

-in the Gulf of Tonkin fly more than 500“

i

}+ bombing is only marginally elfective at.;
l best—perhaps counter-productlve (as ‘it ]
was over North Vietnam).” - : -),

5 The mistaken policies in Southeast
“Asna are tragic symptoms of a bankrupt!y -
X . foreign policy based upon')1 blind con-
I tainment of Communism, 2) expanding !
' ‘forexgn investment, and . 3) mlhtary
 intervention. Instability is automatncnl.. '
Iy, responded to mimarlly. . ‘, '
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Cambodia Reaction
Amer-“,! '
oops into Cambodia this weck was’ far differelnt'ﬁ

s

F*‘.Congressional opposition to the entrance of

m.the favorable response madé to thé Gulf of Ton-}

n-story which put U.S, troops in-South Vietnam.

i+ Senators and House members alike were strong inj

- | their repudiation of the dccision by President Nixon to -

% ;%_sm.d;'military units into Cambodia. Support for the de-]
,-,cisimi;was numerically small and comparatively weak./

) ﬁ? . Public reaction to the spread ‘of the war was prac-)

 Tdicklly instantaneous. Telegraph offices were beseiged.;
There were calls to Gazette workers, asking where tol '
=wend letters and telegrams of protest. P _ 1

F A L T . ] -
b Appearance of the President on television last: -

‘pight will not, we feel, have the same effect on Ameri-! .
Means as the words of President Johnson did after Ton-!
- PRin"Guif, when the full effects of the action he planned -
o c‘t‘)}gd_‘mt be foreseen, o 1
-ipWhere promises. were made during the campaigni
tnsget. American troops out of Vietnam, and where a' -
“‘withdrawal program was initiated, hope had been|
ralsed that U.S: participation in-the-war was closing. ~ {

;" We must now ask about the role of- the, Central§ |
* VIntelligence Agency in these Southeast Asia develop-j -
., 'ments. " Until a few weeks ago, Cambodian neutrality,?
‘however shaky, had been maintained. Then Princej '
Sihanouk, its ruler, was deposed in a coup, and the warg
immediatcly . escalated, The CIA has been functioning! "
i ‘Cambodia and Laos for ‘some time. Questions should? .
be asked about its activities by Congressmen, like ourd ..
' Yown Rep. Michael J. Harrington, who oppose the!
Ebroadening of the fighting, . %~ "'~ Ceee A

By

d by Hafx‘ingtpﬁ.i ap-.
Irggain its vrql,e_i
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O .U.S. Penny Pinching in Laotian War =

’
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Is Too Fine to Stop Red Offensive -

{ VIENTIANE, Laos — A~
5,000man increase in the .
‘hard-pressed Royal Lao
army_is being blocked be.
‘cause. the war in Laos,
'though vital to the enor-

;mous U.S, commitment in’
iVietnam, Is financed on a
pinchpenny basis hy Wash-
ington. /

The 5,000 new soldiers, on

Eva

man Royval army and 40,000 the shoestring Ame rican,
irregulars, are needed tolpudget in Laos — less than,
cope with the greally esca- £500 milllon a year_makes‘
lated Invading army of near-'{¢ operation a meodel  in
(1y_70,000 North Vietnamese! cost effectiveness. For 'ex-;
-(plus incffective Pathet Lao, ample, the 40,000 irregularsi
“Communist guerrillas, vari< (including Gen. Vang P.ao’s|
. ously’estimated between 20,5 Meo guerrillas) are advised.
1 000 and 50,000). But so great by fewer than 250 operatives)
iare Washington pressures to of the Central Intelligence
-hold down spending in Laos Agency, = 1
that chances are Uncle Sam  Moie important, .Laos.

won't-produce the money. ' demonstrates that the U.S..

R

- ... Novak: ¢ |
top of the .present 55.0064""Considering tnése stakes,:

military spending in VietJon adminlstration envisions

nam is stunning.

: ) ‘Laos as part of the same
~ALL THAT HAS really war will determine the ulti-
kept the Lao army in the mate outcome here. Having
fight has been airpower, es- ynsuccessfully attempted a
pecially bombing strikes ¢overt operation in Laos,
flown hy' Americans. But waghington now ' confronts
: this too is a hand-me-down the need for greater spends
affair, Requests from U.S..ing here just as political
officials here for bombing‘prcssures .at home are rund

runs ave handled by Gen. ping in the osite direce
Creighton Abrams in Sai-ruo,f ¢ ppRosie &l

. RV
gon, who naturally gives the ;; © 3970, Publishers-Hell 8ygdicste §
Vietnam war priority. Ac-. T e A
cordingly, when a recent
Communist .truck convoy
was spotted heading toward’
"Vang Pao’s embattled base'
‘at Long Tieng and an air
strike. was* requested, no.
lanes were made available,
he chance was lost, It wag ~ = . ")
not the first such lost op- =, . © .o
portunity., - ' oo e
Actually, there- are incipi-
ent signs of self-sufficiency

Vietnam, Cambodlia and

St

3}

s .
* Voo

'

The  problem is by no can effectively fight -Com- “Vietnamese' assault .on Pak-
-\ means limited to troops. :munist insurgency without; sane last week was repelled

" US. ‘officials, slowly losing gending nine U.S. army divi~ .py Lao troops and Lao air-
ground against the

by the Lao army. A Northr . 7. -'.:f'

North. gions into baltle. No con-
'Vietnamese invaders, must . geript U.S. soldier has been.
coax and tease for weapons, killed in Laos: The Amer-
aircraft, and other equip- jeans taking the risk herei

.ment. What's worse, with . “CIA ‘profe
the new isolationism run. 8¢ Army and- CIA ‘profe ‘.
Washington may be,

‘ning high in Washington; sionals.
iand the Senate Foreign Re-; But
‘lations Committee's unvell-! drawing the pinchpenny:
iing of the previously covert, -concept too fine to stop the.l
'U.S. operation here, money| Communist offensive in
(available for Laos may be-| northern Laos. Lao forces
jcome. tighter still. are outgunned as well as
Yet, Laos is critical to the, outnumbered, In a pleading
iover-all fate of Indochina. Asi tone, political figures and
*its problems mount in South} generals from Prime Mmis-‘«
Vietnam, North Vietnam has] ter Souvanna Phouma on-
nearly four rerular divisions; down stressed to us the des-

.eraft (dispatched from Vien.
tiane) without a single
merican adviser in the act. R :
obody is calling the Lao I T
goldler a tiger, but there .= --:.' -
has been improvement, Lao ) Cy

troops—at least those with -
‘an M-16-—no longer run at
the sound of Vietnamese
footsteps. o '
< Far into the future, how-
ever, U.S. aid will be essen-
tial, If it ends, the North
Vietnamese would need
barely four months to liqui-
date the war in Laos. Even
‘the present level of U.S. aid

-pinned down In Laos. With-i perate nced for better arms.’ may. be inadequate to ‘pre‘;

out the U.S-financed Laoi Only 21,0000 M-16" rifles ve%flediséljlt;r.recent relaxa-
resistance, Hanoi not only! have been squcezed out of !, = in this pressure was a
" could transfer most of these; ‘Washington, and at least 10,-: move by some North Vietna-
troops to South Vietnam but: 000 more are essential right mese regulars from south.
also might pressure thei now. For budgetary l‘easonsri ern -Laos into Cambodia,
IVientiane government into| Washington has - flatly re-| ‘again demonstrating that:
demanding an end to U.S.':fused to ‘supply the potent. .1y o0 large Indochinese
?,bombing of the Ho Chi Minh' { M-60 machine-gun.;The con-' o . i R

LI S

‘teall.n_gouthern Laos..:yri (treat, vith: profieste.. Ulu i Just How. clearly sheNw! .

e - : o

o} R
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tby L. Fletcher Prouty.

- troops.”

“The hill costumes of the Mco tribes-
men contrasted with the civilian clothes
of United States military mcn riding in
open jeeps and carrying M-16 rifles and
pistols, These young Americans are
mostly ex-Green Berets, hired on CIA
contract to advise and train Laotian
Those matter-of-fact, almost
weary sentences, written late in® Feb-

-7 ruary by T.D. Allman of The Washington .

' been unthinkable.

*.smuggle them out of the country so that

Post after he and two other enterprising
correspondents left a guided tour and
, walked 12 miles over some hills in Laos
' to a secret base at Long Cheng, describe
la situation that today may seem com-
monplace to anyone familiar with
“Amcrican operations overseas, but that
‘no more than 10 years ago would have

© To take a detachment of regular
troops, put its members into disguise,

The Washington Monthly B
Approved For Release 2001/08¥049741A-RDP80-01
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-was strikingly illustratcd not long ago by,
the refusal of the Central Intelligence
Agency to provide witnesses for the
court-martial that was to try eight Green
Beret officers for murdering a suspected
North Vietnamese spy, thus forcmg the
my to drop the charges. ;
The Secret Team consists of security-
cleared individuals in and out of govern-
ment who receive secret intelligence data
gathered by the CIA and the Natiopal
Security Agency and who react to those

‘data when it seems appropriate to them
‘with p.nr.mullt.lry pl.lm and activities,

c.g., training and *‘advising”—a not ex-
actly impenetrable euphemism for “lead-
ing into battle”—Laotian troops. Mem-
bership in the Team, granted on a “nced
to know™ basis, varies with the nature
and the location of the problems that™ -~
come to its attention. At the heart of the
Team,of course, are a handful of top ex-
ecutives of the CIA and of the National
Security Council, most notably the chief!
White House advner on foreign pohcy..

neither the public nor the Congress
knows they have left, and assign them to
.clandestine duties on foreign soil under
the command of a non-military agency
—it is doubtful that anyone would have
dared to suggest taking .such liberties
with the armed forces and foreign rela-
tions of the United States, not to say

- with the Constitution, to any President.

~“whose budget is secret, whose very ldcn-‘

“up to and especially including Dwight D.
Eisenhower. lndccd, the most remark-
able dcvclopmcnt in the management of, ;
Amcrica’s rclations with other countrics:
“during the ninc years since Mr, Emnf
hower left office has becn the assump-|
.tion of more and more control over mili-.,
tary and diplomatic operations abroad .
by men whose activities are secret,

tities as often as not are secret—in short

- a Secrct Team whose actions only those

implicated in them are in a position to
monitor. How determinedly this secrecy,
is preserved, even when preserving it .
means denying the United States Armyl
‘the right to discipline its own personnel,i
‘not to saK the opportunity to do justice,
pproved For Release 20

-ring of Presidential staff members, State!-
‘Department officials, civilians. and mili- | .
itary men from the Pentagon, and career
‘professionals in the intelligence services.

qand intricate network of government of-! -

Itantly, alumni of the mtelhgence ser-!'

Around them revolves a sort of mner‘

And out beyond them is an extensivei,-,

ficials with responsibility for or expertise | K
in some specific field that touches on| .
national security: think-tank analysts,a

'businessmen who travel a lot or whose|
businesses (e.g., import-export or operats! -
ing a cargo airline) arc useful, academlci -
experts in this or that techmcal subject, |
jor geographic region, and, quite impor-

'vice—a service from which there are no, .-
tunconditional resignations.

Thus the Secret Team is not a clan-"zn:
destine super-planning board or super-’ v
general staff but, even more damaging to, .-
the coherent conduct of foreign affairs, a‘ R
bewildering collection of temporanly' : '

assembled action committees that! -

respond pretty much ad hoc to specific |
troubles in various parts of the world,
sometimes _in_ways_that _duplicate. the;

1IO3IO4 CIA RDP80 01601R000700030001-4
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‘ Out of the quagmlre ‘now! ©
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Public and Congressxonal anger is rising over Whlte

‘House and Pentagon attempts to spread the Vietnam war.
.into Cambodia. Rarely has there been such wide agree-’
“ment in Congress that the U. S. should not get bogged down
- in another quagmire in Southeast Asia.

Congressmen. whatever theit reasons for opposmg

ening to cut war contracts in their districts.
The generals in South Vietnam have been unable to

“Nixon. the Pentagon and the Central Intelligence Agency, :
‘should get massive public support to steady their resolve .
“wlfen the warmongers begin puttmg on the screws. threat-

stop the steady growth of the heroic Vietnamese peoples’ *

- resistance. And this military zero has been accompanied
"by 300.000 American casualties—dead and wounded voung
‘;Amerlcan:. from every part of the U.S.

Will this figure | double or triple as the Pentagon tries

" to get out of the trap it has laid for itself by spreadmg the.
“war inta Cambodia? By lntensuvmg the dlrt. war in Laos?

A powerful resistance here in the U. S. is rising up

'~ against these schemes. because more people are commg
~1u realize ‘what a total traud Nixon's "Vietnamization™
" plan is, it.1y a plan to “win’ in Vietnam. by purel\ mlll-'

"“tan solution which will keep American GIs in Southeast '
“Asia for years to come. and may require hundreds of thou-

* <andx of young Americ ans 10 die in Laos and Cambodna as:
- well ax Vietnam 2

[y

Swary nov only get out of Vietham. Cambodia and Laos.

It 1s lime tor all Americans. to demand thal the mnh

hur get our of ‘the U, .5 -guvernment, ax well and stop any

[

attemp! ‘v impuse + militars soluuon on the Amerlcan
(‘ongress ey

")

STATINTL

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4



STATINTL

Approved For Release 2000 JA LI EBP80-01601
29 APR 1870

O Rowl(md Evans and Robert Novak ™" 17 T
" Laos Guerrillas Have Backs 1o Wall |
* After a Decade Of F}Ohtm  the Reds

SITE 37, Laos—Here in’
the rugged mountains of
northern Laos, the Meco
guerrilla army of Maj. Gen.
Vang Pao—underfed, under-

‘manned, and undergunned

‘—is nearing a confrontation
with invading North Viet-
'namese regulars, with poten-
‘tially  disastrous ', conse-
quences in the struggle for
Indochina.

The .immediate siake is
Long Tieng, stratepic base -
for Vang Pao’s irregulars.
.Before the deadline (proba-~
‘bly mid-June) set by the
rainy season, the Commu-
(nists” will -attempt to both" |
capture’  Long Tieng and.
“knock the Meo guerrilias, by
far theitr toughest foes in
Laos, out of the war,

As we interviewed Vang -
Pao at this Meo refugee cen-
ter not far fromLong Tieng,
he was clearly apprehensive
—his back to the wall after
a decade of fighting the
Communists. Exp]aining
how _his' pcople had been. '’
.driven down from the North !
‘Vietnam frontier over the’

‘years, Vang Pao told us:‘j

“eThere is nowhere else for
us to go. This is our last de-
fense.”

1. Nor did he contradict the

‘general assessment that his -

. prosnects at Long Tieng are’
\harely even. “We will de.
; fend Long Tieng as long as’

. nossible, but T cannot .abso- .

{ lutely guarantee that we can
'do it,” he said. “My soldiers). '

“are "brave but are very'
. tired.”
§ LOSING LONG TIENG—

ccould be catastrophic he-
- eause’ of the destructive psy-
ichological impact on the

Meos.” Whether they would .

" continue in the war In any .
important way after losing’

‘Long Tleng ls open to ques-

“ tion.
If unrestricted by Vang |

?Pao the North Vietnamese .
.would wheel southeast to- |
ward the capital of Vientl- .

-ane to apply pressure for a. d la b j
political capitulation. Nerv--"' gered last December when

oun resulsh BAIROIVERH RO

S
KEvang
ars ‘mlgnc' pe willing to ac-

cept’ ‘Communist-domi-
nated coalltlon government. .,
‘If so. the four divisions of
North Vietnamese regulars
' pinned down in Laos would
‘bc freed -for South Vietnam :
“‘and the United States might
{ encounter a government re-
- quest to stop bombing -the .
.. Ho Chi Minh Trail in south-
1 ern Laos.
B Actually the danger was

iTmore acufe a month ago
/i.when reinforced North Viet-| withstood a siege by vastly i}

J' namese troops swept the

.J Meos from the Plaine des Namese. Now, however, the * i

Jarres and were headed for .
' Lmng Tieng. Facing over-
whelmingly stronger forces,
“Vang Pao’s army disinte- |
i grated with Meo tribesmen |
v leaving the war to seek re-
./t fuge for wives and children.
3 The North Vietnamese at|’
'+.that point could have com-
i pleted their successful new!'
- strategy. In past -dry sea-
. sons, they had moved south-|
! castward only to be slashed
-, brutally on the flanks by
.Vang Pao—one of the
~ world’'s great guerrilla chict-
4. taing in an age of ;.ucrrma
¢ warfare. This year, the Com-

| 3

.

“key to success, military and *
l- political, was to grind down
Vamg Pao, .

they did not move into Long !
2. Tieng in foree a month ago
W and instead waited for sup-

\/

¥ plixes to.catch up, acting like

muscle-bound conven-
tional army fighting guerril-:
' 1as. Indeed, the Communist |
logistical crlsis was trig-

" THANKFULLY, however,.

While the Communists
have been methodically pre-
paring the assault on Long
Tieng, Vang Pao's guerrillas

i
] have pulled themselves to- .

gether considerably. Having
- relocated  their families,

. Meos are drifting back to re- °
’} Join Vang Pao. Regular Lao.

| troops as well as other irreg- %

 ulars from southern Laos
i have reinforced him, and he
= now commands 5,000 men in
. the Long Tieng perlmeter o

1 chertheless, ‘Vang Pao is

badly outnumbered, On the
! day we talked, he was con-
_' cerned that, of 'the four sites

T
i

‘Even’ though it is criti-"]
cally important to Vietnam,
the United States supporis
“this war on a shoestring that

‘might get stringier yet if

critics in Washington have.
their way—a strange state

‘ of affairs worthy of consld-
-~ epation in a future column.’,,

" o, mnuhm-um stndicate

_north of 'the - Plaine des

Jarres he still holds, three’,

-were under heavy Commue

‘nist attack * that morning.'®

2

;

Most worrisome was Site 32 .

at Boun Lom where 500 Meo _
home guards commanded by
‘Vang Pao’s father-in-law had 4

1more numerous North Viet

Communists were tunnelling ;

under the bunkers .at Site .|

32. Unless needle-threading.}
iaireraft could stick.a bomb-

‘was lost.

i' IF THOSE northem sites '
“fall,

massing

Pao last week resorted to
guerrilla tactics: Snoaklng

" back of North Vietnamese .}
forces to edge them away
from Long Tieng,

l It could work, It probably
would were the Mecos de- 4

) ‘munists decided that the: cently equipped. Vang Pao -g

told us he nceds basies; first

of all, food for his troops 1
then j
.more M-16 rifles and M-79 4

“and thejr families,
; grenade launchers; But the.

fact that the Mco guerrillas,”

.ably advised by U.S. Central : 4 ¢
Intelligence Agency oper-.
atives, are s0 badly equip-;

‘ped for their coming test’ls
. symptomatlc qt

mﬂwfr .N.M -Iﬂm.ll e /-..S»}l Au %

iin’ the "tunnel,” Boun Lom.

i

"

< H

!
i

£

L

&'Lul.\‘ . " _n‘l_L P P41
,,m
"
i
1‘. PR '
84 E : T
; ;
g ‘h : '
. Py

the Communists can i . i
i ; concentrate on Long Tieng,
close to 20,000
there. To prevent this, Vang ;
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“On Capitol of

Lao Province

By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
Speciad to THe 'Star

VIENTIANE — Communist
forces this morning launched
concerted attacks against the
Lao province capital of Attopeu
near the Cambodia-Laos horder,
military sources reported.

Sources said they thought the
Communist attacks was aimed
at opening new supply lines
from Laos into Cambodia,

Communist infantrymen over-
ran a government artillery posi-
tion and captured a 105-milli-
meter howitzer on a hill out-
side the town,

Other forces overran the gov-
ernment command post next
to the Attopeu airstrip and other
positions'a thousand yards out-
side town, sending Lao infantry
troops flecing into the streets.

Heavy fighting was repdrted
to be continuing around a moun-
tain position 3 miles outside At-
topeu,

Attopeu is tha capital of Af-
topeu Province in southeast
Laos, close to the tri-border of
Cambodia, Laos and South Viel-
nam and only 10 miles west of
the junction of the Ho Chi Minh

part of the trail surveillance is Jand

|capital. The Communists hold by Communist forces for over a

STATINTL

29 APR 1970

trucks can be heard moving Year of Battle
along the trails, and government| Sources said Attopeu has been
troops occasionally fire mortars |encircled for more than a year
at the trucks. . by Communist forces. Pathet|
Attopeu is sometimes used by Lao gunners have shelled its dirt
secret army guerrillas operat- ajrstrip sporadically, forcing
ing against the trails, A major US. resupply helicopeters to
on the town’s only paved ,
carried out from an American gtreet, .
Central  Intelligence Agency/ “It's been withering on the|. - -
camp south of Altopeu and close vine,” the sources said. “They
to the Cambodian border, |could have taken Attopeu any
This camp has not yet been! time,” .
attacked, military sources said.!  Sources fear the Reds also!
The Pathet Lao attack against, may try to take Saravane, the'
Attopcu possibly is a Commu-| capital of Saravane Province
nist move to gain a political |north of Attopeu. Like Attopeu,

victory by taking a provincial |Saravane has been sutrounded

three of 16 provincial capitals. [year, Also like Attopeu, Sara-
If so, this would signify a|vane is on'the west flank of the , -
major political change in Red !|Ho Chi Minh Trail. g
tactics in Laos. Attopeu is|
recognized by the Geneva Ac- huts on stilts, in normal times

At

Attopeu, a town of thatched| ' ." X

‘| the North Vietnamese can move

cords as rightist terrain,

‘By attacking it, the Commu-
nists could be trying for a new
political balance—a move sig-
naling further hard fighting in
Laos. ’

Military sources said, how-
ever, that the Communist as-
sault at Attopeu may be linked
with a drive to enlarge the Red
trail network into Cambodia, so

more reinforcements and sup-
plies there to make up for losses
caused by the closure of the
Cambodian port of Sihanoukville
to the Viet

Trail with the Sihanouk Trail, :

CooN

. From Attopeu. -Cog_muniat'
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had & population of 10,000 peo-
ple. Most of these remaining are
Lave tribesmen, )

CIA Camp Is Near -

- North of the town on the Bo-
lovens Platcau are Central Intel-
ligence - Agency hideouts where
Americans pay Naheung tribes-
men to watch Vietnamese boats'
on the Mekong River. {

American trailwatchers lie on
grassy slopes above the Ho Chi
Minh Trail, usually with a circle
of tribesmen around them for
protection from North Vietnam-

ese palrols and attacks by pro-

1Communist Kasseng tribesmen,’

Attopeu and the CIA posts are * -

line known only as “Boun Oum

Airlines,” named after its own.| -~~~

er, Prince Boun Oum,

The airline is based at the
Mekong town of Pakse, which
Boun Oum runs like a {ieldom,

Pakse is called a substation by
intelligenco officers, From there

octivities against the Ho Chi| =
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- World Tightrope

National leaders must always walk a tightrope between,

- the world as they would like to see it for the good of their
. policies, and the world as it really exists. Offen the twd

worlds are not the same thing, and from this disparity
afises decision-makers’® problems. :
If a leader can convince the public that the world exists

“In acertain way and that his policies are a response to

© this world, he is in good shape. When this proclaimed world |

v o

- comes into conflict with the real world, he is in trouble.

These generalizations are relevant to the uproar caused
by President Nixon’s recent moves in Laocs. For some time

the Nixon administration has mainained that the United
States was not involved in the conflict there. The President’s
now famous statement that there were no American. ground
forces in Laos was supposed to attest to this non-involve-

“ment.

The truth is that in one degree or another the United |
States has been involved in Lacs. Our military advisers .

have woked for years with the Royal Laotian army. Air
America, ostensibly a civilian-owned airline, is an important

arm of the Cenfral Intelligence Aggn_cy. :
Untill the recei i ffierican B-52 raids in the :

‘Plain of Jars, President Nixon was technically correct in
! saying that the Unitcd States was not v}olating that part
of the 1962 Geneva agreements which prohibited foreign mil- .

itary aircraft in Laos. The point is that during this peried
companies such as Air America have served the same
purpose in Laos as regular Air Force planes would, such as
parachuting Meo - tribesmen and other secret wgents. behingd
Nerth Vietnamese lines, o

The North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao, of course, re- ,
. spond {0 .this real-world involvement f the United States
- and not to the non-involvement formally proclaimed by the

President, Mr. Nixon, however, is forced to juggle these two
worlds. He appears to act.from altruistic concern over the
welfare of the Laotians. What he is actually doing is re-

" acting to Communist moves against our previous—and un-

i
.

¢
t
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announced—clandestine involvement.

Surely no one desires another floundering into a second - :

Vietnam, To avoid this, the Presideni should: steer clear of
trying to construct a picture of the situation in Southeast

Asia djiferent from what is really happening there. Evidence

to date suggests that the juggling act has not been successs
ful, - - ; .
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U.S. BASE IN:LAOS OVERRUN,
OTHER OUTPOSTS ENDANGERED

Special to The Star
VIENTIANE—An American guerrilla base known as “Three
Peaks” was overrun by North Vietnam infantry yesterday,
sending 1,100 refugees fleeing, military sources said teday.
One U.S. helicopter was downed and the crew reportedly

- was missing.
‘ Three Peaks is a guerrilla base run by the Central Intel- /
ligence Agency in Sam Neua Province in northeast Laos. The
i base had been used for interdiction of the route Hanoli has
used to supply the Plain of Jars from North Vietnam.
. . ‘ The refugees were airlifted by helicopter to another air-
’ " strip but were coming under heavy fire once more as their
-siew resting place was expected to be overrun at any time,
" “These outposts up there are starting to go like nine pins,”
 an informed source said noting that Bouam Long, an important
' government outpost, was coming. under heavy North Vietnam-
; €88 ﬂrs and was not expected to hold, ’
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,, Cambodia, ‘

in Laos Sees More

*5552; Viet-Like’ Wars

By WALT

MURRAY | ".

Sta[f Wriler
‘ing the Nationalist-Com- ' r"might never’' have nﬂp‘

Unless  strong pub]:c

opinion is brought to bear

on U. S, policymakers,
wars  will

Southeast Asian nations, a
former U. S. cultural offi-

" cer in Laos said in Long
* Beach Sunday,

Dr. Frank Thompson,

*“now minister of the First.

Congregational Church in.

- Alameda, warned that con--
. tinued step-ups of U, S.- .
backed clandestine

war- |
fare in Laos and Cambod-

ia will mean disaster. i

He spoke to about 50
persons at a United World "
Federalists meeting at the

- . East Long Beach home of-

Abe Zucker.
Thompson, who res-igncd

" as_cultural officer for the

U..S. Information Agency

. in- Laos in 1967, charged

there was “tremendous U.
S. involvement” in the
Mar. 18 ouster of Prince
Sihanouk of

Large amounts of U 8.
weapons and material aid -

-are being supplied to Lao

an ' forces who are fight

"~ said. The U. 8.,

- $10 million from the Buel.

munist Pathet Lao, he;
he said, %
also supplies many spe-
cialists,

“Much of this is done by
.the Central Intelligence
*Agency,” he charged.:
- “The CIA, works beyond‘

censorshxp, below control |..

-and with unlimited funds.:

Congress is unable tof| -
£ + Southeast Asian leaders

" check its operations effec-
tively.” :

The CIA gets its budget
from many hidden

—"in at least one year —

‘reau of Indian Affairs.

‘i

sources, he said, including :

* Thompson sald the!

‘Agency for Internatlonal“

* "Development — *‘once a
" noble concept to build the,”
cconomies of underdevels!
oped nations’ -~ has be-,i
come a front for political
and military operahons ml
Laos.

He said the U. S, shou]df
have lived up to a 1962
" treaty between the U, S.|
and the Soviet Union
which “guaranteed iron-j'
clad neutrality for Laos.” i

AR

. pened.

He conceded that North
" .Vietnam and the U.S.S.R.
- broke the treaty, too, but
said: ,
“We could have effec-!
/tively called the world's!
attention to that perfidy if
‘'we had kept our own
-skirts clean.”

Thompson thab

said
“had repeatedly asked hlm
to convey their desire for,
U. 8. economic aid — “the
. kind of aid they want, notl
" the kind of aid we think'
they need, such as baseS‘
“for U. 8. mﬂitary opera~
tions.”

“I'm agalnst isolat.ion-
" ism,” he said, . ‘. ;

I it il s Y TR

.

E

Y I the U, S.had honored] - -,
S M- iae ) f such pacts in Vietnam,hel -
~ﬂ£NW>»w¢q¢~”" il e Vietum yuf .
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‘|Reds heavy losses, but the North

Speclal to The Star
VIENTIANE—Fighting, in
some places heavy, is continuing
in northeast Laos with North Vi-
etnamese forces gradually gain-
ing ground from Meo guerrillas
and Lao government forces,

The fighting is centering
around Bouam Long, an airstrig
used by American aircraft nort
of the Plain of Jars.
The north Vietnamese are us-
ing what military sources said
are “18th Century tactics” by
digging rings of trenches around
Bouam Long, then pushing for-
ward with zigzag trenches.

The trench digging efforts
have been blasted by U.S. jets,
Lao sources said; causing the

Vietnamese are continuing to
edge closer.

The North Vietnamese, backed
by four 105mm howitzers, want

jumping off point for Gen. Vang
Pao’s guerrillas against Hanol's
supply lines in the northern
area,

U.S, Strikes Called In

Meo guerrillas with radios are
searching for them .and calling
!Iln U.S and Lao air strikes and
[ Thai artillery fire,

American military advisers

jare flying forward air control

to take the position, which is a|

Hanoi Troops Gain Groun

and coordinating forward air
guides on ground.

The Meo guerrillas. and Lao
special guerrilla units are by-
Eassing Hanoi valley positions,

itting ridges. Sometimes they
are pushing North Vietnamese
machinegunners off these ridges
at a cost of high government
casualties.

are launching ground probes,
reaching within 2,000 yards .of
the Sam Thong airstrip and trig-
gering an action 8,000 yards
northeast of Long Chien.

Although Vang Pao succeeded
in widening his defensive perim-
eter around Long Chien, this is
no indication the government is
winning.

Reliable military sources
however, believe the probes and
shelling are a prelude to mew
North Vietnamese attacks.

They say the North Vietnam-
ese are resuppling, reinforcing
and regrouping their forces.

Situatlon Bleak

Although the North Vietnam-
ese are concentrating on Militar-
¥ Region II in northeast Laos,
the situation of the government
forces in the rest of northern
Laos is dismal. North Vietnam-
ese and Pathet Lao forces in
northwest Laos have reached
the Thai border near Pak Tha
and gradually are picking off
government outposts near the
Chinese-built road in the area.

he U.S. is continuing to main-

ain what is called Site 118 west | T

f the road, a military and Cen-

i stral Intelligence Agency base
'similar to Long Chien.

Pathet Lao forces have driven
government troops out of out-
posts 30 kilometers northwest of

.the royal capital of Luang Pra-

l!mng‘. These areas west of the

Chinese road have bpen normal-

" R -
P n——-

At night the North Viethamese dr
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ly held by government forces.[
Red troops are clearing the area
around Pak Beng, the terminus
of the Chinese road, apparently
indicating the Communists are
planning future actions in the
area,

In the southern portion of
North Laos, Hanoi treops seem
content for the moment, havinE

iven government forces bac
to Snake Ridge, northeast of
Paksae. This leaves the Reds
free to start work on a new
communications system linking
the Plain of Jars in northern
Laos with the Ho Chi Minh Trail
in the south.

In northern Laos, where the
fighting is part of a political
struggle for Laos cabinet seats
between rightists and Commu-
nists, with the neutralists no
longer a viable military force,
U.S. officials still hope to hold
Long Chien and Sam Thong, in-

din La

ey

0S

is attacking the trail s}stem to
prevent suspected movements.,

Pathet Lao forces near the
Cambodian border have been
foraging heavily, the military
sources said, indicating they
may be hurt by the Cambodian
blockade of their food supplies.

o moam

suring the survival of Van Pao’s
effective guerrilla forces in the
northern mountains.

In southern Laos, where fight-
ing centers basically on the
North Vietnamese attempt to

keep the Lao from interfering
with the Ho Chi Minh trail, there
is a lull in fighting.

Intelligence reports say some
North Vietnamese units guard-
ing the west flank by the trail
have pulled out to the east and
then moved down the Ho Chi
Minh trail where it joins Route
11i0,l also known as the Sihanouk’

al.

North Vietnamese troops have
moved into the tri-border area,
where Laos, Cambodia and
South Vietnam join, but it is not
clear whether they crossed into
Cambodia or South Vietnam.|

}
t

'rho_ U.S. Air Forq_o, meanwhile, "

!
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P By JAMES DOYLE -
",
! The Scnate Foreign Rela-
' tions Commitle is preparing
¢ the groundwork for yet anoth-
ier  confrontation with the

tWhite Ilouse over American,(

", involvement in Southeast Asia,

"1t could become a major chal-
" lenge to the President Nixon's
~eonduct of foreign policy.
Sccretary of State William
P, Rogers was appearing be-
fore the committee this after-
noon—apparently to testidy,
among other things, on the
- U.S.-approved dispatch of au-
tomatic weapons to Cambodia
. from South Vietnam last week.
The administration has dis-
+ counted the importance of this
military aid to the besciged
government of Cambadia, and
i assured members of the com-
* mittee that the weapons were.

, captured AK47s o Chinese
; manufacture, and not Ameri-

; can arms.

. tee staff members, James G.
"Lowenstein and Richard M.
. Moose, are scheduled to leave
! for a two-week inspeclion tour
F of Cambodia to report on the
i extent of the American pres-
pence there.
¥ Lowenstein and Moose
i caused some displeasure with-

in the administration after a

similar trip to Vietnam last
,' December.

Their published report
_called into question the Presi-
kdent’s public optimism con-
‘ ductions. It said most officials

of the American and South Vi-
! elnamese governments in Sai-
. gon were presuming that 250,

-000 troops would remain in the
the country “for years.”

There is an important differ-
. ence in the committee’s quick
” action to make an indcpendent
 judgment on conditions in
V'Cambodia, where Prime Min-
{ ister Lon. Nol's government
y has  asked for massive U.S,

. ald.
P+ In thecap,uot?ietnamand L pr

s 4 4

v

g 4 il
¥y b it

Star SUAlf Wriler . x

On Wednesday two commit-

cerning large-scale troop ren‘
\

Fulbright Prepares
NIXONn £

i Fulbright, D-Ark., and the
Jeading members of the com-
. miltee” found themselves re-
"ncting to policy after it was
| firmly established, and unable
to convince either the adminis-
tration or the senate to cancel
U.S. military commitments.
. Through a series of recent
1 actions the commiltee has pre-

! pared itself to muster wide-

spread support in Congress to
! block any attempt by the Pres-
ident to extend military aid to
Camhodia, or any country,
wilheut congressional approv-

One of these was the suc-
) cessful passage in the last
i session of a National Commit-
. ments Resolution, expressing

| the sense of the Senate that “a

national commitment by the

United States results only
| from affirmative action taken

y the legislative and execu-
tive branches. . ..” )

Another was the establish-
.menit of a new subcommittee
Munder Stuart Symington,

D-Mo., o investigate the ex-
tent of American commit-
ments around the world,

1t has completed hearings on

land and Laos, and last week
succeeded,

_tion, in publishing 90 percent
of the secret testimony Take-
non Laos.,

* The debate and study has

e e ——— i et

the past conduct of the Viet-
nam war among congressmen,
and led to the passago of a
defense  appropriations.  bill
amendment forbidding the fi-
nancing of American troops in
‘Laos or Thailand.

This reassertion of legisla-
tive prorogative is expected to
have some effect on the Presi-
dent's actions in Cambodia.
y But committee sources believe
i tha recently published Laos
. trapscript may have the great-
est Influence on how 'Nixon

1

hivrm gt .

the Philippines, Taiwan, Thai- '

after months of P
struggle with the administra-

spread  disenchantment with -

STATINTL

The testimony showed in de-
tail how a small American -
commitment multiplied, while
successive administrations fol- .
lowed a deliberate policy of
denying American military in-
‘yvolvement, B

Committee sources, by use "
similar dispatches, make a
telling case that the only -
group deceived was the Amer-
| jcan public. ‘ T

The report tells of secret:
American actions to continue
- military - activities after the
" signing of the Genéva Accords’
;of 1962. The Soviet Union taeit~
Iy approved the continvance, *
! apparently - to maintain an
" anti-Chinese balance in the
. area.
1t also showed that after the
. cessation of bombing over

much of North Vietnam in No-

vember 1968, U.S. B52 bomb-
ers began flying their bombing
raids over northcrn Laos, near
the North Viefnamese border.

. Committce | sources Insist
“that this must have had a
marked impact on the unwill-
ingness of the North Vietnam-
ese to negotiate in Paris,

Excised from the report, but
readily available through dis-
atches from journalists on
the scene, was information on
‘the use of the Laos AID mis-
‘gion as a cover for Central
Intelligence  Agency opera-
tives, the use of Thailand to
" fly bombing raids over Laos,
‘! and the introduction of third
countty nationals as ground
.. troops in Laos, financed by the
United States.* ,

On release of the transeript,
‘Fulbright sald “I have never
I'sccn a country engage in so

”'this," and Symington charged
first William 11 Sullivan and
now G. McMurtrie Godley,
were turnéd into “military
proconsul” by their role in di-
recting the secret war, inclvd-
ing the selection oftargets for
American pilots to bomb.

of newspaper clippings and

many devious undertakings as -

N that the ambassadors to Laos, .

Challen

sia Policy

'Laos, Chairman J. William |

{  When Sullivan was ambassa- !
dor, Godley was assistant sec- 3
retary of State for Southeast
Asia, Last year they ex-:

. changed positions, *This is an °

indication of what a tight shop

- ! the secret warriors ran,” said !

a committee source,
“Sullivan made himself
quite a reputation as an ‘activ- |
|"ist’ ambassador. You can be -
"su;e that Mac Godley is not

going to be the first ambassa- §
dor to preside over an Ameri-
can defeat in Laos,” the/
source added. !

The public facets of the Laos .
war were just beginning to un- |
fold when Cambhodia was add-
ed to the strategic balance in
Southeast Asia by the over-;
throw of Norodom Sihanouk.

At least some high adminis-",
tration officials are reported .
| to view the pro-American gov-
,ernment and its request for .
. aid as a golden opportunity to
\ force the exhausted North l
_ Vietnamese to overextend their ;.

| lines. . N
| The argument is that a trick-

¢ le of aid to Cambodia now .
i might shorten the Vietnam
" war by denying enemy troops
; their traditional Cambodian
4 ganctuaries and staging areas.
- Other officials are fearful of
both the public consequences
"ot home and the possibility of
\ hcw entrapments in the battle-
field should aid be extended.
P his 1 the position that the |
‘ Forcign Relations Commit- |
' tee’s senior members lean to-
!

ward, [
" 'When confronted with the |
| details of the secret war in |
‘Laos, administration officials
often note that leading mem-
bers of the Forcign Relations
Committee, and especially
Symington, knew many of the
details, but declined to oppose
" the situation until recently.
‘. This underscores the fact
| that the possibility for a siml-
| lar secret war in Cambodia is

exist.
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War in

':—Point of View
O :

H
o
The wriler, an international |
a/fairs fellow at the Council
" on Foreign Relations, is the
author of “The Arms Race”
end “Strategic Persuasion.”

By JEREMY J. STONE..

washington — In the northern
highlands of Laos, the United
States Is fighting a secret war
lthat is totally unnecessary from
every point of view, :
! Our willingness to do it plays
into the hands of the North
Vietnamese and undermines
“our policy in Vietnam,
~ There is no treaty require-
“ment for it and “no defense
 commitment — written, stated,
or understood,”

The lighting is taking place
without any overall congres-
sional authorization, but solely
under the "‘exccutive authority
of the President.”

These conclusions, and offi-
clal quotations, are based on
Symington Committee testi-
mony just released after six
manths of wrangling with  the
/ State Department over its décl-
assification,

l'l'ml Separate Wars

The Senate hearings reveal
two separate wars. in Laos.

In the southern part of Laos,
massive American bombing
strikes attempt to reduce the
inliitration of men and supplies
into South Vietnam along the
Ho Chi Minh Trail. ‘
~_In the forthern highlands of
iLaos, the United States also ls

engaged in massive bombhing of
Pathet Lao and North Vietnam-
ese forces, which are fighting
the royal Laotian army and the
r American-sponsored clandestine

. Meo army,
: And since hefore the 1962
‘Geneva  accords, the United

| such Communist attacks would

_States has been feeding, shel-
itering, equipping and advising’
.the only army in Laos that can
fight — the Meo army — for
~ .use in northern Laos. '
; In central northern Laos,’
* there have been several years.
of seasonal offensives and'

counteroffensives in * which in.|

.creasing. American air and lo- |
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Laos Piciured

As American Blunder

by (or matched by) increasecs
fn North Vietnamese ground
forces.

These 'struggles have been
over lerritory of no strategic
ginnificance. They have
stemmed from the view " that
military  victories - would be
translatable into “political ad.]ization and withdrawal.
vantages” that ‘would deter-} Thus, in Hanol's view,
mine the *‘character of Lao{fight for control
neutralism'®”  at some future
settlement on a coalition gov-
ernment.

Argument Recalled

It is startling to see what the
U.S. Government spokesman
responsible for all the quota-
tions thus far, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State William H,
Sullivan, was arguing in 1968.

He argued that the extent of
the then-current Communist
gains should be discounted, he-
cause "15 or 80 percent’ of the
population were under Laotian
government control in the Me-
kong Valley! He indicated it
would be -easy to defend the
valley. =

A Communist invasion of the
Jowlands -would have to be in
*quite considerable force' and
would be "susceptible to” effec-
tive Lao air force action. And

outflank psychologically the

' ance,

Counter Productive

North Victnamese

the effort to achieve a Viet
ese settlement,

After all, from Hanoi's
of view — and from that
sizeable segment of Ame

maintain our military
.ponderance.; '

increasingly counter pr
be further deterred by the rea-
jignment that they would
present such a “direct. threat”
to neighboring Thailand as to
force America into hard cholces
fnvolving risks for all con-
cerned. .

In other words, we could sim-
ply have refused lo play this
game of challenging Commu-
nist control of less-populated —
and much harder to hold —
highlands in which the fighting
was taking place, = Sectrely
holding a clear majority of pop-
ulation, we could have denied’
that any important change in
the internal political balance
had taken place.

Blunder Charged

Indeed, it is Increasingly evi-;
dent that it has been a political-
strategic blunder to place such
emphasis on territory which the
royalist and Meo forces patent-
iy cannot hold, even with the

has reduced the Meo, who
to a society without able-b

ton young and the too old
questioning whether they j

Conlition Feared

| The Administration ha
justification for this nor

Laons "above all” was (o

trail« i» ~~uthern Laos,

the trails. *
But the United States

5

achieve diversions of troops to
Laos, Hanol has been able to
raise the specter in Washington
of a widening Indochinese war.
This has permitted Hanoi to

ministration policy of Vietnam-

of central
northern Laos provides a ready
and necessary tool to kecp the
. Nixon Administration off bal-

As the Administration itsell
asserted in these hearings, the .
*orches-
trate” the Laotian strugple and
consider it "part and parcel” of

opinion == the Administration
intends, Il it can, to withdraw
troops from South Vietnam only
| by such fits and starts as will

Thus, we have waged an un-
necessary struggle, with tactics

itive. This struggle has made

one Laotian in ten a refugee,
And, by many accounts, it

borne the brunt of the fighting,

men, mounting an agmy of the

the right side in the first place.

war. In‘the President’s white
paper of March 6, the Adminis-
tration nrgued that its goal in

Amcrican and  Allied lives in
South i~tnam by bombing the

The Administration fears that
a new coalition under Commu-
nist control might call upon the
United States to stop bombing

not fight in the highlands to

new coalition — as in effect it is
now doing — hy insisting that

Prime Minister Snuvanna
IPhouma avoid - such negotia-
tiong until the Vietnamese war
ends.

Buffer Wanted .

The defense of Thailand s
sometimes given as “'one of the
reasons” why we are "in
Laos." But, in saying so, Assis-
tant Secretary Sullivan was
careful to indicate that what
was wanted was a buffer. The
Mckong Valley, which lies he-
tween Thailand and the high-
lands, could serve as a huffer,
making it unnecessary to fight
over the highlands. )

The President's only other
white paper reason for this
fighting was to support the “in-
'dependence and ncutrality” of
Laos, as set forth by the Gen-
eva accords of 1962, But the
same white paper conceded
,that Hanol's goal was to pave
ithe way for the eventual estab-
fishment of a government
“more amenable to Communist
control.”

This is, as noted above, only
a question of the political char-
acter of the Laotian govern-
ment. 1t Is a question of how
many government ministerial

Ad-

‘the

nam-

point
of a
rican

portfolios, and which ones, the
Pathet Lao forces get. Such
questions are not treated in the
1962 accords, . which simply
guarantee and impose upon

e trality we know in Switzerland.
Pre1 previous Chaos

We are making apain the
mistake we made in 1959-1961.
Scholars agree widely that it
was our ClA-financed eflort of
that time to supplant Souvanna
Phouma's . middie-of-the-road
regime by a clearly pro-West-
ern regime which brought on
the political chaos that made
the 1062 Geneva conference
necessary. '

We should pay much less at-
tention to the internal political
character of the Laotian gov-
ernment and to the negotiations
that precede its coalition gov-
lernment. .

The Symington report makes
it evident that our goal should
be simply to prevent the mill-

tary conquest of the Mekong
Vailey, pending an-end of the
Vietnamese war,

‘There is no moral, political,
or strategic reason for our
fiphting, or encouraging Lao-
tians to fight, in the north.

This fact has been long hid-
den by the [ailure of the Execu-
tive Branch to permit — and of
the Congress to demand «— a

oduc-

have
odied

, and
nined

s no
thern

save

need

Laos the kind of military neu-’-

v

CEHD LML

rehensive re-
new coalition = ag In effect it is nwoﬂ?&"“‘“ policy.

~Dispatch Mows Bervics |
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“We urge you to re)ect Cam- ‘
. bodia’s request for military ald
fdnrect and indirect,” says the -

'telegram, addressed to Nixon's, .
i foreign policy adviser, Henry.:
Kissinger.

\/ Sanford Gottlieb, executive di- -

I rector of the anti-war group.

f The telegram 'said that US
‘ military aid ‘“*would lead to fur-. -
, ther embroilment in widening -

}war and violate the sense of the, -

! Senate -

| tion)."”

2 5 APR 1970

By TIM WHEELER

WASHINGTON, April 24—The SANE Committee sent a telegram yesterday urging *
.that President Nixon refuse arms to the Lon Nol junta‘in Cambodia.

of war and 45,000 Amerlcans
dead.

* Vietnam war would be strongly

“+, opposed in Congress and the na- -

Nixon meanwhile, .in a play utlon as a whole. In strictly mili-
for time, canceled a National.< [tary terms, ‘victory’ would like-: i

- Security Council meeting today..)

.would prefer to set up a puppet

=operatlon to cover expanded U.S.-

. aggression in Indo-China rather { .. PUSHES SECRET LAGS WAR -

" than send U.S. troops.

But Sen. Frank Church (D-",
- Idaho) warned recently, "It has :

(Commitments Resolu- ' \been reported and photographs. '

have been made showing that .

; This was the resolution pass-’ .armed American military per- .
l

ed 70 to 16 by the.Senate- last
year forbidding the President to, -
rcommit the US. to military ..
. ‘acuom abroad without the con-
. sent of Congress, - '

i While the peace movement and-;
na large fraction of the Senate '/
" :warned Nixon against Interven- ;
l ing in the Cambodian, crisis, U.S. :
"advisers and arms were already
uembroiled in expanded aggres-

: sion inside Cambodia.

The peace movement here’™*
warned that this is an exact re- .
play of the Vietnam war scena-
_rio in which the Pentagon secretly i .

embroiled the U.S. in war by .

sending so-called advisors. then -
. -handed the le a fail accom-

pli The resuit was ﬁwe years

l

5 ,&.'

i B L “""‘.;.'.‘: T

i,.’ :1‘ '.1“)“: ’
Choapllg 8

.'.."rlu“':.:, . }
CLOoatg e P 1

i

'l

. suhqtanual" intervention in Cam-

- N I

-
i

« resolution
i 'troducuon of American combat

|
‘:

" interviews with the press corps, ; ..
\predict the imminent collapse of |

}pled with arguments by the Joint

;and bring quick victory for the{ B
‘Ja-

sonnel have already crossed into-:
. Cambodian  terrilory several
times in recent days."” Presum-
ably this refers to Green Beret
and CIA advisers who arc lead-

‘1ing forays against pro-Smahoukl .

» liberation forces in Cambodia.
Church, a member of the For-
. elgn Relations Committee, has*
% Joined with Sen. John Sherman:*
. Cooper  (R-Ky). to introduce: a
“‘prohibiting the. in-:

* troops” into Cambodia. He said’
lhe developments in Cambodia
*“create dangerous pressures for
-deepening - America's -

spreadmg fire.”
- The Joint Chiefs of Staﬂ uns;:

tion, are stepping up pressure’,l._ N

St happy with. the level of interven-.
v » }here for a full scale adventure | .

(in behalf of the Lon Nol junta,

Alarmist reports, inspired by'i

,"'top ‘officials” in off-the-record

the junta ‘and a "Vietcong take-
lover.’

The hysteria- mongering Is cou-
i Chiefs of Staff that “swift -and

bmlia will enable the U.S. to
**'smash the Vietcong sanctuaries"

! U.S. Senate, charged Nixon and ,
i the CIA with - working out *“a.’
. new formula’™ for conducting a

[

mvolve-1 o
.ment" and will ‘add fuel to thisﬁ

..‘.‘__

U.S. in Indo-China. But Sen.

ly prove to be at least as illu-. -

It was signed by Observers believe . that leon-"sory in Laos and Cambodia as it‘

has proven in Vietnam."
OT'I'lNGER CHARGESCIA.

. 'NEW YORK, April 24 (UPI)—
‘Rep. Richard L. Ottinger, D-
. NY, today accused the CIA of ;
«. conducting, with Presidential ap--,
proval a ‘'secret, illegal war in-
5 Laos' that- could plunge the
i United States into *‘another. maj--1

Femle mw _‘*.._L‘

He said he based his charge*
on on-the-spot information galh- "

* ered by his aldes.
Ottinger, a candidate for the'
.- Democratic nomination. for the-.

Jor, bloody land war in Asia."”

1

»secret military operation in Laos
< *without risking pnblic or con«
greuioml uruﬁnw’, . _“ s
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o CIA trained Cambodia
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By Wilfred Burchett  %: .o o oon o Lo STATINTL
* Guardianstaff correspondens ~ ~~ -0 T Pails 3 : ! . _ ‘

/ The horrifying massacres of Vietnamese civiliansin’ The Lon Nol regime in Cambodia is trying 1o re~'

t Cambodia are being carried out by American CIA- peat the type of bloodbath that General Subarto per-
trained “Khmer Serci”(*Free Cambodia™) traitor petrated, in Indonesia, substituting Vietnamese for
. troops until recently stationed in Thailand, -Chinese. But Cambodia is not Indoncsia, ‘There are; N -
. The U.S. organized them, paid them, armed them two important differences which even President Nix-. S
and most probably sent them on their mission of on’s CIA experts must take into account, Cambodia ' T
*  death against thousands of unarmed Vietnamese with- is, neither geographically or politically isolated as was |
in Cambodia’s borders.” - = .° : . .. Indonesia. And the general staff of the Cambodian’; K
According to Cambodian sources in Paris and progressive movement never came out into the open!
: travelers reaching here from Phnom Penh, these 1o reveal itséif and be decapitated as did the leadérs of i
j commando-type mercenaries are playing the same the Indoncsian Communist party.' -
role in Cambodia as the CIA-irained “*Vang Pao ° The old resistance bases which the French were
Meo™ mercenaries in Laos, which were also stationed pever able to fiquidate in Cambodia have remained’
in Thailand,. =~ . g o - ‘intact since going underground in 1954, So has the old
{ ~ The Khmer Serei, brought back to Cambodia 0 political and military infrastructure,including its key'
- lead in the overthrow of Prince Norodom Silianouk’s 'cadre. So too, has the traditional solidarity between

 peutralist regime last month, had previously been Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos and their resistance
» based ia Souvth Vi..nam. Their main bases were ' movements. :

| %"Zfi;aunl:jby the NLF and they were transferred 10 iinacy since going inderground in 1954, So too, has

: - <" ithe traditional solidarity between Victnam, Cambodia.
; i Their previous raids into Cambodian territory inv- :and Laos and their resistance movements, o
\_/ : ariably failed. Large numbers were captured, a few.: [y is for this reason that vast areas of Cambodia
. leaders executed, others jailed. o ~ . have alrcady been converted into liberated zones, con-
-4 In 1969, there were mysterious large-scale: yrolled by the National United Front. Even Lon Nol
o dCrCClIONS~WhOIC c’ompanics and even battalions—to’ has had to rccognizc that th kcy provinces of Ratam-
“the Cambodian government. In one day, 700 crossed, mikiri, Mondulkiri and Svay Rieng, which adjoin
the border from Thailand and gave themselves up.! South Vietnam and Laos are “almost entirely” con-
Credit for the “defections™ was given to Gen. Lon: trolled by the Cambodian resistance forces, Another
Nol, then Defense Minister, now heading the largest five provinces which have common frontiers with the -
_group that overthrew Sihanouk. The deserters were rest of South Vietnam and the southern coastal areas
‘welcomed by the Cambodian government at the time,, of Cambodia are “half controlled.” . A
given cash awards and even decorations., ... : All battalions of Lon Nol's forces, including the - o
In fact they were decisive CIA contributions to the!, battalion assigned to the defense of Phnom Penh it-, -
Lon Nol-Sirik Matak conspiracy. They were the: 'scif, have defected to the Cambodian resistance move~.
stormtroopers who spearheaded the attack on the ment. Virtually all the territory east of the Mckong'
embassics of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam |River is now firmly in the hands of the Cambodian’
and Provisional Revolutionary Government in' National Liberation Army, o : §
Phnom Penh and on whom Lon Nol mainly relied for ; The massacres are a measure of the frustration of . T
his coup. . o ~Ithe Lon Nol regime and the refusal of an increasingly. .- -,
Onc of the first acts of the new regime was to re- “large part of his armed forces to.play the partof US,, = :
lease *“political prisoncrs.” It was claimed that "'pro- puppets. in a civil war. The armed forces in the past: v
gressives™ jailed by Sihanouk were being freed. In fact’ have shown little cnthusiasm in fighting against their' S
a few were, but the majorily freed were the Khmer; ‘compatriots who had taken to arms and even less to-! B
Serei recruits for the Lon Nol stormtroopers, And for. ‘day when their resistance has the official blessing of .
every progressive released a dozen more took their, Sihanouk and is clearly aimed against U.S. imperial- ; -
places in the jails or concentration camps to await ism, . ‘ : { .
exccution. t." In a little over one month after the coup the situa-;
The counterpart of the lie that it is “North Viet-. tion has developed exactly the.opposite to that’
namese™ and “Vietcong” troops that have liberated: ‘planned by Lon. Nol and his American backers. In-| .
large areas of Cambodia is that it is “only’* Viet- ‘stcad of catching NLF forces in the frontier arcas ina
~, hamcse who are being exccuted. In fact, although the ‘trap,and cutting off their quite legal rice supplies
6 Lon Nol regime has incited Nazi-type racial pogroms from Cambodia‘—paid for in hard cash at top prices!
against anyone of Victnamese origin regardlcss of sex when Sihanouk was in power—these arcas are now;
or age, Cambodian leftists are also being rounded up, firmly in hands friendly to the NLF. It is the Lon Nol
and murdered in cold blood by Khmer Serei exccution, troops that are caught in a trap between the South’
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Westcheqter Rep. Richard Ottinger charged yesterday that the Central Intelli-;

\pproval, is dlrectmg gecret mlhtary operatxons
or, bloody war in Asia” ‘ !

-N

IS St
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Rep. Richard Onin‘or

- ’m uuh%hnu‘\.n »‘“ﬁA

ence: Agency, with President Nixon's a
n Laos that may provoke “another maj
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\ lnvolved i in E.rones

By THOMAS POSTER

Ottinger, a Democratic "con-
tender for the United States
Senate nomination, called for a
congressional investigation. based
on reports brought home from
Laos by two of his aides. ’

Sees Violation of Law

He said that 30,000 American
. troops aye now mvolved in com-
bat operations in Laos in viola-
tion of the National Secunt.y Act
of 1949,
_ Ottinger’s aides, Peter Decker,
34, and Ronald Rlchenbach - 26,
spent several years in Laos
before making their three-week
study of U.S. military involve-

- ment last month,

. “I'm going to blow the whiatla
. on what's happening because we
i are- now on the brink of another
& ::its!,wat like Vietnam’ -Ottlnxor

titd
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On another front, some sup-.
porters of former Controller
Mario A. Procaccino began circu-
Iatmg petitions for him to enber
the June 23. Democratic primary
for governor. Procaccine said they;
were doing so wnthout his ' ap-.

proval and that he is stil] (:on-t

sidering running.

Spokesmen for the three guber-’
atorial contenders, Arthur J.'
Goldberg, Howard Samuels and
Robert M, Morgenthau, said re-l
sponse to the candidates’ first tel-!
evision_debate Thursday night on
WPIX ‘was “less than enthusias-
tic.” . Samuels and Morgehthau

urged more debates, .
A Goldberg nide sald only two

more are phn beton the June,
Ndbes X.ﬁf 'ﬂ“"rﬁiu‘
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T Cambodian whirlwind catchies U.S

| even" g
By Keyes Becch '
’D‘aily News Foreign Service

A\ BRI

¥ PHNOM PENH, Cambodia — “It is per- :

\fectly clear,” Prince Norodom Sihanouk wrote '
to the Paris newspaper LeMonde in 19068, | .
“that Asian communism does not permit us
any longer to stay neutral and withdraw from |
,the conflict between the Chinese-Vietnamese |
and the Americans.

“Not being able to make us into allies offer- |-
ing unconditional support, Asian communism
strives to overthrow our regime from within, . |

“The tournament has only just started.” - -

THE TOURNAMENT ENDED for Sihanouk | .’

G

)

Veteran correspondent Keyés Beech has'.
.+ been covering the deepening erisis in.
. Cambodia for The Daily News. .In this
" dispatch, he puts 'Prince’ Sihanouk’s ‘|
“ousler in perspective and explores -its ..

* effect on the 'war in Vietnam,

., Reds .
enerals who ousted Sihanouk

[

~
A

3y surprise;

: '.‘,..v;..

.may be sorry now

="mnay It also Is legitimate to ask if arms alor

will do the trick, No experienced observe
‘who' has seen the Cambodian army in actio
or-inaction can doubt that it would be a pust
-over for disciplined Vietnamese Communi:
regulars. . :

| Mass Red intrusions

" All this wouid seem to be a high price t
“pay for the overthrow of Norodom' Sihanou
So it is, but it isn't all that simple,

' Disastrous as the events of the last mont
inay-be, they should not be ailowed to obscur

| one very important thing. Cambodia is in th

on March 18. While he was in France on one |}
of his periodic “health cures,” he was strippedwl. ‘ th
of power, He had ruled his country almeost ;;-
singlehandedly for nearly 30 years.' But Siha- !
nouk’s ouster — and he may yet ‘return to
+1 Cambodia to reclaim what-he considers right-
fully his — does not dim the luster of his

ONE MONTH AFTER the event, it $eems

* bodians; . more Cambodians are fleeing the
“k.Vietnames8  Commuinists, and * Vietnamese
| civilians arc fleelng. a venpeful Cambodian-
jwbloodbath.” Nobody - is - happy. Not Peking,

uan: Yew, Si-
. as the shrewdest judge o
nism In Southeast Asia. He wag al
5' enough to predict his own downfall,
4 “When resistance will no longer
&, sible,” he said, “Sihanouk will withd
% the army, e«;-‘l‘f‘mé Americans., The United States'is faced

over” e g = = with 8 wider war ‘at a time when it is dis-

; Sihanouk did not withdraw. He was hicked|| enpaging from South Vietnam, and President
?_out. But with that difference, his forecast was

-Nixon is faced with the agonizing decision on
“correct. The army, headed by Gen. Lon Nol,,/ whether to grant Cambodia’s request for

is in_control of the government, and Cam. /jaTins at the risk of provoking a flare:up in
| bodia, . which for more than a decade man- ~domestic ‘antiwar dissent, It is difficult, Jiow=
V'aged to remain a tranquil island in the heart

ever, to see how he can refuse i his Guam'
E;or sedthing Southeast”Asia, has at last 'boen

 prophecy. o
| . With the possible exception of Singapore’s

¥ irascibie Prime Minister Lee K
¢ - hanouk w.

+ which regards the new regime as downright !

. hostile, and certainly 'not the'North Vietnam-'
I ese and the Viet Cong, who have reacted vig-

{ commu-ly orously to the threat to their Cambodian sanc- |
50 shrewd |, tuary, Four of Cambodia’s most populous '
4 }: 'pravinces bordering on South Vietnam are for
- | the most part under Communist control.

d -.‘| If the Communists aren’t happy, neither are

be ' pos:
d, * ; raw an
which is anti-Communist, will tak

[

Doctrine is to mean anything, for if ever a
country was the victim of Communist aggres-.

at Sihaniouk’s oustét’ was not a very good '

idea; Cambodians have turned against Cam- :

mess. it is today because of mass Vietnames
Communist intrusions, not because of th
United, States or South Vietnam or for tha
“matter Thailand, Except for occasional bor
der incursions in the hcat of battle — fo
which the United States duly apologized an
often paid indemnities — the United State
respected Cambodian neutrality and territo
‘rial integrity, The Communists did not,

" By Sihanouk’s own estimate, Hanol poure
miore than 40,000 North Vietnamese troop.
into their Cambodisn sanctuary to wage th

b
i

|

« war in South Vietnam. If Cambodia manage

to stay out of the Vietnam War during the las
five years, it was as much due to Americar
| forbearance as it was to Sihanouk’s politica
 cunning, .

[ NOR CAN SIHANOUK escape blame for his
jcountry’s agony. Intoxicated by his own clev
rerness, he played one‘side against the other ir
| a-dazzling display of diplomatic pyrotechnics
‘'When he thought the Communists were going
{to'win in Seuth Victnam, he compromised his
: own neutrality vy giving them sanctuary. Not
only that, he supplied them with rice anc

'
)
|

e “ ) ‘ ajlowed Chineseowned trucks to move arms
drawn into the wat it sought so.desporately to | sion from ‘ﬁ' within and without, it is Cr -~ "op 0 Uiville o Communist staging
it ‘_ ) "". ! " S » R i8 I CROT: o 5.
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r Atlast - long after most of the story
- . has been ferreted out by newsmen — the
~ details of the

i

i United' States had been providing air.
/: support-to the Laotian forces and ‘that -

v/ | the_CIA and the Green Berets had -

is-trained a supposedly elite Laotian army.

Now the released testimony to a

{ Senate subcommittee ' reveals that
.- American participation dates back to

» 1962, the year when Laos was supposed -

‘ to be  neutralized under the ‘Geneva
agreement. Since then about 100 Ameri-

i cans have been killed in Laos—half of

- them pilots based in Thailand, but the
t rest stationed right in Laos.

% " Far from maintaining ’gn}'alobr'i‘ad-
g;yisory role as officials ol.'l.-i the past two
L pdminletragions heye smplio. the D

&N

AN N S

* " Disturbing Facts on Laos

secret American  in<-
| volvement_in Laos ate being officially. .
i released. Tt was already known that the '

RS Sniet 45

. mission in Laos took an active role ini
_selecting targets and carrying out.bomb-}
ing rums. - ‘ ;
{

. _ 4
This incredible state of affairs started |
under the Kennedy administration but 1
developed mainly during the Johnson
.administration. President Nixon, while'i
overly reticent about revealing the facts, |
has apparently been waiting to scale it
down. The U. S. claims no vital interests
in Laos, and even if we had them it
would be inexcusable to mount such a
military operation' without the knowl-
edge of Congress or the American peo-. !
ple. It is easy to imagine how our .
_creeping involvement in-Laos could have |
become - another Vietnam-type war. |

e

 Under the new Nixon Doctrine, that pro-

: spect 'is now remote, and. presumably 1
:lg Laos adventure will be phased out
ong with the Vietnam war, . . .

\aa

. CE AP T
wa hed bl Saelk R

PUANGIRIR SR AV N
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the child feeding programs; fortunately, the
funding of lunches served free or at reduced
prices to necedy children actually is ralsed
by about $94 miltion.

However, $04 million is not nearly enough,
It 2.8 milllon more ncedy children are to be
supplled lunches {reo or at reduced prices,
thoe projected Incrense In program costa will
be $300 million, Some of this may be trimmed
by new developments which will lower pro-
duction costs, although the escnlating couts
) of food, labor and equipment will mnake it

-, difficult to achieve net savings,

It 1s tho deficit between the Administra-
tion's $94 miliion and the nctual cost of $300
million which must be supplied by the Con-
gress, or the states, or local governments, if

v
T
T
.

_ the Christmas promise 1s to become cdible, -’

The gap may be even larger than $208 mil-

* llon. The fiscal 1971 budget estimates the
. specinl assistance program will reach 5.5 mil-
-+ lon children a dnay. This program is budgeted
for $200 million in fiscal 1971, or an average
federal relmbursement of 20 cents per meal,
‘Assuming the U.S. Department of Agricul«
~_ ture will provide scven cents in commoditlies
7 for fiscal 1971 Just as it dld in fiscal 1970, the
: total federal contribution for these 5.6 mil-
“.~" lon dally lunches next school year will be 27
cents, leaving a total of 33 cents per meal to

' be provided by state and local governments,
This will cost $209 millton that must be pro-
.. vided from sources other than the ohildren,
'« If the number of free and reduced price
. lunches is increased to 6.6 million—satill too
" few—as pledged by the White House on
., .+ Christrars eve, the additional cost to state

ERRN
PR 2

“ae

and local governments will be $302 million,

For almost one quarter of a century, the
country has been on record with a pledge to
“gafeguard the health and well-being of the
‘nation’s children” through the school lunch
. . program, We went even farther, We promised
i to provide lunches free or at reduced prices

without discrimination to all children “who S

-are determined by local school authorities to

. :be unable to pay the full price.” The quota-

" tions are from the Nationnl School Lunch
. Act of 19486,

i The Congress is moving to help the Presi«

", dent carry out his pledge. In the week follow-

- - " ing Washington's birthday, the Senate passed

R

v

with amendments submitted by Senators Mc-
Govern, Javits and Kennedy. The leglslation,
which now goes to the House, shifts most of
the cost for free lunches to the federal gov-
ernment, makes these lunches avnilable to
children whose parents earn less than $4,000
a year, and requires a plan to be developed
and sent to Congress for extending food serv=

jce to all children in schools. The legis-

" .. latlon stands a good chance in the. House,
which last year passed a bill submitted by

- Representative Carl Perkins containing simi-

. lar proposals, It will face a far better chance
with a push from the White House. :

. The White House has moved us onto an
L . even higher level—orally. This 18 not a small
: .. matter because it places the President's ‘word

+ " and prestige on the line. Clenrly, it he puts

. *- the full power of his office behind a national,

-+ + state and local drive, the promise can be
* kept.

K

DISCLOSURE OF KEY FOREIGN
POLICY ACTIVITIES ;

Mr. FULBRIGHT. Mr. President, frank

.- disclosure by the executive branch to

" Congress of key foreign policy activities—

_ in executive session if necessary—Is one

. basic necessity for the continued func-

. tioning of our form of democratic gov=-
- ernment, i

Among the several important issues

raised in the recently released Laos tran-

script of the Symington suboommittes of

" . a bill proposed by Scnator Herman Talmndge, -

STATINTL

the Forelgn Relations Committee is that
of the questionable nature of that dis-
_closure when it come to U.S. activities
in Laos,
This issue was discussed on Tuesday,
April 21, by two pcreeptive washington
. journalists, Murrcy Mnrder, of the
Washington Post, and Tom Wicker, of
the New York Times, . .
T recommend both articles to Senators
for the problem they discuss is as appil-
enble to facts developed or held by the
administration on ABM capabilities as 16
{s to our military adversaries' activities in
‘LAa0s. ’ '

to any present or planncd military assist-
‘ance activitics the United States may
* undertake in Cambodin.

T would remind the administration
that the Foreign Relations Committee
expects.to be consulted before this Gov-
ernment lakes that first step—however
small it seems. :

The history of Vietham and the re-

. .cently disclosed story of Laos reveals a
_pattern of constantly escalating involve-
ments which grew uncontrolled from
. small steps first taken without full public
debate of future consequences, .
"1 ask unanimous consent that ‘the
articles be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the articles
were ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows: .

" {From the Washington (D.C.) Post, Aﬁr. a1,
. 1970) : :

\

|

*  DecEPTION IN LAoS A DELIBERATE One

: {(By Murrey Marder)
. For more than six years, the Bymington
. Bubcommittec's report on Laos shows, the
- United Stntes practiced a policy of ofMclal

deception about its extremely extensive miti-
. tary oporations in Laos,

1t did not do so idiy or haphnzardly. The
of Congress—and even ncwsmen as well—

policy of official deception was catried out
deliberately and systematically, for what offi-
.clals at the highest levels of government

were convinced were sound reasons of na.

tional security. Many of those officials are
still Just as convinced that the reasons for
deception were and are fully justified, and
that U.S. operations in Laos are a "model” of
.an eficlent, successful, relatively low-cost,
effectively clandestine, counter-guerrilla op-
eration,
On the last count, the oflicials may be
- right—the Lnos operations may be a model
iof & successful, secret operation apgainst
tough odds. But that by no means answers
* the renl question which is whether a handful
‘of counter-insurgency zenlots should have
the right to define our national interests for
us in this fashion, and then involve us in &
dangerous and entangling mission without
, the public knowing anything about 1t. This
‘18 the critical mornl issue ralsed by thoe Laos
- henrings and townrd the end of the censored
transcript Sen. Btuart Symington, who 1s
.anything but anti-military, and who knew

from visits to Loos as much as any-Senator,

did about the U.8. role there, raises the mat-
ter in blunt terms; N
»We incur hundreds of thousands of US.
casualties because we are opposed to a closed
goclety. We say we are an open soclety, and
- the enemy 18 a closed society.
“Accepting that premise, 1t would appear
fogical for them not to tell their people
(what they are doing); but it is sort of &

twist on our basio philosophy about the im-

portance of containing communism,
“}ore wo are telling Americans they muss
.‘_nght and dlg,tq maintain an opqn-ooo!ot!-
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it also is particularly pertinent today .

S ance” of what it was doing in Laos carr

\

1601

“san advisory group's” sole mission iz “to

-

" tlons, therefore, to counter that “everyone”

but not tellhﬂ'o,ur people what w g
That would ¥eem the characteristic of
closed soclety.” ' . : E
The situation recalls a comment made In_ - .
privato, by & Western European friend whoSTAT'N

T

o

i3 extremely pro-American and who was trou-
bled by the international moralistic conse«
‘quences of tho American military fntorven- -
tion in the Dominican Republic in April,
1065. When the Johnson administration was
caught lylng ahout its original rationale for .’
_the intervention (“to save American 1tves”),
this man remarked in dismay:

“This will sccretly please a lot of Euro-
peans,” R .
“RBecause,” he answered, “they always have
resonted the holler-than-thou American atti- ..
tude about Intervention, about fmperlallsm,
about your claim to a ‘higher morality.! Now
you are down In the gutter with us. The*®
U-2 . (spy-plane flights over the Boviet -
_Union) affair was the first blow o American ( .V’
‘virginity’; this is the second. Now we are

all moral prostitutes.”

Later that year came the major American
slide into Vietnam, then afterward, increas-
ing unofliclal disclosure of the clandestine
American involvement in ILoga.

Senate Forelgn Relations subcommittes
hearings on Laos showed how Congress it-
self 1s misled by artful or dellberately technl-
_cal offictal replies to questions. - .

In 1068, the Laos transcript reveals the
parent committee was informed that: “. . .~
.We do not have n military training and ad- .
visory organization in Laos.” The Laos In-
quiry confirmed that there are hundreds of
JU.S. “advisers” In Laos and at training bases
for Laotlan forces in Thailand. The Syming-
‘ton Subcommittee demanded an explanation.
: There i3 no inconsistency, government
"witnesses responded; in military parlance,

L

P

‘provide advice ., ., dow
fevels,” came the explana

n to lower unit ",
tion, U.S, military - '
‘personnel in Laos provide "advice,” but of- e
ficially do not constitute “an advisory ’
" group.” e
. His committee, Sen. Fulbright protested, .
was victimized by "semantics.”

It i3 argued by many officials, members

that nothing vitally new has been disclosed -
about U.8. operations in Laos that was not, :
or should not have been, known to any care- . .
ful reader of his dally newspaper,

This is baslcally correct. But there i3 a
.fundamental difference in B nation that
claims o standard of “higher morallty” be-
tween admitting its ections offictally, and
having knowledge of them seep out. .
© In fact, this is precisely the case that the
United States government argued for maln-
taining officinlly secrecy for six years, RS the
testimony shows: to take “officlal oogniz- °
led & ',
whole range of possible International reper- "}
cusslons, .

Newspaper accounts can be disavowed; 8. :
‘report that 18 inaccurate even fractionally—
as accounts of secret operations are very
ltkely to be—can be officially dismissed as
contalning “Innumerable inaccuracies.” This- .
_often has been the ofliclal response to enter=
prising news reports about Lnos—or Viet-
nom, or Cambodin, It 1s hardly a satisfactory
answer - to the national moral questions
ralsett by such clandestine military opera=

.knew about them anyhow, s0 there was an  ~
real deception, .
~ Nor ia it any moral “out,” as Sen. Syming- -

ton noted, to shift blame to the Central In- -

" ‘telligence Agency for operational activitles .--"-

"1t wns directed to perform by the nation's

lendership. The moral responsibllity is gov- ° -

_ernmeont-wide, = . ' e
Those who express bafflement about why .-

& younger generation loses falth in the words

of ite leeders will ind eoine answers in the ~ .
s s

N . T e .
. . .

-
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"« metralmente

0 Sotto il controllo direlto di Law; ence Devlm, capo della CIA « Vzen-
" “tiane, una fitta rete di informatori e di « consiglieri mzlztart » - Ma il
" Pathet Lao ha praticamente nelle mani il Paese

Dal nostro invialo

VIENTIANE, aprile

" L'onhesto 1nvhto che sbarca
in questi giorni nella capi.
#tale del Laos {l pin delic
volte non perde -nemmeno

4 tcmpo per lavarst le mant

nella sua camera del «Lan
Xang» o dcl « Constelia.
tion », 1 due alberghi della
- colonfa  giornalistica di
Vientlane, ridiventata fol-
tissima. Subito sl metle in
-giro a caccia di notlzie @

« . al primo collega clhe ncon-

‘«Dovie il | ‘rogante non & poca quando

tra domanda:
Pathet ‘Lao?». Le notizie
sull'avanzata delle forze
partigiane al di qua della

- mitica Piana delle Giare,
- sulla diretirice di sud-ovest

. — ossla verso Vientlane,
capitale amministrativa —

- o sulla direttrice di nord-

* ‘ovest — ossia verso Luang
Prabang, capitale reale —
-sono considerate infatti ge-
_nert di prima nec¢essitd e

- sembrano consentire, . di
questt templ, la costruzio-
ne di ogni ipotesl strategl-

ca e di ogni previsione po-.

litica non solo per il Laos
ma per tutta I'Asla del sud-

-. est, Ma siccome tali infor-

mazionl o sono false o esl-
stono soltanto per potere

. prio interlocutore che il

Ya
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' care di sapere dove si tro-”

vi il Pathet Lao, ossia il
braccio armato del Neo
Lao Itak Xat (traduciamo,
per hrevitd e chiarerza:
Fronle della sinlstra lao-
tiana), rappresentl una cu¢
rlositd perfettamente glu-
Atificata.

Lineffubile
« ufficio ferniture »
Ma la sorpresa dell’inter.
si sente rispondere dal pro-

Pathel Lao si trova dietro

" l'angolo, subito dopo 1'Ar-
» co di trionfo (squallida re-

4

essere subito contraddette -

da altre informazioni dia-
opposte, le
" sortl dl questo paese stra-
“'vagante che ¢ il Laos, con
un re, due capitall e tre
raggruppamenti polfiti-
cl, ciascuno dotato di un
proprio escrcito, mutano,

nelle previsioni degli osser- !

vatori, da un glorno all’al-
.tro e

©ra

l
!
}

-mindscenza della  doninge

zione francese) a trecento
metri dall’'ambasciata ame-
ricana. Basta seguire le in-
clicazioni per rendersi con-
to che non st tratta di uno
scherzo. Dietro I'angolo, su-
bito dopo I'Arco di Trion-
fo, a trecento mctrl dalla
ambasclata americana in-
fatti, clrcondata da wuno
steccato e oltre un polvero-
50 glardlno, pleno di albe.
rt ma' trasformato in una
area di parcheggio por
Jeeps, sta una bassa e lar.
‘ga costruzione in muratu.
In cul ha sede la
rappresentanza permanen-
te del Pathet Louo a Vien-
tiane, guldata dal col. Soth
Pethras! e presidiata in ar-
ml da un distaccamento dl.
120  uwomint -dell'escreito
partiglano. Due d) essl, Im-
,peccabllmente sullattcntl
"montano la guardia davan-

n che%# ﬁm Fegty | 'gﬁ%‘&mmﬁtﬁ’p

t5€ Sepa
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- time carablne semiautoma-
tiche AK 47 di fabbricazio-
ne cinese, Per la strada

si, del ragazzoni biondi in
boxghese con vistosi giub-
bottli in pelle, da aviatore.
Sono piloti e navigatori di
Air America e del Conti-

y nental Air Service, le.duc

4 compagnle acree create di
* sana planta dalln CIA e de-
stinate a ognl traffico giu-
dicato  necessario  dalla
centrale’americana di splo-

nagglo e sovversione. DI-
clamo subito che questi

trafficl sono infiniti e im-

‘prevedibili: dal trasporto
dell'oppio . coltivato = dal
montanari Meo sulle a}lte-
terre del nord-ovest e ven-
duto pol al mercato di
Vientiane, assieme a frutta

-e verdura, fino allo sposta-
mento, a mezzo di elicot-
terl il piu delle volte, del
commandos di

. verdin,

I «berrettl verdi»

s¢, gli uomini delle «for-
ze specialli »
. statunitense, non hanuo di-
" mando e la loro sede qui

plazzati a Udorn, al di 1a
-del Mekong, fiume df con-

Ia loro aviazione. Quando -
f vengono &

- BT

passano, rident! e chiasso-

«herrettt | ol importante bolle

che

sono, per chi non lo sapes- i 1o"qy yista le ragazze del-

| 1a «Rosa Blanca», il piu’ i

detl'esereito prestigloso

t Tito di avere 1l loro co- i ¢"ye iy sono accaniti fre-

a. Vlentiune, cosl si sono | quistare dl tutto, da un

. fine. Udorn é una delie ba- :
i sl thallandesl che gli Sta..
ti Uniti hanno costruito, -
senza badare a. spese, per

Vlentlano ~- 8|
‘ iy

.sinlstra,
.nord e del sud, sovieticl e

-8i, vivono insomama a Vien.

[C1A-RDP80-01601R000R
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ci vengono spessissimo — |

non portano distintivi né | -
divise ma una semplice tu-
ta di fatica e fanno capo
a uno strano luogo, un po’
in periferia, dove ha scde

un anodino servizio detto
« Ufficlo forniture» che
non ¢ se non un'altra delle
trasfigurazioni della CIA.
Sotto 11 controllo " ditetto
di Mr. Lawrence Deviin,,
citpo della CIA a Vientla-
ne con la Innocente coper-
tura di « consiglicre politi.
co» . all'ambasclata USA,
questo uificio tiene fede as-

sal bene al suo nome po.

tendo «fornire» in effetti
qualsiasi cosa, da uno
stock di armi modernissi-
me per ogni uso, a un
gruppo di wominl per una
azione di commando fino
a una incursione di B.52.
Pare che una delle maniere
migliori per sapere se qual-

nella pentola del «servizl
speciali », sia di non perde-

bordello - dl
Vientiane, di cul i « berret-

guentatori e dove st pué ac- |

panetto dl opplo a un lin-
gotto d'oro, oltre, com’d ov-
vio, al servizi naturali in
tale tipo di istituto,
Laotianl di destra, laotia-
ni neutralisti, laotiani di
vietnamitt  del

cinesl, americani ¢ france.
si, uomint della CIA e del
servizl speciall statuniten-

Ochudp all'altro,
continuex
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A few weeks ago, to dlscOunt re-

[pmts that the United States is aclive-; cost oh thq ‘basis of simple arithmetic, ,‘

- ly engaged in the war in Laos, Presi-

; - dent Nixon said that no combat troops: .

¢ are involved and that “‘fewer than 50"

- Americans — civilian and mlhtarv —

ass1gned to the U. S. mission in Laos

 have lost their lives as a result of'

" enemy action.

- This week it was disclosed that,

?;f?;-’,/The U S Is Dlreclmg (

about 200 have been killed and 200

H others are missing or prlsonels as the :

! result of a secret U. S. military 'opera-

tlon in Laos known as Project 404.
" Why did the President lie?
"' The existence of the operation was

' disclosed in testimony taken last fall .

l'by the Senate subcommittee on se- =

“curity agreements and commitments
abroad and just now released, in. cen-:
sored form, by committee officials.

" This. clandestine maneuver has’

been directed, for the last four years,

'by the U.'S. Embassy in Vientiane, un- -

known to the Congress and to the.
American people It is admmistered
by the U, | amba‘ssador and mvolves
“some of bhe 2,000-member. U, S. mis-
_sion in Laos. I includes more "than
100 military attaches who fly with the
Royal Laotian Air Force and direct
Laotian pilots to thexr targets. More-
over, the ambassador personally re-
Jiews all proposed U. S. air strikes :
(from Vietnam and Thailand) against -
“Pathet Lao and North Vietnamese po-’
sitions, passmg reports along to. the
. 8. Air Force ‘commanders.

R S N

'No_cgst_estimates were, released::

\

‘lot of trouble in Southeast Asia; no-
. body is yet aware how deep it is, how

STATINTL
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‘But the U. S~ bombmg ra1ds in Laos !

more than $1, 300,000 daily.

- Why have- these operations ‘been .
shrouded in secrecy? Because thcy’i
are a direct violation of thé ireaty
that declares Laotian neutrality. The |
Administration didn’t even want any 3
" of the Senate subcommittee testimony 1
disclosed because of the fear of a Rus— i

3

‘sian protest. .

But Senator Stuart Symmvton in-
sisted. “If we can get the facts out to '
the people,” he said, “I believe there
is a chance of avoiding another th-§
nam war. If we don’t get the- facts f
out, I don’t believe there is a ‘chance.” !

Well, the facts are ouf.— 90.per

. cent of them anyhow. But the opera-

- tion is apparently continuing. :
- “It is not a question whether it is .
right or it is wrong,” added Syming-.
“ton. “The point we are-trying to bring
out ‘is that this is true. And neither
““does the Congress — and neither does
.the committee nor the Senate Armed
“Services " Commlttee know all the
facts i :

“The U. S. has 1nvolved ftself in'a

“extensive the commitments. The wars;
there, the fighting, the intrigue are
‘being run by the Pentagon, by the
White House, by commanders in the;
“field, ‘by the Central Intelligence
"Agency, and now — it develops — by
thc—emﬁsms Small wonder the outs
‘come_ has been 50, fmustratmg U

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4
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" More Lightonlaos =

It took a Senate shbcor’nmi'tte’e’six‘_l\:'5;'if1‘égular" Léotian army force. The N

months of battling with the Defense and.~
State Departments to blast loose facts:.

ties in Laos during the past several’

“15.8. Agency for International Develop-
“‘ment (AID) has a group of retired army

. ahout clandestine American war activi- .o f ficers headquartered in Thailand.

“"which has trained and equipped other

years. These operations, kept secret un- -~ military groups active in Laos; Anex-’

%l now from the American people, have .. tensive network of undercover projects

cost the taxpayers billions of dollars, - has been in existence since 1962, -

and American lives have been lost.

The whole Laos story has not yet been

. revealed, but at least the subcommittee
{ headed by Senator Stuart Symington of
“Missouri has managed to rip away most
of the curtain of censorship behind
which the Executive Department has
_ hidden its operations. _. ... 5

Although’ the * State*Department s,
supposed to devote itself to nonmilitary

ses on bombing targets. In additionithe

A strange excuse is given by Adminis- '.
tration officials to justify their stubborn -

devotion to- secrecy. It is that the gov-

ernment should not indicate to the Soviet

~Union that the United States may have

“yiolated the 1962 Geneva agreements on ;

‘Laotian neutrality. But Russia has

.- known .all along just what the U.S. has
~.7been doing. It is only the American pub-

lic which was kept in the dark. ‘
. activities, it. was revealed that the .

* American ambassador in Laos supervis-
- es-and directs Army personnel and pas- -

TR

.ington's committee has done ww

inthelight.. -+ - oI ...

' American military interventionism in
" Asia is too important a matter to be con-
- cealed from its citizens. Senator Sym--

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4
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U.S.Role in Laos Is Story ‘\ S

Of Intrigue, Broken Promises |

Richard Harwood | _

."' I‘ . ‘\:
‘—‘u-»\l tw ¥

.
' ON JULY 23, 1962, the | 'TVIE REST oftfhe Amert The next development |
Communist and non-Com. ean government "',“"'“‘" gel- | ghould have heen predicta-
munist powets in Asia — in- ting involved in !‘“P'-“',“““"o ble. The Laos needed more
] (‘l“("“ﬂ the U“"(‘d Sinles — ' 19“2 Wh(‘.n ‘Hm new INW\O ("rc(\,t forms o[ Amprl(un"v f
¢ Klaned the Geneva Accords Minister, Souvanna Thou- | help—active  combat —sup-
to create, A neutral 1.aos, ma, asked hoth the Russtans port. So in 1064, months he- $ ' ,

. The forcigners agreed lo and the Americans for mitl }
1 s K ' tary equipment. forc pround troops were |

. withdraw  their  military ] t Victnam, the Alr
t torces from the little coun- \ The Russinns turned him ;'(:)r:'cdu;acgn(r‘\ prf;vidlng alr ¢

i try and promised never to | down. The Amerieans didn't | goconnaisance, then alr e
. gend any more troops — not . and agreed lo put into the | oouie “then alr strikes then
. even military advisers, | country 1,100 tons of mill close | support. 7o got this = . .
% he Russians pulled out | tary equipment cach month. | 301 done, it was necessary Lo g
* their 500 troops. The Amerl- |- “That was a marginal viola- | ‘sond in American ground
 cans pulled out the 750 they |, tion of the Geneva Accords, | gontrollers - and airborne S
had. including 450 Green Be- but it set in motion other ac- | gpotters to manage the ' .. -
, rets who had hcen operating. tivities that were a clear vio- | girikes. T SRR
In \he boondocks as White ~lation of our promises.. "By 1968, the Speclal ; S -
Star Teams. The North Viet- | Somcbody had to find out | worees wanted a piece of the : S
, namese, who were always » what kind of equipment the actifm and proposed a
: known as the bad guys, Laotians really needed. So 'Golden Eagle operation that .
(.\) ! pulled out 16 men and left | the United States recruited | jnvolved, presumably, the )

~ 6.000 others behind fn their | retired military men, put insertion of Green Beret’ ) .
lair in the northern prov-, them in civillan clothes and ‘teams into the countryside. | ‘
"'inCCS. ‘” sent them into Lﬂgs ﬂshemi . That was turned down, i
The agreement was hailed - ployees of a new branch oL - ‘
as a triumph of reason over . our AID mission — the Re- CIRUt o?eematiil;nssup&(;{;, '{?,2 ‘.
r passion and as a great diplo.  quirements Office. Meos, the use of Army and
matic coup for President Somebody had to stock- L Ay 'Force , “coordinators,” .
;‘Kennedy. .\ pile, maintain, process and ~ {he various missions of DEP- ’

\We are now learning from ||, transport this equipment. So CHIEF and other American *
~the Senate TForeign Rela- iy the United States created . actlvities have mushroomed
* tions Commitlee that there Il another new agency. 1t was . into a'"—billion” annual en-
was less to that agreement |F, called Deputy Chicf, US. ‘¢, terprise. ‘The figure is classi-
* than met the eye and that |’ Military Assistance Group, . fied. .

- within 60 days after it was {; "Thailand, or DEPCHIEF, as " All the while and right up

signed, the United States !t was known in the trade. ' to today, Article 4 of the Ge-.
was cmbarked upon a series 1. Jfy mission was classified ,  heva Accords remains in ef-;

_ of secret activities designed 1* and 1ts headquarters was “feet: '

to violate every promise this ‘! across the border in Thai-{ : “The introduction of for-i'
country had made, 'land, " elgn regular and {rregular .
. 1t 18 a delicious story of Somchady had to check on . troops, foreign paramilitary,

intrigue, black tricks, €over | hn Laotians to sec that they | - formations and foreign mili-;
operations, sceret agentS, | ywere using thelr new weap-|  t&ry pero't.mel into Laos is,
phony agencies and code | gns properly and to give: : prohibited”. . . e ._, -
names like Golden Eagle, | {hem advice, So the United | © e s e b
Operation Triangle, 5ea- | giates set up another cover |’ - .
cord, DEPCHIEF, and Pro}- | gperation—Project 404. This
ect 404, . was the code name for the
The first fact that | Army and Alr Force advis-
emerges from the commit- | ers sent into the country to
] tee's hearings is that the | “supplement” the altache
..Americans never left Laos | ‘staff at the .American em:
as they had promised to do. | bassy in Vientiane.

CIA operatives remalined in
the hills to provide “suste- IT WAS SOON obvious

” heir allies among that the Laotians could use
?I:: c?we:’o :rl‘;)esmen led by additional training., DEP-

[ ]

Pao, whose CHIEF took on part of that 4 ST , .
.,?f,'{f,':l.hy:;f hadabeen-'wn job, to supplement what the \/ P
he likes to fight,. .. ...~ CIA already was doing with

Weng Pao's Lroopers,, - &) . ; _ ‘ 3
Approved For Rela5se 2001/03/04 - CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4
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Special Report

Private Airline
Pilots Fly Deep
In Laotian Bush

'By. FRANCOIS SULLY |
News Ameriean-Newsweek Correspondent 1

VIENTIANE, Laos — Early every morning, 70
I small, highly powecred planes roar off from the

HTRETn

. BRI

-

¥ Vientiane airport and head for “Old Sam Soak’

« Strip”" or *Pop's Field" or certain other tiny"g'
¢ clearings deep in the.Laotian bush, ;
I “Sometimes no one ¢an lell whether a site is‘
- closed or open,” says one of the pilets. “You get.
! there and circle the place, looking for any sus-
‘. picious sign. Il no one shoots, you take y(_)ur;
:'.‘ chance and land and kecep the engine running
~.until a friendly face shows up.”

“whatever the customer has for us. A lot of
‘mance- gefs- around about our aclivities,

ro-
but

they're much more routine than yon would think."

! The planes bear the discreet markings of Air_]
.- America — better known in some circles as "CIA%

Nominally, Air America Is a privately owned
: company which does all its flying in Southeast
! Asia and all of it under contract to the U.S. gov-
. ernment.

it

-8 U

i AF Am

erica is an offspring of Civil Air Trans- |

i port (CAT), the company formed
by Gen. Claire Chennault and
some‘of his Flying Tigers alter
World War II. . .

In. its carly days, during the
Chinese revolution, CAT did a brisk
 business flying relief supplies into
China—and fallen war lords and
their loot out to safety, Later
Chennault sold out, and since then
- the line has been involved in most
of the wars In Southeast Asia. It
Ierried supplics into the French in

supplying anti-Communist- forces
[ in Laos at lcast since 1962.

NOWADAYS, Air America uses
f twin-cngine  Volpar  Beccheralts
. and Swiss-built Pilatus Porters. It
. has about 150 of them and some
t 600 pilots to do the flying.
Some of the executives like to
. gay the pilots are recruited mostly
among civilian cropdusters,
Alaskan bush pilots and similar
- figures from the seat-of-the-pants
flying era. Actually, most are
' service veterans, and in some
.cases even their “veteran” status
| 18 in doubt,

'Victnam in the '"50s and has been|

.|Air , America’s motto: “Anything,

a village before the arrival of'
Communist troops. When this
happens, the pilot pulls up the
ladder and battens down the air-
craft until things quiet’ down o
the landing strip. ‘

“THESE MEN are highly ox
perienced professidnals,” says on
expcutive. “They fly eight to ten
hours a day over mostly uncharted
mountains with almost no naviga.
tional aids, They face slick landing
strips, treachcrous approach
winds, rough terrain, bad weather
in the rainy seasons and blinding
fog in the dry scasons.” ‘.,

Mbstly, however, the men who
run Air America play down the.
drama, along with the CIA con<
nections.

""We opcrate on a you-call-we-
haul basis,” says the line’s general
manager in. Vientiane, James A.
‘Cunningham Jr. ““We don’t go into
details. We don't ask for creden-
tals.” ) .

And wordlessly he gestures
toward a placard emblazoned with

/

:;\ll]lyt'i_me,_ 'y Anywhere. Professions|;
N T

’L"_L’,.”".'"W M}’"?Mﬂ 1:’ ':,v,
AR \i\ L s ] It Y

< ACTUALLY, ITS MAIN assignment Is to assi'st L il o i

l’ in the half-acknowledged U:S. war commitm_cnt in: - th'clz) X}: l;?:ég’ ?:tc: (X;rec%g?;: b . )

} Laos. As a civilian organization, it can clrcu‘m-i K and .then back into the service,

! vent the 1962 Geneva accords which bar foreign? again. Some have even been given

. military aircraft from Laos but permit air activity 4 % T € ‘ o
F'by civilian planes.. C . § U.S. decorations—albeit in private ;

' And Air America is ahout as active as an alr--}’ ceremonics—for thelr: heroic per- ;

‘line can be, Indeed, it is one of the largest ofy formances while serving in the Sl »

. U.S. lines, ranking just bchind National ands private organization, - : .

' ahcad of Northcast in the number of its plancs, ' The heroism is often very real.

{and personnel. Pilots have been killed on

| " Last year Air America carried 11,000 passen- N missions, have been captured, ex-

i \gers, 16,000 refugees and 6,000 tons of cargo, It ecuted or have sin_uply disap- , : S

jalso dropped $4 million worth of rice to 150,000 peared. They earn their relatively : i B
" refugees in Laos, and flew in several hundred high pay—up to- $25,000 & . year,| i v

¥ Thal troops to help defend the Long Cheng outs, untaxed, i Lo

! post. against Communist aftack, c [ MANY 01" THEM fly for the Foer

S ; " "," Jmoney, but perhaps more do it forj - i

r,.:;- MORE TO THE clandestine point, the airline the adventuté—or simply for the 2 o

~I& ‘available to drop individual agents behind the! joy of flying without having to .

% North Vietnamese lines in Laos — and pick them: obey the bureaucratic rules im.

« up when their mission is completed. posed on military pilots, And some| g

‘t - It has also been used by the CIA in Vietnam ook upon it as simply another job, | - .

i to fly out high-level Viet Cong prisoners, and byJ - Lanky, 49-yearold Clyde|" )

!.the Grecn Berets to supply. Montagnard mer| Morehouse, & retited Alr Force :
.cenaries, : _ lieutenant colonel, spends a good ;

I'" Well-informed observers beliove that Air Amer-{ portion of his time ferrying Lao- -

i+ lca has gone even further: that it regularly picks ‘tian officers to remote outposts in O

' up agents in North Victnam, that it puts' U.S.: . the. hills—and managés ‘to seem :

I Special Forces teams, into Laos, that it para- bored by it all. . . )

i* chutes infiltrators into Cambodia and that 3t Tlies|

of e
= jntelligence missions along the Chinese coust, these mountain valleys, you've o
Ali this, and private enterprise, 1oo, For Aip

seen them il he naya,  \'. i o
] America I8 part of a_complex corporale organizas ‘ o e ' oo ‘ L .
e S E R L IHAu9001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700030001-4
\/ " A. Doole Jr,, 60, a large, amiable ex-Fan Ameri ’ '
¢\ «an pilot who has a gpecial sort of used-car qqles-

LIV P o

! “Once you've 'scen ‘a couple

"4
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- Cuba with its usual disclaimer of **Who, me?’*
1. The fiction which Administration myth-makers’ want s
'“us to believe is that the Central Intelligence Agency | "
- and the Pentagon brass are independent agencies oper- ...,
..+  ating on their own, with no direction or control from:
. i, | the ‘executive, legislative and judicial departments of
| the government. . L
} But self-exposure of this deliberate Administration’ ,’:.f"
policy of trying to gull the U.S. population is increas-|
. ing. It is patently evident that no “‘invasion” of Cuba’
. could have occurred without funds, arms, protection and) .
- instigation by agencies under diréction and control of i
i the Nixon Administration. ‘
¥ The aim of all this humbug is to dlvert attention
CEL from the sinister meaning of the so-called *‘Nixon Doc-~
trme which the President: set forth at Guam. .
""" . The doctrine is operating this moment’ in Vietnam,, -
Cambodla and Laos. Now it has been applied to the.
. first socialist state in the Western Hemisphere, and as |’
‘ applied to Cuba, it means paying and directing Cubans:
i to kill Cubans, Latins to kill Latins to fatten the swin-.
-1 ish U.S. monopolies that feed off the misery of the La-
" ! tin American peoples.
f Soon or late, unless the monopolies are curbed, un- .
_ ‘,less the Nixon gang in the executive, legislative and
| judicial branches of government are thrown out by the
,electorate, unless the military brass are brought under ; -
' eivilian control—unless the people mobilize and organize |
| to bring about these results, the Nixon. Doctrine could
. come to mean increasing numbers of Americans paid.
. and directed to kill other Americans. R
, A first step toward preventing such a culmmatnon is
an increase of the popular movement to end the ag-|
; 'gression against the people of Indo-Chma. and to de-
SR mand hands off Cuba now!

- " ey

Approved For Releasé 2001/03/04 : CIA:RDP80-01601R000700030001-4

Laos, Cambodla—and now Cuba, " gotine B
Having been caught in one lie after another about | - < TV

the U.S. secret intervention in Laos, the Administra-|" . .
tion is now clamming up about the latest attack on’ SRy e
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r in Laos

~a

bared fo Senators

Daily World Foreign Department

Senate testimony released yesterday on the eve of President Nixon's report to- the. -
nation on Southeast Asia revealed that the U.S. ambassador to Laos has been directing a .=
secret mlhtary operation and that a clandestme U.S. group in Thailand has been training -~

‘and equipping Laotian troops.

This testimony had been given
at hearings held last fall by the

and commitments

Walter Pincus, a member of

* mony which the people ‘‘have a

right to know” is still undisclos-
ed. Pincus made his statement
in a

ington (D-Mo).

The “secret military operation” -~

referred to in the testimony

made public was called ‘‘Project -
: 404,” and began on October, 1966, :
with 117 military and five civil-

letter tg subcommittee,
.chairman, Senator Stuart Sym-

© Senate subcommittee on security °
. agreements
- abroad. The Nixon administration
t had up to now forbade any of it "
* to be made public.

¢ the Senate subcommittee staff, .
¢ declared that some of the testi- .

ian personnel being assigned to:

the U.S. Embassy in the Lao cap-

sonnel
“Royal Lao” air force and they

o spot targets for air strikes.
Deputy Assistant Secretary of

State William H. Sullivan, -U.S.

. ital, Vientiane, The project per-..”
fly missions with the-

+ firmed aspects of U.S. .
. ment in Laos long ago uncovered:,
+ by U.S, and other newsmen..- -+ : -

ambassador in Laos, 1964-69, said:

“The ambassador approves or

disapproves whether-a strike can
be made.” If it is approved, then .

the request is passeq on to the .

US Air Force 'in Thailand or
Vietham. Sen, Symington said -
this means the ambassador has

,become a ‘military proconsul,”’

in Laos instead of a diplomat, ,

Sen. J. William Fulbright, (D-
Ark) chairm:n of the Senate For- .
eign Relations Committee, 'said:
I have never seen a country en- -
gage in so many devnous under- ‘
takings as this.”

neva Agreements on Laos.

The 1962 agreements prohibit--
foreign military forces of any-
kind from operating in Laos.

The testimony also showed that,

-“Royal Lao" forces are trained -

and equipped by a secret ‘‘Spe- .
cial Requlrements Organization’' -
based in Thailand and run by-
“retired” U.S. military person- ;
nel. Much of the testimony con- .’
involve-."::

Still secret'

Pincus, in his letter to Sym-::
ington, said the still-secret, ma-’
terial in the testimony covers:

—U S. government support for ‘

—— JRSRPSP . USSR

the clandestine army of General '
Vang Pao, a force of some 15,000 a."%

. Meo tribesmen and opium smug- ;'
.glers run by the CIA in northern

' Laos. i{;‘

—Adequate information about

increased U.S. combat sorties .

. over northern Laos. 2

~—Cumulative U.S. military aid -
since 1962 to Lao regular and ir- «

*.. regular forces,

Administration officials testi- '
fied they did not want to be ac- -
..cused of violating the 1962 Ge- '

—““The millions of dollars it -
has and is costing for U.S, air-

.combat operatnons over northern
. Laos."

—U.S. air bases in Thalland ;
" used to bomb Laos.
—"The financing by the U.S. of

. third-country nationals in the war -,

in North Laos."” (‘‘Third-country
nationals’’ probably refers to the
Filipinos, Thais, Vietnamese, Aus- :
- tralians and Chinesé Nationalists %
" the U.S. is using in its operatxons i
~inLaos.)

The Senate testimony also in-
“cluded the dlsclosure that **some- !
thing under 200" U.S. mlhtary

. personnel had been Killed in -

Laos, about a quarter of them in’

_northern Laos. President Nixon " -

‘had claimed earlier ‘that no U.S. "
- ground combat forcgs had been
kmed in combat in Laos P

—
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War m Laos harcﬁiy d secref

Unknown to Congress- and the
:American people, -
Communist military operation has

been directed by the American em-
" “bassy in Laos for the last four years,

it is charged. But how substantial .

is that accusation?

| We don’t know who named the
loperation “Project 404,” which is

rather James Bondish, but if-it was -

supposed to be secret it has been
the worst kept mxhtary secret of
the:century. -

. A vast amount’ of matemal

correspondents whose beat has been

Laos even when the guerilla war’

there was fairly quiescent. And

‘since the indigenous Pathet Lao

. (Communist) Party and 67,000
?North Vietnamese regulars turned

‘on the heat in Laos a few months.

1ago there has. been a spate of Te-
' porting. :

. The President hxmself on March
"6 made a statement on the history
"and current motive of our involve-

iment in which he said we were -

Psupporting the independence and
‘neulrality of Laos as set forth in
' the Geneva accords of 1962.

' He added: “In addition to our air
roperations on the Ilo: Chi Minh
“irail, we have continued to carry

. out reconnaissance flights in north.

Laos and fly combat-support - mis-
.sions for ‘Laotian fporces: when re-
quested by the ROyal Laotman gov-
ernment” o

"That’s an’ astomshing admission
from a Pres1dent who ;s trymg to

ie !..< o '-~' v
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keep this Laotian sideshow a secret
war, which is what the Senate Sub-
committee on Security and Agree-.
ments Abroad is’ suggesting. Short
of announcing weekly war commu-
niques, what does the committee
want?

As the press has fa1thfu11y re-:
ported, Americans have been in-.

volved with air controllers to pin-,

point targets for the fledgling.
Laotian  air force, ground combat:
instructors, the CIA and two Ameri-

- can a1rl1r‘r’e§“"f6'i*“”fog1st1cs and sup-’
. .port. -

facts, figures and some intelligent -
; aguesswork—has been printed from .

But even in an openly declared

-war you don’'t announce the tonnage:
_of every bomb you’ve dropped, how"

many air missions were aborted,.
what .the state of your logistics:
backup is. We do reveal air casual-
ties, on Mr, Nixon’s order, and wei
don’t have any GI’s. commltted in
combat.

Because the Reds are making war
clandestinely despite their signature

on the 1962 accords, we have to. -

counter to keep faith with our sig-
nature pledging Laotian independ-
ence., This administration, as its
predecessor, wants to avoid making
headlines out of every military
move because one day everyone
probably will have to return to the
1962 pact terms. It’s the best for-
mula for peace and peace there
would be if the Reds acquiesced..
-Instead, Hanoi has never -ad-
mitted a ‘single one of its soldiers
is aggressing in Laos. Perhaps the
senators could better direct -their:
charges about secrecy to Hanoi—

for all the good that woultl d%

Yy 8 e i




> , ' :
- e, Approyed Fo
- Cite™Ra¥iona

i -for Involvement
- . and Secrecy - .. -

BY TED SELL
b ) Times 312t Writer i
' WASHINGTON—A speclal Senate
.subcommittee investigating
wommitments abroad Sunday
brought out—after a f{ive-month

battle with State Department cen-.

‘sors—a long-awaited study on U.S.
involvement in Laos.

The 236-page report said little that
has not previously been published
about the U.S. role in Laos, About

- 10¢% of the text remained deleted for
security reasons. :
‘ What was new, however, was the

? Release 2
e .

U.S.,
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cmore thun 100 military ate
taches, ,
-="Something undey”
200 LS, military perdons
nel have been killed tn the
Cyears of U militey ine
volvement in Laos, Most
of these were airhen, but
“nearly 30 were listed us
*eivitiun and military" pers

sonnel assigned to the U.S, -

cmission there. .
© Sen. Stuart Syminglon
(D-Mo.), chairman of the
“Senate Forcign Relations
“Committee's special  sube,

Ceommittee on U.LS, securi-

ty agreemients il calas
“mitments abroad, suid his
| Broup's purpose was to Ly,
‘1o make public- facts pre-
' viously shrouded as classi

OO H/03ITARSCHASRD

and oversees the work of .

P80-0

rielligence money. That is.
estimated 10 cost 850 to
“800 million additionally &
iyeur, The two figures
~ogether are approximate-
“ly equal to the entire §100
cntilon ca -y car Jaotlan
geors national product.

U S.cconomde aid, which
runs around 870 Lo $80
Lot Yerl $701 million, ,
reiition anauilly, is on te
from - 1244 through 1008,
,of this, Total economic aid

The combination of mis

likey and economic assise-
toree  weught Jdemands

{cova Syminglon and from-
Sen, Jo William JFullbright?
AD-Ark.), chaitman of the:
full  commitiee,. for ~an
accounting of what pur-
.pose hatl been served by:

.

Symington - and
bright, however, question’
whether the actual paitici-
pation of meie than 200
American military men in’
the Laotian war — even .
though not In ground com-

_ hul—docs nol constitute
{ hoth an Implied commit-

: ment and the poszibility of
“the United States being
Jdrawn Into a major new
Vietnam-type war. There

" wus no resolution of the
ar

gument, .
Symingtén and commite "
tee sources said thut even
with the argument unre-
solved, the subcom-
mittee’s aim  had  been
served—i{o bring te publie
light in an official paper '
the extent of the Ameri- .
can commitment,

The actual combat com-
mitment, however, was

rationale of the State Depaitment e this expenditure of whatr ; .
“Syvmington called "billjons’ PO made public. Almost

of U.8 dolars.” . all statistical references to -

first, for the initlal U.S. conmite , fied. ‘

ments in Laos after the 1062 Geneva |, "1f we get these facts out

. s " i EREPIRYI N , -, the huge Amecrican air
agreements forbade outside inters;!® P€0 ple Symington  wsyllivan repeatedly re-y o RO by
‘vention and, second, the reason the |84l "maybe we can avoid wlicd that the U.S. aim in effort were - deleted by

censors. One that did ve-

. main was that cach aerial
“gortie cost an average of
$3,190 in ordnance alone .
ol counting costs of «
approximately 400 plancs !
avhich have been lost over '
Laoa since 1064,

But the sortie number
\wus deleted, \ rough fi- 3
gure for numbers of sov- .
ties over northern Laos— -
Symington specifically éx<
cepts those over the Hoo
Chi Minh Trail in southern .

executive branch has steadfastly. ;’nore Vietnams." - Jaos was lo support the;

“kept secret the extent of involve-i Symington has repea~ Independence of the coune

. ment and its reasons for official :tedly said that the nation's .try, led by the neutralist |

secrecy, ‘ -z;ﬁlita;'y buc;get% is keyed Sotvunna ;Phouma!

. directly to the forces con- govetnment. i

U.S. M.m Served by Seerery | jigered necessaty to meet  Sullivan, who wis am- |
Secrecy imposed on the U.8, tole expressed and {mplied  hussador 1o Laos from:

- emgven though Amariean nctlons ara commitmenta, Heunce, any - Novamber, 1064, to Apnl, |
. highly visible in the landlocked move to reduce the de- 1hgh), insisted the United

. little country—serves the U.S. alm fense budget shiould start | States had ne formal.com-

‘because it means that the Soviet with an exploration of | mitment to defend Lliios.

. ;Unionl a cochairman with Britain of precisely what U.8. obligi=| "'hat, he suid, wis elimin-

the 1962 conference, does not have. tions are to allics, he said.. ated by the 1062 agree-

‘to acknowledge formally that the

e formally Witnesses before . Sy-  wents iv which ‘Souvanna
United States is in violation of the mington's group 1weie

——

Geneva agreement, Walter Sullivan,’
-deputy assistant secretary of state:
. .for East Asian and Pacific Affairs,.

-said, .

This permits Russia to continue to
. -be available as a prospective peace-
‘maker In Laos, according to the. ¥

‘State Department,

__Another reason for seerecy wag
‘the wish of Prince Souvanna Phous
ma, the Laotian neutralist leadety

that the extent of U.S. air activily in
.Laos not be publicized.

Sullivan said the U.S, action was
prompted by massive North Vietna-
mese intervention and was aimed
partly at protecting Laos as a buffer
states

The transcript
these points;

~U.S. air action in Laos began in
‘June, 1964, even hefore that U.S,
bombing of Nerth Vietnam,

~The Ameriesn  ambas2ador di.
reets  the U, operathts,  eallmd
OPpaject AOLY by Laet I s

also contained:

ment, " Air Force, Army,
1.8, Informution Service,
the Agency for Interna-
Lional

. The entire testimony of
I Richbard B. Helms, CIA
*director, was deleted
even to his name.as the
witness on the final day of
the closed hearings.
CIA Financing
I was understood,
however, that- much of
Helms' testimony related
to support of the mercena-

led by Maj. Gen, Vang Pao.

The omission indicated
that whereas normal US!
Military  Assistance  Pro-
pram funds—which Tun
about $00 million a ycar-—
f" 10 support the Royal
A0

from the State Departs ™=

Development  and,
Central Intelligence Agen-

T country

~ on one side and

vegular . army,. the

. Photimg_expressly agreed

e

‘ot to ‘call.or"r Lhcl Saut.h-
. east Asia Treaty Organizo-
~tion
tance.
Under the 1954 ugrec-

\ents ending the Indochi- i
a war and crealing an | i
. Because all but forward = -

Nindependent Laos, .that
was  designated
"one: of three Southeast
PAsla "protocol slutes”
i which SEATO nations
bound themsej¢ o to

. assist, _
The United States inter-
“vened in Laos, Sullivan

i

sive North Victnamese in
Ctervention, And the U,
action, Sullivan said, was
atmed partly at protecting
" laos us a huffer hetween
China and Nouvth Vietham
Thalland
“on the other. s

for mililary assis- '

? « gald, in response to mass .
ry Meo tribesinen army ;.

Laos as being part of the
"Vietnam war—has Leen -
~.500-a week. -
I'or bombs, bullets and

. napalim alone that would |

, add about $70 million a . *
i year. ,

Not Counted -

-+ air controller missions ave
D Nown from bases outside
1aos—in Thailand, South
. Vietnam  aml from  Tth
-~ Fleet  afrcraft carriers—
. the men assigned to strike
..Laotian targets are not
s -counted in the U.S. man-
power commitment. H
~The veport pointediy !
} notes that_the air war in
“northern Laos began in
Jthe middle-of 1064 ~ well
before the U.S. wulf of |
' Tonkin retaliatory rtaics &
against North Vietnam or

© the commitment ol Ameris
“ ean ground troopx in

%

¥ i/, South Vietnam and even {
DP80-01601R0007000XUBAM i 53"
A " ©_.the southern Laos panm-|:’
- handle. ', H

cceapacity the ambassador sipeivices. Meos are financed by in-
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l.l‘; “Because,” he nnswcrcd “they always havt.i

. 3 )
DCCC})UOR m Lao s Ry resented the holier. than-thou American atil

ST A Deliberate One &

1
~,
.41 ‘
.

By Murrey Marder

:t \gas ;lillrcc':lg}c‘d to’ perform by the ‘natlon’s
eaders e mo :
_tltl)de tnbm;t" 1;|lmvcntlon, about imperlalism, ernmcnt-\[:'ldc. ral rcsponslblllty ts gov:
about yourfclaim to a ‘higher morality.’ Now. .y

. ' 0se who express bafflement ahout wh
-y You are down in the gutter with us, The U3 , ounger generatlon loses falth In the wordz

' ‘d {Spy-plane flights over the Soviet Union) als 4F jts leaders will find some anawers in the
Luos tunscrlpt.* o AL

.. 7| fair was the first blow to American ‘virging

Washington Post Staff Writer .| ity"; this 'is the second, Now we are nll = A
FOR MORE than six years, the Symington | moral prostitutes.” e

. Subcommittec’s report on Laos shows, the

f;‘”;

Umted States practiced a policy of official®
* deception about its extremely extensive mills' ! i
- tary opcrations in Laos. . “L
1t did not do so idly or haphazardly The's
L‘ policy of official deception was carricd out ! '
. deliberately and systcmatically, for what of<.
. '?.zvflcmls at the highest levels of govcrnmcnt
i ' were convinced were sound recasons of na
" tional security. Many of those officials arc
still in the government today. They are stlil';
‘just as convinced that the reasons for decep- 1
“tion were and are fully justified, and that :
'U.S. operations in Laos are a “model” of an'! ]
_efficient, successful, relatively low-cost, t‘:['r
2 fcctlvely clandestine, counter-guerrﬂlla oper-'l
ation, .4
On the last count, the officials may be1
. ...right—the Laos operations may be a modecl.'
.7« of a successful, secret operation againstl
;.. " tough odds, But that by no means answeis.,
... the real question which is whether a handful .

R N . K S ite-

H
i Later that year came the major American .

; cal official replies to questions.

; 8lide into Vietnam, then afterward, increas-4 - .

ing unofficial disclosure of the clandestlnu o

American involvement in Laos. L
Schale Forcign Relations subcommittce“,
parings on Laos showed how Congress jtet
elf is misled by artful or deliberately technl-. o

“In 1968, the Laos tran‘;cript reveals the
pnrent committee was informed that: *, , .'"
‘We do not -have a military training and ad-'
‘svisory organization in Laos.” The Laos in-.;
quiry confirmed that there are hundreds of, .
U.S. “advisers” in Laos and at training bases ' .
for Laotian forces in Thailand. The Syming-,

ton Subcommittee demanded an explanatlon.'

There i3 no inconsistency, government wit-:
nesses responded; in military parlance, “an '
advisory group's” sole mission is “to providef o
advice . . . down to lower unit levels,” came/ 4
| ‘the explanatlon U.S. military personnel in! 5
Laos provide “advice,” but officially do not ,' ‘

 of counter-insurgency zealots should have, “ "
*=“the right to define our national interests for  constitute “an advisory group.
-7 ¢ us in this fashion, and then involve us in a. 'His committee, Sen. Fulbright protested,
2 | dangerous and entangling mission without, W88 vlctimlzed by "semantics.” -
e | the public knowing anything aboyt it. This . o e o '
VAT " 1s the critical moral issue raised by the Laos | 4: \
.-t hearings and toward the end of the censored ! 0 IT 18 argued by many officials, membersi, -
“transcript Sen. Stuart Symington, who Is.| of Congress—and even newsmen as well—{ -
‘anything but anti-military, and who knew . that nothing vitally new has been disclosed|
' from visits to Laos as much as any Senator..’ about U.S. operations in Laos that was not,] -
- did about the U.S. role there, ralses the mat- i or should not have been, known to any care-‘
-~} ter in blunt terms: “+ 4. ful reader of his daily newspaper. s
“We incur hundreds of thousands of US,7 This is basically correct. But there is at-’ '
" | casualties because we are opposed to &, fundamental difference in a nation that,
| closed society. We say we are an open so-| claims a standard of “higher morality” be.,
ciety, and the enemy is a closed soclety. T ' tween. admitting its actions officially, nnd'
“Accepting that premise, it would appear ' having knowledge of them seep out.
-logical for them not to tell their peopley. 1In fact, this is precisely the case that the”!
.} (what they are doing); but it is sort of a twist United States government argued for main-% . -
»f.on our basic philosophy about the import- | taining officially secrecy for six years, as the ;
- ance of containing communism. : testimony shows: to take “officlal cognlzﬂ,--
“Here we are telling Americans they must, . ance” of what it was doing in'Laos carried a’j,
fight and die to maintain an open aoclety.l whole range of possible lntcrnatlonal reper-
*but not telling our pcople what we are do.. cussions, :
", " ing. That would scem the charactexlstlc of a;, Newspaper accounts can be dlqavowcd' a T
e ClOSEd soclety."” - report that Is inaccurate even fractlonally—- N
R * | as accounts of secret operations are veryJ
i likely to be—can be officially dismissed as.yg
THE SITUATION recalls a comment made contalning “innumerable inaccuracies.” This,
in private, by a Western European friend® often has been the official response to enter— Y
' who is extremely pro-American and who was» Prising news reports about Laos—or Viet
troubled by the international moralistic con-: nam, or Cambodia. It is hardly a satisfactory¥
sequences of the American military inter.: answer to the national moral questions
vention in the Dominican Republic in April, - raised by such clandestine military opera-f * ::;
x1965, When the Johnson administration was; tions, thercfore, to counter that “everyone” .- i\
- caught lylng about its original rationale for| knew about them anyhOW. so there was no,, -
the intervention (“to save American lives”), real deception.

+ this man remarked in dismay: - Nor is it any moral “out,” ns Sen. Syming-
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ing from sight? A modest fancy can 4 v

The planet Uranus was qiscovcredvf '

“by the astronomiers because, observing' .

the conduct of other planetray phe-:

_the same type of logic, the ordinary |

- doing what it might be expected to do
*, even while- spreading denials that it is “ 7
doing it. A corollary: Coincidence is -

' .the last explanation of fourtuitous
r. events, ‘

- piracy of the Columbia Eagle. But that

" classification of official
“(those not destroyed) will reveal the .
“only remaining identifiable traces of
this violent passage, while the conse-

citizen may detect the presence of |

. Amerjca's department of subversiveil

setvices, ‘the Central Intelligence
AEcncy. :

Restating the planetary logic as’)
it might apply to international intrigue: |

An invisible organization is likely to be

IT 1S LEFT to some remote arch-

nomena, it had to be there. By muchj

o]
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’

a picture of the origins of .

conjure up
A select handful of count-

this episode,

under the control of the McNamera
defense department.

Contingency Plan 3, code name, “Op-,
eration Eagle's Eggs.” '
But the persuasive evidence of the |
C1.A. presence does not dcpen_d on ‘
flight of fancy. Much more convincing }
is the fruit of policy analysis. Policy !
determines action, If events e.volve ‘
which promote the ends of a particular |
policy, it is probable that the

diplomatie policical and territorial grey

" were predetermined by the advocate “.sanctuaries for the enemy. ‘,

| By John Havelock

- ivist to describe the development of the !

C.I.A. role in the Cambodian coup 4’ :

today engage so much passion, the de-
documents

quences of intervention merge into the
stream of history.

But it is rather surprising that there
_ has been so little speculation on the

visible course of events., Has the us-

d

e initiated by the North Koreans.

. %etat. Years from now, when the repu-- "
_tations and policies have passed which ™
)

+-ern style regime. At the opening of

ually eynical press caught napping? It |

is true that several Senators quickly de-

nied that the C.LA. was envolved, But

the Senators who might complain are
not informed of Guatemala’s in ad-

quite capable of mendacity in the na-
tional interest. -

The observations upon which an
assertion of clandestine involvement
depends, do not include the strange

episode was surely eccentric enough
to arouse at least the suspicious of the.
most eredulous reporter, How strained

2y

' 1968 as Sceretary of Defense designate
_, Was widely considered as a triumph for

- vance and those that might be are-.:

3

. tration we must search for policy in-

is the co-incidence that two treasonous |
defectors wauld successfully scizs a |

handy
Cambod
on the eve of revolution from the

unitions ship and fles to !
%ppmmeﬂ.ﬁm Relbase

an
?M‘meﬁ“@h& i
§ - ftary leardership, had developed per-

< sonal alliances with those militarv .+

" ral..

*  The extreme positions of each view

A1 that policy. 3

L ]
Profiles
L ' v.duct that is not passed for fear.of:
"' "il provoking conflict in a broader arena. |
- 1In the .60, ncither the North. Vietna-*
tmese nor oursclves waged all out war.?
< Popularly denounced among the un-

lcash=the-military  school were the;
bomb moratorium on Haiphong Har-:

. P.Olicy

In 1953 the announced policy - of-
-North Korea was reunification of
North and South Korea under a north- |
bor in North Vietnam and restrictions ;
~ that war, each side accused the othcr.ﬁs"“ operations against North Vietnum '

of invading its territory. The swm;]Army supply lines in Laos and the-
'_‘Korean Army caved in almost jm- {staging arcas for Viet Cong guerrilla’
“mediately, The North Korcans swept ‘operations in Cambodia. Less publi-
“swiftly down most of the length of the.- cized in this country were sanctuaries '
_ Korean peninsula, “recognized by the North Vietnamese.
-The safe conclusion: The war wag, [OUr aircraft carriers, which were (and :

T still are) targets vulncrable to short

- The policy context of the coup g* 'N&e missiles,” were left alone. Saigon'
[ etat in Cambodia is a little more com- S0, in practice, be made ail but un-
plex because ncither side has been\Jivable by Viet Cong rocket attacks., A -
,quite 50 clear in its policy pronounce- *.Yict Cong initiative to do just that}

~"ments, In the last months of the John- - Was quickly cooled when our Presi- -

‘ son‘admin'is-(mﬁ()n' policy was in ﬂux.'_‘dcnt indicated he was considering trad-':
“'In the first year of the. Nixon adminis. ‘ing off of their sanctuaries for this un--¢
. welcome innovation, 3

preceding the Nixon inaugu- !, On the other hand, the advocates of ;
- ~.the grey zone approach frequently !

The selection of Melvin Laird In - Overestimate American capabilitics to"
wage the new style of warfare, Wars®
~of attrition, wars without territorial :
policy positions with which he had ex.  Poundarics, wars with more than onc)
pressed sympathy as a member of Con. | ¢t of rules, wars fought with politieal .
gress, In his role as leader of the op-  WOIS fought with politiacl  means
position for military affairs in the - ™¢ alien to the American temperment, !
“Houss of Represenintives, Laird, *We understand the nincteenth century '

hprEolb g RTOeE Y |

dications

=2 bv olher means.” But we are

“flcers wha had oroawn  aoed

D2 moap |
cr-intelligence specialists on the west J. § SIE 7]
bank of the Potomac hunched over. .- , ({

Within the Pentagon, as publicly, |
the question of hand-ticing came down .
to whether you viewed the Viet Nam "
war as s hot center surrounded by °

“were cqually untenable. Every. war .-
_ ‘-lshort of nuclear holocaust will have !
. ;iits ‘'sanctuaries,” a’ borderline of .con- -

a contest in which war -

T S
'
s §« A
L
)

| Zomes of decreasing temperature or
events lwhether the grey zones were viewed as ™=
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' BY JAMES YUENGER = - ¢
- {Chcage Tribune Press Service) '

secret Senate testimony, released today, discloses that the
United States 'has sunk billions of dollars into the war in Laos
-without a formal commitment to help that country, '

Testimony about American military involvement in Laos was
given by administration -officials behind ‘closed doors last
October to the Senate subcommittee on commitments ,abroad, °
Fourteen state and defense department censors went over the |
transctipt before agreeing to its publication, -

The material that was deleted made it impossible to leatn
the precise amount of money
America has spent helping the
Laotian government battle
Pathet Lao guerrillas. and
North Vietnamese troops on its
‘own territory.

- Indications of Expenditures

But there were small indica« ,
tions of what has been spent,
for example:

“The total cost of all United
States activities in Laos, - in-
cluding air operations against
the Ho Cbi Minh trail is about Eidills e,
(delowd] billion &. year. of Ben. symlngm

s, aparoASI iRl ot Rélease 2001/03/4

Washlngton, April 19 — A carefully-censored transcﬁpt of |

bmion is related directly to our

efforts jn South Viet Nam.” -
The major missing ingredient
in the cost was the . amount
{ spent.on bombing raids against
both the Hi Chi Minh trail in the
south and troop concentrations
in the north by jet fighters.
based in Thailand, South Viet
Nam, and carriers off the Viet»
namese coast,
The cost of one air strike was
given as slightly more thanl
$3,000. News accounts from;
Laos. have said that up to 500,
sorties are being flown daily.:
Thiswould add up to 1.5 million |
dollars a day for that item,

{
" /200 Killed fn Laos '

It was revealed that some 200
Americans were killed in Laos
from 1962 to 1969 and another
200 were ecither missing or
known captured.

- Altho this information . was|

“LSTATINTL®

aos. The record showed, how-

ver, that the United States had 4

ven Thailand new planes to
r4place some which Thailand
+Had given to Laos,

CIA Activities Deleted

Deleted completely from the
report was an account of ac-
tivity in Laos by the Central
Intelligence, agency. Richard
J{ Helms, CIA director, appeared
before the committee but is not |
even idéntified by name in the
transcript as a witness.

. One previously unknown ele-
ment that emerged was a so-
called “Project 404” arrange-
ment in which the- American:

Lambassador in Laos mnintained
tight control over Amencan"‘
military activity,

This includes supervision of i,

pilots In small spotter planes |
‘who sight targets for Laotian °
bombers. The ambassador also :

. sued a new figure in conformity ‘ers in Thailand and South Viet
.| with. the one given to the sub- ' Nam,
|committee,

provided last October, the White -has a say—for “political rea-
House .at one point last month .sons”—over all proposed Amer- -
said the ‘casualty figure was Ican alr strikes. His judgment |
less than 50, Subsequently it is- /is passed to air force command-

but the lag .-
prompted Sen. Stuart Syming- e .
ton [D., Mo.], subcommittee | The administration’s insist«
chairman to remark: ence on secrecy over basic
““In this “case, the White{|facts and figures seems likely
House did nog have the best!| to.prolong the criticism of con-
information.” gressional doves who maintain [
that the American publie should i

émﬁéﬁﬂml B7 000300 @rhud what, the

e {nils sbout That !renpy ,,,‘ .United States is dolng in Laos, ‘

" Likely to Prolong Criticism

o

I
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REFUGEES AND CIVILIAN WAR
CASUALTIES IN LAOS

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, one of
the more distressing aspects of the war in
Laos is the plight of the Laotian people,
who, like their neighbors clsewhere in
Indoching, are paying a heavy toll nob
only from insurgent attack, but also from
the nature of our own military activi«
ties. As chairman of the Judiciary Sub-
committce on Refugees, there is lttle
doubt in my mind that the escalation of
these military activities is following the
familiar pattern of Vietnam in the de-
struction of the countryside, the genera-
tion of refugees, and the occurrence of
civilian war casualties. The subcommit-
tee is pursuing this significant aspect of
our involvement in Laos, and, as I sug=
gested last wecek, will, it is hoped, hold
hearings within the very near future.

Some rccent press articles detail the
current situation among the pcople in
Laos. Because of the broad congressional
and public interest in this matter, I ask
unaninious consent that articles frora
the March 14 issues of the Christian Sci-
ence Monitor and the Manchester
Guardian weckly, from the New York
Times of March 15, from the Washing-
ton Post of March 26, from the Washing-
ton Evening Star of March 27, from Life

- magazine of April 3, and from the

'y

Washington Sunday Star of April 19, be -~

printed in the REcorp.
. There being no objection, the items
were ordered to be printed in the Recorbp,
as {ollows:

[From the Christian Sclence Monitor, Mar.

14, 1970} '
WHAT U.S. BorbING FEELS LIKE TO LAOTIANS
(By Daniel Southerland)

Bam NoMm XAy, Laos.—The old woman sald
she had been through several wars but that
this was the most destructive and terrify-
ing—because of the bombing.

“In the other wars, I didn't have to leave
my home,” she said.

“When the soldiers came on the ground to
fight, I wasn't so afraid,” she sald, "But when
they came in alrplanes, it was terrible.”

The 70-year-old Lao woman was one of

" some 14,000 refugees evacuated from the

Plaln of Jars prior to the Feb. 21 recovery of
that arca by North Vietnamese forces and the
Lao rebels, the Pathet Lao.

Few cliviilan Inhabitants, if any, were left
in the Plain of Jars following the evacuation
of the refugees,

In 1060, the plateau itself and its sur-

rounding ridges and valleys had supported
an estimated 150,000 people. But a decade of
war has taken its toll.

The old woman nnd some 7560 other persons
from her native village were moved by plane
and then by truck Inat months to this refugee
camp with 1ts bamboo-nnd-straw huts, about
40 miles enst of Vientinne,

. AIR POWER REDIRECTID

The correspondent visited four refugee -

eamps and talked with refugees from six
different locations in and around the Plaln
of Jars, '

After questioning a large number of them,

1t was possible to get a plcture of the deva~
statlon unleashed by American fighters
bombers in northeastern Laos over the past
two years, and it is not a pretty one,

After the United States halted its bornb-
ing of North Vietnam on Nov. 1, 1068, it
stepped up as much as 10-fold its bombing
ralds—support which started on a minof
scale In mid-1064-—against Pathet Laoc-ooou-
pied northeastern Lsos. The number of

]
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hombing sortles by United States Air Force
and Navy jets roso to as many as 300 o day.
This bombing campaign, code-named Dar-

.rel Roll, 18 scparate from tho other, more-

publicized ecampaign, The Jatter, code-named
Steel Tiger, is dirccted ngainst the Ho chl
Minh Trail in southern Lnoa,

Thoe refugees snid about 0 out of 10 of the
bombing strikes flown over the past two
years In the PInin of Jurs area were carried
out by American Jets nnd the rest by pro-
peller-driven Royal Ino Alr Forco T-28s.

In most nreas of the plaln, the bombing
forced the people to move out of thelr homes
and into trenches, caves, and bunkers where
they lived for the most part for two years.

1IDDEN BY DAY

They threw corrugnted lron ove'r the
trencheas nnd covercd it with dirt, topped

- with branches for camouflage. Many said they

ventured out to farm only at night because
of the bombing. :

By nll accounts, the situntion has been
somewhnt similar for the estimated 192,000
people llving in Houa Han, or Sam Neua
Province to the northeast of the Plain of
Jars, although Information 1s more difficult
to como by on that aren, .

One Western diplomnt reported, however,
that In some arens of that province “whole
communities are living underground.”

It has been a simllar story.also for vil-

lagers living In the vicinlty of the Ho Chi

‘ Minh Trail in southesstern Laos, where

refugees and North Viethamese prisoners and
defectors sny may villages have been de-
stroyed.

In all of these places, the bhombing stepped
up greatly after the cessation of the attacks
apgainst North Vietnam.

In tho Plain of Jars area, the bombing
destroyed the main towns of Xlen Khouang,
Khang Khay, and Pmongsavan. The refugecs
snuid the bombs flettened many villages In
and around the plain and heavily damaged
others. They sald no viilages they knew of
pcaped the bombing.

The refugees said they were sometimes
forced to leave their villages and bunkers
to do porterage—enrrying rice and ammu=
nitton—for the Pathet Lao and North Viet=

ing raids there were no Pathet Lao or North
Vietnamese troops near their villages.

RAIDS DAILY OR OFTENER

Inted areas.
In 1969, they said they saw the bombers
every day when the weather was clear, some=

times s0 often they could mot count the -

number of raids. The planes tended to fire
et snything that moved, théy said. o

For the most part, however, the attackers
apparently spared their buflaloes and cows,
although some refugees felt that even these

‘were sometimes targets. -

One man sald he narrowly escaped being
blnsted to pleces on six separate occnsions
when bomba fell near his hole, sovernl times

enped denth,

not escape—Tenr.
dny out,
CIVILIAN TERRORS DESCRIDED

Some refugees sald they moved four or five

times, each time farther away from thelr

there wns one thing he could
It stalked him day in and

. villages, to escape the bhombing. But the

bombs always followed them. Even at night

. the bombers came, and finally, even the rice
.filelds were bombed,

“There wasn't a night when we went to
sleep that we thought we'd live to see the
morning,” sald one refugee. “And there
wasn't & morning when we got up and
thought we'd live to sce the night.”

"It was terrible Living in those holes in'the
ground,” sald another. “We never s the-
sun. Our halr was falling out.” ‘

Y

»
"
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*‘My wife and thrce children werg '
sald a man in his thirtica, *There were no
troops [Pathet Lao or North Vietnamese]
anywhere near our viliage.”

All thls ralses some boasic questions about
the bombing In northeastern Laos. What
has been its purpose?

It is impossible to get the United Btates
Government side of the picture in any de-
tall because American officiala refuse to dise
cuss except in the vaguest generalitics the ace
tivity in Lnros,

PILOTS PLEDGED TO BECRECY .

The pilots who fly the ralds from air bases
in Thalland and South Vietnam and from
cnrriers in the Gulf of Tonkin are under in-
structions not to discuss the detalls of thelr
misslons,

For years, the United Stntes maintained
the fiction that it was only flying "armed
reconnaissance” milssions over northern
Laos.

The most candid official acknowledgment .

that something other than “rcconnalssance”
was going on came
March 8 statement when he sald for the first .
time that the United States had been fiying

*“combat support missions” in northern Laos

when requested to do so by the Royal Lao
QGovernment,

“The level of our elr operations has in-
crensed only as the number of North Viet-

-namese In Lros and the level of thelr ag-

gression has been Increased,” the President
sald.
BUILDUP ADMITTED

On this point, there 13 no question that ° i

there has been a continuing North Vietnam-
ese bulldup In northeastern Laos. This build-
up has been in direct violation of the 1962
Geneva accords and has allowed the Pathet
Lao, heavily supported by the North Viete
namese, to solldify their control there,
But has the bombing been a justifiable or
effective response? A number of well-quall=
fled military sources feel the bombing's ef-

. féctiveness in cutting enemy supply lines and

: namese. But they added that in many bomb= =

‘knocking him unconsclous, But while he es-

slowing down the North Vietnamese hasbeen

" in general greatly exaggerated, just as it 80

often had been in both North and South
Vietnam.
BOOMERANG EFFECT?
According to the refugees from the Plain
of Jars, the bombing may even have had &

: - boomerang effect in some areas.
As the bombing increased, they sald, the

* ‘troops moved farther away from the popu-

One refugee sald that as the bombing in=
creased, the Pathet Lao forces in his dis-
trict started getting more volunteers, whose ,
attitude was "better to dle a soldier than
to stay at home walting for the the airplanes
to kit you.”

He also sald the
heighten the fighting spirit of the Pathet
‘Imo—no mean achievement given the Lao
propensity for avolding battle.

Whatever the effects of the bombing om *

enemy military forces in Laos—still & sube
ject for much debate—there is no doubt as
to its effectiveness in completoly disrupting
clvillan life.

TRANBPORTATION IALTED

Wherens the North Vietnameso and the

. Pathet Lno soldlers are capable of moving

i A:Rj?R‘&Q,-Q16"’061‘_‘800Q?ﬁdb@(}ibo1‘,

into the protection of the forests and living
off supplics shipped in from nelghboring
North Vietnam, the civilians are tled to thelr .

_rlce fields, their livestock, and the rest of

thelr belongings and are thus exposed more

constantly to the bombing than the soldiers.

A refugee from Phongsavan sald the
bombing put a halt to all civillan motorized -
transportation in his district and caused
markets to open only in the predawn dark-
nesi and to close before sunrise. Schools
were destroyed, and there was a general

STATINTL

L

in President Nixon's .

B

-

shortage of everything from clothing to bl= ° :

oyole parts.
' Sometimes
M of pstisnce to get the refugecs

Sy

IO e A

1§ took some prodding and & .
0 talk -

bombing tended to - ; .
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. The United States today is largely run by the mili- *
" tary services and the Central Intelligence Agency. ,
MU -~ .77 % .. The ordinary citizen doesn’t see this, but just two
ot e st e items appearing in The New York Times on April 5 «
Yoo 07 W« should have opened his eyes: Richard Halloran’s."*

story, “Air America’s Civilian Fagade Gives It Lati- -

e T - tude in East Asia” and Peter Grose's “Pentagon ¥ ' . ol
e oo Slips Its ‘Goodies’ to Its Friends." L B L ST
o Reporters must watch their wording when they '*' ‘. bils o o
" write stories of this type. Thus Halloran, noting that . * ~ .. -0 o oot
.. Air America and subsidiaries, with 167 aircraft and . e ;

9,300 employees, performs diverse missions, ranging .
. v .. w- '« . from Korea to Indonesia, says cautiously that it *“is , , -~~~ . IO e
..+ 5 believed to be a major Iink for the CIA’s extensive / R
C ... ‘., activities throughout Asia.” His long story leaves ' .o T '

-7 no doubt that Air America is a major airline in per- ¢ ' %
. 'sonnel, aircraft and ground facilities, and if the.: -

"' reader questions that it is a CIA -operation he must -
-+ also question that the moon is a satellite of the earth, ' .
. ‘Who but the CIA would be parachuting Meo tribes- ®
. 'men and assorted secret agents behind North Viete ' :
°7"';, namese lines in Laos, or training mechanics for the .
+aviation division of the national police in Thailand,

o i ferrying U.S, Air Force men from Okinawa to Japan '«
..*;.". and South Korea, and dispatching intelligence flights . + -
v .from Taiwan toward or over Communist China? "
, One of the excuses for keeping lhese operations - S
'y under a flimsy civilian cover is that it enables the
. U.S. Government to disclaim responsibility when
~certain ““dirty tricks" miscarry. But the cover is ite
:.- 8elf a dirty trick on the American people and, {o o
.. some extent, the Congress. In the March 9 Nation, ..
*% Michacl Klare described “The Great South Asian: .’
& War.” Air America Is a key organization enabling
:..the military (including the CIA) to carry on that war®
- with a minimum of publicity. Of course, this is done '
. with the approval of the Nixon Administration, as of .
1. the Johnson administration before it, but a large de- -
- gree of initiative and opgrational freedom remains
~» ¥ with the military, who can get credit in Washington -
;.. for their successes and play down their failures.
N The other story was largely covered in a Nation '

_ . %7 editorial, *'The Phantom Phantom Jets” (February::
- i 2) end Is further amplified by Rep. Silvio 0. Conte
oo (R., Mass.) who discovered by accident that nearly ",."

... ..$160 million worth of military equipment had been. . | ;

Joe R * " slipped to Chiang Kai-shek’s government on Taiwan. .
Sl . -.The Chinese Nationalists are not the only benefi-.’
IR . , claries of this Pentagon gimmick. The technique is
-+ to declare items as surplus, whéreupon they may be

:. disposed of on an accounting basis of one-third their. o

- ; value, or less. Congress has been cutting down on- . = "

- ; the Military Assistance Program (MAP). By dis-.

;. counting its equipment, the Pentagon can triple the ,

1-amount of hardware it distributes to anti-Communist - - R

P . ' a . governments without' exceeding the dollar ceiling.’ R -
B ' .Thus Greece, Turkey, South Korea and Nationalist " - . =~ .:¢ o

/- China receive large stocks of military equipment Coe T :

! practically free, - - - . . : |
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WASHINGTON — Newly;
released congressional testl-
‘mony today revealed new as-
‘pects of U.S. involvement in

Laos The American ambas—-

3sador ‘there has Leen direct-;
‘ing a secret military opera-
ition, -and a clandestine U.S,
group in Thailand has been
training’ and .equipping Lao
{ian troops.

The Nixon Administration
is reported escalating the
clandestine war in Laos
while attempting to. scale
down the conflict in Vietnam,
the Senate teslimony has re-
vealed.

Last October
About 200 Americans were

_Ikilled in"the Laotian. conflict,

from 1962 1o 1969, the testimo-
ny disclosed, and approxi-
mately 200 more Americans
are listed as missing or pris-
oners of war, .
The {igures conlrast sharp-

ly with a recent White 1louse
announcement that Ameri
can military and civilian
deaths in Laos due to enemy
action totaled fewer than 50.

‘Asian nation came to light

The extent of the U.S. in4
volvement in the Southeast

yesterday when ng,4 Stpar]

"twho was the ambassador in
-LYlentlane from 1964 until one

‘bymm ton (D-Mo.) released”:
[ the heavily censored tran-
script of Senate foreign rela-

in Laos. The hearings were
conducted last October.
About 150 of the approxi-
j| mately 200 Americans killed
in Laos were airmen based
in Thailand or aboard U.S.

vealed. The remainder were,
described as U.S.' civ 111311,5
and servicemen based id' |

i Laos.

No clear estimate was’
il made of the cost of the U.S,
involvement in Laos. Bul the
Defense Department did sube

f mit the following statement:

| “The total cost of all U.S.
{ activities in Laos including
i air operations against the Ho

[leted) billion a year. Of this,

efforts in South Vietnam."”
The Embassy-headquarter-
ed operation in Vietiane,
called “Project 404,” involves'
part of the 2000-man U.S. Mis- l
sion in Laos.
Tha ambassador supervis-

taches, some- of whom fly
with the Royal Laotian Air
Force and direct its pilots to;
targets. In addition, the am-
bassador personally reviews
air strikes {in . T.aos by 1.S.
planes sent:in from Thalland
and Vietnam.

The project has been gomg
on for the past foin yeirs.’

“The transervipt ggsclosed'
that Laotian forces are
trained and equipped' through

tions subcommittee hearingsj..
{into American involvement,

Navy carriers, testimony ve-;

Chi Minh trail is about (de-.

happroximately (deleted) bil-'
lien is related directly to our.

es more than 100 military at':i conflict at the same time 1t‘

sear ago, said the U.S.-|
advised Laotian forces sug-
gest. possible bombing tar-
gets lo the Embassy andl
“the ambassador approves
or disapproves whether al
strike ¢an be made.” 1f ap-
proved. the request is paqsed
on with the ambassador’s,
recommendation to the Tth
i Air Force,

Symington said the ambas-
sador has become virtually a
“mililary proconsul.”

. Col, Robert L. F. Tyrell
|ch|ef. U.S. air attache in
[ Laos, tlestified the U.S, air
strikes in Laos were in-

cent” as a result of a request
for a heavy stepup in air sup-
{port from Laotian forces
headed by Gen. Vang Pao.

Symington said the “fig-
ures which Col. Tyrell shows
emphasize there has been a
heavy escalation of our mili-
tary effort in Laos.”

Escalation of the. Laotlan;
war came after the U.S. halt- !

ed thé bombing of North!
Vietnam in the fall of 1968, : :
the testimony says.

Saying the Nixon Adminis-
I'tration has emphasized the
| de-escalation of the Vietnam

i has  heavily escalated U.S.
| military effort in Laos, Sym-
ington said: . :

B (A T not a. questlon of
whether it is right or wrong.
The pomt we dre frying to
Dring out is not only that the
American people have no
knowledge at all that this is
true and neither does Con-
gress — and neither does this
committee nor the Senate

a secret Ameican group
called “Requirements Organ-
ization” operating out of
Thailand, nominally under:
the U.S. Agency for. Interna-:
tional Development. It is run.
by retired U.S. officers. .

Sen. J. William Fulbright
(D-Ark.) said, *‘I have never
seen. a country engage in so
many devious undertakmgs
a8 this.”

Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State William. H. Sullivan,

‘Armed . Services Committee.
It could run us into new prob-
lems for this new Adminis-
tration.”

All testimony before the
committee by Richard
Helms, director of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency,- atld
his staff was censored: *™

Questlons‘ about Thai
troops in Laos 'also were de-
leted. But the record re-
vealed thaﬁ the United States
had..given- uh@ Thai govern-
ment new piaies to replace

creased ‘“‘roughly 100 per-|

|those turned ‘over- earlier to! -

| the Royal Lao An' Force

STATINTL
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“On ans. ( Deleted)

The Central Intclhgence
Agency, the most clandestine
operating group in the secret
war in Laos, virtually escaped
'mention in the Senate Foreign
Relations Subcommittee in-
quiry onh U.S, mvolvement in
Laos.

Subcommittee Chalrman
Stuart Symington: (D-Mo.), in
defensc of bowing to the Exec-
utive Branch’d deimands in the
battle aver cloaring the hoar
ing transcript, sald:

“Well, the CIA is an agency
that. operates on the Instruc-
tion of other people ... My ex-
perience - is that if anythmg
"goes well, someone else, takes
the credlt for it; if it goes
badly, they try to put-the
blame on the CIA "

Although’ “the

-transcript

doesn't show’ it, 1t is known :

that CIA Dircctor Richard
}S-[elms was the witness on Oct.

28, 1969. Here is thé full pub-
llshed text of that mornings

transcrlpt

The su,bcommittee met, pur- .

suant to notice,~at 10 a.m., in

room S-116, the Capitol, Sena~

tor Stuart Symington (chair-
man of the subcommtttee)

;prowiding. R 4

.

Present: Senators Syminge
- ton, Fulbright, Mansfield, Al
ken, Cooper and Case.

Also present: Mr. Holt, Mr. "
Pincus, and Mr. Paul of the -

committee staff.
Senator - Symington.
hearing will come to order,
(Deleted.)
(Whereupon, at 12:25 pm,

The

PRI

the subcommittee adjourned,

to reconvene subJect to the*
call of the Chair,) .
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Censorship tpok out of the -

] ,
Rt i " Ptranscript all summary flgures * -
&ﬁ? :ﬁ_ I l ' _A 9 . yon costs; every refernece to
' - the Central Intelligence Agen\/
" . ley's operations, which include

i training, equipping, supplying .

ey

Kscalate

T
[l
£

'
i

.. | rcasons unrelated to nationalt
,‘o

t securily. oy

jnantly North Vietnamese

Laos, secretly begun in 1964 by
President Johnson, was report-
ed to have doubléd in Maly,
1069, and nearly tripled last
'August.
i A Senate Foreign Relations
‘subcommittee headed by Sen.
Stuart Symington (D-Mo.) yes-
terday made public the cen-
‘sored results of a six-month
struggle with the Executive
Branch over relecasing testi-
mony taken last October about
the secret U.S. role in Laos,
1t shows that by apreement
‘'with Laotian Premier Sou-
‘'vanna Phouma, the United
'States responded in 1964 to Vi-
‘etnamese Communist viola-
tions of the 1962 Geneva ac-
vords on Laotian neutrality by
‘violating them too. The U.S.

~.share of this decision has cost
_ “billions of dollars,” and about:
200 American lives, the record

Indicates.

+  Under the covert U.S. opera-
tion, the American Ambassa-

" dor In Vientiane virtually has

. | Amerjcan_ military action_in

operated as co-commandcer of
the war in northern lLaos: he
controls a U.S. mission of air,
ground and intelligence advis-
ers that coordinates American
and Laotian air and ground
operations in northern Laos;
arranges for the training (pri-
marily at American bases in
Thailand) of Lao troops, and
supplies American military
and economic funds to Laos
that are larger than the Lao-
‘tions' -own contribution {0
thelr nation's economy. :
The J.aotian Premicr “made
4t clear th
-gay as littl

Hill Discloses;

d
brAvELL Y

By Murrey Marder - :
‘Washington Post Btaff Writer :
“The United States is engaged in
its air war in Laos while trying to
Vietnam, a Senate inquiry disclosed yesterday.
When the American bombing of North Vietnam ended
on Nov. 1, 1968, U.S. air power shifted to hit the predom-

“heavy escalation” of
de-escalate the war in

troops in Laos, the record

'shows. The. U.S. bombing ofyiLaos, testified Witliam H. Sul-

livan, former ambassador in
Laos and now assistant secre-
tary of state for: East Aslan
and Pacific affairs,

After more than 100 meet-
ings with administration offi-
cials, Symington’s subcommit-
tee on U.S. commitments
abroad salvaped 237 pages of
censored transcript,

censorship deadlock when he
-disclosed, on March 6,.a few
selected portions of U.S. activ-
ities in Laos, emphasizing that
they began under “two pre-
vious administrations.” ’

But the new record shows
that the war in Laos involves
far more -than *“1,040 Ameri-
cans . . . stationed in Laos"
as the President’s guarded
statcment listed. .

The hearings disclose, as
subcommlittce sources put it
that “tens of thousands” of
Americans are involved in the
Laotlan war in air combat, in
training, ndvisory, supply and
Intetligence work — operaling
from Thailand, from South
Vietnam and from U.S. air-
craft carriers at sea.

Symington
hope, in making the transcript
publie,. that it will help pre-
vent “another Vietnam.”

No conclusions or findings
accompany -the report, partly
hecause it is incomplete. The
subcommittee staff noted that
- i had gained release of 80 per
cent of the transcript, but
| chief consultant Walter I
Pincus stated in a covering
letter that the public's “right

d
oS Aot

administrations or of_iigigls fo

President: Nixon picfced the: b

expressed  the.

and directing Gen. Vang Pao's
“clandestine” army of up to
36,000 Mco tribesmen in Laos: ,
all references to the use of!
Thailand's forces in Laos; de-
tails on U.S. air opreations|
from Laos; figures showing
the escalation of American air
strikes in Laos during bomb-
ing “padses” or the halt in the|
-air war- against North Viet-
nam, apd other critical facts.
Portions of the story can be
reconstructed or estimated,
however, despite the deletions.
A typical deletlon in the
transcript reads: ., . -
“The total cost of .all U.S.
activities in Laos; including
air operations against the Ho
Chi Minh Trail, is about (de-
leted) biilion" a year. Of this,
approximately (deleted) billion
is related direetly to our ef-
.forts in South Vietnam.”
U.S. air strikes in Laos have
cen reported to run up to 600
or, more sorties a day, | -
The transcript shows that in’
northern Laos the average sor-
"tie costs $3,190 and deljvers 2.2
“tons of bombs. This would add
‘up to a cost of $1,014,000.for a
'day of 600 air sorties. g
y  President Nixon on March 6
;originally said that “No Amer-
.ijcan stationed in Laos had
ever been killed In ground
‘combat operations.” Bul the

SEN. STUART SYMINGTO
. . « releases testimony

.The Symington subcommit- s
tee was focused primarily on -’

the war in the north. But both
portions of the Laotian con-
flict interact with the war in

matically. )

Sullivan, who worked on the
1962 Geneva accords, became
ambassador to Laos in Novem-
ber, 1964, replacing Leonard
Unger,

North . Vietham failed to
comply with the 1962 Geneva
neutrality agreements “from
thelr inception,” Sullivan testi-

number and retaining about

States pulled out all its 666
men.

The United States, in No-
vember, 1062, agreed to provide.
supplies and repair parts for
U.S.-supplied equipment and
other material “as permitted"
under the Geneva accords,
said Sullivan. Then in 1963
North Vietnamese and Pathet

_inquiry, confirming figures:
disclosed in the dispute over
“that statement, shows there
have been “somcthing under,
200 U. S. military personnel . !
. killed in Laos.” Most of these
were alrmen, but nearly 50 are
Hsted as “civilian and ‘mili-
tary” personnel assigned .to
the U.S. mission in Laos.:
There are “two wars” In
Laos. One. is what began as a
“civil war’.. in the north, in

.| whieh the main Communist

forces consist of constantly in-
creasing numbers of North Vi
etnamese troops; this is the
alr and dround war that the
Amcrican Embassy mission in
Vientiane is deeply engaged in
running. The other war in
Laos is the American air war
against the so-called Ho Chi

S RRrRR PR Roe

ist forces and “in 1964 North
Vietnam began markedly to
increase its support to the

(pro-Communist) TPathet La0|=

and its use of the Ho Chl
Minh trall . . »

Vietnamese violations of the
agreements,” Sullivan testi-
fied, “and as part of our effort

to assist South Vietnam inits '

defense,” the United States
began
considerably expanded

ground support. )

Sullivan insistcd the Unitéd
States is free to “terminate”.

its

time. - ' i
The “lirst U.S. reconnals-

ORI R s Vi 1o,

iNorth to South Yietnam.' ...

et muad

Vietnam, militarily and diplo- . - »

fied, withdrawing only a token

6,000 troops, while the United, -

Lao troops broke the accords, .
he said, by attacking neutral-| o

“In the same spirit. of pro- .
portionate response to North -

“air operations” and' -
its operations in Laos at any. .-

1964, . after consultation with, .
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- Iday revealed that the American -

T |ly directed a stil i
y ill-escalating war *|nam, more planes became availe

. . |others since — was kept secret:
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Nixon Talk Set Tonight

. l . . OS P R v,
By GEORGE SHERMAN ' -
: Star Stalf Writer '

Hitherto secret testimony to-

Embassy in Vientiane has quiet- .

in Laos for almost six years.
According to American field
officials, testifying at closed:
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" More PIanesXvaﬂablo

At one point, Col. Robert L. F,
Tyrrell, U.S. air attache in the
American embassy in Vien-
tiane — chief manager of the
alr targeting operation — agreed
with Symington that with the
halt of bombing of North Viet-

able for attacks in Laos.

Senate hearings in October, U.S, '

Laos in June 1964. By the [ollow-
ing Dec. 14, several months be-:
fore American bombing of North'
Vietnam began in February
1965, the planes were making
“'strike missions’ of their own in"
Northern Laos. -
William H. Sullivan, ambassa-’
dor to Laos from November 1964
to. April 1969, told the subcom-

mittee chaired by Sen, Stuart’
Symington, D-Mo., that this firs¢
escalation of the American efs:

fort in Laos was personally de-"
cided by then President Lyndon,

B. Johnson. ° B

. Oral Request Granted :

Johnson was granting an “oral".
request” by Laotian Premier

Prince Souvanna Phouma to-.
bring Increased pressure on the
lines of communications of -
North Vieltnamese forces which -

'/ |nad refused to leave Laos as’-

agreed in the 1962 Geneva ac.
cords. This request —- and all °

:partly because Souvanna Phou.
ma feared his official “neulral. |

livan said.
The 235 pages of testimony by
Sullivan and leading mililary .

and civilian officals In Laos was :

made public by the Senate sub- '
committee today.  Aithough

heavily censored, the transcript -

Is the first authoritative account |
of the extent and nature of the |
secret war waged by the U.S. in
northern Laos, ' .’
Sullivan made the point that '
this war is separate from the.
war being waged farther south
along the Ho Chi Minh supply .
trail where it passes through .
Laos from North to South Viet
nam. The testimony shows thﬁ
as the Aﬁmwved:aﬁnn el
Vietnam a3 steadily esca.
lated in northern Laocs = the '

i

main focus of the hearings

~" |Alr Force planes began “armed - €reased “by roughly 100 pers
o reconnaissance” over Northern.

cent” in April-May 1969 to sup-

ort efforts by ground Laotian
orces under Mco tribes leader
Genéral Vang Pao to turn back
a North Vietnamese-Pathet Lao
offensive. The following August,
Tyrrell said, another increase in

. air attacks occurred, The per-

centage was deleted,
Throughout the testimony the

censors — working mainly from:

the State Department, according
to subcommittee stalf—took’out
all references to the number of
these ralds, But they did not

;lcletc one statement by Syming-1-

on that his ‘‘apprehensions”
about Laos began to increase in
late 1965, when, at Udorn base
in Thailand, he discovered that
%378 strikes” had been flown

.against Laos in one day,

The censors’ also permitted
publication of the estimated cost
for each raid against Laos —
$3,190. But they refused publica-
tion of the figure given the com-

. mittee for the total cost of the

war in Laos. , Com
*"The total cost of all U.S. ac-

trail, is about (delcted) billion a
mﬂr," reads the transcript. *Of
g,

efforts In South Vietnam.
Sen,

peatedly — without contradic-
tion — that the total of formal
Amerlcan military and econom-
jc ald from 1962 to 1069 to Laos
was over $1 billion,

Col., Peter T, Russell, who
heads the secret military aid
group for Laos from the U.5,
Embassy In neigh})'oring Thall-
a 8 a
1ag crotb SR ek

lion—more than five times the

Tyrrell said that U.S. Lale
strikes in northern Laos. in<.

'STATINTL

nin'64;

came to $52 million, from which
the Uniled States — according to
the top olficial of the Agency for
International Development there
~finances 75 percent of the
ghortfall between revenues and
expenditures in the total Laotian
budget.

Exceeds Laos GNP

i
RY

al product of all Laos.

sonnel, :

land, .

Air Force,’

| Of the 125, Tyrrell said, 60
5, approximately (deleled) work at Air Operations Centers
i billion is related dxrdcu?:loour .in the five military regions of

Laos—coordinating.. targets and
J. William Fulbright, -plans’ with the Laolian com-
D-Ark., chairman of the Foreign mands. Another 21 are “forward
Relations Committee, noted re-- air controllers” -~ so-called
or American Air
Force pilots who fly T-28 jet
trainers and other less sophisti-
cated aircraft spotting targets
for the U.S., aside from other
aircraft and the Royal Laotian

*“Ravens,"”

Air Force.

RESRehebd e

Laotian military budg®t of $17

on. “sald they do take part in the
Economic ald the same year

b Ur;ger hques(tjioningt frlcl)m F{\;l- :
- bri the administration offi- J4 .
rclals admilted this total input of oY dcputy essistant secre
all formal cconomic and military
aid each year exceceds the toiol
$150 million annual gross natlon-

For the first time, the tran-
script- gives details of the ma-
chinery built up through the
American Embassy in Vientlane
to run this mushrooming opera-
tion, It .is summed up in the
"code-word “Project.404,” under
which . the Army and Air At
taches brought in extra opera-
tional and administrative per.
According to Tyrrell, 117 mili.|North Vietnam — had Imposed
‘tary and 5 civilian personimel
were brought into Laos in the
- initia] *404 package’ in 1966, In
. October, he said 106 people were
, there in the project, most of
“them on six-month temporary
duty from Vietnam or Thal-

Tyrrell said that, over-all, 125
U.S. Air Force officers and air-
men are assigned to his office,
That means, according to an of-
ficial chart given the committee,
tivities in Laos, ncluding ol that wi'fltl over half o{ theﬁotal
ot L uvities 203, including air o 218 milita rsonnel in all ca-
ity” would be compromlsed, Sul-*; ,rati0ns aﬁ.;lnst the Io Chi Mir& : pacities h? Lgf)s belong to the

In 1956 and 1967, Tyrrell said,
40 T-283 were avallable insidei

The number of Army officers| -
operating in the office of Col.| .
Edgar W, Duskin and ia the five] .
military regions under Projectj ‘@ -

404 was censored. But Duskin

daily Joint Operations Center
meetings with Laotlan com-
manders and U.S, Air Force offi-
cers, and that they give both

“advice” to Laotian officers and| . :

“information” to the U.S. Em-

bassy on planning. .
The whole operation comes to-

gether under the American am-

" bassador—first under Sullivan,| .

who created It, and now under
G. McMurthrie Godley. Sullivan

tary of state for Far Easlern

sively with Vietnam. .
Sullivan sald he held daily
meetings with his stalf, Every
groposed bombing target had to
e apgroved by him. Once ap-
proved,
7th Air. Force Command in Sai-
gon, which decides when and

Sullivan explained how the
international neutrality of Laos
—set up in the 1962 Geneva ac-
cords and never carried out by

this special procedure on the

tions would carried out di-

such a mission impossible.
tary Ald Program of the Penta.

affairs, dealing almost exclu-]

the request goes to the|.

t.E. Embassy in Laos. Ordin-{
arily, he saidi’ethe military func.| -

rectly by a miltlary mission| .
under the Joint Chiefs of Stafl,| ..
but the Geneva agreement made|

forces had to be set up surrepti-

ments Office of the Agency for
International. Development

and equipping of Lao forces in

Thal forces on the ground.

from Thalland to Laos, the tran-
acript allows that the cost of Lao

has been $1,188,800.

T vyl 3

tiously. Tt became the Require-: .

training in (deleted) since 1965

how the raid is to be carried out.} - '

- He also_said the special Mill-| ..
gon to equip and train Laotian| . '

(RO-AIS), run by Col. Russell, "
't‘h(‘:‘ deputy chief of AID in Bang-
ok. .

All reference to the training :-:v

Thailand Is deleted from the -
transcript, So is all reference to .
American air strikes from Thal- .
land, or the use of disguised .

At one point, when Russell tes- -‘;:'
titied ‘about transit of goods ::

The extent of the operations In :..
and around Laos caused Ful- -

m b:mnlhat he had “never -, -
try engage in s0
ed, as were the figures on hours||many devious undertakings

and missions flowa daily, . - .- {|this



